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Education 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart 

from it.  Proverbs 22:6. 

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod operates the largest Protestant 
parochial school system in the United States.  Currently, the LCMS operates 
2255 schools (1285 are Early Childhood centers; 880 are elementary schools; 
and 90 are high schools).  Those schools serve over 220,000 students. 

In Oklahoma, 27 schools serve over 1000 students.  Eight of those are 
elementary, with one of the elementary schools, Immanuel in Broken Arrow, 
also including a high school.  In addition, the Oklahoma District also operates 
19 early childhood centers. 

In addition to our parochial school systems, many of our children attend Sunday School or Vacation 
Bible School.  None of these programs would be possible without our dedicated teachers.  What a 
blessing that God has indeed called some to be teachers! 

Please pray for all the educational programs of our beloved church. 

Our prayer is that each of our educational programs will continue to call on our Almighty God for 
guidance and wisdom.   

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good 
understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.  Ps. 111:10 

To God be the Glory 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Janet Goll 
District Secretary of Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Goll 

Education Exec. 
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Evangelism 

‘Has Jesus been messing with you lately?’  Has He been trying to get your 

attention, wanting to show you something, wanting to stir your emotions 
and direct your deeds so that you will be a witness and equip others to 
witness their faith in Christ? (from Greg Finke’s book titled “Joining Jesus 
on His Mission”)   

In this report, I hope to encourage you to be a witness as you read it or 
read what Greg Finke believes is a way to connect with people, why it is 
important to befriend someone, learning who he is, what she does, what 
he is like, and where she chooses to spend her time.  Greg Finke is the only 
resource there is.  I encourage you to check out and use the people 
involved in ‘On Going Ambassadors for Christ’, The 72 – Harvesters for 
Christ, Five/14 (Matthew 5:14 - Youth Evangelism Events - LHM), Mission 
U (Webinars – LHM), Regional Outreach Conferences ((ROC) 

Downloadable Resources), Rural & Small Town Mission ((RSTM) 
Webinars, Seminars, Workshops), Church 360, LCMS Video Program, and 
the OK District (just to name a few LCMS Evangelism ministries) so that 
hell is robbed of souls and heaven populated with saints.   

As you know, the Holy Spirit is constantly working, calling, gathering, enlightening, sanctifying, and 
keeping us in the true faith, so that we, pastors, teachers, church workers, and lay people of the 
Oklahoma District ‘Go and Make disciples of all nations’.  Heeding God’s call, over the last three 
years as Oklahoma’s Evangelism Secretary, I organized and invited church workers and lay people 
to an Outreach Seminar at Lutheran Church of Our Savior in Bethany called ‘Planting Gospel Seeds 
… While Serving Human Needs’.  On Saturday, May 4th, Pastor Carlos Hernandez, with Don 
Strohmeyer and Susan Green assisting (servants of God and the LCMS), presented a ‘Planting Gospel 
Seeds Outreach Seminar’.  During the workshop, attendees received onsite training that enabled 
them to identify and address critical community needs through contacts and connections, in order 
to develop relationships between a parish and its neighbors, for the purpose of planting Gospel 
Seeds that would (with the Holy Spirit empowering) direct the trained to water, cultivate, and care 
for others (meeting people’s needs), until the Harvest is gathered.  

Other Evangelism/Outreach activities promoted and presented in the OK District were RSTM 
(Rural and Small Town Mission) Workshop (Guthrie, September 15, 2013) which educated 
participants on rural and small town evangelism methods, and The Family Friendly Partners 
Network (FFPN)) which taught participants how to “Build ‘Home Centered-Church Supported’ 
Congregations.”  Steve Wiederkehr and Myron Harms guide FFPN participants to receive training 
and coaching through a series of workshops (a three year process), through which participants 
become partners with families to deliberately pass on faith in Jesus Christ to the next generation 
(FFPN is approximately a $2000/year investment and commitment).   

In June 2014, I sent an email to Circuit Counselors in which I offered to give a power-point 
presentation called ‘Breaking the Code for Church and Community’.  As a result of that email, I was 
invited to participate in Tulsa Circuit’s Convocation on August 17th and in OKC Circuit Convocation 
on October 18th, where I encouraged and equipped church workers and lay leaders to look beyond 
boundaries and barriers and boldly go in the community to share Christ.  During my time since the 

 

Rev. Dwayne 
Schroeder 

Evangelism Exec. 
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last District Convention, I had some thoughts and made some inquiries to organize an Evangelism 
Seminar early this year (2015) but speaker availability and cost postponed such an event to a later 
date.   

In closing, I thank you for the opportunity to serve you in the Oklahoma District, for the privilege to 
encourage and equip you to think about and do ‘Evangelism”.  I thank my friends and fellow church 
workers for their time and advice, for listening to me and helping me process some of my ideas.  
And as I look ahead, I’m planning to participate in what was organized at the ‘Church Planting 
Church’ workshop at Holy Trinity on September 12th & 13th, 2014.  May God bless us all as we look 
forward to our eternity in heaven and continue to reach out to the lost in the Oklahoma District 
here on this earth.   
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Lutheran Church Extension Fund 

The Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is a unique “Ministry-
Through-Investments” organization that offers LCMS members the 
opportunity to invest their money and help build LCMS churches and 
schools at the same time.  Investments from individuals and 
congregations earn a very competitive rate of return.  These invested 
dollars are then loaned to LCMS organizations at reasonable rates.  As 
borrowers repay their loans, funds become available for other 
congregations and schools to acquire loans for their building projects. 

More than a lender, LCEF also provides an array of services to assist 
congregations and schools with their facilities development plans.  Many 
of these same services also help ministry develop plans in support of their 
mission to share the Good News of Jesus with others.  

This report gives highlights of LCEF in the Oklahoma District. The report 
covers the time period beginning fiscal year 2012 through fiscal year 
2015 up to this point. 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 
LCEF national membership numbers 28 out of 35 LCMS districts. Nationwide we are blessed with 
over 57,200 investors, providing needed resources to offer loans and services to ministries seeking 
to share the Gospel in communities throughout the world. YOU are the enabler for the work of 
LCEF! Just last year, LCEF provided $140 million in new loans nationwide. LCEF remains a well-
capitalized organization with a prudent approach to balancing loans and investments with liquidity 
requirements.  

Oklahoma District Financial Highlights 
 FY 2012 FY 2013    FY 2014      FY 2015 
 Yr. End Yr. End        Yr. End      YTD 
 06/30/12     06/30/13     6/30/14      02/2015 

Loans  14,575,879      13,848,283      12,593,736     12,471,775 
Notes  
Support 

$’s Pybl 19,021,677      19,267,091    19,630,444      18,110,412 

INVESTMENTS AND INVESTOR SERVICES 
The Oklahoma District has approximately 746 investors with a total of $18,110,412 invested. The 
Oklahoma District LCEF is always looking for more Lutheran investors. LCEF investment products 
have been designed with investors in mind – to help individuals, congregations, and organizations 
meet their savings and investment goals while knowing that their dollars are helping to build 
churches and schools.  Here are some of the featured investment products and services:  

Young Investor Steward Account (Club) ®…is an investment savings account for 
Infant through 18 years old. Minimum of $25 to open account. Premium interest rate on balances 
up to $1,000 (currently 3.5% APR). Savings grow with the child, but are accessible. Checks and 
debit card available to custodian. Debit card available at age 16. Interest compounded and paid 

 

Jeff Maltz 

Oklahoma District 

LCEF Vice President 



 
 

SECTION IV   District Staff Reports - 5 

monthly. Make additional investments with checks or Y.I. Stamps account. $1 can be earned for each 
“A” received on a report card (up to $25.00 per year) and $1 for every hour of community service 
(up to $25.00 per year). Plus scholarship post high school. 

The Family Emergency StewardAccount ® …is an investment that builds over time 
with your systematic $25 deposits through electronic funds transfer (EFT) and interest earned. 
Investors can access the funds easily in the case of an urgent need through limited check-writing 
ability and VISA Debit card. 

ConnectPLUS ® … is a 2 year Term Note that can be opened with a minimum of $500. Earn a 
3% APR fixed rate on the first $5,000 (principal & interest) during the two-year term. Balance 
above $5,000 earns second-tier fixed rate. Additional investments of $25 or more allowed during 
the term. Available to new LCEF investors only; one account per investor. At the end of the term, the 
funds remain yours to re-invest or redeem. Interest compounded and paid quarterly (March, June, 
September, December).    

PartnerPLUS ® …is a 2 or 4 year Term Note for existing LCEF Investors. Low minimum $500 to 
start. No transfers from other LCEF investments. Competitive fixed rate of 2% on two-year notes or 
2.5% on four-year notes. Balance over $25,000 earns second-tier fixed rate of 1%. Additional funds 
can be added at any time ($25 minimum). IRA investments allowed. At the end of the term, the 
funds remain yours to re-invest or redeem. Interest compounded and paid quarterly (March, June, 
September, December). Offer available for a limited time only. One account per investor. 

LOANS: LCEF loans have helped congregations provide place and space in support of ministry to 
their members and mission in their communities.  Currently 28 congregations have loans with the 
Oklahoma District LCEF totaling $12,471,775 committed dollars towards ministry.  

Loan Delinquencies: Congregations periodically face financial challenges.  In Oklahoma, we 
have been blessed in that we have no congregation delinquencies as of January 2015.   

SERVICES:  LCEF provides many ministry services such as architectural, construction, capital 
funding, demographics and more – all to help LCMS churches and organizations grow their capacity 
for mission and ministry. 

Consecrated Stewards…is a stewardship education emphasis that uses a trained “Guest Leader” to 
train, motivate, and assist congregational leaders in the understanding of biblical stewardship 
principles.  It helps awaken in Christians the Spirit-led joyful response to the grace of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

Capital Funding Services…offers Biblically based, capital fund-raising services that help LCMS 
congregations and agencies identify and fund capital needs in support of their local and global 
missions. Capital stewardship emphasis:  CFS helps raise dollars for capital expansion or debt 
retirement by custom building a Sustained Giving Stewardship Emphasis (SGSE) that fits the 
congregation’s unique setting, vision and purpose…shaped by the congregation’s vision, focused on 
Christ, built on faith, enabled by Word and Sacrament, achieving results…bringing and building 
cooperative links with other LCMS services in support of the vision. 

Laborers for Christ…is an organized group of dedicated Christian men and women who volunteer 
a portion of their retirement time to work for LCMS congregations, schools, and social ministry 
organizations that undertake the construction of their own buildings.  In 2003, LFC transferred its 
operations from LCMS World Mission to the Lutheran Church Extension Fund.  
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Architectural Advisory Committee…helps LCMS ministries plan, build or remodel church 
buildings, schools or other church structures.  An architectural advisor is willing to meet with a 
congregation on a one-time basis for the cost of travel expenses only.  The Oklahoma District is 
served in this capacity by Rick Lueb. He continues to bless our congregations with his expertise. 

THE LCEF DISTRICT PROGRAM 

District LCEF Board of Managers…is to provide direction, promotion, and loan approval to the 
District activities of the LCEF, within activity boundaries set by the Board of Directors of the 
District, while providing necessary funds that are needed by congregations and the District 
consistent with purposes allowed by the Lutheran Church Extension Fund—Missouri Synod. The 
District’s Church Extension activities shall operate within the policies and guidelines established by 
the Lutheran Church Extension Fund—Missouri Synod. 

LCEF Oklahoma District Board of Managers: 
Jeff Maltz  VP of LCEF 

Becky Elliott  Promotions Director for LCEF 

Darlene Anderson Banking 

Eddie Panko  Government 

Rev. Harold Kamman 

Rev. Marvin Henschel 

The board meets most months throughout the year. Between meetings, the committee meets as 
needed by telephone conference or email communications for the business of loan approvals. 

As the 2015 convention gets underway, I want to thank every congregation for your ministry 
partnership and assure you that Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) remains a premier and 
vital financial resource for the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). More than 80% of the 
LCMS churches and schools have at one time borrowed money from LCEF. Our greatest need is for 
better visibility and exposure to the 16,191 confirmed LCMS members in the state of Oklahoma.  
This is our marketing base. One must be a LCMS member to invest with the Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund. Do the folks sitting in the pews of your church on Sunday morning have LCEF as a 
potential investment possibility somewhere in their mind?  If not, you should ask, “What can I do?”  
Publicizing LCEF in your home congregation as the Advocate for your church will take about 30 
minutes of your time each month.   

We need Oklahoma District LCMS congregational participation as our partners so that we may offer 
loans and services to ministries seeking to share the Gospel in communities in Oklahoma and 
throughout the world.  Please take a look at your congregation and circuit on the charts that follow. 
The “Ministry Dividend” of the LCEF can best be summarized by remembering that….When Jesus 
needed to borrow a colt to ride, the only explanation given to the owner was: 

The Lord has need of it! 

Jeff Maltz, Oklahoma District LCEF Vice President 

jeffrey.maltz@lcef.org 

800-357-4421 extension 118      785-230-4112 cell 
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Confirmed 

Members

Num 

Invrs

Amount 

Invested

Num 

Loans

% of Members that 

are Investors

36 1 $985 0 2.8%

30 1 $3,667 0 3.3%

38 1 $11,752 0 2.6%

112 2 $33,354 0 1.8%

69 2 $7,002 0 2.9%

105 9 $70,948 0 8.6%

166 10 $359,652 0 6.0%

58 2 $42,744 0 3.4%

614 28 $530,105 0 4.6%

23 2 $10,829 0 8.7%

216 2 $101,587 0 0.9%

111 3 $141,324 0 2.7%

332 11 $538,040 0 3.3%

107 1 $22,713 0 0.9%

552 4 $152,694 0 0.7%

63 1 $68,295 0 1.6%ENID OK 3 $0

ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

ENID OK 6 $0

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

ENID OK 22 $0

ST JOHNS LUTHERAN CHURCH

COVINGTON OK 3 $0

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

BRECKINRIDGE OK 5 $0

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

POND CREEK OK 3 $0

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

GARBER OK 3 $0

Totals for Circuit: 1 41 $0

Circuit: 2          58 - OKLAHOMA

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

GUYMON OK 18 $0

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

BUFFALO OK 2 $0

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

WOODWARD OK 13 $0

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

HOOKER OK 2 $0

ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

TEXHOMA OK 3 $0

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

BEAVER OK 1 $0

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

SHATTUCK OK 1 $0

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

BOISE CITY OK 1 $0

District: 58 - OKLAHOMA

Circuit: 1          58 - OKLAHOMA

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Oklahoma LCEF Congregation Summary
District: 58 - OKLAHOMA

Summary Date: 01/31/2015

Organization Name

Num Invts LCEF Loan 

Balance
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350 1 $6,736 0 0.3%

253 9 $149,318 0 3.6%

231 4 $132,299 0 1.7%

2,238 38 $1,323,836 0 1.7%

20 0 $0 0 0.0%

270 5 $56,052 0 1.9%

79 2 $102,754 0 2.5%

29 1 $9,127 0 3.4%

30 0 $0 0 0.0%

295 14 $180,892 0 4.7%

402 5 $298,042 0 1.2%

1,125 27 $646,867 0 2.4%

22 0 $0 0 0.0%

91 1 $15,356 1 1.1%

95 4 $129,876 0 4.2%

345 2 $60,762 1 0.6%

275 18 $460,981 1 6.5%

56 5 $8,039 0 8.9%

67 0 $0 0 0.0%

75 1 $10,873 0 1.3%

GRANITE OK 0 $0

ST PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH

APACHE OK 1 $0

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

LONE WOLF OK 5 $0

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

LAWTON OK 5 $98,085

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

LAWTON OK 20 $353,360

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

DUNCAN OK 6 $0

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH

ALTUS OK 0 $0

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

CHICKASHA OK 2 $28,408

Totals for Circuit: 3 42 $0

Circuit: 4          58 - OKLAHOMA

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

OKARCHE OK 22 $0

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

EL RENO OK 10 $0

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

HINTON OK 0 $0

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

WATONGA OK 2 $0

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

GUTHRIE OK 1 $0

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

KINGFISHER OK 7 $0

MT CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Circuit: 3          58 - OKLAHOMA

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

ELK CITY OK 0 $0

LAHOMA OK 8 $0

Totals for Circuit: 2 71 $0

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

FAIRMONT OK 17 $0

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

ALVA OK 1 $0
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1,026 31 $685,887 3 3.0%

413 4 $152,808 0 1.0%

419 14 $157,493 1 3.3%

112 3 $37,251 0 2.7%

62 4 $115,728 0 6.5%

77 1 $2,379 0 1.3%

183 2 $11,269 0 1.1%

93 8 $325,972 0 8.6%

275 101 $234,377 2 36.7%

1,634 137 $1,037,277 3 8.4%

123 2 $82,595 0 1.6%

376 26 $933,274 1 6.9%

48 2 $53,719 1 4.2%

26 3 $4,737 0 11.5%

197 3 $29,412 2 1.5%

331 10 $870,992 0 3.0%

265 27 $941,281 0 10.2%

88 15 $47,352 0 17.0%

72 4 $159,931 0 5.6%

58 2 $32,130 0 3.4%FAIRLAND OK 4 $0

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

PRYOR OK 8 $0

ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

CLAREMORE OK 33 $0

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH

SKIATOOK OK 16 $0

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

BARTLESVILLE OK 15 $0

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

VINITA OK 3 $0

MT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

MIAMI OK 6 $17,193

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH INC

GROVE OK 3 $155,504

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

ADAIR OK 3 $0

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

OWASSO OK 42 $963,530

Totals for Circuit: 5 184 $196,567

Circuit: 6          58 - OKLAHOMA

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

GUTHRIE OK 14 $0

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

STILLWATER OK 128 $149,698

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

BLACKWELL OK 2 $0

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

BLACKWELL OK 10 $0

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

NEWKIRK OK 1 $0

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

CUSHING OK 6 $0

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

PERRY OK 4 $0

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

PONCA CITY OK 19 $46,869

Totals for Circuit: 4 39 $479,853

Circuit: 5          58 - OKLAHOMA

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
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1,584 94 $3,155,424 4 5.9%

446 40 $2,170,814 0 9.0%

41 10 $331,578 0 24.4%

120 5 $19,778 0 4.2%

28 1 $31,360 0 3.6%

193 13 $171,166 1 6.7%

323 5 $139,110 1 1.5%

902 17 $546,679 2 1.9%

84 21 $181,221 1 25.0%

470 38 $539,961 1 8.1%

268 13 $208,117 1 4.9%

46 16 $38,920 1 34.8%

122 0 $0 0 0.0%

111 4 $76,636 0 3.6%

3,154 183 $4,455,340 8 5.8%

151 14 $507,521 0 9.3%

126 1 $101 1 0.8%

55 2 $73,610 0 3.6%

403 6 $158,300 1 1.5%

1,030 27 $1,271,340 1 2.6%

MIDWEST CITY OK 11 $15,750

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

EDMOND OK 50 $97,755

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

OKLAHOMA CITY OK 7 $0

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

MUSTANG OK 21 $0

CRISTO REY

OKLAHOMA CITY OK 1 $84,734

Totals for Circuit: 7 289 $6,971,063

Circuit: 8          58 - OKLAHOMA

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

OKMULGEE OK 0 $0

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

KREBS OK 8 $0

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

SALLISAW OK 19 $48,807

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

TULSA OK 48 $79,407

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

BROKEN ARROW OK 25 $11,397

KING OF KINGS LUTHERAN CHURCH

GLENPOOL OK 22 $208,315

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR

TULSA OK 9 $96,215

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

BROKEN ARROW OK 25 $5,334,130

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

TULSA OK 27 $1,192,791

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

MUSKOGEE OK 8 $0

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

EUFAULA OK 1 $0

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

TAHLEQUAH OK 17 $0

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Circuit: 7          58 - OKLAHOMA

CHRIST THE REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

TULSA OK 80 $0

Totals for Circuit: 6 133 $1,136,227
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237 10 $450,035 0 4.2%

203 15 $143,858 0 7.4%

747 22 $1,544,382 0 2.9%

195 12 $652,912 1 6.2%

90 5 $208,045 0 5.6%

3,237 114 $5,010,104 4 3.5%

100 9 $90,620 0 9.0%

18 0 $0 0 0.0%

187 8 $43,787 2 4.3%

566 22 $294,324 1 3.9%

64 1 $9,691 0 1.6%

512 34 $131,320 1 6.6%

97 2 $40,152 0 2.1%

1,544 76 $609,894 4 4.9%

0 2 $433,496 2 0.0%

0 2 $433,496 2 0.0%

35 1 $144 0 2.9%

0 15 $222,038 0 0.0%

35 16 $222,182 0 45.7%

16,191 746 $18,110,412 28 4.6%

16,191 746 $18,110,412 28 4.6%

$0

Totals for District: 58 - 1,205 $12,471,775

OKLAHOMA UNKNOWN CONGREGATION

SAINT LOUIS MO 20 $0

Report Totals: 1,205 $12,471,775

Totals for Circuit: 99 21

Circuit: 99          58 - OKLAHOMA

LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

BROKEN ARROW OK 1 $0

OWASSO OK 6 $168,178

Totals for Circuit: 97 6 $168,178

Totals for Circuit: 9 107 $2,463,162

Circuit: 97          58 - OKLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA DISTRICT - LCMS

NORMAN OK 40 $1,044,629

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

ARDMORE OK 3 $0

ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

WELLSTON OK 8 $0

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

SHAWNEE OK 11 $557,013

ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

MOORE OK 33 $861,520

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

SULPHUR OK 0 $0

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

Circuit: 9          58 - OKLAHOMA

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

ADA OK 12 $0

OKLAHOMA CITY OK 14 $0

Totals for Circuit: 8 272 $1,056,725

ST MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH

EDMOND OK 41 $858,486

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

BETHANY OK 19 $0

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

OKLAHOMA CITY OK 86 $0

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

OKLAHOMA CITY OK 22 $0

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR
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Camp Lutherhoma 

The Oklahoma District, LCMS is blessed by our Lord to own and 
operate Camp Lutherhoma since 1933.  Located in Eastern Oklahoma 
along the Illinois River, Camp Lutherhoma serves hundreds of visitors 
all year round through programs, retreats and rentals.  The facility 
consists of 120 acres of fields and forest with the Illinois River running 
right through the property.  Since the early 1990’s Camp Lutherhoma 
has gone through many improvements to both facilities and programs.  
Each building on camp has been upgraded, and several new facilities 
have been added, all through the abundant blessings of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, and supporters throughout Oklahoma and across the country. 
Some of these upgrades have been funded through donations from 
congregations, LWML, district, and fundraisers.  Here is a listing of 
some of these improvements: 
 

 All 10 summer cabins were rebuilt in the spring of 2014 
o Well insulated for year round use 
o Air conditioning and heat 
o Secure doors and windows 
o New bunk beds and mattresses 

 2 New Retreat cabins, Pine and Aspen were added 
o High comfort facilities for adults, families or youth groups 
o Linens and bedding provided 
o Custom log furniture made from Oklahoma pine and Colorado aspen 
o Meals catered by Lutherhoma 
o Quilts made by Oklahoma Lutheran women’s groups 

 New Swimming Pool in use since 2010 
o High quality construction for long term low maintenance 
o Easy shallow end walk in for families  
o Large area for gathering around pool side furniture 
o Shaded in the summer with large shade tarp 

 Remodel of Dining Hall and Kitchen 
o Replaced ceiling, including recessed lights and insulation 
o Exhaust fans, heaters, and emergency lighting 
o Round tables and stacking chairs 
o Kitchen floor was tiled and walls were covered 
o Upgraded pantry, walk in frig, and large appliances 

 Camp Store and Deck for central gathering place 
o Deck handicapped accessible, provided by LWML 
o Store offers apparel and gifts 
o Meeting room above store 

 Maintenance Barn and Caretaker’s House 
o Steel structure maintenance building, provided by Lippert Memorial 
o Caretaker house added in 1995 
o Daniel Overman has been the camp caretaker since 1990 

 

 

John Busch, Director 

Camp Lutherhoma 
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 Challenge Course, originally established by family of Paul Theimer in 1989 
o Includes 20 low elements and 10 high elements 
o Climbing tower 
o Constantly improving and changing as the program continues to be valuable 

 Outdoor Chapel receives upgrades and changes through the years 
o New electrical and lighting 
o Concrete floor and repaired benches 
o Sound system and video projector 

 Vehicles which help fulfill ministry needs 
o Donation of Toyota Prius 
o Donation of Polaris Ranger 4x4 from LWML 
o Donation through the years of 3 other vehicles 

Future Vision of facilities might include: 
 Replace Theimer Hall with large meeting room and comfortable bathrooms 

o Serve as secondary dining room for retreat guests 
o Serve as large meeting space for many groups year round 
o Become a focal point for greeting guests 

 Office remodeled or rebuilt 
o Keep the old office to highlight the history of our camp 

 Either keep as office and remodel/expand 
 Or redesign it to become a rental cottage for families 

o Or build a new office next to the house 
 Ball field with high quality bleachers and lights 

o All sports facility with snack bar and storage structure 
 Increase pantry space in kitchen at dining hall 

o Need both larger pantry and walk in freezer 
 New basketball court 
 Outdoor kitchen and Barbecue for retreat groups 

o Near the Pine and Aspen retreat cabins 
o High comfort for adults 
o Gathering place for campfire, great food, and good fellowship 

Statistics of Use 
 Summer Campers 

o 2014 had 478 campers participating in 18 programs 
 An increase of 66 campers from 2013 

o High point was in 2002 with 675 campers 
o Hire 20-25 college age summer staff, who participate in 2 weeks of intensive staff 

training led by John Busch, Director and Steven Jackson, Program Director 
o Programs available for ages 6-20 
o Some family programs, such as weekend camp for preschooler and parent 

 Directed Programs 
o Journey In January High School Retreat 

 Averages 95 participants 
 Celebrated 26th annual event in 2015 

o Fruitful In February Jr and Sr High Challenge Course Retreat 
 Averages 40 participants 
 Had a new high of 58 in 2014 
 At the time of this report the 2015 numbers were not known 
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o Labor Day Weekend Family Camp 
 An important program since the early 1950’s 
 Averages 70 participants 
 With the new retreat cabins and the newly rebuilt summer cabins we now 

have more comfortable facilities than ever before for family events 
o Memorial Day Weekend Work Weekend 

 Draws an average of 80 people to help get camp cleaned and ready for 
summer camp 

 A great way for families unfamiliar with Lutherhoma to get a first experience 
in what camp has to offer 

o Golf Tournament 
 Celebrating the 6th annual this April 25th 
 Draws an average of 100 participants 
 Raises between $10,000 and $15,000 each year 
 Great way to introduce Lutherhoma to many friends and supporters 

 Retreats 
o Average 20 youth retreats a year 
o Average 22 adult retreats a year, with an increase of 14 since 2011 when we started 

offering the new Pine and Aspen retreat cabins 
o Average of 1100 retreat participant, with 1354 in 2014 
o Total number of retreats increased from 33 in 2010 to 47 in 2014 
o Challenge Course Program continues to be very popular for all types of groups 
o Now we offer food service for every retreat group 

 Plates served to retreat guests has increased from 2992 in 2009 to 4047 in 
2014 

o Now with the summer cabins winterized, we have a new opportunity to serve many 
more retreat guests throughout the year 
 

Camp Lutherhoma has been blessed beyond imagination.  When we say this we mean that the 
people who come to camp have been blessed by God.  Camp Lutherhoma is a place, and God has 
granted us this place to provide opportunities for people to grow in their faith, spend time 
appreciating His Creation, and being nurtured in discipleship.  The memories, relationships, and 
recreation that take place here are all blessed by God to strengthen His Children, His church, and 
the world. 
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Lutherhaven Retreat Center 

(formerly known as Camp Lutherhaven) 
 
It's been several years now that work started at Lutherhaven Retreat 
Center, also known as God's Oasis in the Oklahoma Panhandle.  You may be 
wondering what camp is that?  Well, a couple of years ago it was decided to 
make a name change to reflect the mission of this camp.     
 
Lutherhaven Retreat Center is not a staffed camp.  It is a facility that is 
made available to those who would like to use it and bring their own 
people to do the work.  It is located in Beaver County, the east end of the 
panhandle.  It is a total of 160 acres of which 20 acres is a spring fed lake.   
 
Two buildings are currently available for use for a nominal fee: the Main 
Lodge which sleeps up to 20 people and the Bunkhouse sleeps up to 30 
people. 
 
Typically, the camp's busiest month is July when two 4 day camps, sponsored by the Panhandle 
Circuit, take place.   
 
In 2015 it looks as though the month of June is going to be busy with a three day continuing 
education course (sponsored by Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne) followed by a PALS 
retreat. 
 
On Labor Day Sunday of 2014 we had a formal Dedication Worship Service with five pastors 
participating, four from Oklahoma and one from Kansas.  It was a glorious day with President 
Henke proclaiming God's word.   
 
We have started a couple new projects, a covered area on the north side of the bunkhouse and a 
covered multipurpose area for outdoor worship down next to the lake. 
 
Come and join us sometime or give us a call for a tour.  Fishing is always available along with plenty 
of hiking and exploring (it's rumored that the Dalton Gang use to stay here by one of the springs). 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Pastor Mark Wescoatt, Lutherhaven Retreat Center Manager 
 

 

  

 

Rev. Mark  

Wescoatt 
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Missions 

“The Cross Crosses all Boundaries” 

“The Apostolic Church, „sent forth‟ to proclaim the Gospel to all nations, 

finds in the present moment „all nations‟ being sent to her” 

Report to the Oklahoma District Board of Directors, 

February 7, 2015 
1.   NEW CHURCH PLANTS (Goal: 12 by 2017) 

 Durant – Rev. Michael Mattil, Rev. Eloy Gonzalez – An effort by two 
congregations in Texas, in coordination with the Oklahoma and 
Texas Districts, has been initiated to establish a Lutheran presence 
in Durant, OK.   Rev. Mattil of Grace Lutheran in Dennison, TX and 
Rev. Gonzalez of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Irving, TX have 
taken turns leading worship services on Sunday evenings, but that 
time slot has become unworkable since the school year resumed.  
The two pastors in consultation with key lay leaders have determined the time is not ripe to 
pursue the project at this time.  But on the horizon continues to hold some promise 
therefore, a budget item has been included in the Missions budget for future possibilities. 

 NW Oklahoma City/Piedmont –Possibilities under consideration are trying to secure a 
vicar or, alternatively, calling a church-planting candidate in the spring of 2015.  An 
additional option might be the use of pastoral staff from one of the larger Oklahoma City 
area congregations to initiate the work.  Nominal funding for this program continues to be 
set apart  in the proposed budget 

 King of Kings, Glenpool – Rev. Rick Tabisz.    
 Lord of Life, Bixby – Jonathan Schultz   
 Ablaze! Live, East Tulsa & Broken Arrow – Rev. Tim Dreier.   
 Trinity, McAlester: Clayton & Atoka Satellites – Rev. Glenn Meyer  
 Shepherd of the Hills, Skiatook – Rev. Sean McCoy  
 Oklahoma City & Tulsa horizons – interest has been voiced by some congregations in 

mission possibilities in the redeveloping downtown areas in both Oklahoma City and Tulsa, 
as well as in the west end of  the Creek Turnpike corridor in west Tulsa/Sapulpa.  Such 
interest is in the preliminary stages. 

 Ethnic Ministries. 
o South Asian Outreach, Broken Arrow-Tulsa Metro -- Rev. John Wilke has identified 

a potential candidate to fill this role.  Samuel Pervaz, a Lutheran by confession and 
member of Immanuel, Broken Arrow, served as a Bishop in his home country of 
Pakistan.   Samuel, with the support of Pastor Wilke, would like to begin an outreach 
effort among the south Asian residents of the Tulsa metropolitan area.  A number of 
national, ethnic, linguistic, and religious backgrounds would define the target 
group.  Eventually, focus would also include international students in university 
settings.  I encouraged them to proceed under the congregation’s authority and the 
pastor’s supervision.  For the longer term, establishing the recognition beyond the 
congregational level granted by rostered status would be helpful.  Given Samuel’s 

Rev. Leonard Busch 

Missions Exec. 
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ordained status with the church in Pakistan, and upon the recommendation of LCMS 
First Vice-President, Dr. Herbert Mueller, an application to the Pastoral Colloquy 
process has been initiated.   

o Muslim Outreach, Oklahoma City – Rev. Nourreddine Bennai is available to speak 
in District congregations on Sundays.  Honoraria are covered by the District, but 
provision of travel expenses by host congregations will be appreciated. 

o African (Liberian) Outreach, Tulsa – Robert Knuckles  
o Hmong Outreach, Tulsa – Both Wangdoua Chang (in the EIIT program) and Sing 

Vang (SMP program) have completed the fall term, I am serving as a theological 
mentor in both of these educational endeavors.   The possibility of a second site for 
Hmong ministry in Owasso is still in view.  

o Karen (Burmese) Outreach, Guymon – Rev. Mark Wescoatt  
o Zomi-Chin (Burmese) Outreach, Tulsa – Search efforts continue to find a candidate 

for development toward pastoral leadership in these language communities.   
o Cristo Rey, Oklahoma City – After several years of relationship, the Oklahoma 

District and Cristo Rey bid fond farewell to Trini and Nelly Castenada.  Rev Abuit 
Farjardo-Ruiz is now serving the congregation. Since District policy dictates that a 
calling congregation be in line with District Guidelines, additional cost items have 
been added to the District budget. 

o Buen Pastor, Tulsa – Rev. Bernardo Rangel  
 

 Notes on New Church Plants 
 

o 4 Chartered as Independent congregations 
o 2 Operating as Satellites of existing congregations 
o 4 in initial Start Up Mode (in process of preliminary development) 
o 9 Ethnic efforts (6 of which are subsets of existing Anglo congregations) 

 4 as Ethnic Specific Worshiping Groups 
 3 as Ethnic Outreach Efforts (no separate worship service) 

 
 Process Notes on Ethnic Outreach Efforts 

 
What follows is not intended to establish a specific order which must be followed by every 

Outreach Effort.  Rather it lists key constituent elements which may occur in various 

sequences in any Outreach Effort process. 

o Contact  
 May begin as works of Mercy (Diakonia) such as ESL classes, school 

mentoring, food pantries, leadership training, or other “side-door events,” 
which, by gaining trust and building relationships, serve to open portals for 
effective: 

 Gospel presentation or Witness (Martyria) in the cultural/linguistic idiom 
of the hearers and may be manifested in modes such as: 

 Proclamation (Kerygma) 
 Instruction (Didache/Catechesis) 
 Baptism. 

o Gathering a Congregation – As individuals come to faith they gather with others, 
thus initiating the tasks of Life Together (Koinonia).  It should be noted that the 
term Congregation is used here to describe Ethnic Specific Worshiping Groups which 
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may or may not become chartered as Independent congregations. 
o Identification/Development of Indigenous Pastoral Leadership 

 
2.  CONGREGATIONAL TRANSFORMATION (Goal: 40 congregations by 2017) 

 For use in the Oklahoma District, a revitalization process will be defined as: A process in 
which a congregation or representation of its membership gathers for an intense and 
intentional encounter with God’s Word (focused on a study of God’s purpose for 
congregations), accompanied by study of the congregation’s particular context, fervent prayer 
for God’s guidance in discerning His calling for the congregation at its current time and place, 
and connected with ministry planning. 

 By this definition, processes have been conducted for 57 congregations.   
 

3.   CAMPUS MINISTRY   

 Campus ministry (especially as it touches foreign students), continues to provide a unique 
portal of opportunity for sowing the Gospel seed.  District Congregations are encouraged to 
promote LCMS U (http://lcms.org/lcmsu) to help connect students with campus ministry 
sites nationwide.  Active campus ministries in Oklahoma include:  
 

o Trinity, Norman (OU) 
o Zion, Stillwater (OSU) 
o Grace, Tulsa (TU) 
o First, Tahlequah (NSU)* 

 
In addition, I am serving as an adjunct professor and faculty advisor to the Hispanic Student 
Association of Tulsa Community College at its Metro, Northeast, and Southeast campuses, as 
an instructor in the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Oklahoma State University, and as a 
symposium presenter at Langston University. 

 

4.  DISTANCE THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION (EIIT/SMP) 

 As one means to provide workers prepared for the harvest field, the Oklahoma District 
works with Concordia Seminary’s distance theological education programs: EIIT (Ethnic 
Immigrant Institute of Theology) and SMP (Specific Ministry Pastors).  Currently enrolled in 
the EIIT program is Wangdoua Chang.  Sing Vang started his SMP coursework in September.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://lcms.org/lcmsu
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Stewardship 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Since our last convention, congregational giving to the Oklahoma District 
has increased somewhat.  This is an encouraging sign.   
 

In 2012, Congregation pledges to the district totaled $675,173. 
2013 pledges totaled $787,615 
2014 pledges totaled $799,906   
2015 estimated pledges are $812,000  

 
Thanks to all of you who are encouraging your congregation to increase 
their giving to support the Oklahoma District and our Synod.  The largest 
portion of the budget directly supports missions efforts within our District.   
As I speak with pastors and congregational leaders within our district, a 
few patterns begin to come to light.  My hope is that this report would 
serve to encourage all of us in our ministries as we proclaim the Gospel of 
our Lord. 
 

 An increasing number of congregations are effectively using Consecrated Stewards or New 
Consecration Sunday as resources to teach about what it means to be a steward / manager. 

 Implementing the principles in these programs results in stronger congregational 
unity, increased ministry participation and increases in congregational income from 
10-60%  

 Virtually all of these also are active in reaching out to the community with deliberate 
outreach and discipleship programs. 

 Conversely, those leaders that confide that they do not teach stewardship principles seem to 
have difficulty with outreach and discipleship. 
 

I do not think that this is a coincidence. Perhaps this observation might lead us to look at 
stewardship in a different way.  Consider some of these fundamental Stewardship principles.   
 

 God is the source of all things.  
 It is by His grace that we are saved 
 We respond to His grace with our whole mind, soul, heart, strength 
 That response is motivated by God’s love. 
 We return to the lord our first fruits by faith.  We trust Him to provide for all our needs 

(daily bread). 
 As our faith grows, we are less dependent on the things of the world, and more dependent 

on God. 
 

Do you notice that all of these are also discipleship principles?   I wonder if we too often distort the 
meaning and intention of stewardship.  Instead of it being limited to “Treasures, Time and Talent”, 
perhaps it would serve us (and our Lord) well if we simply make disciples.  In that way, folks are 
not being asked to give to a budget or to a program.  Instead, we encourage them to give from the 
many blessings that God has already bestowed on them. 

 

Rev. Rick Tabisz 

Stewardship Exec. 
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Many resources are available to you.   
 

1. Consecrated Stewards.   
A few of us in the District have been trained help your congregation facilitate Consecrated 
Stewards and its sister programs.  Please contact me directly, and I’ll get you in touch with a 
qualified leader near you.  (BTW- I am still looking for others who are willing to attend the 
2-3 day training session.) 
 

2. New Consecration Sunday 
Consider implementing Consecration Sunday (NCS).  It is remarkably easy to do, and has the 
potential for a powerful change in the way we look at our resources.  Several congregations 
in our district have used NCS, with remarkable results.  Those with whom I have talked 
noted two specific blessings:  1) increased giving and 2) a renewed commitment to the 
Lord’s work.  NCS is explained in a book entitled New Consecration Sunday by Herb Miller 
(Nashville: Abington Press, 2007; ISBN 978-0-687-64437-7, available through Amazon and 
Cokesbury Books.) 
 

3. On-Line Resources 
The LCMS site has overhauled the Stewardship website.  It is even a better resource than 
what has been available in past years.  It is intended to develop a culture of generous giving.  
It is a way for Pastors and key lay leaders to learn together in a significant way to develop 
Biblical stewardship principles and attitudes.  The URL is www.lcms.org/stewardship.  

 
4. I want to make myself available to visit with your leadership team to encourage and educate 

you on Biblical Stewardship principles.  By all means, please contact me if you are looking 
for resources or ideas.  We are in this together, for the cause of Christ.  My email address is 
rick@kingofkingsok.org.  My cell # is 918.640.1423. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Rev. Rick Tabisz 
Stewardship Secretary, OK District, LCMS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rick@kingofkingsok.org
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Youth 

“The mission and ministry of the Oklahoma District Youth Board are to provide Christian support, 

encouragement and direction to the youth and youth leaders of the churches in our Oklahoma 

District.” 

Youth Ministry Overview 

As I reflect on the past three years of Youth Ministry in the Oklahoma 
District it excites me to see all that the youth of the Oklahoma District are 
involved in.  Not only do we provide many fine opportunities for youth to 
learn, grow and serve on the District level, but in addition we have many 
churches and leaders who see the youth of their church as a vital and 
important part of the church’s ministry.  It is those committed and 
connected Pastors, DCE’s, youth leaders and parents who deserve a great 
deal of our thanks for the work they do and the love and dedication they 
show. 

 
The Oklahoma District is truly blessed with many fine young people who 
desire to live their lives on a daily basis in service to our Lord.  A fine 
example of this is the high school leadership at our Jr. High District Events. These high school youth 
show great maturity and leadership as they lead the younger youth at a district level and that is a 
great testament to the skills the district churches are using to prepare these young people for 
service.  

 
Our Camps continue to be a powerful resource in reaching the youth in our District.  As youth of all 
ages have the opportunity to explore their faith at summer camps and weekend retreats, we 
continue to see that spark of faith fanned into flame as these young people grow in their 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Quite often many of these campers desire to return and serve as 
counselors and leaders in order to be able to pass on to others the joy and excitement they have 
experienced in their walk with Christ. 

 
We have much to be proud of in our Oklahoma District.  God has blessed our churches with many 
caring and gifted youth leaders and we truly have many incredible and amazing youth doing great 
things in their churches and communities as well as outside the state of Oklahoma.  I pray we can 
continue to feed and nurture these youth and youth leaders with the Gospel of Jesus Christ so they 
can continue to make a difference in the world around them. 
 

J.O.Y. in Christ: The J.O.Y (Jr. Oklahoma Youth) District Event takes place in October at Camp 

Lutherhoma and is for 6-8th graders in the Oklahoma District. This event continues to grow and I 

believe it is a direct correlation to the fact that we incorporate high school leaders. High school 

students are chosen by youth leaders across the state who show spiritual maturity, great leadership 

skills and a willingness to serve. These youth meet many weeks prior to the event to plan Bible 
studies, learn how to facilitate those studies, and overall equipping them to be great leaders.   

 

 

 Todd Stevens 

Youth Exec. 
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Ok’d in Christ: The OK’D IN CHRIST District Sr. High Youth Gathering has been the highlight for our 
Sr. High Youth ministry for many years.  The Oklahoma District is one of the few districts that 
continue to have an annual Gathering for its Sr. High Youth.  I am continually impressed with the 
quality of the speakers, musicians, and entertainers that have been a part of our OK’D In Christ 
events and their desire to get to know the youth on a personal level.  Outside participants who have 
attended this event for the first time continue to comment on how impressed they are with the 
content and structure of our weekend events as well as with the caliber of youth who participate in 
the OK’D In Christ events.  We also need to give much of our thanks to the many adult youth 
counselors who work hard to make this a special event for the youth of their church. 
 
National Youth Gathering 2016: The next National Youth Gathering for the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod is taking place July 16th – July 20th in New Orleans, LA.  The theme for this Gathering 
is “In Christ Alone”.  Plans are already underway to provide OK District Transportation and 
information to help make this a dynamic and life-changing event for our Oklahoma teens. 
 
Witness in the Community Event: “Neighborhood VBS” is an event to reach the Burmese, 
Hispanic, African American, Caucasian, and Asian populations of Tulsa and proclaim the Gospel in a 
Vacation Bible School format.  Many local Lutheran Churches helped with planning and volunteers 
at this event (Camp Lutherhoma, Good Shepherd, Shepherd of the Hills, Christ the Redeemer, 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Our Savior Lutheran, King of Kings Lutheran Church, Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church, and Trinity Lutheran Church). 
 
God continues to bless our Oklahoma District with many loving and caring lay youth leaders, 
Pastors, DCE’s, Youth Workers as well as many exceptional and gifted Youth.  My prayer and desire 
is to see our Oklahoma District Youth Ministry programs provide opportunities which will enable 
and equip youth and youth leaders in their ability to GROW, GO, & SOW.  I hope we can provide 
more opportunities for youth and youth leaders to GROW in their walk with Jesus Christ as their 
Savior and Lord, so that they will GO out into their communities and beyond sharing the love of 
Christ in many different ways.  As a result their words and actions will help SOW the message of the 
Gospel into the hearts and minds of others who need to hear this story of Jesus’ saving Grace! 
 
 
In Christ, 
 
Todd Stevens  
Oklahoma District Youth Executive 
 


