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The congregation assembles in silence. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 
L The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
C Amen. 
  
L It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 
  
L to herald Your love in the morning, 
C Your truth at the close of the day. 
 

Confession 
 
L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 
L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, 
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty 
to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 
all your sins. Amen. 

  
C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 
all your sins. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Psalm Psalm 130 
1Out | of the depths* 
 I cry to you, | O LORD! 
2O Lord, | hear my voice!* 
 Let your ears be attentive 
 to the voice of my pleas for | mercy! 
3If you, O LORD, should mark in- | iquities,* 
 O Lord, | who could stand? 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 258 
L Guide us waking, O Lord, 

and guard us sleeping 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 
Guide us waking, O Lord, 
and guard us sleeping 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 
Benediction LSB 259 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

you and keep you. 
C Amen. 
 

Acknowledgments 
Compline from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 



6 | P a g e  
 

 
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let 

Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be 
on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness 

is no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, 
especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence 
in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and 
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with 
confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with 

us and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end 
of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, 
with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with 
us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear 
and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the 
faithful, now and forever. 

 
C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 257 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 
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4But with you there is for- | giveness,* 
 that you | may be feared. 
5I wait for the LORD, my | soul waits,* 
 and in his | word I hope; 
6my soul waits for the Lord 
 more than watchmen for the | morning,* 
 more than watchmen for the | morning. 
7O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
 For with the LORD there is | steadfast love,* 
 and with him is plentiful re- | demption. 
8And he will redeem | Israel* 
 from all his in- | iquities. 
 

Sit 
 

Office Hymn 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 

Romans 2.18-25 
 
 18and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from 
the law; 19and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to 
those who are in darkness, 20an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having 
in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21you then who teach others, 
do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22You 
who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor 
idols, do you rob temples? 23You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the 
law. 24For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 
because of you.” 
 25For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, 
your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

John 1.29-42 
 
 29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven 
like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but he who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and have borne 
witness that this is the Son of God.” 
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 35The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36and he looked at 
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38Jesus turned and saw them following and said 
to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it 
was about the tenth hour. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his own brother Simon and said 
to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42He brought him to 
Jesus. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Responsory LSB 255 
L Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
C Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
L You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
C Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
 

607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 
1 From depths of woe I cry to Thee, 

    In trial and tribulation; 
Bend down Thy gracious ear to me, 
    Lord, hear my supplication. 
If Thou rememb’rest ev’ry sin, 
Who then could heaven ever win 
    Or stand before Thy presence? 

 
2 Thy love and grace alone avail 

    To blot out my transgression; 
The best and holiest deeds must fail 
    To break sin’s dread oppression. 
Before Thee none can boasting stand, 
But all must fear Thy strict demand 
    And live alone by mercy. 

 
3 Therefore my hope is in the Lord 

    And not in mine own merit; 
It rests upon His faithful Word 
    To them of contrite spirit 
That He is merciful and just; 
This is my comfort and my trust. 
    His help I wait with patience. 
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4 And though it tarry through the night 
    And till the morning waken, 
My heart shall never doubt His might 
    Nor count itself forsaken. 
O Israel, trust in God your Lord. 
Born of the Spirit and the Word, 
    Now wait for His appearing. 

 
5 Though great our sins, yet greater still 

    Is God’s abundant favor; 
His hand of mercy never will 
    Abandon us, nor waver. 
Our shepherd good and true is He, 
Who will at last His Israel free 
    From all their sin and sorrow. 

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Prayer 
 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C listen to my cry. 
  
L Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 
C hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 
  
L In righteousness I shall see You; 
C when I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 
 

One or more of the following are prayed. 
 
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that 

we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows 

lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is 
over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and 
a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all 

perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 


