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Thanksgiving Eve 
Overflowing with Thanksgiving 

November 23, 2022 
 

As We Gather 

The Day of Thanksgiving provides us a special time to pause, reflect, and give 

thanks to God for His countless blessings in our lives. From our early years, 

we have likely been told: “Count your blessings!” Can you do that today? As 

you think about the ways the Lord has blessed you in both body and soul, can 

you ever count them all? No way! God’s blessings are way too numerous! 

Nevertheless, as we name our blessings and number them, we pause at each 

one to say, “Thank You, Lord!” Even when we go through difficult and trying 

times—and perhaps especially when we go through difficult and trying 

times—it is vitally important for us to learn from the Word of God and, 

echoing what is recorded in its sacred pages, respond to the Lord in gratitude 

and worship. As the Old Hymn states, "We Praise Thee O God, Our 

Redeemer Creator, in grateful devotion our tribute we raise." What is our 

tribute that we lay upon His altar? What is our Thanksgiving, our worship and 

praise to Him for all His goodness? Scripture calls upon us to be 

"overflowing" with thanksgiving. 
 

Welcome 
 

PREPARATION 
 

895 Now Thank We All Our God 
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Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

Psalm 145 

P I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and 

ever. 

C Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 

P Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is 

unsearchable. 

C One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall 

declare your mighty acts. 

P On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I 

will meditate. 

C They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, and I will 

declare your greatness. 

P They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness and shall sing 

aloud of your righteousness. 

C The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. 

P The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. 
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C All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints 

shall bless you! 

P They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, 

C to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, and the 

glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

P Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures 

throughout all generations. The LORD is faithful in all his words and kind 

in all his works. 

C The LORD upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are 

bowed down. 

P The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

C You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

P The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works. 

C The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in 

truth. 

P He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and 

saves them. 

C The LORD preserves all who love him, but all the wicked he will 

destroy. 

P My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and let all flesh bless his 

holy name forever and ever. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 

we may acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and 

serve You in willing obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Deuteronomy 8:6–18 

 6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in 

his ways and by fearing him. 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a 

good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in 
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the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 

pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat 

bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones 

are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and be 

full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given 

you. 

 11“Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his 

commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today, 
12lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in 

them, 13and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is 

multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 14then your heart be lifted up, 

and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery, 15who led you through the great and terrifying 

wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where 

there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock, 16who fed 

you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he 

might humble you and test you, to do you good in the end. 17Beware lest you 

say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this 

wealth.’ 18You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you 

power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your 

fathers, as it is this day. 
 

Epistle Colossians 2:6–7 

 6Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7rooted 

and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving. 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 17:11–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
 

 11On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and 

Galilee. 12And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at 

a distance 13and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on 

us.” 14When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the 

priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15Then one of them, when he 

saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and he 

fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 
17Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was 
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no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19And he 

said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 

Greeting 

 

892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon "A Stuffed Thanksgiving" 
 

Thanksgiving Creed 

C I confess that in my lifetime I have been the recipient of many 

blessings from the Lord. Looking back, I can see how well He has 

taken care of me. While at times I've been afraid there would not be 

enough, or wondered how I would get through, I can see that God's 

providing hand was always there. I can testify that out of His 
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goodness, the Lord has given to me, again and again. All my needs 

have been provided for. In difficult times, I have received 

unexpected, and even surprising gifts. It is true, God has provided 

more than I’ve needed. Through it all, I've learned to relax a little, 

recalling His faithfulness, and acknowledging that He has done more 

than just provide for me; He has blessed me abundantly. I do feel a 

need to voice my thanks, and express my praise for all that He has 

done for me, and for everything He has given me. I would like to 

affirm to you, my brothers and sisters, that God is a giver. God has 

given me all these earthly blessings. And, most especially, God has 

blessed us with the gift of our Savior, Jesus. I am truly grateful. And 

I want to shout with a glad heart: “Thanks be to God for His 

bountiful gifts.” Amen. 
 

Offering 

(Please fill out the friendship books as they are handed to you, noting the names of others 

in your pew as they are passed back. If there is communion, please mark if you plan to 

participate.)  
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for all those who come before Jesus with songs of 

gratefulness, that we may abound in thanksgiving, this day and always. 

 For all those who worship You in Spirit and in truth; for all members of 

this congregation and for all the baptized souls who belong to the Body 

of Christ; for our unity in Christ Jesus and His Word; for our dedication 

to His mission to bring the Good News to every corner of the world; and 

for all who gather at the Lord’s Table today, that hearts may abound in 

thanksgiving. 

C We thank You, O Lord for Your people, Your church! 

P For our families and our friends; for our relatives and our neighbors, both 

those who share our Table today and those who are miles away; for our 

houses and our homes; for our spouses and our children; for food and 

drink; for laughter and for tears; and for the memories of past times and 

the expectation of blessings yet to come. 

C We lift our praises to You, our kind Creator, for all Your many gifts! 

P For our nation, its leaders, public servants, and those who wear its 

uniform to protect its people; for the land, the businesses, and the schools 

in our community, that they may be filled with God’s goodness; and for 
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hearts and minds, hands and mouths that are ready to receive their daily 

bread with thanksgiving, that You would give each one what they need to 

live. 

C Thank You, God, for opening Your hand to feed us and take care of 

us! 

P For the sick, the suffering, and the dying; for those who are hurting in 

heart, body, mind, and relationship; for those who are hungry and tired, 

weary and alone, that they may know the healing presence of Jesus and 

return to Him, fall at His feet, and worship Him; and for those who work 

to bring needed relief that people may experience Your healing touch. 

C O God, please meet these many needs, and use us to bring healing! 

P With hearts ever grateful and lives ever thankful, we offer these prayers 

before You, O Lord, trusting that You hear, answer, and bless Your 

people; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 

P With grateful hearts abounding in thanksgiving, we praise You, O Lord, 

for the sending of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who died upon Calvary’s cross 

to destroy the power of our sin and open for us the way to everlasting 

life. Now that He is risen from the dead and lives and reigns for all 

eternity, we lift our hearts before You in humble gratitude and never-

ending praise. Therefore along with all the angels of heaven we magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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550 Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958 
Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004549 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 

785 We Praise You, O God 
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Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882–1963, alt. 
Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626, Haarlem 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

For the Beauty of the Earth sts. 1-6 

1 For the beauty of the earth 4 For the joy of human love 

For the glory of the skies  Brother sister parent child 

For the love which from our birth  Friends on earth and friends above 

Over and around us lies  For all gentle thoughts and mild 

Lord of all to Thee we raise  Lord of all to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise  Lord of all to Thee we raise 

2 For the beauty of each hour 5 For Thy church that evermore 

Of the day and of the night  Lifteth holy hands above 

Hill and vale and tree and flower  Offering up on every shore 

Sun and moon and stars of light  Her pure sacrifice of love 

Lord of all to Thee we raise  Lord of all to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise  This our hymn of grateful praise 

3 For the joy of ear and eye 6 For Thyself best gift divine 

For the heart and mind's delight  To the world so freely given 

For the mystic harmony  For that great great love of Thine 

Linking sense to sound and sight  Peace on earth and joy in heaven 

Lord of all to Thee we raise  Lord of all to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise  This our hymn of grateful praise 
Text: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint 
Text: Public domain 

 

806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 

1 Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us.  

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 
Text: Henry Smith, 1952 
Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004549 

 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty Father, everlasting God, that You have 



- 11 - 

freely given to us the blessing of Your Son’s body and blood. As we go 

forth from Your Table to share in Your many blessings in our own 

homes and on our own tables, help us to abound in thanksgiving and love 

all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction Philippians 4:19–20; Numbers 6:24–26 

P My God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory 

in Christ Jesus.  He has blessed, and will continue to bless His people,  

For that is His promise. 

C To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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