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April 28, 2015 

 

48
th

 Convention Oklahoma District LCMS 

Minutes of Meeting – April 17-18, 2015 

NCED Norman, Oklahoma 

(Minutes approved by BOD at its May 2, 2015 meeting) 

 

April 17, 2015 

 

Call to Order – President, Rev. Barrie E. Henke called the 48
th

 Convention of The 

Oklahoma District of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod meeting to order around the 

theme “life together in the heartland” at 8:36 pm on Friday, April 17. 

 

Recognition – After welcoming all the delegates and guests, President Henke made 

special introductions. He introduced The Rev. Dr. Hebert Mueller, Jr., 1
st
 Vice 

President of the Synod and thanked him for being the preacher for our opening service. 

Henke also noted that Mueller would be making a presentation on behalf of the Synod 

President on Saturday morning. Henke then introduced Rev. Daniel Preus, the Central 

Region and 3
rd

 Vice President of the Synod. Henke then noted that Preus would be our 

essayist on Saturday afternoon, preach for the closing service, and then install the newly 

elected district president. Finally Henke introduced the immediate district past president, 

Rev. Paul Hartman and his wife, Marilyn. After his introduction of special guests, 

Henke then thanked those who helped plan and execute the convention: Vice Presidents – 

Rev. Myles Schultz, Rev. David Nehrenz, and Rev. Gregory Brown; District Secretary – 

Rev. W. R. Rains; District Treasurer – Brent England; Administrative Assistant – Janice 

Hedrick; and Administrative Secretary – Linda Bradford. Henke then thanked Rev. Gary 

Brandt, the Norman Circuit Visitor, and the Norman Circuit for hosting the convention 

and providing the devotions throughout the convention. He also thanked Philip Magness 

for serving as the cantor/organist for the convention. Finally he thanked Vicar John 

Zimmerman for serving as parliamentarian and Rev. Johnathan Meyer for being the time 

keeper. And last but not least, he thanked Vicar Chris Troxel and Emma Meyer for being 

convention helpers.  

 

Voting Machine Demonstration – Henke then introduced Tom Stuart with Interactive 

Church Solutions who would be handling the electronic voting devices. Henke also noted 

that committee #3 Elections would be assisting with the election results. Henke then 

recognized the Election Committee chairman Rev. Gary Brandt and his members – 

Rev. Greg Brown, Scott Dewald, Rev. Mark Bersche, Harvel Johnson, and Daryl 

Doughty. After the introduction, the voting delegates had an opportunity to practice 

using the voting devices.   

 

Registration and Credentials Report – Before Henke asked for a report, he introduced 

the chairman and members of Committee #2 Registration and Credentials. Chairman 

Rev. Mark Burger, Janice Hedrick, Linda Bradford, Rev. John Wilke, Rev. David 

Owens, Rev. Don Hefta, and Leola Thiemann. Burger then reported that as of 8:25 pm 

there were 123 voting delegates (pastors and lay), 23 advisory delegates (ordained and 

commissioned – voice but no vote), 4 special invited guests (no voice or vote), 3 

convention staff (no voice or vote), 33 guests (no voice or vote), and 14 vendors for a 
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total of 200 in attendance. The committee moved for adoption of the registration and 

credentials report. There were 119 votes cast – the report was accepted 118 to 1.  
 

Convention Rules – President Henke then asked Secretary Rains to read the convention 

rules. Rains directed the delegates to Section 1, page 5 of the Convention Workbook after 

reading the rules, Rains moved that the rules be adopted. Before Henke asked for a vote 

on the Convention Rules, he noted that it would take a 2/3 vote for the rules to be 

adopted. There were 119 votes cast – the rules were adopted 118 to 1. 

 

Agenda – President Henke then asked Secretary Rains to present the Convention 

Agenda. Rains then directed the delegates to the front of the Convention Workbook. 

After reading through the agenda, as secretary and on behalf of the convention planning 

committee, Rains moved the agenda be adopted. Henke then placed the agenda before 

delegates. There were 118 votes cast – the agenda was accepted 117 to 1. He then 

noted that if there were no objections, the minutes of the convention would be approved 

by the district board of directors (BOD) at its May 2, 2015 meeting. 

 

President’s Opening Address – President Henke thanked the assembly for the past three 

years. He then spoke about the blessings and challenges that the Office brings. He talked 

about our “life together in the heartland.”  

 

Election #1 – President Henke then asked Secretary Rains to present the slate for 

president and first vice president. Before directing the assembly to Section III, page 2 of 

the convention workbook where the candidates for president and first vice president were 

listed, Rains noted that nominations could be made from the floor for any position with 

the exception of these two offices and the position of circuit visitor or a position on the 

BOD. Rains then asked the assembly to look at Section VI, page 2 to see how 

nominations could be made. Rains then directed the convention to Section III, page 2, 

where he noted that as district secretary, prior to the convention, he was to solicit the 

names of candidates from the congregations of the district. He then contacted those 

nominated to see if they were willing to have their names placed on the ballot for 

president or first vice president, depending on the position for which he was nominated. 

Rains then noted that the ballot for president consisted of two candidates – Rev. Barrie E. 

Henke and Rev. Mark R. Muenchow and the ballot for first vice president consisted of 

three candidates – Rev. Kory B. Boster, Rev. David R. Nehrenz, and Rev. Ronald Lee 

Simpson. 

 

President Henke called for the assembly to vote for president. The results of the vote 

were 119 votes cast – Henke received 110 votes, Muenchow received 9 votes – Henke 

was elected to a third term as district president. 
 

Election #2 – President Henke then asked for the assembly to vote for first vice 

president. The Results of the vote were 120 votes cast – Boster received 33 votes, 

Nehrenz received 77 votes, and Simpson received 10 votes – Nehrenz was elected to 

a first term as first vice president.   
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Orders of the Day – President Henke noted that the convention had completed the work 

on the agenda for the day and asked for a motion to adjourn for the evening.  A motion 

was made and seconded and passed with voice vote.  The convention adjourned at 9:38 

pm with a devotion led by Rev. Lewis Walters of Redeemer in Shawnee. 

 

April 18, 2015 

 

Call to Order – President, Rev. Barrie E. Henke called the meeting to order at 8:17 am 

on Saturday, April 18, and invited Rev. Phillip Borntrager of Trinity in Admore to lead 

the opening devotion. 

 

Registration and Credentials Report – Committee #2 reported that as of 8:18 am there 

were had 125 voting delegates (pastors and lay), 24 advisory delegates (ordained and 

commissioned – voice but no vote), 4 special invited guests (no voice or vote), 3 

convention staff (no voice or vote), 34 guests (no voice or vote), and 14 vendors for a 

total of 204 in attendance. The committee moved for adoption of the registration and 

credentials report. There were 120 votes cast – the report was accepted 119 to 1. 

 

Nominations – President Henke called on Committee #4 to address the assembly. Prior 

to asking the committee to make its report, Henke recognized its chairman and members 

– Chairman Beverly England, Doug Eisenhauer, Danny Lohmann, Rev. Fred 

Muenchoow, and Rev. David Cloeter. England then directed the convention to Section 

VI, pages 1-3, and noted that the committee had one name to add to the ballot for Mission 

Executive – Rev. Scott Burmeister. The addition came about due to the death of Rev. 

Leonard Busch who had been serving as mission executive since his election in 2001. At 

that time England requested that the convention take a moment of silence to remember 

Rev. Busch and the work that he did. England then asked if there were any 

nominations from the floor, and seeing none she concluded by declaring that the 

committed moved for the slate to be ratified as presented. When Henke called for a 

vote it was a unanimous – 123 votes were cast and all accepted the slate as 

presented.   

 

Regional Caucuses – President Henke called on Secretary Rains to explain the process 

for election of regional vice presidents. After receiving instruction, the Eastern Region 

and Western Region caucused as individual regions and elected vice presidents for their 

respective regions. In addition to meeting in the Western Region, the Enid Circuit had to 

caucus in order to elect a circuit visitor. The elected circuit visitor Rev. Eric Brown took 

a call outside the district. The Eastern Region elected Rev. Kory Boster to a first term to 

serve as its regional vice president and Rev. Greg Brown was elected for a second term to 

serve as the Western Region vice president. The Enid Circuit elected Rev. Timothy 

Dorsch as its circuit visitor.  

 

Synod Report and Bible Study – President Henke introduced the Synod 1
st
 Vice 

President, Rev. Dr. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr.  Dr. Mueller began his report with a Bible 

study based on Matthew 16:13-28 which he noted was where the 2016 Synod convention 

theme is found – “upon this Rock.” He then showed a DVD highlighting the work of the 
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Synod since it last met in convention in 2013. Mueller stated that the Synod‟s emphasis 

on “Mercy, Witness, and Life Together” is still the driving force behind all that is being 

accomplished in this country and around the world. Mueller then concluded with 

answering questions asked by delegates from the floor. 

 

Orders of the Day – At approximately 10:15 am, Dr. Mueller concluded his report. 

President Henke noted that the convention was ahead of schedule and suggested that the 

convention take the extra time and add it to the break allowing the convention attendees 

to check out of their rooms. The convention attendees agreed with the president and took 

the time to check out of their rooms. 

 

Greetings – At 10:47 am, President Henke called the convention back into session, 

stating that the convention would be hearing from several invited guests and vendors. He 

then asked Patti Ross and Beverly England to bring greetings from the Oklahoma 

District LWML. They shared the fact that the mite mission goal had been reached for 

the National LWML and brought greetings form District LWML President Susan 

Brunkow who could not be present due to other commitments. Henke then asked Daryl 

Osmus from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to talk about the new action teams and 

how they can be used by individuals and local congregations to share the message of 

God‟s love to a lost and hurting world. Mark Marshall of Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis was the next to speak. He showed a DVD celebrating the 175
th

 anniversary of the 

seminary. Then Vicar John Zimmerman from Trinity in Norman showed a DVD from 

Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. The seminary representative was not 

able to make the convention. The DVD dealt with the problem of debt that many 

seminarians face as they take their first call and beyond. Finally, Jeff Maltz LCEF vice 

president for Kansas and Oklahoma, and Steve Bremer LCEF regional vice president 

brought greetings and spoke about the ministry that Lutheran Church Extension Fund 

accomplishes through the investments of members. Steve also asked members of the 

convention to consider being or provide LCEF with names of members of their 

congregation who might be an ambassador for LCEF in their local congregation.  

 

Registration and Credentials Report – Committee #2 reported that as of 8:18 am there 

were 125 voting delegates (pastors and lay), 25 advisory delegates (ordained and 

commissioned – voice but no vote), 4 special invited guests (no voice or vote), 3 

convention staff (no voice or vote), 34 guests (no voice or vote), and 14 vendors for a 

total of 205 in attendance. The committee moved for adoption of the registration and 

credentials report. There were 116 votes cast – the report was accepted 113 to 3. 
 

Election #3 – President Henke then called for balloting to begin for ranking of vice 

presidents, ratification of circuit visitors and district board of directors, and then the slate 

for the officers, executive staff, camp boards, 2018 district nominating committee, and 

the district‟s rostered individual to serve on the 2016 Synod nominating committee. 

 

Henke began by asking the convention to rank the vice presidents. When the voting 

concluded a total of 118 votes were cast – Rev. Kory Boster was ranked 2
nd

 vice 
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president with 74 votes and Rev. Greg Brown was ranked 3
rd

 vice president with 44 

votes. 

 

The next election was for the ratification of circuit visitors. 

 

Circuit #1 – Panhandle: Rev. Gary W. Mc Cellan; Christ, Shattuck (6
th

 full term + filled 1 

unexpired term prior to election)   

Circuit #2 – Enid: Rev. Timothy Dorsch; Zion, Fairmont (1
st
) 

Circuit #3 – Kingfisher: Rev. Donald R. Hefta; Trinity, El Reno (1
st
) 

Circuit #4 – Lawton: Rev. David B. Thompson; First, Chickasha (2
nd

) 

Circuit #5 – Ponca City: Rev. Frank X. Kinast, Jr.; Zion, Stillwater (1
st
) 

Circuit #6 – Miami: Rev. Mark M. Burger; Redeemer, Claremore (3
rd

 full term + filled 1 

unexpired term prior to election) 

Circuit #7 – Tulsa: Rev. Christopher D. Hall; Grace, Tulsa (1
st
) 

Circuit #8 – Oklahoma City: Rev. Ronald Lee Simpson; Good Shepherd, Midwest City 

(2
nd

) 

Circuit #9 – Norman: Rev. Gary R. Brandt; First, Ada (7
th

) 

 

When the voting concluded a total of 120 votes were cast – 119 were for ratification 

and 1 was a no vote. The circuit visitors were therefore ratified. 

 

The next election was for the ratification of the members of the district board of directors.  

 

Central Region: 

 

Circuit #4 – Lawton (Lay): Mr. James Petzold; St. John, Granite (1
st
) 

Circuit #8 – Oklahoma City (Lay): Mr. Eric Wassilak; Messiah, Oklahoma City (2
nd

) 

Circuit #9 – Norman (Ordained): Rev. Lewis J. Walters; Redeemer, Shawnee (2
nd

) 

 

Eastern Region: 

 

Circuit #6 – Miami (Ordained): Rev. William J. Shupe; Redeemer, Bartlesville (1
st
) 

Circuit #5 – Ponca City (Lay): Mr. Doug Eisenhauer; St. John, Newkrik (2
nd

) 

Circuit #7 – Tulsa (Ordained): Rev. Glenn A. Meyer, Trinity, McAlester (1
st
) 

 

Western Region: 

 

Circuit #2 – Enid (Commissioned): Ms. Samantha Lynn Lowe; St. Paul, Enid (1
st
)  

Circuit #3 – Kingfisher (Lay): Mr. Walter Backhaus; Our Savior, Guthrie (1
st
) 

Circuit #1 – Panhandle (Ordained): Rev. John E. Wackler; St. Paul, Texhoma (2
nd

) 

 

When the voting was concluded a total of 118 votes were cast all 118 votes were in the 

affirmative for ratification. Therefore the BOD has been ratified. 

 

Henke then moved to the elections for the various offices, executive positions, camp 

boards, 2016 Synod nominating committee member, and the members of the 2018 district 
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nominating committee. The first set of elections were for district officers. The first 

position was that of district secretary. Rev. W. R. Rains was the only name on the ballot 

and received all 116 cast. Rains begins his third term as district secretary. The next 

election was for district treasurer and the only name on the ballot was Brent England and 

he received all 114 votes cast. Brent England begins his eighth term as district 

treasurer.  

 

Members of the executive staff were the next to be elected. The name presented to the 

floor for the position of education executive was David Birnbaum and being the only 

name listed he received all 118 votes that were cast. Birnbaum will be serving a first 

term as Education Executive. The name presented to the floor for the position of 

evangelism executive was Rev. Dwayne Schroeder (note: due to a computer glitch the 

vote had to be recast) but being the only name listed Schroeder received all 115 votes that 

were cast. Schroeder will be serving his second term as Evangelism Executive. There 

were two names presented for mission executive: Rev. Scott Burmeister and Rev. 

Leonard Busch (deceased). Rev. Busch‟s name appeared on the ballot because before his 

death he had agreed to have his name put on the ballot. There were 118 votes cast and 

Rev. Busch received 7 while Rev. Burmeister received 111 votes. Rev. Scott Burmeiste 

was elected to a first term as Mission Executive. The name presented for stewardship 

executive was Rev. Rick Tabisz and being the only name listed he received all 119 votes 

cast. Tabisz will begin his third term as the elected executive, but began by filling the 

unexpired term of the previous elected stewardship executive. There were two names 

presented for youth executive: Todd Stevens and Suzanne Watt. On the first ballot 114 

votes were cast and each candidate received 57 votes. On the second ballot 119 votes 

were cast and Stevens received 50 votes and Watt received 69. Watt will be serving a 

first term as Youth Executive. 

 

The next elections were for camp boards of directors. The election was for the Camp 

Lutherhoma Board of Directors. Since Suzanne Watt was elected as the Youth Executive, 

she asked that her name be removed from consideration. With that request the number of 

people and the requirement of at least one ordained person being elected was met. The 

slate for Camp Lutherhoma was then presented for ratification. It was a yes/no vote and 

all 119 votes cast were yes. The Camp Lutherhoma Board of Directors are Rev. Sean 

McCoy, Debby Brauer, Mike Hill, Kris Koepsel, David Ross, and Renee Young.  The 

slate for Lutherhaven Retreat Center was then presented to the convention: Max Crocker, 

Monty Lohmann, Tim Meyer, Jody Wiederstein, Rev. Thomas House, Rev. Mark 

Wescoatt, and Rev. Randy Foote were on the ballot. The convention needed to elect three 

lay members and three ordained members. A total of 683 votes were cast. Cocker 

received 64, Lohmann received 94, Meyer received 95, Wiederstein received 93, Rev. 

House received 115, Rev. Wescoatt received 113, and Rev. Foote received 109. The 

Lutherhaven Retreat Center Board of Directors are Rev. Foote, Rev. House, Rev. 

Wescoatt, Monty Lohmann, Tim Meyer, and Jody Wiederstein. 

 

The next election was for members to the 2018 district nominating committee. The 

committee will be made up of two ordained and two lay members. The names presented 

were Delia Hansen, Gene Hollrah, Carolyn Love, Rev. Mark Burger, Rev. Christopher 
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Griffith, and Rev. Wayne Shuett. A total of 465 votes were cast: Hansen received 84, 

Hollrah received 67, Love, received 82, Rev. Burger 96, Rev. Griffith 69, and Rev. 

Shuett received 67. The 2018 District Convention Nominating will be Rev. Burger, 

Rev. Griffith, Delia Hansen, and Carolyn Love. 

 

The final election was for the 2016 Synod Nominating Committee and Alternate. The 

convention was to elect one committee and one alternate member from the roster of 

ordained or commissioned members of Synod. The convention was presented two names: 

Rev. Marvin Henschel and Rev. W. R. Rains. Of the 121 votes cast, Henschel received 

63 and Rains received 58. Henschel will be the district representative on the 2016 

Synod Nominating Committee and Rains will as the alternate. 

 

Orders of the Day – President Henke announced that with the elections concluded, it 

was time for lunch (12:14 pm) and the convention would reconvene at 1:15 pm. 

 

Call to Order – President Henke called the assembly to order at 1:17 pm, and invited 

Rev. Mark Bersche from St. John in Moore to lead the devotion. 

 

 Registration and Credentials Report – Committee #2 reported that as of 1:15 pm there 

were 117 voting delegates (pastors and lay), 25 advisory delegates (ordained and 

commissioned – voice but no vote), 4 special invited guests (no voice or vote), 3 

convention staff (no voice or vote), 34 guests (no voice or vote), and 14 vendors for a 

total of 197 in attendance. The committee moved for adoption of the registration and 

credentials report. All 97 votes cast were to accept the report. 

 

President Henke noted that since there were no additional elections the committees would 

begin to bring their various resolutions to the convention.  

 

Committee 5 Missions – Rev. Gary McClellan and his committee of Brad Cage, Jerry 

Remington, Eric Wassilak, and Rev. Mark Wescoatt brought three resolutions to the 

floor. Resolution 05-01-15 was to recognize and give thanks and praise to our Lord 

for the work he accomplished through Rev. Leonard Busch while serving as the 

Oklahoma Mission Executive. The final resolve was for the convention to rise in 

acceptance of the resolution and sing the Doxology which the convention did, which did. 

Resolution attached. After acceptance of Resolution 05-01-15, a motion was made from 

the convention floor and seconded that the convention offering be directed to the Lenny‟s 

Kids‟ scholarship at Good Shepherd in Tulsa. The amount of the offering totaled 

$1751.00. There were a total of 103 votes and all 103 were in favor of designating the 

funds to the scholarship fund.     
  

Resolution 05-02-15 was to encourage congregations to take advantage of mission 

opportunities. Seeing no one wishing to speak the president called for a vote on the 

resolution. There were 107 votes cast with 105 in support and 2 opposed. Resolution 

approved. Resolution attached. 
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Resolution 05-03-15 was to encourage the congregations of the district on Reformation 

celebration Sunday to take a free-will offering to be used by the district as gift for the 

Wittenberg Project. Seeing no one wishing to speak the president called for a vote on the 

resolution. There were 110 votes cast – 103 were in support and 7 were opposed. 

Resolution approved. Resolution attached. 

 

With no other business, President Henke thanked the committee and then dismissed them. 

 

Committee 7 Youth – President Henke then called on committee six but they needed to 

pass out a resolution before they made their presentation. So he called on committee 

seven, chaired by Rev. David Krepel to come forward. The committee members were: 

Mike Dodds, Rev. Dwight Moeller, Todd Stevens, Rev. John Wackler, and Rev. Aaron 

Wagner. The committee presented no resolutions, but each member present took a few 

moments to express their support and encouraged the assembly to support youth work. 

 

With no other business, President Henke thanked the committee and then dismissed them. 

 

Committee 6 Evangelism – Rev. David Thompson and his committee of Walter 

Backhaus, Rev. Glenn Meyer, and Rev. Dwayne Schroeder presented one resolution. 

Resolution 06-01-15 was to encourage the Evangelism Executive to share with 

district congregations program/process/event resources for reaching out with the 

Good News. Seeing no one wishing to speak the president called for a vote on the 

resolution. There were 109 votes cast – 103 were for and 6 were against. Resolution 

approved. Resolution attached.  

 

With no other business, President Henke thanked the committee and then dismissed them. 

     

Committee 8 Stewardship – Rev. James Dehne and his committee of Rev. Scott 

Burmeister, Louis Kastens, Vernon Koch, and Rev. Rick Tabisz reported to the assembly 

that they had no business to bring to the assembly. 

 

With no business to present, President Henke thanked the committee and then dismissed 

them. 

 

Committee 9 Human Care – Rev. Ron Simpson and his committee of Jeremy Conkling, 

Rev. Timothy Dorsch, Rev. Don Howard, and Don Westphal brought several resolutions 

to the convention floor. Before presenting the resolutions, Simpson noted that the 

committee had also passed out copies of the Human Care committee report that he had 

failed to submit for the convention workbook. Resolution 09-01-15 was to encourage 

congregations and schools of the district to participate in the “Great Shakeout” on 

Thursday, October 15, 2015. Seeing no one wishing to speak the president called for a 

vote on the resolution. There were 105 votes cast – 93 were in favor and 12 were 

opposed. Resolution approved. Resolution attached. 

 

Resolution 09-02-15 was to affirm the Scriptural, historic, and traditional view of 

marriage. Seeing no one wishing to speak the president called for a vote on the 
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resolution. There were 110 votes cast with 109 in favor and 1 opposed. Resolution 

approved. Resolution attached. 

 

Resolution 09-03-15 was to confirm and proclaim the district’s support of 

persecuted Christians worldwide and cessation of persecution. As the resolution was 

being discussed, a correction was pointed out by a delegate. The delegate noted that on 

line 11 the word should be Apostles‟ not Nicene. The committed thanked the delegate for 

bringing it to the committee‟s attention. Then as the discussion continued some concern 

was raised concerning the last two “whereas” beginning on 38 and 43 and the “resolve” 

on the next page beginning on line 10. The president deemed that to be a substitute 

motion and then asked for a second to determine if the convention wanted to consider a 

substitute motion. (Note: due to a computer glitch the vote had to be recast.) On the 

second vote, there were 108 votes cast to consider the substitute motion – 37 votes were 

in favor and 71 were opposed. The substitute motion was rejected. As discussion 

continued on the original motion, a motion was made to replace “must” in the “whereas” 

on lines 37 and 42 with “are compelled”. The motion received a second. There were 108 

votes cast with 79 in favor and 29 opposed the motion to replace “must” with “are 

compelled” passed. Returning to the resolution, discussion continued with a request for a 

friendly amendment to insert the word “legal” between the words “available means” in 

line 45 on page 1 and line 11 on page 2. The committee accepted the request as a friendly 

amendment. And one more friendly amendment was suggested for line 2 on page 2. 

Before countries insert “the actions of” it too was received as a friendly amendment. A 

call of the question was made and seconded. The resolution as amended was presented 

for a vote. There were 109 votes cast with 67 in favor and 42 opposed. Resolution 

approved. Resolution attached. 

 

With no other business, President Henke thanked the committee and then dismissed them. 

 

Committee 10 Public Relations – Rev. Myles Schultz and his committee of Linda 

Bradford, Rev. Thomas House, Rev. Mark Muenchow, and Cindy Schweisow reported to 

the assembly that they had no business to bring to the assembly. 

 

With no business to present President Henke thanked the committee and then dismissed 

them.   

 

Committee 11 Parish Education – Rev. Scott Whittenburg served as chairman since 

Rev. Eric Brown was not present due to the fact that he had recently accepted a call out 

of the district. The committee consisted of Whittenburg, Janet Goll, and Bob Krahn. The 

committee had one resolution. Resolution 11-01-15 was to publish the Small 

Catechism with the Divine promise found in the Fourth Commandment. Seeing no 

one wishing to speak the president called for a vote on the resolution. There were 108 

votes cast with 100 for and 8 against. Resolution approved. Resolution attached.  

 

With no other business to present, President Henke thanked the committee and then 

dismissed them. 
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Committee 12 Administration – Rev. Kory Boster and his committee of Greg Green, 

Rev. Chris Hall, Mark Hallinger, Rev. Lewis Walters, and Rev. Ned Moerbe brought 

several resolutions to the convention floor for consideration. Because of the length of 

Resolution 12-01A-15, Chairman Boster suggest that the resolutions be work through 

from the last to the first. Resolution 12-07-15 was to reflect the name change of Camp 

Lutherhaven to Lutherhaven Retreat Center. Seeing no one wishing to speak the 

president called for a vote on the resolution. There were 96 votes cast with 93 in favor 

and 3 opposed. Resolution approved. Resolution attached. 

 

Resolution 12-06-15 was to update the title of circuit counselor to circuit visitor. 

Seeing no one wishing to speak the president called for a vote on the resolution. There 

were 94 votes cast with 88 in favor and 6 opposed. Resolution approved. Resolution 

attached. 

 

Resolution 12-05-15 was to establish the nomination slate for district president and 

district first vice president. Seeing no one wishing to speak the president called for a 

vote on the resolution. There were 93 votes cast with 85 in favor and 8 opposed. 

Resolution approved. Resolution attached. 

 

Resolution 12-04-15 was to change the procedure for nominating and electing 

candidates for district offices other than president, first vice president, circuit 

visitors, and members to the district board of directors. A friendly amendment was 

offered and accepted to read “for all positions except the office of president, first vice 

president, circuit visitors, and members of the district board of directors.” That replaced 

the wording in the resolution which read: “for all positions except the office of president, 

first vice president, and circuit visitors.” Seeing no one else wishing to speak the 

president called for a vote on the resolution. There were 99 votes cast 90 were in favor 

and 9 were opposed. Resolution approved. Resolution attached. 

 

Resolution 12-03-15 was to establish bylaws regarding the camp boards. Seeing no 

one wishing to speak the president called for a vote on the resolution. There were 98 

votes cast with 96 in favor and 2 opposed. Resolution approved. Resolution attached.    

 

Resolution 12-02-15 was to establish the makeup of the camp boards of directors. As 

Boster read the resolution he noted one correction in the resolve: “Camp Lutherhaven” 

needed to be changed to “Lutherhaven Retreat Center.” Seeing no one wishing to speak 

the president called for a vote on the resolution. There were 99 votes cast with 94 in favor 

and 5 opposed. Resolution approved. Resolution attached. 

 

Resolution 12-01A-15 was to amend the Synod constitution to allow every 

congregation a lay vote at district conventions and thereby allow every congregation 

a vote for Synod President. One question was asked about some wording in the resolve, 

regarding wording for the constitutional change. The wording in question, it was noted is 

already a part of the constitution. Seeing no one else wishing to speak the president called 

for a vote on the resolution. There were 97 votes cast with 88 in favor and 9 opposed. 

Resolution approved. Resolution attached. 
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With no further business to present, President Henke thanked the committee and then 

dismissed them. 

 

Recognition and Thanks – President Henke took a few moments to thank the outgoing 

board, staff, camp boards and committees for their service to the district. 

 

Announcements – Various people took time to report on or announce upcoming events 

in the district. 

 

Closing Installation/Memorial Service – Rev. Daniel Preus, the Central Region and 3
rd

 

Vice President of the Synod, was the preacher for the closing service and also installed 

President Henke into his office. During the service the following were remembered 

who have gone to their eternal rest during the past triennium: Rev. Leonard Busch, 

Rev. Lester Hall, Rev. Robert Jackson, Rev. Clarence Knippa, Rev. Carlton 

Kjergaard, Mrs. Stella Krahn, Mrs. Madeline McCormick, Mrs. Talitha Stark. 

After being installed into his office, President Henke invited the vice presidents to come 

forward. He then installed Rev. David Nehrenz, Rev. Kory Boster, and Rev. Gregory 

Brown into their respective offices. Henke then asked the circuit visitors to come 

forward and he installed them into their office. Henke then installed the district 

officers and the members of the district board of directors into their respective 

positions. Finally, Henke installed the members of the executive staff, camp boards of 

directors, and 2018 nominating committee members to their respective positions. 
Henke then ended the worship service with the benediction. 

 

Closing – After worship, President Henke asked if there were any announcements or 

further business and with none forthcoming, Henke declared at 5:48 pm that the 48
th

 

Convention of The Oklahoma District was adjourned. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. W. R. Rains 

OK District Secretary, LCMS 
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Missions 05-01-15 

 

WHEREAS the Lord has called all of His People to spread the Word of His Love and 

Mercy to the World; and 

 

WHEREAS the Lord has blessed the Oklahoma District for many years with the fine 

Missions leadership and example of Pastor Lenny Busch; and 

 

WHEREAS the Lord has called His faithful servant home to His side; and 

 

WHEREAS Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Tulsa has set up a “Lenny's Kids” 

scholarship fund to help fund educational expenses for children; therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Oklahoma District of the LC-MS give thanks and praise to 

the Lord for all that He did for and through Pastor Busch; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED that the congregations of the Oklahoma District, and their members be 

encouraged to make a memorial gift to the Lenny's Kids scholarship fund; and be it 

finally 

 

RESOLVED that the Convention rise and sing the Doxology in thanksgiving for all the 

Lord did for and through Pastor Busch. 

 

 

Missions 05-02-15 

 

To Encourage Congregations to take Advantage of Mission Opportunities 

 

WHEREAS the upcoming 500
th

 anniversary of the Reformation is a call for us to share 

the good news of God's grace; and 

 

WHEREAS the Lord has given us a remarkable opportunity to share the Gospel by 

bringing many nations to the towns and cities of the Oklahoma District; and 

 

WHEREAS the Word of God gives Life to the Lost; and 

 

WHEREAS the Lord has shown us the example of Lenny Busch in reaching out to those 

who have come to our shores;   therefore be it  

 

RESOLVED that the congregations of the Oklahoma District be encouraged to actively 

look for mission opportunities in their own communities; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED that the congregations be encouraged to take advantage of those 

opportunities to spread the Word of God to the lost; be it further  
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RESOLVED that the the District provide through the Mission Executive Committee 

assistance to the congregations of the District as they proclaim the Word of God. 

 

 

Missions 05-03-15 

 

Whereas, on October 31 2017, the Lutheran Church will celebrate the 500
th

 anniversary 

of the Reformation and 

 

Whereas, the LCMS in partnership with SELK(our German partner church) has joined 

together in the Witttenberg project. 

 

Be it resolved that the congregations of the Oklahoma District be encouraged to celebrate 

Reformation Sunday 2015 by taking a free-will offering that will be used as a district gift 

for the Wittenberg project. 
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Evangelism 06-01-15 

 

Subject: Sharing Original Evangelism Program/Process/Event Resources 

 

Whereas, there are many churches in the Oklahoma District doing all manner of 

evangelism programs/processes/events that have varied results in reaching the 

unchurched people of our communities, and 

 

Whereas, churches have varied, but limited resources to devise grass roots outreach 

ideas, and annually seek to do new evangelism programs/processes/events that fit our 

cultural context with theological integrity such that they demonstrate results; therefore be 

it 

 

Resolved, That the Oklahoma District through its Evangelism Executive oversee the 

development of an open resource for the churches of the Oklahoma District that enables 

sharing of successful examples of initiatives and programs that have been done.  The 

open resource envisioned might contain working templates, reports or other means for 

congregational evangelism people to adapt and utilize. 
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Disaster Response 
The Oklahoma District 47th Convention resolved that 

“Congregations and their members be encouraged to consider 
ways they can serve as a resource to individuals and families of 
their congregations and communities in time of need” and “…that 
the Oklahoma District LCMS consider ways to be an ongoing 
resource to its congregations and their communities.” (Res. 9-02-

12) 
The anatomy of a critical incident or disaster follows: 
 Rev. Ron Simpson
 District Disaster  
 Response Coordinator 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The mission and ministry of Oklahoma District Disaster Response is to 

assist congregations and pastors in organizing and resourcing a Gospel 
response to a critical incident (disaster), from readiness to rebuilding, 
that affects their ministry to their membership and their mission to their 

community. 
 
In keeping with the spirit of Res. 9-02-12 and the spirit of its mission 

and ministry Oklahoma District Disaster Response over the past 
triennium has been active in supporting congregations as they have 

responded to local need in the wake of a critical incident: 
 
2012 April tornado - Trinity Lutheran, Woodward; Trinity Lutheran, 

Gymon 
2013 May tornados - St. John‘s Lutheran, Moore; Trinity Lutheran, El 

Reno; Redeemer Lutheran, Shawnee; Zion 

Lutheran, Guthrie (Carney) 
2014 June tornado - Mt. Olive Lutheran, Miami (Quapaw) 

2014 June wildfires - Our Savior Lutheran, Guthrie 
2015 March tornados -  St. John‘s Lutheran, Moore; Tulsa area 

congregations 

 
Congregational training workshops have been held (Good Shepherd 

Lutheran, Midwest City (2011); Trinity Lutheran, Blackwell (2014); Miami 
Circuit (2014); Immanuel Lutheran, Garber (2014); and Tulsa Circuit 
(2014).  

 

Readiness 
(months—weeks—days) 

 Education and 
information in the face of 

approaching event. 

Rescue 
(24—48 hours) 

 Search & rescue, 
emergency shelters, and 

feeding. 

  

  

Relief 
(2 days—12 weeks) 

Same as Rescue Phase 
with less urgency. Utilities 
restored, as well as debris 
cleanup, repairs and 
short-term financial 

assistance. 

Recovery 
(12 weeks—2 years) 

Final cleanup and major 
repair work, as well as 

long-term support. 

Rebuild 
(1 year +) 

 Commences once cleanup 
and general services have 

been completed. Relief 
agencies scale back or 

leave. 
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Members of the DDRC have attended the annual national disaster 
response training conferences (2011, 2013, 2014).  

 
OK DDR has supported the establishment of a ―comfort dog‖ ministry 

spearheaded by St. Mark Lutheran Church, Edmond. 
 
OK DDR is presently completing work on outfitting a Lutheran Early 

Response Team (LERT) trailer – to be used to material assist 
congregations around the state in critical incident debris cleanup. 
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Human Care 09-01-15 
 

To encourage congregations and schools of the Oklahoma District to 
participate in the Great Shakeout scheduled for Thursday, October 15, at 

10:00am. 
 
WHEREAS, Oklahoma has experienced a rise 

in the number of earthquakes 
since the year 2010. On record, 
the highest magnitude of an 
earthquake was 5.5 in 1952 in El 
Reno, Oklahoma. While 
earthquakes have occurred at a 
low rate since the first recorded 

quake in 1918, from 2010 to 2013, 
Oklahoma recorded on average 
60.75 earthquakes (range = 35-
109) felt at the surface was 5.6 on 
November 6, 2011 (Oklahoma 
Geological Survey, retrieved April 
1, 2015). It was the largest 
recorded since 1918 when 
recording began; and  

 
WHEREAS, In the year 2014, 430 earthquakes were felt by June 6. Eight of 

the most powerful ranged from 4.0-4.5, and all were located in 
Logan County. 210 earthquakes have occurred within the past 
month within the state. Most are not felt, occurring at less than 
3.0 in magnitude almost daily. Damage is reported usually when 
an earthquake is of at least 4.0. Earthquakes of this magnitude 
cause minor damage to buildings and property. However, review of 
current literature on earthquake incidence in our state revealed 
the possibility of an earthquake of a 7.0 magnitude before the year 
2035 (Lawson, 1991). An earthquake of that magnitude causes 
major damage, and injuries may be expected; and  

 
WHEREAS, The Southern California Earthquake Center of the University of 

Southern California, organizes the Great Shakeout. This nation-
wide earthquake drill happens around our nation throughout the 
year. Oklahoma‘s Great Shakeout drill is scheduled for Thursday, 
October 15, 2015. During the level 1 drill, all who participate will 

be encouraged to ―Drop, Cover, and Hold On.‖; and  
 
WHEREAS,  The Oklahoma District Disaster Response Committee (DDRC) has 

been investigating how best to prepare the Oklahoma District‘s 
membership for an earthquake with a Gospel response, and 
encourages all congregations to investigate the following websites 
for further information: www.shakeout.org/centralus/; 
www.shakeout.org/centralus/oklahoma;  

http://www.shakeout.org/centralus/
http://www.shakeout.org/centralus/oklahoma
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www.shakeout.org/resources. The last website has manuals for 
faith-based organizations to carry out drills and to prepare for a 
large earthquake; therefore be it  

 
Resolved, that the 82+ congregations and 23 schools within the Oklahoma 

District be encouraged to participate in the Fall earthquake drill 
(i.e., The Great Shakeout). (The DDRC will be formalizing Gospel 
response materials for distribution aimed at congregational and 
school preparedness, and will provide follow-up after the drill that 
will focus on how our congregations can respond with the Gospel 
when an earthquake causes severe damage to a community.) 

 
 

Human Care 09-02-15 
 

To affirm the Scriptural, historic, and traditional view of marriage 
 
WHEREAS, when almighty God created the world, He created man in His own 

image, male and female (Genesis 1:27; Matthew 19:4; Mark 10:6); 
and placed one man in the world, and then created and placed 
one woman in the world as man‘s helper (Genesis 2:7, 15, 18, 21-
23); and 

 
WHEREAS, in creating God ordered the world so that a man and a woman are 

united as one flesh (Genesis 2:24); and  
 
WHEREAS, in viewing His creation God deemed and declared it ―very good‖ 

(Genesis 1:31); and 
 
WHEREAS, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who came to fulfill the Law and 

not abolish it, repeated that a man leaves his father and mother, 
and joins with his wife to become one flesh (Matthew 19:3-7; Mark 
10:2-9); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Christian faith throughout human history has held fast to the 

confessional stance that ‗marriage‘ is a covenantal relationship 
and institution established by God for the exclusive union of one 
man and one woman (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6; Ephesians 
5:22-33); and  

 
WHEREAS, some ideologies and religions seek now in the 21st Century, A.D., 

to expand the scope and definition of ‗marriage‘ as traditionally 
understood, and redefine the term as either not being delimited by 
sex (i.e., homosexual unions) or not limited in number (i.e., 
polygamous unions) thereby changing God‘s ―very good‖ order of 
creation; and  

 
WHEREAS, if society adopts such changes in scope and understanding it 

effectively abandons the historic and traditionally accepted 

http://www.shakeout.org/resources
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definition of ‗marriage,‘ and rebels against God‘s ―very good‖ 
created order, thereby adversely affecting all persons in that 
society including those who hold fast to clear Biblical teaching 
concerning marriage and God‘s creative order, who may then be 
coerced to act contrary to their beliefs and accept that which is 
sinful in God‘s word; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Christian church should not abandon God‘s clear word about 

this institution, but defend it and hold fast to it; and  
 
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod (LCMS) has been steadfast 

and unwavering in its support of the institution of marriage ―…on 
the basis of Scripture, marriage [is] the lifelong union of one man 
and one woman (Genesis 2:2-24; Matthew 19:5-6)‖ (2004 Res. 3-
05A). It has also urged its members ―to give a public witness from 
Scripture against the social acceptance and legal recognition of 
homosexual ‗marriage‘ ‖ (2004 Res. 3-05A). And yet, at the same 
time, the Synod firmly believes "the redeeming love of Christ, 
which rescues humanity from sin, death, and the power of Satan, 
is offered to all through repentance and faith in Christ, regardless 
of the nature of their sinfulness‖ (1992 Res. 3-12A); and 

 
WHEREAS, while the teaching ―God is love‖ (1 John 4:7ff.) is certainly true, 

some activist groups (e.g., the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Questioning or Queer organization, or LGBTQ) 
and other sympathizers are asserting just the opposite that ‘Love 
is god‘ – elevating the feelings of love as the highest good thus 
usurping God which is idolatry - thereby seeking to alter the 
definition of the historic term ‗marriage‘ and justify the behavior of 
homosexuality and polygamy to gain societal acceptance; and  

 
WHEREAS, in the interest of a clear confession of the saving faith with all 

boldness as to what the Christian church truly teaches and 
practices concerning marriage, and whether exceptions are 
permissible for those seeking homosexual or polygamous unions; 
therefore be it  

 
Resolved, that marriage is and only is the union of one man and one woman 

in the bonds of holy matrimony, that divorce is contrary to God‘s 
original design and intention for marriage, that attempts to permit 
or moves to support a homosexual union or polygamous union 

under the banner of ‗marriage‘ is contrary to God‘s holy word; and 
be it finally  

 
Resolved, that the Oklahoma District of The Lutheran Church–Missouri 

Synod reject any redefinition of marriage and reaffirms the 
Scriptural teaching of marriage as it has been historically and 
traditionally practiced in being a Gospel witness of God‘s love in 
Christ and His church (Ephesians 5:32), and encourage all 
District members and parishioners to hold fast to this position 
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and speak out in the face of and despite opposing societal 
pressures. 

 
 

Human Care 09-03-15 
 

To confirm and proclaim the Oklahoma District’s support for those             
persecuted Christians worldwide and for cessation of persecution. 

 
 
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) confesses ―one 

holy Christian [catholic] and apostolic church‖ and the 
―communion of saints‖ (The Apostles‘ Creed); and  

 

WHEREAS, God has commanded a love for neighbor (Matthew 22.34-40); and 
 
WHEREAS, the world in the year of our Lord 2015 has witnessed a 

persecution by inhumane horrors towards those saints of the 
Church who confess Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior, otherwise 
referred to herein as ‗Christians‘; and  

 
WHEREAS, the federal government of our United States of America, including 

our elected President, has spoken against persecution of 
Christians, but they are increasingly not prioritizing religious 
persecution issues and consequently have failed to act to protect 
or sufficiently address the continued persecution of Christians in 
the world so as to cause a halt to such atrocities; and  

 
WHEREAS, some radical, extremist, and militant members of the faith of Islam 

as well as world governments and countries with influence have 
continued and/or increased persecution by kidnap, by slavery, by 
torture, by starvation, by abuse and by demands of abandonment 
of the Christian faith, including persecution of women and 
children; and  

 
WHEREAS, it is against God‘s will (i.e., The Fifth Commandment: ―You shall 

not murder‖) and against all humanity that any person in the 
world be subjected to such persecutions solely because of their 
Christian faith, confession, and conscience; and  

 
WHEREAS, we are compelled to add and raise our voice – as an LCMS District 

and as leaders of the Oklahoma District churches – to oppose 
these horrid persecutions of Christians and seek and support 
their immediate and complete cessation; and  

 
WHEREAS, we are compelled to implore the federal government of the United 

States of America and our United States President to immediately 
act with all due haste and deliberateness to stop these 



April 28, 2015 21 

persecutions of the innocents by all available legal means, 
diplomatic or otherwise; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Oklahoma District seeks to implore our Synod to likewise 

make a more vocal and insistent statement to our government and 
leaders for the cessation of these persecutions; therefore be it 

 
Resolved, that we, the Oklahoma District (LCMS), condemn those religions 

and ideologies, the actions of countries and governments which 
persecute Christians solely due to their faith, confession of their 
faith, and conscience of faith; and be it further 

 
Resolved, that the Oklahoma District urges the leaders and members of the 

LCMS to petition our federal government and President to act in 

accordance herein by taking substantive and immediate action 
with all due haste and deliberateness to stop these persecutions of 
the innocents by all available legal means, diplomatic or 
otherwise; and be it further 

 
Resolved, that the Oklahoma District and her members and congregations 

stand united in the condemnation of persecution of Christians 
because of their faith by other religious groups and demand the 
cessation of all such persecutions; and be it finally  

 
Resolved, that the members and congregations of the Oklahoma District be 

encouraged to commit to prayer for those persecuted Christians, 
and be further encouraged to exercise their rights as citizens to 
individually petition the government and leaders of these United 
States for prompt action to address the persecution with 
substantive action, and not mere rhetoric. 
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Parish Education 11-01-15 

 

Subject:   To once again publish, in Luther’s Small Catechism, the Divine promise 

found in the Fourth Commandment 

 

Whereas, The Fourth Commandment recorded in Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16 

includes the Divine promise, “...that your days may be long…” 

 

Whereas, The promise is not able to stand alone and is not discerning without the 

command 

 

Whereas, Paul quotes the Fourth Commandment that includes a promise, as given by 

Moses, and clearly states, "…this is the first commandment with a promise,” (Ephesians 

6:2) 

 

Whereas, While the Book of Concord of 1580 does not contain the promise, some later 

official publications of the Book of Concord do, namely the 1921 Triglotta (promise in 

square brackets) and the 2005 Reader‟s Edition (promise in pointed brackets).  

 

Whereas, Up until 1986 all copyrighted Luther's Small Catechisms, published by 

Concordia Publishing House, contained the Divine promise within the Fourth 

Commandment 

 

Whereas, In 1986 the promise associated with the Fourth Commandment was removed 

from Luther's Small Catechism; therefore be it 

 

Resolved, That Luther‟s Small Catechism published by the LCMS, once again, contain 

the Biblical Divine promise associated with this commandment. 
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Administration 12-07-15 

 

To reflect the name change of Camp Lutherhaven to Lutherhaven Retreat Center. 

 

Whereas, the property formerly known as Camp Lutherhaven is now Lutherhaven Retreat 

Center; therefore be it 

 

Resolved, that the handbook be amended to reflect this change. 

 

 

Administration 12-06-15 

 

To update the title of circuit visitor in the bylaws 

 

Whereas, Synod at the 2013 convention changed the title „circuit counselor‟ to „circuit 

visitor‟; therefore be it 

 

Resolved, that the district handbook and other materials be updated to reflect the change. 

 

 

Administration 12-05-15 

 

To establish the nomination slate for District President and First Vice President. 

 

Whereas, there is a potential for a large number of individuals nominated for the offices 

of District President or First Vice President; and 

 

Whereas, our time in convention is limited; therefore be it 

 

Resolved, that article IV.2 of the bylaws of the Oklahoma district LCMS be amended as 

follows: 

 

 …two (2) candidates from the district for first vice president. The slate for 

president and first vice president shall consist of up to three (3) names each. Each 

slate will consist of those names that received the most nominations and have 

agreed to have their name(s) placed on the slate. In the event of equal numbers of 

nominations all names of those willing to stand will be place on the ballot. ...Each 

voting congregation of the circuit… 

(Present, Proposed) 

 

 

Administration 12-04-15 

 

To change the procedure for nominating and electing candidates to district offices. 
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Whereas, the district nominating committee can have difficulty finding two candidates 

for every elected position; therefore be it 

 

Resolved, that article IV.1 of the Oklahoma District LCMS bylaws be amended as 

follows: 

….This committee shall propose one (1) or two (2) candidates for each office to 

be filled at the next district convention…. At the convention, nominations may be 

made from the floor for all positions except the office of president, first vice 

president, circuit visitors, and members of the district board of directors. For a 

nomination to be made from the floor, it must be submitted to the nominating 

committee prior to the time for nominations at the district convention. To 

accomplish this the person desiring to nominate will request, complete, and return 

a form to the nominating committee. The form will list the name of the person 

submitting the nomination, the name of the person being nominated and the 

signature of the one being nominated along with additional biographical 

information. 

(Present, Proposed) 

 

 

Administration 12-03-15 

 

To establish bylaws regarding the camp boards of directors. 

 

Whereas, boards of directors provide a formal means of advice, oversight, management, 

and accountability; and 

 

Whereas, district sponsored camps are a ministry of the district with policies, procedures, 

business decisions, and legal affairs accountable to the district; and 

 

Whereas, Camp Lutherhoma and Lutherhaven Retreat Center do not currently have 

bylaws governing their board of directors; therefore be it  

 

Resolved, that the camp boards of directors for Camp Lutherhoma and Lutherhaven 

Retreat Center are to independently draft a set of bylaws for their respective board and 

submit them to the OK District Board of Directors for their review and approval. This 

should be done prior to the OKBODs meeting in May 2016. 

 

 

Administration 12-02-15 

 

To establish the makeup of camp boards of directors.  

 

Whereas, Synod‟s polity expresses the benefit of representation from laity and clergy; 

therefore be it  

 

Resolved, that bylaw III. 4. b. i. of The Oklahoma District LCMS be amended as follows: 
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i. The camp boards of directors shall be elected by the district in convention. Each board 

is made up of six (6) elected members with at least one being from the roster of ordained 

ministers of religion of the Synod. 

(Present, Proposed) 

 

 

Administration 12-01A-15 

 

To Amend the Synod Constitution to grant a Lay Vote to Every Congregation 

 

Preamble 

When Jesus directs those attempting to admonish an erring brother, He states that the 

final attempt of such admonition is to take the matter before the Church (Matt. 18:17).  

To that assembly Jesus predicates the authority to exercise the Office of the Keys saying, 

“And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 

collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 18:17b-18 ESV).  This 

God-given authority is not limited by the size of a congregation, for Jesus goes on to add 

a clear promise to be with even the smallest assembly or congregation. “Again I say to 

you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my 

Father in heaven.  For where two or three are gathered in My name, there am I among 

them” (Matt. 18:19-20 ESV).     

The Lutheran Church in general and the LCMS in particular have always held the 

autonomy of the congregation in high esteem.  The Confessions of the Lutheran Church 

testify to the authority given by Christ to the Church as recorded in the Scriptures.  

Particularly, the above mentioned verses of Matthew 18 are cited in the Treatise on the 

Power and Primacy of the Pope defending the church‟s right of calling ministers (Tr. 24, 

Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions).  Later it is made clear that this authority comes 

down to each congregation: “Therefore when the regular bishops become unwilling to 

administer ordination, the churches retain their own right [to ordain ministers]. Wherever 

the Church is, there is the authority to administer the Gospel” (Tr 66-67). 

When the question of church and ministry was raised in the early days of our Synod‟s 

history, Pastor C.F.W. Walther expressed the urgency of clarifying the scriptural position 

on the matter in part, because of its implications for church polity (cf. Walther‟s preface 

to the first edition of Church and Ministry, especially pages xvii-xix in the 2012 edition 

edited by Matthew C. Harrison and published by CPH).  Because of the divine institution 

of the Church and the Office of the Holy Ministry, the LCMS has consistently upheld the 

temporal right of a congregation to have a say in the business of the Synod, and this say 
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is not limited to pastoral representation, but has also included the laity.  In recent times, 

the voice of the congregation has been heard through the voting of two delegates 

appointed by a congregation to represent her at district conventions as well as at circuit 

forums, where representatives to Synod conventions are elected.   

However, even though we acknowledge the God-given authority of each congregation, 

our Synod has not allowed certain congregations to be represented equally in the affairs 

of our Synod.  As we walk together we have muted the voices of many congregations by 

calling “dual or multiple congregation arrangement served by the same pastor” a “parish” 

and limiting each parish in such a context to one pastoral and one lay vote (CCM Opinion 

03-2327, “Voting Rights of Congregations”).  In one extreme case four congregations 

served jointly by two pastors have been allowed a total of two votes at district meetings 

(CCM Opinion 09-2545, “Voting Rights of Congregations”). 

By disenfranchising certain congregations who hold membership in the Synod, we have 

acted inconsistently on a number of levels. 

 Though we confess no divinely appointed form of church polity, denying 

some congregations the right to the same representation that other 

congregations have in matters of the Synod is at best at a disconnect with our 

theological understanding of a congregation‟s embodiment of the catholicity 

of the Church.   

 In some matters of the Synod that are dealt with on a congregational level, 

every congregation is allowed to speak for herself. However, in other matters, 

multiple congregations served jointly by one or more pastors are required to 

come together and speak with one voice thereby reducing the value of each 

congregation‟s voice.  

 Independent Voice Shared Voice 

Representation at 

District Conventions 

 X 

Representation at 

Circuit Forums  

X  

Election of circuit 

delegates to Synod 

Convention 

X  

Vote on Amendments 

to Synod Constitution 

X  
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Nominate Synod 

Officers including 

Synod President 

X  

Voting for Synod 

President 

 X 

Establishing 

necessary number of 

congregations for 

electoral circuits  

X  

 

 In regard to voting at district conventions, the term parish has come to mean a 

“dual or multiple congregation arrangement served by the same pastor,” but 

the majority of times parish is used in the Handbook it is used synonymously 

with the term congregation, for example in the following titles: “director of 

parish music” and “parish assistant.”  Such servants of the church are certainly 

not limited to settings where two or more congregations have come together to 

call a pastor.   

 Furthermore, if the term parish is used consistently we must also re-evaluate 

whom we elected to the CTCR seeing as Bylaw 3.9.5.1 requires “Two 

ordained ministers who are parish pastors” (emphasis added).     

The problems created by such a situation are only intensified when the congregations 

making up a multiple congregation setting lie in different circuits or even districts. 

 

Some would claim that allowing each congregation in a multi-point parish a vote at 

district conventions would throw off the balance between laity and clergy. Historically 

the synod has allowed for an equal number of pastoral and lay voting delegates; however, 

no great effort has been made to ensure that an equal number of lay and pastoral 

delegates actually attend the convention of synod. The constituting convention of Synod 

in 1847 consisted of sixteen voting delegates. Of those only four were lay delegates. A 

year later there were six voting lay delegates and 25 voting pastoral delegates. That was a 

significant imbalance, but there is no evidence that anyone was bothered by it since the 

opportunity was given for significant lay participation along with the clergy. 

 

If there are 509 multipoint parishes including 1,051 congregations as of 2013, granting a 

voting representation could creation an additional 542 lay votes at district conventions. 

Given that there are approximately 6,100 congregations in the synod,
1
 such a change 

would permit 6,100 voting lay delegates to 5,558 pastoral delegates.  

 

Granted, these numbers could change significantly according to changing demographics, 

but currently, if every congregation sent a lay delegate, on average across the various 

                                                 
1
 http://www.lcms.org/aboutus, accessed 8-27-2014 

http://www.lcms.org/aboutus
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districts lay delegates would outnumber clergy by a ratio of less than 1.1 to 1. And, it is 

likely that a sizable minority of congregations who are able to send lay delegates do not, 

so that even if congregations in multipoint parishes were each allowed a voting lay 

delegate, pastoral delegates may still outnumber the lay delegates in general. In any case 

we are a significant way from the imbalance of the early days of our synod. 

 

Regarding the objection that granting a voting lay delegate to every congregation would 

change the historic precedent, it should be noted that other aspects of our structure have 

changed significantly since 1847. For example, we now have the possibility for (and 

numerous real examples of) dual parishes consisting of congregations in different 

districts. In those cases the congregations in a district other than the district in which their 

pastors are members, receive no representative with a voice at their district conventions.  

 

WHEREAS, “Article V Membership, A. Voting Members” of the Synod‟s Constitution 

deals with voting members of Synod and states: “All organized congregations that have 

joined the Synod hold voting membership. At the meetings of the districts of the Synod, 

every congregation or parish is entitles to two votes, one of which is to be cast by the 

pastor and the other by the lay delegate….” and 

 

WHEREAS, The term “or parish” is used for the first time in the constitution and only in 

this place has it been interpreted to mean “multiple congregations” served by the same 

pastor(s); and 

 

WHEREAS, “Multiple congregations” are only allowed to send a single lay delegate to 

district conventions and does not respect the equal dignity, gifts, and authority of all 

member congregations. Rather, it creates degrees of voting membership in the Synod 

because every congregation is allowed a vote in some places, but not in others (see chart 

in preamble); and  

 

WHEREAS, The basic meaning of parish is more geographical than the basic meaning of 

congregation, (congregation membership is not limited by geography, and a parish 

would, strictly speaking, include many people [even members of other denominations, as 

well as unbelievers] who are not members of an LCMS congregation); and 

 

WHEREAS, The presence of a pastor is not what determines the presence of a 

congregation.  According to C.F.W. Walther‟s Church and Ministry (tr. J. T. Mueller) 

concerning the Church, Article VII, “As visible congregations that still have the Word 

and the sacraments essentially according to God‟s Word bear the name „church‟ because 

of the true invisible church of sincere believers that is found in them, so also they possess 

the authority that Christ has given to His whole church, on account of the true visible 

church hidden in them, even if there were only two or three [believers] (emphasis added); 

and  

 

WHEREAS, The polity of the LCMS is based on congregations and not on parishes; and  
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WHEREAS, The emphasis of our polity on the representation of congregations is 

intrinsically connected to the scriptural and confessional understanding of a congregation 

bearing all the characteristics of the Church; and   

 

WHEREAS, The restructuring of LCMS passed by the delegates at the 2010 convention 

included the provision that congregations of the Synod would directly vote for the Synod 

President (Congregations Walking Together in Mission as They Elect President and First 

Vice-President, Resolution 8-17 “To Elect the Synod President”)
 2

; and 

 

WHEREAS, Requiring that a congregation‟s two votes for Synod President be cast by 

those individuals who represented the congregation at the previous district convention 

disenfranchises the congregations in so-called multiple congregation settings who are 

forced to share representation at district conventions; and 

 

WHEREAS, The idea of congregations electing the Synod President enhances the 

representative nature of this election; and 

 

WHEREAS, The 2013 convention of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod resolution 3-

07A To Further Promote Mission Awareness, Support, Collaboration, and Coordination 

for Rural and Small town, Urban and Inner City, and Suburban Ministry  was adopted by 

an overwhelming majority (981 to 15). The final resolve of which stated: “That the 

LCMS in convention continue to respect the equal dignity, gifts, and authority of all 

member congregations, regardless of demographics or size;”
3
 and  

 

WHEREAS, The use of the term parish has led to confusion and the denial of voting rights 

to certain congregations; therefore be it 

 

Resolved, the 48
th

 district convention of The Oklahoma District memorialize The 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod at its 2016 convention to  

 Give all organized congregations that hold membership in the Synod the 

opportunity to be represented by a lay delegate and a pastoral delegate at 

district conventions (Bylaw 3.1.2.1 c – allows representation at circuit forums 

and regional caucuses);  

 Retain a single vote for a pastor who represents more than one congregation  

 Amend Article V A of the Synod Constitution be amended as follows: 

PRESENT/PROPOSED WORDING 

All organized congregations that have joined the Synod hold voting membership. 

At the meetings of the district of the Synod, every congregation or parish is 

entitled to two votes, one of which is to be cast by the pastor and the other by the 

lay delegate. In the case of a single pastor representing two or more 

congregations, no individual shall cast more than one vote. At the meetings of the 

                                                 
2
 2010 Convention Proceedings, 167 

3
 2013 Convention Proceedings, 119 
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Synod, a number of congregations shall form a group which shall be represented 

by two voting delegates, one a pastor and one a lay delegate. 


