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See MESSAGE, Page 4

Vision
Recently my sec-
retary was having 
some serious vision 
problems. She 
shared her concern 
with me as I stood 
in front of her 
desk. I asked her 
what she saw when 
she looked at me. 
“Just a dark blob,” 
she responded. 

I encouraged her to see an ophthalmol-
ogist for a more precise diagnosis. “Cat-
aracts” she was told. On two separate 
occasions she had a cataract removed 
from both eyes. Her eyesight was mi-
raculously clear after the surgeries and 

restored to virtually 20/20 vision. 

After the surgeries I again 
stood in front of her desk and 
asked her to tell me what she 
saw when she looked at me. 
“A dark blob,” she answered. 
Bless her heart!

Vision Problems
When there are problems 
with a person’s vision, it is not pleasant. 
It can be frightening, frustrating and 
faith-challenging. 

Human beings are not the only ones 
who can have vision problems. Since 
all creation groans under the weight 
of man’s sin, many animals suffer the 
same malady. But so do congregations! 
There are many congregations that 

have serious vision problems. They are 
unable to visualize the commission of 
God’s Word calling them to discipleship 
and witness. 

Their vision becomes dim when they 
look at their community to see the 
mission right before their eyes and 
entrusted to them by God. Their vision 
becomes blurred when they look to the 
future failing to visualize it with hope 
and expectancy. 

I have read many articles that have 
been written with blurred or dimmed 
vision, consequently seeing only a dis-
mal future for the church. They point to 
more and more people dropping away 
from church membership as well as 
the Christian faith itself, and conclude 
that the church is dying. Most of these 
articles engender within the reader a 
feeling of hopelessness about the future 

of the Church, and especially 
the Lutheran Church. I some-
times expect the concluding 
sentence to read: “If you’re 
the last one here turn off the 
lights!”

To a great extent these articles 
are correct if the vision for 
the future is left only to sinful 

man. It seems to follow the words of 
Prov. 29:18 (KJV): “Where there is no 
vision, the people perish.” 

2020 Vision
The future may indeed look bleak when 
left to sinful humans. The Church, 
however, belongs to Christ, not to sinful 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

NEW YEAR 
 BLESSINGS 

Saints of  
Oklahoma!

THE CHURCH’S FUTURE…

Bright  
and clear!
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Blessings in Skiatook

On Dec. 1, Freya Saner was baptized at Shepherd of the 
Hills by Rev. Jay Hobson. Also pictured are Freya’s parents, 
Phillip and Jessie Saner.

The Shepherd of the Hills congregation recently welcomed 
new members Paul and Mary LaForge. They are pictured 
with Pastor Hobson.

SHOW UP. CONFESS CHRIST. 
BE LUTHERAN.
JOIN US IN D.C. TO MARCH FOR LIFE

MARCH 
FOR LIFE

Jan. 24
lcms.org/march-for-life
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Congrats!

Share your news

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Jerry and Judie Page 
59 years, Jan. 14

Blackwell, St. John’s 
Naomi Kahle 
92 years, Dec. 8

Enid, St. Paul’s 
James and Marilyn Hoeltzel 
56 years, Jan. 26

Norman, Trinity 
Jim and Lois Bollinger 
54 years , Jan. 2
Jim and Grace Randol 
51 years, Jan. 4

Okarche, St. John’s 
Gerald and Lucy Beecher 
51 years, Jan. 4

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Tim and Marilyn Parker 
65 years, Jan. 29

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Don and Vernice Bersche 
50 years, Jan. 17

We rejoice with those in 
the Oklahoma District who 
are celebrating wedding 
anniversaries of 50 years or 
more in January.

We are always in need of more submissions for the Oklaho-
ma District insert of The Lutheran Witness. 

Please submit anything of note in your congregation, in-
cluding announcements, special events or human interest 
stories that you or your organization would like published. 

Please send submissions to jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com.

You may also mail your submissions to Janice Hedrick, P.O. 
Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055 (918-396-9629). Please ensure 
photos sent electronically are high resolution.

The deadline for the March issue is Jan. 15.

Broken Arrow, Trinity

Glenn and Nancy Hildebrand 
59 years, Jan. 20

Ponca City, First

Owasso, Faith

Dale and Beverly Kunze 
54 years, Jan. 8

David and Carolyn Watson 
57 years, Jan. 11

We congratulate 
those who are 
celebrating  
90 years or more.

Bethany, Lutheran 
Church of Our Savior
Dorothy Hearn 
90 years, Jan. 10

Bill and Sue Pahmeier 
60 years, Jan.1

Shawnee, Redeemer

Bethany, Lutheran 
Church of Our Savior 
Joseph Billetter,  
90 years, Jan. 30

Cushing,  
Lutheran Church  
of Our Redeemer 
Dorothy Wolff 
94 years, Jan. 1

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Marcella Schroeder 
90 years, Jan. 13

Norman, Trinity 
Grace Roley 
92 years, Jan. 22

Okarche, St. John’s 
Laverne Brandley 
97 years, Jan. 14

Oklahoma City,  
Messiah 
Quinta Schubkegel 
93 years, Jan. 25

Anna Warnke 
95 years, Jan. 30

Ponca City, First 
Melba Heintz 
91 years, Jan. 31

Belated
Mustang, Christ 
Charlie and Mabel Mailand 
63 years, Dec. 27

Okarche, St. John’s 
Freddie and Alberta (Jeannie) 
Peters 
53 years, Nov. 4
Marlin and Kathryn Kremeier 
53 years, Nov. 5
Larry and Judi Heald 
56 years, Nov. 24
Donovan and Linda Kremeier 
51 years, Dec. 28

Bartlesville,  
Redeemer 
Marge DeFrees 
97 years, Nov. 22

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Margaret Goll 
90 years, Dec. 15

Blackwell, St. John’s 
Naomi Kahle 
92 years, Dec. 8

Broken Arrow,  
Immanuel 
Dolores Piepho 
91 years, Jan. 5

Chickasha, First 
Bill Thompson 
94 years, Dec. 5

Belated
Cushing,  
Lutheran Church of 
Our Redeemer 
Don Roby 
94 years, Dec. 24
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The Oklahoma District hosted education executives from the southeastern 
United States on Oct. 28-30 for meetings. The group discussed issues 
affecting our educational ministries and ways to improve our programs. From 
left (and their district), Al Freeman (Missouri), Glen Gerber (Southern), Bill 
Hinz (Texas), Allen Piepenbrink (Mid-South), Janet Goll (formerly Oklahoma), 
Jim Bradshaw (Kansas), Rebecca Schmidt (LCMS School Ministry director), 
Mark Brink (Florida-Georgia) and David Birnbaum (Oklahoma).
— Submitted by David Birnbaum

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

man! It is empowered, energized and revi-
talized by the Holy Spirit. Man may rely on 
programming and planning to build up the 
Church. But the Holy Spirit empowers the 
Word of God to bless a congregation and 
each individual who is a part of it. 

He gives a gracious promise: 
“ For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven and do not return there but 
water the earth, making it bring forth 
and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater, so shall My Word be 
that goes out from My mouth; it shall 
not return to Me empty, but it shall ac-
complish that which I purpose, and shall 
succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” 
— Is. 55:10-11

Faithfulness to God’s Word brings blessings 
because the Holy Spirit effectively works 
through it. He chooses us to be carriers of 
that Word into individual lives in need of 
hearing it. St. Paul writes:

“ How then will they call on Him in whom 
they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in Him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? And 
how are they to preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are 
the feet of those who preach the good 
news’ ”  
— Rom. 10:14-15

Thus, it is imperative for us to consider the 
vision health of our own congregation in 
this new year. The Holy Spirit desires the 
Body of Christ to have 20/20 vision as we 
enter 2020 AD! 

Trusting that the Spirit gives the increase, 
we can not dim our eyes to the opportuni-
ties for witnessing, serving and proclaiming 
the Good News. The Spirit enables us to 
look around with sanctified vision to see the 
ways in which we can be used to build up 
Christ’s Body! 

May you have 20/20 spiritual vision as you 
move into this new year of 2020! Look up, 
then look around to see the opportunities 
set before you! With your 20/20 vision, you 
will see that the future of Christ’s Church 
and our Lutheran Church is bright and 
clear!  

Working on behalf of children

The Ponca City Circuit 
Reformation Festival 
was held Oct. 26 at 
Historic St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, 
Blackwell. The guest 
presenter and preacher 
was Rev. Dr. Daniel 
Harmelink, executive 
director of Concordia 
Historical Institute. 
In the afternoon, he 
gave a presentation on 
the key figures of the 
Reformation, which was 
followed by a worship 
service and a meal. 

From left, Revs. Ned Moerbe (Trinity Blackwell), 
Carlton Reiner (emeritus), Dr. Daniel Harmelink, John 
Wackler (Zion, Stillwater), Mark Mozeik (St. John’s 
Blackwell and St. John’s, Newkirk) and Rev. W.R. Rains 
(Zion Guthrie).  —  Submitted by Rita Rains 

Circuit
celebrates 
Reformation


