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Benediction LSB 259 
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

us and keep us. 
C Amen. 
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The congregation assembles in silence. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 
L The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
C Amen. 
  
L It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 
  
L to herald Your love in the morning, 
C Your truth at the close of the day. 
 

Confession 
 
L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 
L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, 
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty 
to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 
all your sins. Amen. 

  
C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 
all your sins. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear 
and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the 
faithful, now and forever. 

 
C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 257 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 258 
L Guide us waking, O Lord, 

and guard us sleeping 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 
Guide us waking, O Lord, 
and guard us sleeping 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep we may rest in peace. 
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Then walk obedient to Your Word, 
And now and ever praise You, Lord. 

Text: Paul Eber, 1511–69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Prayer 

 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C listen to my cry. 
  
L Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 
C hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 
  
L In righteousness I shall see You; 
C when I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 
 

One or more of the following are prayed. 
 
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that 

we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows 

lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is 
over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and 
a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all 

perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

 
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let 

Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be 
on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness 

is no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, 
especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence 
in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and 
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with 
confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with 

us and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end 
of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, 
with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with 
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Psalm Psalm 102 
1Hear my prayer, | O LORD;* 
let my cry | come to you! 
2Do not hide your face from me 
 in the day of | my distress!* 
Incline your ear to me; 
 answer me speedily in the day | when I call! 
3For my days pass a- | way like smoke,* 
 and my bones burn like a | furnace. 
4My heart is struck down like grass and has | withered;* 
 I forget to | eat my bread. 
5Because of my loud | groaning* 
 my bones cling | to my flesh. 
6I am like a desert owl of the | wilderness,* 
 like an owl of the waste | places; 
7I | lie awake;* 
 I am like a lonely sparrow on the | housetop. 
8All the day my enemies | taunt me;* 
 those who deride me use my name | for a curse. 
9For I eat ashes | like bread* 
 and mingle tears | with my drink, 
10because of your indignation and | anger;* 
 for you have taken me up and | thrown me down. 
11My days are like an evening | shadow;* 
 I wither a- | way like grass. 
12But you, O LORD, are enthroned for- | ever;* 
 you are remembered throughout all gener- | ations. 
13You will arise and have pity on | Zion;* 
 it is the time to favor her; 
 the appointed | time has come. 
14For your servants hold her | stones dear* 
 and have pity | on her dust. 
15Nations will fear the name | of the LORD,* 
 and all the kings of the earth will fear your | glory. 
16For the LORD builds up | Zion;* 
 he appears in his | glory; 
17he regards the prayer of the | destitute* 
 and does not de- | spise their prayer. 
18Let this be recorded for a genera- | tion to come,* 
 so that a people yet to be created may | praise the LORD: 
19that he looked down from his | holy height;* 
 from heaven the LORD looked | at the earth, 
20to hear the groans of the | prisoners,* 
 to set free those who were | doomed to die, 
21that they may declare in Zion the name | of the LORD,* 
 and in Jerusa- | lem his praise, 
22when peoples gather to- | gether,* 
 and kingdoms, to wor- | ship the LORD. 
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23He has broken my strength in | midcourse;* 
 he has shortened | my days. 
24“O my God,” I say, “take me not away 
 in the midst | of my days—* 
you whose years endure 
 throughout all gener- | ations!” 
25Of old you laid the foundation | of the earth,* 
 and the heavens are the work | of your hands. 
26They will perish, but you | will remain;* 
 they will all wear out like a | garment. 
You will change them like a robe, and they will | pass away,* 
 27but you are the same, and your years | have no end. 
28The children of your servants shall | dwell secure;* 
 their offspring shall be established be- | fore you. 
 

Sit 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 

Job 14:1-6 
 
1“Man who is born of a woman 
 is few of days and full of trouble. 
2He comes out like a flower and withers; 
 he flees like a shadow and continues not. 
3And do you open your eyes on such a one 
 and bring me into judgment with you? 
4Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? 
 There is not one. 
5Since his days are determined, 
 and the number of his months is with you, 
 and you have appointed his limits that he cannot pass, 
6look away from him and leave him alone, 
 that he may enjoy, like a hired hand, his day.” 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Luke 17:20-30 
 
 20Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, [Jesus] 
answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed, 21nor 
will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the 
midst of you.” 
 22And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to see 
one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23And they will say to you, 
‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them. 24For as the lightning 
flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in 
his day. 25But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 
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26Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27They 
were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day 
when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28Likewise, 
just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, 
planting and building, 29but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur 
rained from heaven and destroyed them all— 30so will it be on the day when the Son 
of Man is revealed.” 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Responsory LSB 255 
L Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
C Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
L You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
C Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
 

615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need 
1 When in the hour of deepest need 

We know not where to look for aid; 
When days and nights of anxious thought 
No help or counsel yet have brought, 

 
2 Then is our comfort this alone 

That we may meet before Your throne; 
To You, O faithful God, we cry 
For rescue in our misery. 

 
3 For You have promised, Lord, to heed 

Your children’s cries in time of need 
Through Him whose name alone is great, 
Our Savior and our advocate. 

 
4 And so we come, O God, today 

And all our woes before You lay; 
For sorely tried, cast down, we stand, 
Perplexed by fears on ev’ry hand. 

 
5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 
Be with us in our anguish still; 
Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

 
6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 


