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Sometime around the year 762 BC Amos, a herdsman from the small Judean town 

of Tekoa, heard the voice of God and compared it to hearing the roaring of a lion 

(Amos 1:2; 3:8). What set off this divine roaring that sent Amos into the fray? 

People were busy with religion, but they were not heartbroken over what was 

happening to the little people on the fringes of society. Samaria, Israel’s capital was 

a place of affluence and power, but its leaders were indifferent to the poor. So the 

Lord roared. And Amos preached. 

There are biblical images of God as a caring Shepherd (e.g., Psalm 23) and a mighty 

redeemer (e.g., Job 19:25). But we dare not let these images remove the claws and 

teeth of the Lion who roars against spiritual hypocrisy and smug indifference. The 

message of Amos is singular—Restore the Roar! 

This Lent, we will listen to the Lion as he 

rumbles in his jungle, pointing out our 

complacency, duplicity and sin. But, and thank 

God for this, the ferocious Lion is also the 

bleeding Lamb. Our Lord’s mighty power is 

made most perfect in the weakness of the 

cross. And, gathering under the cross, we will 

all the more be amazed when the roaring Lion 

defeats his greatest enemies—the devil, hell 

and the power of death. Swelling with 

resurrection joy we will say of Jesus, “The 

Lion of the tribe of Judah has 

triumphed” (Revelation 5:5). On Easter the 

roar of God’s saving love is restored forevermore! 

The Book of Amos will shape us this Lenten Season as we listen to the following 

sermons on Wednesday evenings:  

February 14 Ash Wednesday “I Feel the Earth Move Under my Feet!”  (Amos 1:1–2) 

February 21: “Upside Down!”  (Amos 3:1–8) 

February 28: “The Night the Lord Has Made”  (Amos 5:18-20) 

March 7: “Caring for Joseph”  (Amos 6:1–7)  

March 14: “Priceless People”  (Amos 7:1–3)  

March 21: “Lion Alert!” (Amos 7:10–17) 

March 29: Maundy Thursday “The Taste Test”  (Amos 8:11–14) 

March 30: Good Friday “Buried!”  (Amos 9:1–6) 

April 1: Easter “Come to the Feast!”  (Amos 9:11–15) 

The Sunday morning Adult Bible Class will follow a similar schedule. Everything is 

in place so that we stand amazed at this God, our God—who is both the Lion and the 

Lamb. 

Shalom, 

Pastor Schatte 
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Aimee Hall 2/1 

Ethan Shupe 2/3 

Addie Jackson 2/5 

Reagan Hall 2/6 

Jerry Troxel 2/7 

Adam Eatherton 2/8 

Sue Milburn 2/9 

Sarah Walton 2/11 

Nicholas Cruse 2/14 

Bob Miller 2/17 

Samantha Rebstock 2/17 

Alice Swigart 2/17 

Valerie Quindt 2/21 

Karen Diederich 2/22 

Laura Jenson 2/22 

Mike and Julie Norris 2/4 

Gus and Diane Schumann 2/14 

Paul and Vicki Ervin 2/18 

Jim and Diane Autry 2/23 

February 14 

 Trustees and Evangelism 

February 21 

 Elders and CrossTown 

February 28 

 Fellowship 

March 7 

 Christian Ed/Youth and Stewardship 

March 14 

 Trustees and Evangelism 

March 21 

 Elders and CrossTown 

The Pecan Life Group meets the 2nd and 

4th Sunday evening of each month at 7:00 

PM at various homes.  We gather for 

fellowship, refreshments, and a discussion 

topic.  Our current topic is "Re-Solutions" 

by Andy Stanley.  Friends and neighbors 

are always invited!  It’s a great way to meet 

and form relationships in an informal 

atmosphere.  Please contact Cathy 

McConnell at cjmcconnell53@gmail.com 

or 817-301-9977 for more information. 

Mac Prichard-Warren 2/22 

Cecil Wimberly 2/22 

Diane Autry 2/24 

Shelly O’Tole 2/26 

Cynthia Coffin 2/27 

Steve Myers 2/28 

Hanna Schatte 2/28 

Tom Wuensche 2/28 

mailto:cjmcconnell53@gmail.com
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“I am not commanding you, but I want to test 

the sincerity of your love by comparing it 

with the earnestness of others.  For you know 

the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 

became poor, so that you through his poverty 

might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9).  

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. 

Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church 

in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of 

their faith by their generosity in giving. He 

does this because giving generously is a gift 

of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.  

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in 

everything—in faith, in speech, in 

knowledge, in complete earnestness and in 

your love for us—see that you also excel in 

this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In 

other words, just as we grow in faith and 

speech and knowledge of eternal things by 

the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, so 

also do we grow in giving from the same 

Spirit through the same Word.  

The problem is that the grace of generosity 

often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that 

we stop giving, but we don’t put it first. We 

treat it like all the other bills that must be 

paid. It becomes a chore, just one more thing 

to check off a list of things to do. That 

empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of 

the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign 

to it.  

On top of that, since this generosity is linked 

to faith and knowledge of divine things, a 

lack of excelling in giving is a sure sign that 

our faith and knowledge of God are under 

attack as well.  

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of 

generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. 

Even though He was rich, He became poor so 

that we who are poor might become rich. 

Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of 

our Lord on the cross is the reason, source, 

and driving force for our generosity in giving 

to the church.  

And since Christ who was rich became poor 

so that we might be rich in His grace—of 

which generous giving is part—so we also 

who are rich in His grace can excel in 

pressing His grace into service toward the 

gracious work of the church.  

Pay attention to what you give to the church 

so that you may excel at it. And if you find 

that your heart has grown cold or indifferent 

toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. 

Read it at home. Attend Bible Class. Hear 

and listen to it preached in the Divine 

Service.  

Be reminded of what Christ has done for you 

in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For 

this will strengthen your faith and 

knowledge. And where that excels, so will 

the grace of giving excel also.  

Test  the  Sincerity  of  Your  Love 
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Imagine how much ministry would happen in our 

congregation if we had a team of well-trained 

caregivers equipped to provide one-on-one 

Christian care to people who  need it. 

Stephen Ministry can provide that high-quality 

Christian care. This is a proven, step-by-step 

process to establish a lay caring ministry that 

works. It’s a system that’s built to last—going 

strong for over 20 (or even 30!) years in hundreds 

of congregations.  

What is Stephen Ministry? 

Stephen Ministry is a Christ-centered, 

psychologically sound ministry that provides 

training and resources for the pastor, church staff, 

and lay leaders who direct the ministry in our 

church, and high quality materials for training our 

Stephen Ministers. It is a flexible program—it 

works well in congregations with fewer than 100 

members or more than 10,000. 

As a result of having Stephen Ministry in our 

congregation: 

 Hurting people will receive distinctively 

Christian care when they need it most 

 Laypeople will have the opportunity to use their 

gifts in ministry and see God working through 

them 

 Our pastor will have more time for other areas of 

ministry 

 This congregation will have a powerful tool for 

reaching out to the community with Christ’s love  

Who are Stephen Ministers? 

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen 

Minister?” One way to put it is that Stephen 

Ministers are the After People. 

They are ready to come alongside you—or your 

friends, neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and 

provide comfort and support for as long after as 

needed. 

Stephen Ministers are there: 

...after the phone call you hoped you’d never get. 

...after the divorce papers are served and the bottom falls out of your life. 

...after the funeral, when everyone has left ad the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you. 

...after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.” 

...after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.” 

...after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house suddenly seems empty. 

...after the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away. 

...after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible. 

...after you find a pink slip in your final paycheck. 

...after your friends and family have heard your story one too many times, but you still need to talk it out. 

Our Savior Prepares for Stephen Ministry 

 

Is Stephen Ministry a way you might be interested  in serving your 
congregation? All it takes is a caring heart and a relatively small 
time commitment. For more information, call the church office. 
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All Boards and Council Meeting January 11, 2018 

Dave Huett began the Council meeting with a prayer. 

The Boards were dismissed for their meetings. 

Dave Huett called the Council meeting to order.  

There being no corrections or changes to the minutes of the last 

meeting, they were approved as published in the newsletter. 

Financial Secretary report (Diane Myers)  

December income from congregational giving was $62,861.68; 

2017 Annual income was $434,881.48. The year-to-date vari-

ance was $53,937.48; this variance was in a positive direction. 

Treasurer’s report (Diane Myers) 

We thank the Lord for his many blessings. Diane went over the 

Treasurer’s report. The dedicated accounts are fully covered. 

We have two mortgages, the first mortgage currently stands at 

$57,079.36; the second mortgage stands at $316,119.35. 

We discussed possible ways to use the surplus funds from this 

year. Several suggestions were offered: 

 Make a $10K payment to the smaller mortgage in March 

2018 

 Increase payments to the smaller mortgage by $1,500 per 

month, which will allow payoff in June, 2019 

 Transfer monies equal to CrossTown’s profit, minus a $1,500 

advance made in June 2017, to CrossTown’s Money Market 

account (which would allow them to make some needed im-

provements 

 Transfer $20K to the Reserve/Replacement dedicated account  

This plan leaves $10K of the surplus uncommitted. 

It was suggested that we do a survey of the congregation to 

solicit suggestions of other ways to use the surplus. In any case, 

we need to take the first two items to the congregation in the 

next voters’ meeting, as they would require a budget revision. 

The Boards should also discuss this at their next meetings to 

see if they have any suggestions. 

The Standing Reports were accepted into the record. 

The Boards presented their reports. 

Stewardship—Cheryl Lindsay 

Teresa Thomas will spearhead the implementation of Stephen 

Ministries in the congregation. 

Crosstown—Steve Barber 

Current enrollment is 163 slots filled out of 185, which is a 

slight increase in enrollment. Teacher count and quality are 

both excellent. Looking at opening a new room for two-year 

olds, as that is where the present need is greatest. To do that, 

Mary would need to have 7 students and would have to buy a 

portable sink in order to meet state standards. 

Youth—no report 

Evangelism—Toya Unger 

Reviewed projects. Will add Neighbors in Need to our current 

lineup—every fourth Sunday we will collect laundry soap and 

toilet paper to distribute to the apartments across the street. Ad-

vent dinner projects went very well; will do this again during 

Lent. If any other Board has a project, please let us know. We 

would be glad to have you use one of the nights. 

Fellowship—Diane Schumann 

Lenten meals schedule is as follows: 

 February 14—Trustees and Evangelism 

 February 21—Elders and CrossTown 

 February 28—Fellowship 

 March 7—Christian Ed/Youth and Stewardship 

 March 14—Trustees and Evangelism 

 March 21—Elders and CrossTown 

The Board discussed having lasagna, salad, and desserts at their 

meal on February 28. They also discussed the soup boil at 5:30 

tomorrow night (01/12). 

Trustees—Mike Case 

The sign will be shipped this coming week and should be in-

stalled the following week. The leak in the portico has been 

taken care of. Met with several other pastors to see how their 

churches handle security. Security team will be going to anoth-

er seminar. Steve is fleshing out the security plan. Looking at 

using a video system; will probably go ahead with this as it is 

the best use of resources, both human and financial. There was 

some discussion by the Council about the location of the video 

monitor. Also discussed number and placement of cameras. The 

items in the old storage sheds need to be moved into the new 

building. 

Elders—Billy Winters 

District Convention will be held in June. Steve Barber will be 

the OSLC delegate. New circuit visitor is Bill Lowry. Lent 

meals will be at 5:45. Pastor will be gone from February21-26 

to his son’s wedding. Pastor Autry will take over services in his 

absence. Will begin a study on Pastors and Elders at the next 

Elders’ meeting. 

Old Business 

Billy is still looking over the OSLC Constitution for final cor-

rections. 

New Business 

Need to announce the nominating committee at the February 

Council meeting. 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn. Passed unanimously. 

Pastor closed with a prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rachel E. Nunez 

Congregational Secretary 
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Kid’s Corner 
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Serving Our Lord and Each Other 

Pastor:   The Rev. David Schatte 

Altar:  Charlotte Winters and Cindy Marshall 
Sound Booth:  Mike Case 

Organist:  Kathleen Black  

 

Our Servants for February 4 (Communion Sunday) 

Elder:  Billy Winters 

Acolyte:  Sean Brown 

Greeter:  Karen Britton 
Ushers:  Gus Schumann, Mike Case, Mark Milburn & Frank Novak 

Cookies:  Wanda Walton 

Counters:  Bill and Sue Voss 

 

Our Servants for February 11 

Elder:  Doug Knippa 
Acolyte:  Logan Hall 

Greeter:  Steve Barber 

Ushers: Billy Winters, Tom Wuensche, Paul Ervin & Frank Novak 

Cookies:  Charlotte Fowler 

Counters:   David and Barbara Townsend 

 
Our Servants for February 14 (Ash Wednesday) 

Elder:  Billy Winters 

Acolyte:  Aedan Jackson 

 

Our Servants for February 18 (Communion Sunday) 

Elder:   David Townsend 

Acolyte:  Sean Brown 
Greeter:  Karen Case 

Ushers: Marty Griffith, Russ Meyer, Dave Rasmussen & Frank Novak 

Cookies:  Kurt Stenberg 

Counters:  David and Barbara Townsend 

 

Our Servants for February 21 
Elder:  Gus Schumann 

Acolyte:  Logan Hall 

 

Our Servants for February 25 

Elder:  Mark Jackson 

Acolyte:  Aedan Jackson 

Greeter:  Lori Shupe 
Ushers: Bill Voss, Mike O’Toole, Cecil Wimberly & Frank Novak 

Cookies:  Teresa Thomas 

Counters:  Gus and Diane Schumann 

 

Our Servants for February 28 

Elder:  Bill Voss 

Acolyte:  Sean Brown 



1400 North Meadows Drive 

Granbury, TX 76048 
 

OUR SAVI OR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Phone: 817-573-5011 

Fax: 817-579-9479 

E-mail: office@oursavior.us 

. . . making disciples who know, 
live, and share the love of Christ! 

We’re on the Web! 

oursavior.us 

Lectionary Readings for February 

  First Reading Epistle Gospel 

February 4 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 40:21-31 1 Corinthians 9:16-27 Mark 1:29-39 

February 11 

The Transfiguration of our Lord 
2 Kings 2:1-12 

2 Corinthians 3:12-
18; 4:1-6 Mark 9:2-9 

February 14 

Ash Wednesday 
Amos 1:1-2 Hebrews 12:25-29 John 3:1-17 

February 18 

First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 22:1-18 James 1:12-18 Mark 1:9-15 

February 25 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-
16 Romans 5:1-11 Mark 8:27-38 


