April - May Sermon Series:
Living as Easter People.
What does living life in the resurrection look like?
The first letter of John places a strong emphasis on life in the wake of Easter Sunday, and will provide valuable insight for us leading up to Pentecost.
Many theologians suggest 1 John is not actually a ‘letter’ so much as it is a sermon or message delivered in
written form to be read aloud to a congregation in Ephesus. The apostle John, writing and living out his longlife in Ephesus before being exiled on the island of Patmos, believed that at least one congregation of the
early church had fallen into a misunderstanding about Jesus and the relationship of the physical world to
God. The purpose of 1 John then, written decades after Paul’s letters and the other Gospel accounts, seems
to serve as a filter, helping to keep unhelpful Greek philosophical influences from washing back into Christian thought, fundamentally changing Christianity itself.
May 2—Living in God’s Love

(1 John 4:1-21)

You may have heard the phrase, ‘love is an action not a feeling.’ When we show our love to others, that is
the very presence of God working through us, for that is His nature. When we love, we are in Him and He is
in us. God is love and He shows His love for us through action. It was a physical deed He did when he sent
Jesus into the flesh, to live, die, and be resurrected for us.
May 9—Living with the Victory of Christ (1 John 5:1-8)
We are terrible at running the human race. We try to keep his commandments, but we often fail. That is why Jesus came into the
flesh to begin with. He ran the race and got it right! Through the relationship which God calls ‘faith’ we participate in Christ. That
means that our sins are forgiven and that Jesus is still in the race. Our connection to Him through faith and baptism means that He
shows up. It may be often obscured by our own weakness and fitfully, but He shows up and once in a while we do the right thing.

