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See MESSAGE, Page 2

Reformation 
October is Refor-
mation month for 
us Lutherans. As 
Oct. 31 approaches, 
we may be hearing 
much about the 
work and teachings 
of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther. God used him 
to accomplish great 
things in realigning 
the earthly church 
with the teachings of the Bible. He was 
convinced that the Holy Spirit using the 
Word of God could change 
the life and eternity of those 
who read it. 

However, there was a prob-
lem: The Word of God was 
not available to the average 
German of Luther’s day. If 
it was available in written form, it was 
in Latin, consequently closed to them. 
Therefore, Luther began the time-con-
suming work of translating the whole 
Bible into the German language and, 
in the process, refined the German 
language from a mishmash of regional 
dialects. 

He then wrote his Small and Large 
Catechisms to educate both children 
and adults in the principle teachings of 
the Christian faith. His great desire was 

that people would know Jesus as their 
Savior, Redeemer and Lord, and also 
that people would understand the dif-
ference between Law and Gospel. Three 
hundred years later, C.F.W. Walther 
wrote a book about the easy, yet deadly, 
confusion of Law and Gospel — a con-
fusion that exists today.  

The Porch Swing 
I learned the distinction between Law 
and Gospel from our porch swing. 
My boyhood home in Orlando had a 
large front porch facing east, so it was 
a blessing on a warm summer evening 

in those pre-air conditioner 
days. There was a swing on 
the porch that was used dai-
ly. My mother had planted 
two evergreen trees in front 
of the porch, which grew 
somewhat quickly in spite of 

the red clay in which they were rooted. 

At first the porch swing was visible, 
but as the evergreens grew, the view 
of the porch swing was blocked by 

their branches. A pleasant evening 
involved conversation, a breeze  and the 
squeaking sound from the porch swing 
as it glided to and fro. Late afternoon 
shade-seekers would drop by to sit and 
chat. 

That squeaking sound was as soothing 
as a gospel-like experience. However, 
that same squeaking sound could also 
bring discomfort when it served as a 
harbinger of the Law’s conviction. You 
see, there were times when I would get 
back quite late from a night out with 
friends. My hope was to enter the house 
undetected. Silence from the porch was 
golden — safe passage! But if I heard 
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Saints of Oklahoma!

Law and Gospel

Stained glass depicts Martin Luther 
translating the Bible (1521-34).
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LWML

A pre-convention workshop on 
leadership — “Becoming the Leader 
YOU Would Follow! — was recently 
held.

Presenters were Susan Brunkow, 
national LWML VP of Christian Life 
and former LWML Oklahoma District 
president; and members of the district 
Leadership Development Committee.

Jesus said “follow me.”

Something to think about: A great lead-
er might be the one that follows. The 
first person with an idea needs guts to 
get the idea started. They might be the 
flint to get the fire started, but can also 
be looked at as a “lone nut” doing some-
thing new even if no one follows. It 
takes the first follower (spark) to make 

Developing 
leaders

that “lone nut” become a leader. Once 
you get a second follower, you have a 
crowd and this idea becomes news-
worthy. With more followers joining, a 
movement has begun and then there is 
no reason not to join in. 

There are many great leadership re-
sources at lwml.org/developing-lead-
ers … check them out and download 
them for free. We completed a couple 
of the team-building activities during 
the session. Just in the short time that 
we were together, we were able to work 
as a team to be successful, so any group 
could benefit from using these resourc-
es during LWML gatherings. At the 
webpage, there are also resources for 
mentoring, leading in pairs as well as 
transitioning leadership.

We were introduced to the LWML 
Mailbox Member Program. This 
is for congregations that have women 
who want to participate in LWML, but 
for one reason or another are not able 
to come to meeting or activities. This 
program, found at lwml.org/mailbox, 
has materials that can be mailed to 
those shut-in members in your congre-
gation or the young mom that is busy 
raising children. The materials provide 
information, resources, and devotions 
that they can complete at home to keep 
in touch with the LWML mission. Do 
you have a member that would be the 
coordinator for your congregation?

We were encouraged to keep Joy in 
LWML: The order should be Jesus, 
Others and then Yourself. Everyone 
comes to LWML for different reasons. 
It is important to keep Christ at the 
center of activities, fellowship and 
missions. We need to consider how we 
can support church workers — is your 
pastor supported? Discussion on how 
to encourage younger women to attend 
and be active in LWML was a hot topic 
at this session.

Favorite quote: “If you are going to be a 
ghost of an officer past … be a Casper!” 

  —  Submitted by Kasey Meyer,  
VP of Communication

Concordia Seminary,  
St. Louis (CSL)

Alumni reunion – Oct. 24 –25
Graduates, spouses and widows of CSL class 
years ending in “4” or “9” are invited. See csl.
edu/alumni/alumni-reunion or contact Melodie 
Bostic at 314-505-7626 or alumni@csl.edu.

Green & Gold Days – Nov. 15
A free, one-day event for men and women, 
college-age and older, who are thinking about 
becoming pastors or deaconesses.  
Visit csl.edu/green-gold-days.  

To find ouT more about events at CSL, visit csl.
edu/calendar.

Coming up on the seminary campuses
Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW)

Prayerfully Consider Visit –  
Oct. 10–12
Free event for men and women college-age or 
older who are interested in learning more about 
becoming a pastor or deaconess. 

Christ Academy: College –  
Oct. 25–27 
Free event for prospective students still in 
college who are interested in learning more 
about the vocations of pastor or deaconess. 

To find ouT more about visit days or other 
events at CTSFW, visit ctsfw.edu/ctsfw-events.  
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the squeaking of the porch swing, I 
knew my father was sitting in it as a 
sentinel. He would only say, “Kind of 
late, isn’t it?” With that simple question, 
I felt guilty, caught and convicted! The 
squeaking porch swing was the law!

Law and Gospel 
Probably one of the simplest Bible 
passages to demonstrate the difference 
between Law and Gospel is Rom. 6:23:

“ For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

In catechetical studies, we hear how the 
Law shows us our sin while the Gospel 
shows us our Savior; the Law tells us 
what we are to do and what not to do, 
while the Gospel tells us what God has 
done and still does for our salvation; 

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

and, apart from Christ, how our works 
only condemn, but the redeeming work 
of Christ alone saves. 

It sounds so simple. But preachers and 
people continue to confuse Law and 
Gospel. In Dr. Walther’s volume, titled 
Law and Gospel, his Thesis No. 1 states: 

“ The doctrinal contents of the entire 
Holy Scriptures, both of the Old and 
the New Testament, are made up of 
two doctrines differing fundamen-
tally from each other, namely, the 
Law and the Gospel.” 

The challenge of each Lutheran pastor 
in his preaching and teaching is to 
keep these two doctrines distinct. It 
has been said that the Law afflicts the 
comfortable and the Gospel comforts 
the afflicted. When Law and Gospel 
are confused, then you might hear the 
critique I heard from one man about 
his pastor’s sermon, “Well he really 
beat us over the head with the Gospel 
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this morning!” The Gospel doesn’t beat 
anyone over the head; that’s the Law’s 
work. The Law can even manipulate 
people with guilt or fear to do some-
thing, but that is short-lived. Only the 
Gospel directed by the Holy Spirit has 
the power to motivate someone to make 
a life change. 

Paul says it eloquently to the Ephesians 
(2:4-5): 

“ But God, being rich in mercy, be-
cause of the great love with which 
He loved us, even when were dead 
in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ — by grace you 
have been saved.” 

The Gospel doesn’t consist of principles 
for successful living — that’s Law stuff 
based on your actions. The Gospel is all 
about Jesus and His life-changing and 
eternity-changing grace freely bestowed 
to you by the Spirit!

Redeemer, Claremore, dedicated its new Family Life 
Center on June 2. Rebuilt following a devastating fire in 
December 2016, the center has six new classrooms and 

a fantastic kitchen, nursery, office and library and conference 
room. 

LCEF’s Laborers For Christ played a crucial role in the building 
program and returned for the dedication service and celebra-
tion. A video depicting the journey from fire to finished project 
is found at rlccok.org/family_life_ 
center_dedication_video.

“This is an exciting time as we enter our first year of ministry 

Redeemer blessed with new Family Life Center
with our new Family Life Center that the Lord has blessed us 
with,” says Rev. Ryan Honeycutt, Redeemer pastor. “Our hope 
and prayers are that we listen to wherever God is calling us to 
serve and enthusiastically look for new ministry opportunities.” 

Redeemer LWML’s annual German Dinner, which had been 
on hiatus since the fire, was held in the new center on Oct. 11. 
The dinner has served as a fundraiser and fellowship event for 
several decades and is embraced by residents of Claremore and 
surrounding communities, many of whom had been eagerly 
awaiting its return.  

— Submitted by Cyndi Smith
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Congrats!

Ray and Patty Decker| 
51 years, Oct. 4

Perry, Christ

Tulsa, Our Savior

Send news

Adair, Bethlehem 
Lambert and Emma Lou Peper 
56 years, Oct. 5
George and Arlene George Hugley 
62 years, Oct. 20

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Barry and Bonnie Eggert 
52 years, Oct. 28

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Robert and Bonnie Buffington 
51 years, Oct. 29
Richard and Bonnie Tesson 
63 years, Oct. 29

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Bob and Elsie Schatz 
62 years, Oct. 6
Larry and Marquita Whitaker 
60 years, Oct. 23

Enid, St. Paul 
Paul and Sally Dunbar 
51 years, Oct. 5

Guthrie, Zion 
Jim and Kay Freuenberger 
55 years, Oct. 3 

Norman, Trinity 
Peter and Kay Brueckner 
60 years, Oct. 3

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Danny and Candy Oden 
50 years, Oct. 2
Bill and Donna Rieck 
61 years, Oct. 11
Darryl and Jonie Luber 
63 years, Oct. 28

Oklahoma City, Zion 
Jim and Karen Morrison 
50 years, Oct. 4

Owasso, Faith 
Marcel and Juanita Polge 
67 years, Oct. 13

Stillwater, Zion 
Alan and Muhrizah Brunken 
51 years, Oct. 12
Stan and Virginia Benson 
59 years, Oct. 15

We rejoice 
with those 
in the 
Oklahoma 
District who 
are celebrating wedding 
anniversaries of 50 years 
or more in October.

We congratulate those 
who are celebrating  
90 years or more.

CELEBRATIONS

Belated
Covington, St. John 
Earl and Janice Gopfert 
62 years, Sept. 15

Guthrie, Zion 
Jerry and Kay Murray 
62 years, Sept. 7

Owasso, Faith 
Elmer and Doris Schmall 
60 years, Sept. 11
Dick and Carolyn Casper 
51 years, June 29
Eugene and Loretta Reeves 
59 years, June 11

Woodward, Trinity 
Alex and Evelyn Fritzler 
66 years, Sept. 20

Linda and Ed Edwards 
50 years, Oct. 14

Chickasha, First

Don and Millie Rabine 
50 years, Aug. 10

Alva, Zion 
Alice Lohmann 
90 years, Oct. 10

Broken Arrow, 
Trinity 
Alice Obermann 
94 years, Oct. 21

Claremore,  
Redeemer 
Ruth Ritter 
93 years, Oct. 7

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Melvin Schroeder 
96 years, Oct. 7

Esther Mittelstet 
92 years, Oct. 21

Fairmont, Zion 
Arnold Schweer 
101 years, Oct. 27

Norman, Trinity 
Valerie Kramer 
94 years, Oct. 2

Carol Bastian 
92 years, Oct. 21

Oklahoma City, 
Messiah 
Marvin Kramer 
90 years, Oct. 12

Owasso, Faith 
Marcel Polge 
90 years, Oct. 5 

Perry, Christ 
Geneva Briegge 
96 years, Oct. 1

Tulsa,  
Good Shepherd 
Hildegard Bartlau 
93 years, Oct. 6

Guymon, 
Trinity
Pauline 
Fischer 
90 years, 
Oct. 5

Tulsa, 
Grace
Ervin Postier 
93 years, 
Oct. 8

Chickasha, 
First
Evelyn Lyles 
91 years, 
Aug. 26

Watonga, 
Mount 
Calvary
Henry Oppel 
92 years, 
Sept. 25

We are always in need 
of more submissions for 
the Oklahoma District insert of The Lutheran Witness. 

Please submit anything of note in your congregation, in-
cluding announcements, special events or human interest 
stories that you or your organization would like published. 

We welcome pictures and stories of congregational events, 
youth events, outreach events, installations, events from 
your men’s or women’s group, servant events, conferences, 
anniversaries, church renovations or additions, and more.

Please send submissions to jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.
com. You may also mail your submissions to Janice Hedrick, 
P.O. Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055 (918-396-9629).

Please ensure photos sent electronically are high resolution.

Deadlines:
› December issue – Oct. 15 › January 2020 issue – Nov. 15


