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The Unburied
Several years ago, 
my cousin and I 
were tasked with 
going through 
our grandparents’ 
home on the out-
skirts of Stillwater. 

In the process I 
came upon a cedar 
box. It was filled 
with mementos 
meaningful only to Granny Mae. But 
in it I found two small jars containing 
seeds. One was filled with beans and 
the other was marked “old fashioned 
Hollyhocks.” 

I have no idea how long those seeds 
have been in those jars and those jars in 
that cedar box. But I do know that they 
have not served the purpose for which 
God designed them, namely to repro-
duce and bear fruit. Those beans need 
to be buried in the soil in order to pro-
duce fruit-bearing plants. 
Those hollyhock seeds 
need to be buried in the 
soil in order to produce 
blooms which will bear 
more seeds. 

I guess I could call them 
the “unburied.” Some 
things we bury to dispose 
of them. But there are 
those special items that 
need to be buried in order 
to live more powerfully 

of His death. Yet He knew that even 
though His death was like planting a 
single seed, it would produce much 
fruit filled with many more seeds for 
future planting. Through the power of 
His death, resurrection and ascension, 
the Church has grown and flourished. 
Our risen Christ is proclaimed by those 
who have died to self, were buried in 
baptism and arisen as His new cre-
ations for witnessing. 

Burial Power
It may seem strange to consider being 
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and fulfill its God-given purpose. Those 
beans and hollyhock seeds are such 
items. 

In like manner, Scripture says that we 
must also be buried … spiritually buried 
with Christ in order to produce the fruit 
that He desires of us. 

Afterglow
We are living in the afterglow of Easter 
Sunday. Our “alleluias” have been 
revived. The purple shroud draping 
the cross has either been removed or 
replaced with a white one. And our 
worship services have taken on a more 
festive mood. 

The Easter season consists of seven 
Sundays and since Easter Sunday was 
April 21, all of May is marked as Eas-
ter-season Sundays. On those Sundays 
will be a focus on the risen Christ and 
His resurrection power inflaming disci-
ples with excitement to be His witness-
es. It opens our understanding of the 

promise of Jesus when He 
said to His disciples:

“ The hour has come 
for the Son of Man 
to be glorified. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, un-
less a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit.”  
— John 12:23-24

Jesus knew the necessity 

BLESSINGS 
Saints of Oklahoma!

Bearing spiritual fruit
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buried, especially when we are still alive. 
But the Holy Spirit who has called us 
by the Gospel also works to spiritually 
bury us so that we can arise bearing 
much fruit. St. Paul described this burial 
process quite beautifully when he wrote 
to the Christians in Rome: 

“ Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His 
death? We were buried therefore 
with Him by baptism into death, 
in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.”  
— Rom. 6:3-5

Through baptismal waters the Holy 
Spirit has buried us with all the old 
sinful junk that clings to us. That same 
precious water causes the seed of faith 
to germinate within us and break 
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through everything attempting to hold 
us down. Through this baptismal wash-
ing He connects us to the resurrection 
power of the risen Christ  — for us it is 
“Miracle Grow!” 

He works to raise us up to bear abun-
dant fruit so that we can joyfully walk 
in newness of life. 

I must confess, I still have those small 
glass jars containing Granny’s precious 
seeds. I have as yet to bury them. But 
this year I intend to bury them and give 
them a chance to sprout, grow and bear 
the fruit for which they were intended. 

After all, that is God’s desire for them 
and His desire for each one of us. 

I have no idea what color those holly-
hocks might be, nor do I have any idea 
what kind of beans may sprout, but they 
need to be planted … to be buried … in 
order to produce any fruit. 

God has given each one of us a fruitful 
purpose and He has given each one of 
our congregations a fruitful purpose as 
well. The Holy Spirit is the burier of the 
seed through Baptism, the germinator 
of the seed through His Word and the 
producer of the fruit through Jesus’ 
resurrection power. 

During this Easter season, may we 
joyfully allow the Holy Spirit to bury us 
anew and then accomplish His purpos-
es through us! Remember, as Easter 
people, we are God’s workmanship 
created in Christ Jesus to bear spiritual 
fruit to the glory of our risen and reign-
ing King Jesus! 

Janet Goll, who served as a teacher at First Lutheran School, Ponca City, was 
presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award during the school’s recent Reunion 
Weekend celebration. 

She is pictured with teachers, pastors and school board members that have served 
First Lutheran School during its 66-year history. Goll also did her student teaching at 
First and has served the congregation for the past 47 years. 

Well done, good 
and faithful 
servant!
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Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Send news

Deadlines:
› August issue – June 14
› September issue – July 15

We con-
gratulate 
those in 
Okla-
homa 
District congregations 
who are celebrating 50 
years or more in May.

Adair, Bethlehem 
Wayne and Joyce Schulze 
54 years, May 22

Jackie and Ray Mathison 
56 years, May 25

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
John  and Marsha Traugott 
50 years, May 18

Enid, St Paul’s 
Roy and Shirley Sanders 
52 years, May 13

LaVern and Opal Gragert 
71 years, May 23

Norman, Trinity 
Cameron and Jennifer Weber 
50 years, May 16

Glenn and Wanda Roepke 
50 years, May 17

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Jim and Donna Brown 
64 years, May 7

Donald and Kathryn Ferguson 
55 years, May 22

ANNIVERSARIES

Bartlesville,  
Redeemer 
Darlene Houk 
90 years, May 3

Marta Schafer 
97 years, May 18

Ruth Lucht 
90 years, May 23

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
George Briesch,  
90 years, May 29

Verda Wedel 
92 years, May 8

Guthrie, Zion 
Harold Flasch 
95 years, May 22

Oklahoma City, 
Immanuel 
Gloria Simpson 
94 years, May 8.

Robert Kennon 
98 years, May 21

Oklahoma City, 
Messiah 
Jim Waite 
92 years, May 12

Ponca City, First 
Howard Nelsen 
93 years, May 14

Nada Fetrow 
90 years, May 18

BIRTHDAYS

Ponca City, First

Joe and Glenda Hager 
55 years, May 16

Russ and Carole Hansen 
52 years, May 26

Perry, Christ

Jerry and Carol Karcher 
51 years, May 25

Celebrating 90 years or more!

Shawnee, 
Redeemer 
Kathy 
Neiden
91 years, 
May 27

Shawnee, 
Redeemer 
Mary Jane 
Bradford
93 years, 
May 31

Tulsa,  
Our Savior 
Helen 
Spielmann
95 years, 
May 17

We are always in need of more submissions 
for The Lutheran Witness district insert. 
Why should you send them in? It helps 
remind us of what God is doing around the 
Oklahoma District. It is also a way to share 
ideas for nurturing those God has already 
gathered into His church and for reaching 
those still outside of the flock with the 
Good News about Jesus. It finally reminds 
each of us that Christ’s Church is much 
larger than just our particular congrega-
tion.

We welcome pictures and stories of con-
gregational events, youth events, outreach 
events, installations, events from your 
men’s or women’s group, servant events, 
conferences, anniversaries, church renova-
tions or additions, and much more. If you 
would like an upcoming event publicized, 
please make sure we have the information 
at least two months in advance.

If you have any announcements, special 
events or human interest stories that you 
or your organization would like published, 
please send submissions to  
jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com. 

You may also mail your submissions to  
Janice Hedrick, P.O. Box 70, Owasso, OK 
74055 (918-396-9629).

Please ensure photos sent electronically 
are high resolution.
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REGISTRATION OPEN 
for 2019 Rural & Small 
Town Mission Conference
Registration is now open for the 2019 
LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission 
(RSTM) Conference, to be held Nov. 
14–16 at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel 
Bloomington–Minneapolis South in 
Minneapolis.

The theme of the 2019 conference is 
“Running with Endurance: Eyes Fixed 
on Jesus,” based on Heb. 12:1–2. 

Plenary speakers for the conference 
are the Rev. Todd Kollbaum, director 
of RSTM, and the Rev. Dr. Harold L. 
Senkbeil, executive director for DOX-
OLOGY: The Lutheran Center for 
Spiritual Care and Counsel. 

The Rev. Robert Zagore, executive 
director of the LCMS Office of National 
Mission, will lead Bible study on the 
conference theme.

The RSTM conference is open to 
anyone who has an interest in rural or 
small-town ministry, with topics and 
resources specifically suited to the rural 
and small-town mission field. Koll-
baum says, “We consistently hear from 
our attendees that the RSTM national 
conference is owne of the events that 
they attend. 

“For anyone serving in any capacity in 
a rural or small-town congregation, 
this conference is a must. You will be 
equipped and encouraged to continue 
serving in this most vital way.” 

Attendees at the 2019 conference will 
be able to choose from a variety of 
breakout topics, including addiction, 
mental health, bi-vocational pastors, 
stewardship, community engagement, 
sex and marriage, education, disaster 
response and more.

Continuing education credits are avail-
able through Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.

The special track on youth ministry 
returns this year under the theme, 

“Speaking the Truth in Love.” The track 
has a limited number of seats and re-
quires attendance at all six sessions.

Registration for the conference is $225 
per person and includes all plenary and 
breakout sessions, materials, dinner 
on Thursday, and lunch and dinner on 
Friday. Special rates are available for 
children, students, couples, families, 
groups and those needing meals only.

Hotel reservations must be made sepa-
rately by Sept. 28. Call 800-HILTONS 
or 952-835-7800 and specify that you 
are attending the 2019 LCMS Rural & 
Small Town Mission Conference. The 
conference’s negotiated rate is $100 for 
a single or double, plus applicable taxes. 
The rate includes one breakfast buffet 
per day per occupant, complimentary 
self-parking and complimentary airport 
and Mall of America transportation on 
request.

Registration for the conference closes 
Sept. 1. Late registrations will be as-
sessed a fee of $10 per person. For more 
information, visit lcms.org/rstm or 
contact RSTM Coordinator Amy Gerdts 
at 888-463-5127 or rstm@lcms.org.

RUNNING WITH ENDURANCE:

EYES FIXED 
ON JESUS

Hebrews 12:1b–2a

The RSTM conference is open 
to anyone who has an interest 
in rural or small-town ministry, 

with topics and resources 
specifically suited to the rural 
and small-town mission field. 
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