
Under New Management 

God is in Control of Our Lives  
 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation” 

(2 Corinthians 5:17-18) 

 
When a business such as a restaurant changes ownership, a sign that reads “Under New 

Management” is usually posted.  The menu, the service, and even the décor can change, which 

makes the old restaurant hardly recognizable. So it is with our lives in Christ.  St. Paul writes, 

“I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me.  And 

the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself 

for me” (Galatians 2:20).  In essence, we live under new management, letting God be in 

control.  The old godless person is hardly recognizable as the new person in Jesus is created.  “Therefore, if anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  God is now in control of our lives.  We have a new master and a 

new purpose: to live for Christ.  

 

Jesus Christ, Savior and Lord of the world, alone meets our needs perfectly.  His love, given as He sacrificed Himself 

for the world conquering death and sin, is the “drawing power”—drawing us away from selfish desires and sinful 

habits and pulling us to real peace and joy in Christ.  His love changes the direction of our lives from self to Him Who 

has made and redeemed us all.  Living for Christ allows no room for self-love that denies the priority of God and of 

service to others both within and outside our congregation.  The compelling love of Christ pulls us away from a 

gratification of our old nature and of fleshy desires or of seeking security in earthly things and human ingenuity and 

strength.    

 

God’s love is the energizing power so essential to every life.  Christ’s love summons us to a secure and joyful life of 

repentance, forgiveness, and fruitful service.  Indeed, “Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one 

died for all, and therefore all died” (2 Corinthians 5:14). Under Christ’s leadership, we “no longer live for [ourselves] 

but for Him Who died for [us] and was raised again” (2 Corinthians 5:15). 

New Creations in Christ 
Have you looked up the word “new” in your Bible concordance?  Just reading the portions of 

verses listed there is a very affirming and encouraging experience.  The message they give 

can be summed up in one phrase:  What Jesus brings us is always “New and improved!” 

 

Some verses talk about the new song that He has put into our mouths.  We no longer sing the 

blues; we have a song of rejoicing, words that extol our Savior and relate to others the greatness of our Lord. 

 

There are verses that remind us that there’s nothing ahead of us that Christ hasn’t faced before us.  Nothing that we 

encounter as His people will surprise our God, Who has all things under His control. 

 

We read that we are new creations, with new hearts and spirits, new lives and attitudes.  Even though our sinful human 

nature wrestles with our spiritual nature and often seems to win, we are assured that, in spite of what we do and say, 

we are still new, made new by Christ’s atoning work on the cross. 

 

That work, of course, is what ushered in the new covenant, a covenant based on grace rather than the Law; that work 

puts into effect the new command which is to love each other as Christ has loved us. 

 

We no longer give or serve because the Law commands it, but because Christ commands it and how can we not 

respond to that wondrous love that caused Him to give and to serve to the ultimate? 

 



Transformed Sinners 
God loves us just the way we are.  He didn’t wait until we became perfect or were even in the 

process of cleaning up our acts.  No, Romans 5:8 gives us the joyful news, “But God 

demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  

This is truly Good News!  It removes the fear, the guilt, the shame, for we know that we are 

certainly among the “all [who] have sinned and [fallen] short of the glory of God” (Romans 

3:23).  

 

God’s Good News doesn’t end there, for not only did He die so that we can spend eternity with Him, He died 

so that our eternity begins now as He transforms us into His likeness (2 Corinthians 3:18).  God is in control 

of our lives and He’s making us to be more like Jesus.  It means loving and serving our neighbors as Jesus 

loves and serves us.  It means being willing to sacrifice ourselves for others.  It means, according to Romans 

12:1, that we will “offer [our] bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God [as a] spiritual act of 

worship.”  No longer will we want to follow the ways of the world; instead, we will “be transformed by the 

renewing of [our] mind[s]” (Romans 12:2).  

 

Expressing Our Thanks to God 

How are we saying THANKS to God?  When we think of Christian stewardship, we probably think of what 

we place in the offering plate.  We hope that you are showing your gratitude through generous giving, but 

what are you doing with your talents that reflect your thankfulness for the talents God has entrusted to you? 

 

As stewards, we realize that our talents and abilities are gifts from God that are to be used in His service.  

When we use our gifts for God’s benefit, we acknowledge that He is the provider, and we express our thanks 

for what He gives to us.  We express our gratitude as we use our talents to help and support our neighbors as 

well as those in need.  We can also show our appreciation by serving in our church.  Some of the tasks that 

we can do around the church are fairly obvious, such as being kind and courteous to fellow worshippers, 

welcoming new visitors giving words of encouragement, volunteering to sing in the choir, ushering, teaching 

Sunday school, serving on committees or boards, serving on the altar guild, etc.  There are many ways of 

expressing thanks for the blessings that God has given to us, so let’s get busy! 

 

You are an important link in a chain of events that enables the Our Redeemer church family to: 

 Welcome people to faith through worship and music   

 Help people to grow in faith that works in real life through Christian education and fellowship   

 Show God’s love by serving our community and world in Jesus’ name. 


