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Service of Light 
 

Stand 
 
L The Spirit and the Church cry out: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
L All those who await His appearance pray: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
L The whole creation pleads: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
L Joyous light of glory: 
C of the immortal Father; 

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 
We have come to the setting of the sun, 
and we look to the evening light. 
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
You are worthy of being praised 
with pure voices forever. 
O Son of God, O Giver of life: 
the universe proclaims Your glory. 

 
Thanksgiving for Light 
L We praise and thank You, O God, for You are without beginning and without 

end. Through Christ You are the creator and preserver of the whole world; but 
above all, You are His God and Father, the giver of the Spirit, and the ruler of all 
that is, seen and unseen. You made the day for the works of light and the night 
for the refreshment of our weakness. O loving Lord and source of all that is good, 
mercifully accept our evening sacrifice of praise. As You have conducted us 
through the day and brought us to night’s beginning, keep us now in Christ; grant 
us a peaceful evening and a night free from sin; and at the end bring us to 
everlasting life through Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory, honor, and power 
to You in the Holy Spirit now and always and forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 
C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
! O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly; 
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hear my voice when I cry to You. 
C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
@ Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, 

and guard the door of my lips. 
! Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; 

let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers. 
@ But my eyes are turned to You, O God; 

in You I take refuge. 
Strip me not of my life. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 
L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your 
praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify 
You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 133 
1Behold, how good and pleas- | ant it is* 
 when brothers dwell in | unity! 
2It is like the precious oil on the head, 
 running down on the beard, 
on the beard of | Aaron,* 
 running down on the collar | of his robes! 
3It is like the dew of Hermon, 
 which falls on the mountains of | Zion!* 
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, 
 life for- | evermore. 
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350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Exodus 40:1–8 
L A reading from Exodus, chapter 40. 
  
 1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“On the first day of the first month you shall 
erect the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 3And you shall put in it the ark of the 
testimony, and you shall screen the ark with the veil. 4And you shall bring in the table 
and arrange it, and you shall bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 5And you 
shall put the golden altar for incense before the ark of the testimony, and set up the 
screen for the door of the tabernacle. 6You shall set the altar of burnt offering before 
the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, 7and place the basin between the 
tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 8And you shall set up the court all 
around, and hang up the screen for the gate of the court. 
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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C Amen. 
 

333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service 
Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004478 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 
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L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks 
to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 
  
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one 

another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 
C To You, O Lord. 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 

give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
Benedicamus LSB 252 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 252 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you. 

5 | P a g e  
 

Reading 1 Timothy 2:1–7 
L A reading from 1 Timothy, chapter 2. 
  
 1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is 
pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, 
which is the testimony given at the proper time. 7For this I was appointed a preacher 
and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 
and truth. 
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Luke 1:8–17 
L A reading from Luke, chapter 1. 
  
 8Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 
9according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple 
of the Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole multitude of the people were praying 
outside at the hour of incense. 11And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled when 
he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name John. 14And you will have joy and gladness, and many 
will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink 
wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb. 16And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17and 
he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the 
Lord a people prepared.” 
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Sermon 
 

Canticle 
 

Stand 
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Magnificat LSB 248 
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Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Litany LSB 249 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all 

servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government 

and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every 
good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and 

every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, 

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from 
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  


