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Our Mission Statement

Empowered by the Spirit through Word and Sacrament, Lutheran Church
of Our Savior will minister in word and action to our members and to
the community, witnessing our faith in Christ who saved and gave new
life to those who believe in Him.
As we observe worship inside the sanctuary today, please be respectful
of the wishes and needs of others.
* If you are sick, do not come.
* You may take your temperature at home before coming. If you
have a fever, stay home.
* Masks are encouraged.
* The church will be sanitized. Doors will be sanitized.
Entering the Church and Sanctuary
T Outside doors will be propped open wherever possible. Doors to
the sanctuary will be propped open.
T Do not congregate as you enter the church. Do not congregate in
the narthex as you come into the sanctuary. Make use of both
doors into the sanctuary so that you keep your 6-foot distance
from others.
T Every other pew will be roped off. Please sit in every other pew.
Families may sit close together. Please sit 6 feet apart from others
within your pew.
Exiting the Sanctuary
T At end of service, please wait for an usher to excuse your row.
Back rows will be dismissed first. Please maintain your distancing
from those ahead of you.
T Thank you for following these guidelines as much as possible.

Midweek Lenten Service
A Mercy Like No Other
March 17, 2021
Prelude
Welcome
440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

5 If my sins give me alarm
And my conscience grieve me,
Let Your cross my fear disarm;
Peace of conscience give me.
1

Help me see forgiveness won
By Your holy passion.
If for me He slays His Son,
God must have compassion!

6 Graciously my faith renew;
Help me bear my crosses,
Learning humbleness from You,
Peace mid pain and losses.

May I give You love for love!
Hear me, O my Savior,
That I may in heav’n above
Sing Your praise forever.

Text and tune: Public domain

Opening Thoughts
P It is said that justice and mercy are two sides of the same coin,
for the one who is under judgement is also the one who needs
mercy.
C On the receiving end, we have found ourselves facing justice on
one occasion while being shown mercy on another.
P And on the giving end, it has been the same. We have dished out
justice to those we thought deserved it, but at times we have
also shown mercy.
C When we find ourselves personally wronged, these are the times
we want to demand justice. And while meting out justice would
be the “right thing to do”, extending mercy might be what is
actually needed.
P So, applying the idea of what we deserve from God vs. what He
actually gives us, we can appreciate the call to show mercy.
C Though by our sins we deserve God’s eternal wrath and
punishment, He instead chose to punish a substitute, His Son,
Jesus Christ.
P Christ took our punishment, which means that He faced God’s
justice which our sin demanded. Instead of punishing us for our
wrongdoing, God forgives us our sins, extending His incredible
mercy.
C All of which means that Jesus faced the Father’s justice and
punishment for our sins, while we received the Father’s abundant
mercy: forgiveness, life, and salvation.
All Thank God for His great and unparalleled demonstration of
mercy. Amen.
2

Reading
Titus 3:3–7
3
For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray,
slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in
malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. 4But
when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, 5he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified
by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.
Reading

Matthew 27:27–31

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the
governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion
before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
29
and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head
and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they
mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on
him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when
they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his
own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.
27

Reading

Luke 23:32–43

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to
death with him. 33And when they came to the place that is called
The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his
garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he
is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked
him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you
are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
32
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One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying,
“Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under
the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for
we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has
done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
39

543 What Wondrous Love Is This

Tune and text: Public domain

Message

A Mercy Like No Other
4

Prayer
The Blessing
P May the mercy of our Heavenly Father through His Son, Jesus
Christ, encourage and strengthen your faith, as you look to Christ
who suffered on your behalf.
C Amen
439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken

Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude
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sts. 1-4
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