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OKLAHOMA

New mercies — every morning
The Trunk 
During a stay at the 
grandparent’s farm 
west of Stillwater, 
my grandmother 
got the idea to 
clean out the little 
shed in back of the 
house. It wasn’t 
much bigger 
than an outhouse 
privy and the few times I peeked in, 
it was cluttered with junk. The door 
was “dutch” style, which made it easy 
for Granny Mae to open the 
top door to toss in unneeded 
items. 

But the shed cleaning meant 
that we would also swing open 
the bottom half of the door  — 
and disturb any rats, snakes or 
whatever else might be dwell-
ing in there! Any fear that I 
might have had was overcome by my 
“American Picker” gene! The thought of 
exploring the shed was rather exciting. 
As the shed door was opened, the scurry 
of a rat could be heard, but no snakes! 

We sorted through an accumulation of 
sundry items, and then I saw it — an old 
trunk. I pulled it out into the sunlight, 
opened the lid and then stepped back so 
Granny Mae could peruse the con-
tents of this Montgomery family time 
capsule. It was filled with old letters, 
papers, decaying ribbons and tarnished 
trinkets. Then she picked out something 
wrapped in an ancient napkin. It was 
a piece of cake. She began to reminisce 

of a wedding she attended years before. 
In a soft reminiscing voice, she said, 
“They’re celebrating their 50th anniver-
sary next month.”

That old trunk yielded many treasures. 
Some were sweet memories for Granny 
of bygone days and long-gone people; 
but a few trinkets were still a curiosity 
for this “American Picker” wannabe!

New Year Trunk 
As we hang a calendar marking a new 
year, it might be worthwhile for us to do 
so with the excitement of opening my 

Granny’s trunk. I think that a 
new year is God’s trunk given 
us, and we have no idea what 
it might contain. Some people 
fear new years, new months, 
new days and even new morn-
ings. They allow themselves to 
be overwhelmed with the fear 
of “what might be.” They may 

even allow themselves to be consumed 
by the past, focusing on harbored re-
grets or a longing for the good old days. 

God speaking through the prophet 
Isaiah gives us some encouraging words 
that we can apply to the way in which 

we face a new fear:

“Remember not the former things, 
nor consider the things of old. Be-
hold, I am doing a new thing.”  
Is. 43:18-19

He is telling us not to dwell on the past 
but to look forward to His blessings in 
the future. Earlier in that same chapter, 
He gives us a beautiful promise:

“But now thus says the Lord, He 
who created you, O Jacob, He who 
formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for 
I have redeemed you; I have called 
you by name, you are Mine. When 
you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the riv-
ers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you 
shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. For I am 
the Lord your God, the Holy One 
of Israel, your Savior.’ ” Is. 43:1-3

Wow! He knows our name. He knows 
our fears. He is our Keeper and Savior. 
He is in charge of the new year. He is in 
charge of our whole life!

Wet and Singed 
Our nation will be experiencing many 
changes and challenges as we inaugu-
rate a new president on Jan. 20. Our en-
ergy and farming sectors will be facing 
many economic and weather-related 
challenges. Our Lutheran Church—Mis-
souri Synod will be facing challenges 
in financing its ministry and mission 
outreach. There will be challenges as we 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 
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New Year 
blessings, 
saints of  

Oklahoma!
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This group loaded 
a truck in Tulsa, 
which soon headed 
to Wichita and the 
donations were 
given to Lutheran 
World Relief for dis-
tribution to those in 
need. 

Giving hearts
Many volunteers were active this fall 
collecting items to help those in need. 
Each of the zone Fall Fests held an 
ingathering that collected gifts for the 
needy, and many societies also contrib-
uted to Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
and Orphan Grain Train. 

Societies of the Oklahoma City Zone 
brought boxes of gifts for LWR to Holy 
Trinity, Edmond, during a Fall Fest 
on Sept. 24. The tally weighed 2,304 
pounds and included 304 quilts, 38 
blankets, 143 personal-care kits, 287 
school kits, 15 fabric kits, 44 baby-care 
kits and 114 pounds of soap.

Kingfisher and Lawton zones added 
their gifts to those collected by Okla-
homa City. On Oct. 3, four men loaded 
everything into Joel Bieber’s trailer 
in just 40 minutes. The gifts weighed 
3,390 pounds, which Bieber delivered 
to Wichita on Oct. 4.

The Tulsa and Miami zones put their 
items together at Christ the Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Tulsa, and rent-
ed a U-Haul truck with the help of a 
Thrivent Action Team and money from 
Christ the Redeemer. Many volunteers 
helped load the truck on Oct. 3 and 
then Patti Ross and Sharon Schmidt 
drove the truck to Wichita the next day. 
The load weighed 3,578 pounds.

The Tulsa Zone contributed 293 quilts, 
28 blankets, 148 health kits, 368 school 
kits, 39 sewing kits and 155 pounds of 
soap for a total weight of 2,575 pounds. 

The Miami Zone added 38 quilts, three 
blankets, 86 health kits, 222 school 
kits, six sewing kits and 14 layettes. The 
items weighed 1,006 pounds. 

The Lawton Zone involved the ladies 
in attendance at the Fall Fest held 
in Granite. Beth Scherbarth was the 
mission speaker, and blankets were tied 
and given to area police departments, 
fire departments, shelters, hospitals and 
people in need of comfort. All the ladies 
attending the Fall Fest had a hand in 
tying the blankets and distributing a 
blanket to a charity of their choice. 

The Panhandle Zone continues to col-
lect items for Orphan Grain Train. Ladies tie blankets in Granite.
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From left, 
Oklahoma City 
Zone President  
Myrna Lou 
Meyer, Dave 
Meyer, Bob 
Gerling, John 
Bobbitt and 
Joel Bieber. 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church, Broken Arrow, confirmed 12 youth on Oct. 30. 
From left, (front row) Jacob Kinsey, Simon Stevens, Cannon Seamster, Piper 
Kopp, Timothy Farlow, Alexandra Jensen; (back row) Hannah Bridgwater, 
Caden Wright, Ella Tucker, Kaeden Swaim, Kayce Bridgwater, Evan Magness.

Confirmed

CALL  
INFORMATION

▶  The Rev. John E. Wackler, was 
installed as sole pastor of Zion, 
Stillwater, on Sept. 25.

▶  The Rev. Timothy Wangerin, was 
installed as sole pastor of Holy 
Cross, Lawton, on Dec. 4.

▶  Alisha Schimm was installed as 
director of Parish Music at Holy 
Trinity, Edmond, on Sept. 25.

▶  The Rev. Harvey G. Johnson, emer-
itus, transferred to the Oklahoma 
District from the Minnesota South 
District.

▶  The Rev. Scott Whittenburg 
resigned from the pastorate of St. 
Paul, Enid, effective Nov. 29, and is 
now candidate status.

▶  The Rev. Gilbert Becker was called 
to glory on Aug. 21.

Immanuel Lutheran Christian Academy (ILCA) in Broken Arrow finished its high school football season Nov. 11 as Oklahoma 
Christian School Athletic Association (OCSAA) Class 2A state runner-up. The Crusaders advanced to the championship game 
by defeating Bartlesville Wesleyan Christian School 30-26 on Nov. 4. The head coach is Curtis Pettyjohn; the assistant coach 
is Tom Koepsel. —Submitted by Nathan Armer, president, ILCA Board of Trustees 

To
m

 K
oe

ps
el

ILCA finishes second in state
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Send  
subscriptions 
Send subscribers’ 
names and addresses 
to Linda Bradford, 2113 
Pine View Terrace,  
Edmond, OK 73003; 
405-824-4152; or 
Rlb1434@cox.net.

SEND NEWS
Please email anniversary 
and birthday information 
and photos no later than 
the 15th of each month, 
two months prior to the 
publication month.

Deadlines:
› March issue, Jan. 15 

› April issue, Feb. 15
› May issue, March 15
Send to:
›  OKLuthwitness@aol.com 

or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 

70, Owasso, OK 74055
Phone: 918-396-9629

We congratulate those who 
are celebrating 90 years or 
more!

Birthdays

MESSAGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

determine how to celebrate 
this 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation so as to posi-
tively impact the future. 

Our Oklahoma District 
will be facing challenges as 
several devoted pastors retire 
and the number of seminary 
graduates cannot keep up 
with the vacancy demand. 
And many of us will be 
experiencing the challenges 
of getting older! These con-
cerns have all the makings of 
being the “rivers” and “fire” 
that threaten to “overwhelm” 
and “consume.”

But God’s promise and pow-
er are greater than these and 
we will not be overwhelmed 

or consumed by them in 
this new year or anytime as 
we place our trust in Him. 
That’s His promise and God 
keeps His promises!

However, we might get a 
little wet or singed; we just 
won’t drown or fry! In these 
changing times, we have a 
changeless God:

“Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and 
forever.” Heb. 13:8

So open the trunk of this 
new year of 2017 with ex-
citement, joy and trust in the 
Lord your God! And prepare 
yourself to be surprised by 
His new mercies coming 
fresh to you every morning!

Anniversaries

We congratulate those in 
Oklahoma District  
congregations who are 
celebrating 50 years or 
more!

Adair, Bethlehem 
Louie and Betty Thiems 
58 years, Jan. 25

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Jerry and Judie Page 
56 years, Jan. 14

Breckinridge, Immanuel 
Mike and Joan Nicholas 
52 years, Jan. 24

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Bill and Sue Pahmeier 
57 years, Jan. 1

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Richard and Walterean  
Riekenberg 
63 years, Jan. 1

James and Marilyn Hoeltzel 
53 years, Jan. 26

Norman, Trinity 
Jim and Lois Bollinger 
51 years , Jan. 2

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Richard and Gloria Day 
60 years, Jan. 24

Tim and Marilyn Parker 
62 years, Jan. 29

Shawnee, Redeemer 
David and Carolyn Watson 
54 years, Jan. 11

Stillwater, Zion 
Frank and Dot Kulling 
55 years, Jan. 4

Blackwell, Trinity  
Floyd and Betty Hildebrand 
59 years, Jan. 26

Owasso, Faith 
Dale and Beverly Kunze 
51 years, Jan. 8

Ponca City, First 
Glenn and Nancy Hildebrand 
56 years, Jan. 20

Apache, St. Peter 
Alvin and Willie May Gerken 
68 years, Dec. 4

Bethany, Lutheran  
Church of Our Savior
Dorothy Carpenter 
94 years, Jan. 10

Claremore, Redeemer 
Ruth Ritter 
90 years, Oct. 7

Fairland, St. Paul 
Adolph Loehr 
91 years, Jan. 4

Fairmont, Zion 
Irene Gragert 
94 years, Jan. 21

Claremore, 
Redeemer
Erleen 
Markham
92 years, 
Jan. 31

Cushing,  
Our  
Redeemer
Dorothy Wolff
91 years, 
Jan. 1

Norman, Trinity 
Audrey Lowman 
93 years, Jan. 9

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Quinta Schubkegel 
90 years, Jan. 25


