
Oklahoma District Board of Directors, LCMS 

Minutes of Meeting – February 4, 2012 

Oklahoma District Office 

(Minutes  approved May 5, 2012.) 

 

Board Members Present 

 Central – Mr. Mike Dodds, Mr. Myron Harms, Rev. Lewis Walters   

Eastern – Mr. Doug Eisenhauer, Rev. John Wilke  

Western – Rev. Art McCormick, Rev. John Wackler 

 

District Officers Present: President, Rev. Barrie Henke; 1
st
 Vice President, Rev. Myles 

Schults; 2
nd

 Vice President, Rev. David Nehrenz; 3
rd

 Vice President Chris Hall; Secretary 

Rev. W. R. Rains; Treasurer, Mr. Brent England 

 

District Staff Present: Education, Ms. Janet Goll; Missions, Rev. Leonard Busch  

 

Guest(s): David Fischaber (Chairman of the LCEF Bard of Managers for Oklahoma)  

 

Absent: Board Member(s) – Mr. Scott Dewald, Mr. Shane Enman  

  Staff – Ms. Nikki Boyd, Mr. Steve Bremer, Rev. John Huss, Rev. Rick Tabisz  

 

Call to Order – President Henke called the meeting to order at 9:31 A. M. 

 

Devotion – 3
nd

 Vice President Hall used Daily Prayer LSB 295 and read from Mark 9: 2-

13 the transfiguration account. 

 

Minutes of December 3, 2011 – A motion was made by Mike Dodds and seconded by 

Art McCormick to approve the minutes as presented – motion carried. 
  

President’s Report – see attached report - A motion was made by John Wackler and 

seconded by Myron Harms to receive the president’s report as presented. 
  

Treasurer’s Report – see attached report – A motion was made by John Wilke and 

seconded by John Wackler to receive the treasurer’s report (this report also 

contains Camp Lutherhoma’s financial information) – motion carried.  
 

Staff Reports 

  

 Education – see attached report – A motion was made by Art McCormick and 

seconded by Myron Harms to accept the report as presented – motion 

carried. 

  

Evangelism – no report 

  

LCEF – see attached report – David Fischaber reported for Steve Bremer who 

was at a funeral. During his report the board acted on two motions.  The first 



motion was 12D-08-02 of the report.  A motion was made by Art McCormick 

and seconded by John Wackler that we approve the request in 12D-08-02 

and grant the loan to Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church Inc. Broken 

Arrow, OK – motion carried.  The second motion was 12D-08-01 of the report.  

A motion was made by John Wilke and seconded by Art McCormick that we 

approve the request in 12D-08-01 and grant the 5 year fixed interest rate to 

St. Mark Lutheran Church and Preschool – Edmond, OK – motion carried.  
After hearing the rest of the report, a motion was made by Lewis Walters and 

seconded by John Wilke that we approve the report as presented – motion 

carried.   
 

Missions – see attached report – A motion was made by Myron Harms and 

seconded by John Wilke to accept the report – motion carried.  
  

Outdoor Ministry – see attached – Chris noted that he was late in requesting 

information from the Camp Lutherhoma board and then asked Brent England if he 

could provide an update.  Brent stated that the second retreat cabin should be 

completed in the next few months and that the camp was now leasing computers 

rather than purchasing them which would ultimately be a better value for the 

camp.  The report from Camp Lutherhaven stated the water system is still the 

issue that prevents the camp from officially holding camp and generating revenue.  

A motion was made by Mike Dodds and seconded by Lewis Walters that we 

accept the reports (verbal and written) – motion carried.      

 

Stewardship – see attached report – Rick was unable to attend the meeting but 

submitted his report by e-mail. A motion was made by Lewis Walters and 

seconded by Mike Dodds to accept the report – motion carried. 
  

 Youth – no report 

 

Old Business 
   

President Henke asked Secretary Rains to give an update on the district handbook.  

Copies of the handbook were distributed with the notation on the bottom of each page 

(CCM approval with suggested changes from 11/11-13/2011 meeting). The secretary 

stated that the CCM had made several more suggestions regarding the handbook.  The 

committee considered the suggestions and made the changes.  In the correspondence 

from the Synod Secretary it appears that if the suggested changes are made the handbook 

would be ready for presenting to The District in convention with no further review by the 

CCM necessary.  However, the district secretary did send an e-mail copy of the handbook 

with changes to the Synod Secretary as a matter of courtesy.  A motion was made by 

John Wackler and seconded by Myron Harms that the BOD recommend to the 

district convention that the handbook be adopted as approved by the CCM – motion 

carried.* 
 



President Henke then asked 2
nd

 Vice President Nehrenz, the convention chairman and 

Secretary to provide the BOD with a convention update.  Nehrenz stated that he and the 

administrative assistant and the Presidents’ secretary will be meeting with the contact 

people at the NCED to go over convention details.  It was then noted that the convention 

planning committee will be meeting on February 10, 2012 to review and continue the 

planning process.  Nehrenz also informed the board of the letter that was sent to all 

delegates (pastoral voting, lay voting, and advisory delegates) concerning registration and 

the date the material needs to be returned.  The letter also informed the delegates that the 

convention workbook would be sent on a CD and the hardcopy will be provided at 

registration. 

 

Secretary Rains then stated that another letter would be sent to all delegates next week 

(02/08/12) asking for each congregation to verify its delegate information and return the 

information by 02/20/12.  It was also noted that those congregations that are considered 

dual or multiple would receive an additional form which would be used in the voting 

process for Synod President prior to the 2013 Synod Convention. 

 

President Henke then stated to the BOD and staff that he would be making committee 

assignments after meeting with the convention planning committee on February 10
th

. 

 

President Henke then asked Secretary Rains to provide a nominations update.  Rains 

stated that the nominations committee had met on January 21 to finalize its lists of 

candidates and would try to have it published in the Oklahoma edition of The Lutheran 

Witness for March.  If that is not possible it will appear in the April edition.  Rains then 

handed out a list of candidates that were nominated and had agreed to have their name 

placed on the ballot for District President and First Vice President, the members of the 

BOD elected by each region (to be ratified at the convention), the circuit counselors 

elected by each circuit (to be ratified at the convention), and the advisory ordained and 

commissioned delegates (elected at the 2011 Fall Church Workers Conference) to 

represent The District at the 2013 Synod convention (see handout).   

 

President Henke then asked about a convention assessment letter follow-up and who 

should send the letter.  The BOD decided that the letter should be from the BOD and that 

is should originate from the district secretary’s office. 

 

President Henke then noted that Zion in Chelsea had not met as a congregation for 

several years and that a decision had been made to close the congregation.  He set the 

date for closing the congregation as March 24, 2012 at 2:00 pm.  An announcement will 

appear in The Lutheran Witness so anyone interested can attend the closing service.  The 

property becomes an asset of The Oklahoma District per the constitution of the 

congregation.  A motion was then made by John Wackler and seconded by John 

Wilke that an executive committee (the District President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 

a Board Member from the Eastern Region) pursue the sale of the property – motion 

carried. 
 



President Henke then asked District Treasurer, Brent England, to discuss the budget.  A 

proposed budget was passed out and reference was made to the congregational pledges 

that the Stewardship Executive had received and the projections he arrived at based on 

those pledges.  Brent then noted that about $110,000 would need to be cut from the 

budget.  After several small cuts were made (continuing education, worker care, human 

care, worship, and v p and counselor expenditures eliminated; evangelism, parish 

education, and president’s office expenses reduced), it was still necessary to reduce the 

deficit even more.  At that time it was determined to reduce what we would forward to 

the Synod by $50,000, yet more cuts were still needed.  A discussion then was held 

regarding PALS (a three year program for men just starting their pastoral ministry). 

 

After considering the information available a motion was made by John Wackler and 

seconded by John Wilke that The District opt out of PALS and develop a mentor 

program in The District for pastors in their early years of ministry – motion 

carried. 
 

The budget still needed to be reduced and the mission budget was then addressed.  After 

review, John Wilke spoke on behalf of ICA Broken Arrow and asked that their request be 

removed from the mission budget.  Mission Exec, Len Bush, then proposed several 

adjustments to the mission budget request.  All the changes brought the budget to within 

$6,000 of balance.  At that time John Wilke, speaking for Immanuel in Broken Arrow, 

said that the congregation would increase its pledge by $6000.  With that the budget was 

balanced.  A motion was made by Art McCormick and seconded by John Wackler to 

approve the 2012 budget as amended – motion carried (see attached).   
 

New Business 

 

President Henke noted that Dan Tucker had submitted his resignation from the position 

as District Disaster Relief Coordinator.  Henke noted that Dan was facing some health 

challenges and felt he needed to resign for that reason.  Henke noted that he had an 

individual in mind that he planned to ask to fill that position.  A motion was made by 

Myron Harms and seconded by Lewis Walters to accept Dan Tucker’s resignation – 

motion carried.  Secretary Rains will send a letter on behalf of the board thanking Dan 

for his service. 

 

Adjournment – A motion was made by Mike Dodds and seconded by Myron Harms 

to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 1:17 P. M.  Chris Hall closed with a prayer. 

 

Next Meeting – May 5, 2012 the new district president will be devotional leader.   

 

Meeting Location – to be announced 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. W. R. Rains 

OK District Secretary, LC-MS 



* Secretary Rains received one additional update from the CCM from their February 10-

12, 2012 meeting requesting two additional changes to the handbook.  They were minor 

changes on page 11 and page 20.  The CCM suggestions and changes are noted below. 

 

90. Oklahoma District Bylaws Final Review (08-2536B) 

The commission reviewed the changes made by the district committee in response to the 

most recent commission review of the district’s Bylaws, instructing the secretary of the 

commission to express its appreciation for the district’s cooperation throughout the 

review process. The commission called the district’s attention to two remaining details to 

be addressed: 

 Article IV, paragraph 3: The commission recommends (when the election of the regional 

members of the board of directors is being described) that the actions on the regional 

level to “elect” the board members would better read “select,” thereby reserving use of 

the term “elect” for the end of the process when the district convention ratifies the 

selections made by the regions, which ratification constitutes “election.” 

  

Members of the District Board of Directors: Prior to the district convention each region 

shall elect on a rotational basis three (3) members to the Board using the “Election Cycle 

for Each Region” in Appendix B.  When the regions meet to select (by ballot) their 

members of the district board of directors, the ordained member(s) shall be selected first, 

followed by the commissioned minister (if applicable), and then the lay member(s).  Only 

one individual may be selected from each circuit.  The individuals selected by their 

regions will then have their name submitted to the district convention for ratification, 

which shall constitute election to the board. 
  

 Appendix E, “9 Months Prior” paragraph: The change recommended by the commission to 

replace “election process” with “nominations process” apparently was overlooked and 

should be made. 
  

The district secretary calls the first meeting of the nominations committee no later than 

nine months prior to the convention.  This meeting should include the district secretary 

because of his involvement in the nomination process. 

 


