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Collect for the Word 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, 
by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel 
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

 
Blessing 

 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you. 
C Amen. 
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Stand 
 

Opening Versicles 
 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 
C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 
C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
  
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Readings From Holy Scripture 
 

Reading Romans 8:31-39 
L A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter. 
  

 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be[i] against 
us?32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 
with him graciously give us all things?33 Who shall bring any charge against God's 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—
more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us.[j] 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.38 For I 
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Prayer 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for 

the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of 

us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all 

who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  
 

Collect of the Day 
L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and 
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve 
You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 9-10 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 
    From earth to heav’n ascending, 
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 
    The Holy Spirit sending; 
In trouble He will comfort you 
And teach you always to be true 
    And into truth shall guide you. 

 
10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 
    And honored in your preaching. 
But watch lest foes with base alloy 
The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 
    This final word I leave you.” 

 
 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Sermon – In trouble He will comfort you 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 
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Reading John 16 
L  A reading from John,  the sixteenth chapter  
 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will 
put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will 
think he is offering service to God. 3 And they will do these things because they have not 
known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these things to you, that when their hour 
comes you may remember that I told them to you. 
The Work of the Holy Spirit 
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But 
now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
heart.7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And 
when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that 
are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.15 All 
that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it 
to you. 
Your Sorrow Will Turn into Joy 
16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see 
me.” 17 So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A 
little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see 
me’;and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?”18 So they were saying, “What does he 
mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that 
they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, 
what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while 
and you will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the 
world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.21 When a 
woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has 
delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being 
has been born into the world.22 So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, 
and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. 23 In that day you 
will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my 
name, he will give it to you.24 Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and 
you will receive, that your joy may be full. 
I Have Overcome the World 
25 “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no 
longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In 
that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on 
your behalf; 27 for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have 
believed that I came from God.[a] 28 I came from the Father and have come into the 
world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 
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29 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative 
speech! 30 Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question 
you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you 
now believe? 32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be 
scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the 
Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
   L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Reading Psalm 143 
 
Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
    give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
    In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
2 Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
    for no one living is righteous before you. 
3 For the enemy has pursued my soul; 
    he has crushed my life to the ground; 
    he has made me sit in darkness like those long dead. 
4 Therefore my spirit faints within me; 
    my heart within me is appalled. 
5 I remember the days of old; 
    I meditate on all that you have done; 
    I ponder the work of your hands. 
6 I stretch out my hands to you; 
    my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. Selah 
7 Answer me quickly, O Lord! 
    My spirit fails! 
Hide not your face from me, 
    lest I be like those who go down to the pit. 
8 Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, 
    for in you I trust. 
Make me know the way I should go, 
    for to you I lift up my soul. 
9 Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord! 
    I have fled to you for refuge.[a] 
10 Teach me to do your will, 
    for you are my God! 
Let your good Spirit lead me 
    on level ground! 
11 For your name's sake, O Lord, preserve my life! 
    In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 
12 And in your steadfast love you will cut off my enemies, 
    and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul, 
    for I am your servant. 
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Psalms, hymns, or choral music may be sung between the readings. 

 
Responsory 

 
L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

Stand 
 

Ten Commandments 
C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his 
ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 


