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Our Mission Statement

Empowered by the Spirit through Word and Sacrament, Lutheran Church
of Our Savior will minister in word and action to our members and to
the community, witnessing our faith in Christ who saved and gave new
life to those who believe in Him.
As we observe worship inside the sanctuary today, please be respectful
of the wishes and needs of others.
* If you are sick, do not come.
* You may take your temperature at home before coming. If you
have a fever, stay home.
* Masks are encouraged.
* The church will be sanitized. Doors will be sanitized.
Entering the Church and Sanctuary
T Outside doors will be propped open wherever possible. Doors to
the sanctuary will be propped open.
T Do not congregate as you enter the church. Do not congregate in
the narthex as you come into the sanctuary. Make use of both
doors into the sanctuary so that you keep your 6-foot distance
from others.
T Every other pew will be roped off. Please sit in every other pew.
Families may sit close together. Please sit 6 feet apart from others
within your pew.
Exiting the Sanctuary
T At end of service, please wait for an usher to excuse your row.
Back rows will be dismissed first. Please maintain your distancing
from those ahead of you.
T Thank you for following these guidelines as much as possible.

Advent Midweek 2
The Birth of Jesus Christ: It’s an Angel Story
December 9, 2020
Prelude
Welcome
388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Tune and text: Public domain

Opening
P The birth of Jesus Christ is also the story of angels, one
prominent one, and many others. These angels, like all of
God’s angels, were messengers who had been sent out with
their important announcements.
C This was their assignment, to announce the Good News.
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P And so, one “courier delivery” after another, these angels
brought news to the key figures in the story of Christ’s birth.
First was Zechariah. Then Mary, and then separately, Joseph.
C The angels, including an important one named Gabriel,
brought news about the birth of a child. In every case, they
began their announcement with the words, “Do not be
afraid—For I have come with Good News.”
P The Good News was about the birth of a child, our Savior.
This Good News was meant for all people, but God allowed
His angels to bring the news to His people via special
delivery.
C We rejoice in the Good News of a Savior, born for us. But we
also rejoice that all of God’s mighty angels shared its joy and
excitement. It tells us that angels love God’s plan of salvation
and care about His people.
All We thank You God, for your special angel messengers, and
for Your Good News, a child born for us.
Readings
Luke 1:8–38
8
Now while he was serving as priest before God when his
division was on duty, 9according to the custom of the
priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the
Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole multitude of the
people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11And
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the
right side of the altar of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled
when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13But the angel said
to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you
shall call his name John. 14And you will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great before
the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he
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will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s
womb. 16And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the
Lord their God, 17and he will go before him in the spirit and
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to
make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”
18
And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this?
For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19And
the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring
you this good news. 20And behold, you will be silent and
unable to speak until the day that these things take place,
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in
their time.” 21And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and
they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22And when he
came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized
that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making
signs to them and remained mute. 23And when his time of
service was ended, he went to his home.
24
After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five
months she kept herself hidden, saying, 25“Thus the Lord has
done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away
my reproach among people.”
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to
a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the
virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of
greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the
3

Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a
virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.
36
And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was
called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
35

Luke 2:8–14
8
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a
great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
12
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”
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368 Angels We Have Heard on High

Text and tune: Public domain

The Message

The Birth of Jesus Christ—It’s an Angel Story

Prayer
The Blessing
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380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Tune and text: Public domain

Postlude
Offering (As You Exit)
Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.

6

