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 It is amazing what creations artists can make at a Sandcastle building contest.   
The artists had a special kind of glue that held the sand together.  The glue held so 
well that one man even managed to make arches that spanned over a foot.  Our family 
stood in awe as we examined every detail and reflected on all the care, time, and effort 
that went into making these works of art. 
 

 Standing right next to the sand castle with arches was a pirate sand sculpture that  
was already falling apart.  Most of the sides had fallen off.  The base the artist had 
painstakingly smoothed was strewn with debris from the falling sand sculpture.   
The pirate himself was hardly even recognizable.  Sand sculpting is a fleeting and 
temporary art, even with the glue. 
 

 In Psalm 127:1, Solomon writes, ñUnless the Lord builds the house, those who 
build it labor in vain.ò  Now Solomon should know a thing or two about building.  
After all, Solomon was the king God chose to make the temple.  But when the 
Babylonians invaded Israel they destroyed even the temple, and in Lamentations, 
Jeremiah records the anguish of the Israelites who witnessed the aftermath. 
 

 In 1 Corinthians 3:16, Paul talks about a different templeðthe church.  ñDo you 
not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?ò  God builds 
this temple on the foundation of Jesus Christ.  God strengthens the temple of the 
church through Word and Sacramentða bond stronger than any glue.  This bond 
spans not only space but time as well, tying us to the historical church and spanning 
not just feet but continents and oceans with the true faith that God uses to keep us  
in the one church.  God wants to build you up through His Word.  Several Bible 
Studies are starting new topics in January.  It can be so encouraging to hear how  
God has built up other believers in their lives through His Word. 
 

 No matter how skillful and caring the creator is, inevitably a sand castle artist just 
walks away.  Our Creator never leaves us.  He promises that ñI am with you always,  
to the end of the ageò (Matthew 28:20b).  There may be times when your life feels 
much like that pirate sand sculpture with sand lying strewn about, but God promises  
to be with you.  That is what makes all the difference.  No matter what you are going 
through, God the architect of the whole universe and your personal savior is there  
with you.  We have a God who not only made us, but in Jesus, God became man so  
he knows our struggles.  Weôll be looking at how God is with us as we go through 
Advent and Christmas.  Jesus knows loneliness and fear, but He overcame them all  
for us and is here with us every moment of every day.   
            Pastor Peter 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE ...  

for the February newsletter 
is Sunday, January 20th.  
Please submit your 
information to the church 
office on or before this date 
so that it can be included in 
the February newsletter.   
If you should have any 
questions, please contact the 
church office at 662-3935. 

TELEPHONE:  (309)662-3935                   FAX:  (309)662-5338    
E-MAIL:  Office@OurRedeemerLCMS.net                 WEBSITE:  OurRedeemerLCMS.net 

Our  

Church Lutheran 
Redeemer   

ñThe Our Redeemer 
church family exists to 
welcome people to faith;  
help people grow  
in the faith that  
works in real life;  

and serve our community 
and the world  

together in Jesusô name.ò 



Serving in December 2018 
USHERS 

 

8:00 am   10:30 am 
 

December 2 & 9  December 2 & 9 
Ron Lund (Lead)  David Liebers (Lead) 
Tim Robertson  Dan Martin 
 

December 16    December 16 
Les Holloway (Lead)  Steve Sewell (Lead) 
Derek Holloway  Nick Sewell 
 

December 23 (9:00 am) December 24 (5:00 pm) 
David Tuggle (Lead)  Phil Christman (Lead) 
Doris Davenport  Les Houk 
 

December 30 (9:00 am) 
Greg Kahwaji (Lead) 
Larry Rowold 

ELDERS 
 

December 2, 9 & 16  
 Chris Byers (8:00 am)  
 Rich Castillo (10:30 am) 
 

December 23 & 30  
 Danny Kiedaisch (9:00 am) 
 

December 24 
 Danny Kiedaisch (5:00 pm) 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
 

   8:00 am      10:30 am  
 

December 2     Robyn Kahwaji     Greg and Tricia Johnson 
  

December 9  Stevenson Family     None 
   

December 16      Mike and Nancy Hathaway    Toni Martin 
 

December 23  Contact the Church Office if interested in serving this day (9:00 am) 
 

December 30  Bethany and Hannah Steck (9:00 am) 

ACOLYTES 
 

 8:00 am 10:30 am  
 

December 2 Noah Conrad and Matthew Davis Paige Martin 
  

December 5 Abby Yagow (7:00 pm) 
 

December 9 Dylan Hardwick None 
 

December 16 Abby Clapp Avery Hedican and Logan Yagow 
   

December 23 Olivia Miles and Emma Steck (9:00 am) 
 

December 24 Clay Bartman and Paige Martin (5:00 pm) 
 

December 30  Maia Olson (9:00 am) 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

December 2 OPEN (8:00 am) 
   

December 16 OPEN (8:00 am) 
 

December 23 OPEN (9:00 am) 
 

December 24 OPEN (5:00 pm) 

READERS 
 

     8:00 am  10:30 am 
 

December 2 Doris Davenport Julie Bauer 
  

December 9 Brian Otto None   
   

December 16 Julie Nikolanci Pam Fuller 
 

December 23 Dan Martin (9:00 am) 
 

December 30 Danny Kiedaisch (9:00 am) 



Serving in January 2019 
USHERS 

 

8:00 am   10:30 am 
 

January 6 & 13  January 6 & 13 
Chris Miller (Lead)  Max Bauer (Lead) 
Mike Hathaway  Greg Johnson 
 

January 20 & 27  January 20 & 27 
Rick Edwards (Lead)  Rob Cochran (Lead) 
Mark Soukup   Shawn Clapp 

ELDERS 
 

 

January 6 & 13 
 Bill Ohlendorf (8:00 am)  
 Jeff Kuenneth (10:30 am) 
 

January 20 & 27 
 John Ohlendorf (8:00 am) 
 Mike Mounce (10:30 am) 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
 

   8:00 am      10:30 am  
 

January 6 Connie Kuenneth Amanda Meyer 
  

January 13 Denise Castillo Carie Clapp 
   

January 20 Sheryl Soukup Chris and Anna Sewell 
 

January 27  Robyn Kahwaji     Courtney Hohulin 

ACOLYTES 
 

 8:00 am 10:30 am  
 

January 6 Noah Conrad and Dylan Hardwick Avery Hedican and Baylee Reinhardt 
  

January 13 Matthew Davis and Elizabeth Turner Abby Yagow 
   

January 20 Abby Clapp Olivia Miles 
 

January 27  Clay Bartman      Maia Olson and Logan Yagow 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

January 6 OPEN (8:00 am) 
  

January 13 John and Tami Ohlendorf (10:30 am) 
   

January 20 OPEN (8:00 am) 
 

January 27 Mike and Pam Mounce (10:30 am) 
   

READERS 
 

  8:00 am  10:30 am 
 

January 6 Kris Boerger Jen Wright 
  

January 13 Cally Robertson Tina Yagow 
   

January 20 Kris Boerger Mark Vasel 
 

January 27 John Nikolanci Dan Martin 
   



Weˍɶesdˉʦ,  
N˛ʁˏʸɧˏʞ 21sʠ 
aʠ 7:˪0 ˞ʗ 

 

C˛ɵʍ f˛ʞ ʆ  
w˛rˀ˓˔ʜ ˢ˔ɵʍ ᴗ 
ˁhˉʹks˒˔˥˔nʐ tʙ  
˛ˤʞ Gl˛ˠi˛uʟ Goʋ. 

 

 

All families are invited  

to start the holiday season  

with the annual  
 

Our Redeemer  

Church Decorating  
 

on Saturday, December 1st 

beginning at 8:30 am.          

 

Childrenôs Christmas  
Worship Service:  
A Service of  

Lessons and Carols 
 

On Sunday, December 9th at 
the 10:30 am worship service, 
all are invited to join with the 
children and families of the 
Our Redeemer church family 
as we celebrate by singing 
some of the familiar Christmas 
carols of praise and again hear 
Godôs own words of love to us 
in sending His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior.   

 

Advent Devotion Book 
 
Stop by the table in the narthex to pick up  
a copy of this yearôs Advent devotion book  
ñThe Coming Kingò.  The coming Saviorôs birth 
was foretold by the prophets of old and later 
experienced by many who were on hand as  
He came into this world.  Mary and Joseph, 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, Simeon, shepherds,  
wise men from the east, a legion of angels,  
and even King Herodðall play their parts in  
the Gospel narratives that speak of the Saviorôs 
incarnation.  Explore the many ways their lives 
were touched as God became one of us, for each 
of us.   
 
Advent begins December 2nd.  You are welcome 
and encouraged to pick up a copy for yourself as 
well as one for other family and friends.  Regular 
and large print editions are available. 


