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See MESSAGE, Page 2

Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving 
was always a 

special time for our 
family. It was one 
of the only days 
when my father 
would close our 
Texaco service 
station, allowing 
our whole family 
to celebrate with 
my grandparents on 
their farm west of Stillwater. 

They were somewhat locked 
down at the farm because it 
was pecan-picking time and 
poachers were opportunist. It 
was also a time when folks in 
Orlando would help others in 
need by providing the fixings 
for a good meal. John Chad-
wick would often pack a little 
extra in the grocery bags at his store 
and my father would be liberal with 
candy bars from our station. 

Benevolence seemed customary in 
the days around Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. I am convinced that this 
benevolent spirit resulted from people 
recounting their blessings, thus com-
pelling them to share with others. For 
Christians extending a loving hand in 
sharing blessings with one’s neighbor 
is a response to Christ’s love that has 
touched their life and changed their 

eternity. It is an action response to the 
psalmist’s praise: 

“ Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good; for His steadfast love endures 
forever!” — Ps. 118:1

Giving Thankfully

I am sure that most of us give gener-
ously to charitable work. This gener-

osity is done not to get something back 
or receive recognition, but simply to 
give a “thank offering” for the steadfast-
ness of God’s love liberally bestowed on 
us in Christ Jesus. 

Today, however, it seems the 
more we give, the more our 
mailbox is filled with requests 
from numerous organizations 
and ministries seeking our 
support. I have set boundar-
ies for myself in my giving, 
lest I go broke or allow my 
giving to be done with a 

begrudging attitude instead of a joyful 
spirit. 

Let me share my personal guideline 
with you. First of all, my congrega-
tion receives my tithe, the tenth of my 
income as first-fruits. Second, I give to 
those Lutheran ministries to which I 
am personally committed, like Lu-
theran Hour Ministries and LWML, 
because I remember that their giving 
base is small compared to groups so-
liciting from the general public. Third, 
I give to certain non-Lutheran groups 

like food banks or relief agencies within 
my community and state. And finally, I 
give to those groups who do Christian 
mission and benevolent work through-
out the world. 

To me, it is very important at the begin-
ning of the year to decide how much I 
want to give to any ministry or agency, 
Lutheran or otherwise. Then I give the 
money in a lump sum or over the course 
of several months, ignoring all other 
monthly requests. 

By the way, any group, secular or Chris-
tian, that includes money in their solici-
tation envelopes is automatically wiped 
off my list. I receive pennies, nickels, 
dimes, quarters and even dollar bills in 
solicitation envelopes. I drop the money 
in my LWML mite box! It is startling 
to run the numbers for this advertising 
gimmick: 10 envelopes with each en-
closing a dime equals $1; 10 envelopes 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 
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each enclosing a dollar bill equals $10. This is a 
gimmick designed to increase a donation, but it 
is poor stewardship of funds. I want my gift to be 
spent on ministry and mission, not on advertis-
ing gimmicks and administration! 

Giving Cheerfully

That is what works for me, but you must 
determine what works best for you and your 

charitable priorities. The amounts we donate are 
not as important as the attitude in which we give. 
Our primary focus as Christians is to spread the 
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ and also to reach 
out in love to help our neighbors. 

Whatever giving plan you use, the words of  
St. Paul are reassuring to us:

“ The point is this: whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each 
one must give as he has made up his mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make 
all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work.” — 2 Cor. 9:6-8

May you sow bountifully and cheerfully! 

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

The Tulsa All-Lutheran Messiah 
(TALM) is preparing for its 99th 
consecutive year celebrating the 

birth of Christ through the musi-
cal masterpiece, Handel’s Messiah. 
Presented by area Lutheran churches, 
Messiah is a both a tradition and labor 
of love for its participants and sup-
porters. This year, the TALM is “on the 
move” and will be held Dec. 7 and 8 at 
Grace Lutheran Church, Tulsa, under 
the guidance of Rev. Christopher Hall, 
Grace pastor, and Marjorie Hall, parish 
musician.

Grace is located at 2331 E. 5th Place.

For all but a few of the 99 years, First 
Lutheran Church on Utica has served as 
host church, supporting area Luther-
an congregations with the use of their 
church facilities and volunteers, and 
the talent of many of their musicians 

TALM ‘on the move’

and choristers who joined with others 
from area Lutheran congregations for 
the presentations. These include Kathie 
Schiermeister, long-time member of 
First, who has been the Messiah organ-

ist for more than 30 years. Last year, 
Kathie was joined by Chris Winston, 
director of Worship Arts at Immanu-
el, Broken Arrow, as organist for the 
event. Chris is returning as organist for 
the upcoming performances as Kathie 
retires with best wishes from all associ-
ated with the TALM, past and present. 
The TALM organization is also blessed 
with the return of Rebecca Winston, 
Choir director at Immanuel, who skill-
fully directed the choir and orchestra 
in 2018.   

The presentations are a beautiful way 
to celebrate the Christmas season with 
family and friends, and Oklahoma 
LCMS members and friends are en-
couraged make plans to attend now. 

Please watch for your church’s news-
letter or facebook.com/TulsaHandels 
Messiah for full details coming soon. Or 
for more information, send an email to 
lutheranmessiah@yahoo.com.

Christmas Market Oklahoma will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, on the campus of 
First Lutheran Church and School, 
1101 N. Fourth St., Ponca City.

This will be the eighth year for the 
market and it has grown every year.

Christmas Market Oklahoma 
distinguishes itself in several ways, 
including with music. School chil-
dren sing and dance, church choirs 
perform and there are other special 
instrumental and artistic perfor-
mances on the Big City Stage. 

The Ponca City market is a won-
derland of sights and smells of 
the season. Authentic German 
food will be sold along with local 
favorites. A cookie walk will feature 
homemade Christmas cookies and 
other holiday goodies. 

Unique gift items, hand-crafted art 
pieces, activities for children, a pet-
ting zoo and much more make this 
event of interest to many shoppers 

and families. 

All artists, musicians and crafters 
are invited to join this event, which 
features affordable vendor booths. 
This is a mission to beginning art-
ists as well as professional crafters 
and groups that are raising funds. 
Booth fees and contributions for 
the event go to the scholarship 
fund at First Lutheran School. 

If you or your church or organi-
zation would like to participate in 
Christmas Market Oklahoma 2019, 
please call 580-761-4657. 

— Submitted by Shirley Zimmerman

Make plans to attend
CHRISTMAS MARKET OKLAHOMA
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Congrats!

Dan and Carla McGregor 
57 years, Nov. 20

Ponca City, First

Tulsa, Grace

Send news

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Bob and Diane Seemann 
57 years, Nov. 18
Ed and Marsha Durkin 
51 years, Nov. 30

Bethany,  
Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
Chester and Janice Kyle 
57 years, Nov. 21

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Gene and Jan Queri 
57 years, Nov. 17
Jim and Nancy Voight 
67 years, Nov. 26

Fairmont, Zion  
John and Darla Schminke 
53 years, Nov. 5

Guthrie, Zion 
Raymond and Mary Beck 
57 years, Nov. 23

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Daniel and Doris Lucas 
51 years, Nov. 18

Oklahoma City, Zion 
Phillip and Jeanne Cox 
51 years, Nov. 3

Owasso, Faith 
Richard and Phyllis Durham 
59 years, Nov. 26

Stillwater, Zion 
Bill and Jean Heister 
56 years, Nov. 30

Tulsa, Good Shepherd 
Norman and Marcie Thorson 
66 years, Nov. 21

We rejoice 
with those 
in the 
Oklahoma 
District who are celebrating 
wedding anniversaries of 50 
years or more in November.

Ervin and Patsy Postier 
63 years, Nov. 21

We are always in need of 
more submissions for the 
Oklahoma District insert of 
The Lutheran Witness. 

Please submit anything of 
note in your congregation, 
including announcements, 
special events or human 
interest stories that you or 
your organization would 
like published. 

We welcome pictures and 
stories of congregational 
events, youth events, out-

Bobby and Shirley Fox 
58 years, Nov. 10

Bethany,  
Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Truman and Linda Criss 
59 years, Nov. 26

Broken Arrow, Trinity

Glen and Margaret Seeliger 
66 years, Nov. 14

Perry, Christ

Tulsa, Our Savior

Larry and Launa Rheuark
52 years, Nov. 16

Marvin and Sydney Duensing 
60 years, Nov. 30

Belated
Adair, Bethlehem 
Lambert and Emma Lou Peper 
56 years, Oct. 5
George and Arlene Hugley 
62 years, Oct. 20

Bill and Carol Luchtel 
50 years, Oct. 10

Okmulgee, Trinity

Wayne and Jean Purdy 
64 years, Sept. 24

Blackwell, Trinity

Charles and Waunda Storck 
54 years, Oct. 23

reach events, installations, 
events from your men’s 
or women’s group, ser-
vant events, conferences, 
anniversaries, church 
renovations or additions, 
and more.

Please send submissions 
to jhedrickokdistrict@
gmail.com. You may also 
mail your submissions to 
Janice Hedrick, P.O. Box 70, 
Owasso, OK 74055 (918-
396-9629). Please ensure 
photos sent electronically 
are high resolution.

The deadline for the  
January issue is Nov. 15.
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Seniors take day trip

We congratulate 
those who are 

celebrating  
90 years or more.

Broken  
Arrow, Trinity
Norma  
Dobbins, 
90 years, 
Nov. 1

Ponca City, 
First
Rosemary 
Rutter 
98 years, 
Nov. 1

Tulsa,  
Christ the 
Redeemer
Phyllis  
McKay 
93 years, 
Nov. 9

Tulsa,  
Christ the 
Redeemer
Art Fabrizius, 
90 years 
Nov. 17

Adair, Bethlehem 
George Peper 
91 years. Nov. 25

Alva, Zion 
Goldie Meyer 
94 years, Nov. 21

Bartlesville, 
Redeemer 
Dorothy Burkhart 
97 years, Nov. 22

Marge DeFrees 
96 years, Nov. 22

Ruth Holmes 
95 years, Nov. 24

Broken Arrow, 
Trinity 
Mary Maslanka 
92 years, Nov. 13

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Gerry Heidrich 
91 years, Nov. 3

Marjorie Chandler, 
93 years, Nov. 8

Oklahoma City,  
Messiah 
Betty Renth 
93 years, Nov. 8

Mildred Kiefer 
96 years, Nov. 29

Perry, Christ 
Gerald “Red” 
Rainsbarger 
90 years, Nov. 5

Ponca City, First 
Rosemary Rutter 
98 years, Nov. 1

Margaret Nelsen 
93 years, Nov. 5

Lawrence Rippe 
91 years, Nov. 18

Tulsa, Christ the 
Redeemer 
John Woods 
98 years, Nov.8

Owasso, Faith 
Marcel Polge 
90, Oct. 5 

Tulsa, Christ the  
Redeemer
Ken Heim 
90 years, Oct. 24

Belated

Blackwell, Trinity
Betty Smith
95 years, Oct. 4

First Lutheran Church, Ponca City, celebrated confirmation and 
Baptism on Sunday, Sept. 15. Joining the church through confir-
mation were Gabriel Tamez, Mike and Kelli Olechnowicz, Jeannette 
Srouf, Rita Nalepa and Deborah Smith. Transfers to First were Paul 
Vieth and Emily Tamez. Baptized were Kelli Olechnowicz and Kelli 
and Mike’s children, Cailyn and Calvin; and Logan and Ella Tamez. 

Front row, from left, Kelli and Mike Olechnowicz and their children, 
Calvin and Cailyn; Emily and Gabe Tamez with Logan, Zac and Ella; 
(back row) Deborah Smith; Rita Nalepa and Jeannette Srouf.

— Submitted by Janet Goll

Blessings in Ponca City

On Thursday, Sept. 5, about 25 seniors of Messiah,  
Oklahoma City, motored to Ponca City to tour the  
Marland Mansion as well as First Lutheran Church, where 
18 ladies welcomed the group and fed them a meal. 

Seen above are part of the group at the Pioneer Statue.

— Submitted by Pastor Marvin Henschel


