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See MESSAGE, Page 2

The Cafe
In my time 
growing up in 
Orlando, I only 
remember one 
café. It was part 
of Arno Pfeiffer’s 
service station on 
the north edge of 
town. His wife, 
Eva, did the cook-
ing and the serving 
and the socializing. The food was pretty 
good, too. 

However, one day another café opened 
for business, located toward the center 
of town. It was the endeavor of a lady 
named Ruth. She was a short, stout-
built, rotund woman who was very 
accustomed to communicating with 
the roughnecks. She had both a sharp 
tongue and a sharp wit. She located her 
café in a defunct two-story 
service station. It had a 
portico which once covered 
gas pumps, and a second 
floor to serve as her living 
quarters. It was just north 
of the lumberyard facing the 
highway and across from the beer joint. 

Ruth was a basic cook, specializing in 
sandwiches. One day while my mother 
was shopping at Chadwick’s Grocery, 

an, ‘You will not surely die. For 
God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.’ ”  — Gen. 3:4-5

He offered these smooth words to bait 
them, and they bit! The devil was giving 
the first taste of the prosperity gospel 
— do this and your life will be totally 
happy! Many preachers and counselors 
promote that God wants us to be happy. 
That is a half-truth. God does want us 
to be happy as His precious child living 
in and under His grace in Christ Jesus, 
but He does not want us to be happy by 
doing whatever pleases us. 

It is a profound mystery to me as to 
why Eve felt the need for something 
more, when she already had everything! 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

she chatted with Ruth. She noticed in 
Ruth’s cart numerous cans of Alpo dog 
food, a large jar of Miracle Whip and 
several loaves of bread. My mother re-
sponded: “Ruth, I didn’t know you had 
a dog.” The answer was short: “I don’t.” 
Then she added: “Those drunks coming 
out of the beer joint at night don’t know 
what they’re eating.” Later, my mother 
gave an order to the family: “No one 
ever … EVER … eat at Ruth’s!”

Ruth’s café closed after a short tenure 
in town.

Discernment 
This story (and it is true!) has a spiritu-
al twist for us. We have to be cautious 
as to the spiritual food served to us 
by the media and other individuals. 
Many preachers and counselors tell a 
half-truth, then turn it into a complete 
falsehood. 

There is much being pro-
claimed as “Gospel” and, 
sadly, many are being swal-
lowed up by these “smooth 
words.” When Satan came 
disguised as a serpent to Eve, 
he made the forbidden fruit 

sound like the magic food to make her 
free. Both Eve and Adam knew better. 
After all, they knew God firsthand. 

“But the serpent said to the wom-
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The quilters of Imman-
uel, Oklahoma City — 
ranging from ages 15 
to 93 — meet twice a 
month. People of any 
age can be a Lutheran 
World Relief quilter. 
Also, one brave man 
is one of our quilters. 
What a joy to work 
together for such a 
needed project to keep 
people warm wherever 
they may live. 

— Submitted by  
Lillian Larwig

Quilting for Lutheran World Relief

When smooth words come causing us to 
doubt what we know God’s Word firmly 
says, we must discern what we hear in 
the light of God’s Word. The Apostle 
Paul warns:

“The natural person does not ac-
cept the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are folly to him, and he is 
not able to understand them be-
cause they are spiritually discerned. 
The spiritual person judges all 
things, but is himself to be judged 
by no one… we have the mind of 
Christ” — 1 Cor. 2:14-15

Yes, we have the mind of Christ, which 
is a mind controlled and guided by the 
Holy Spirit. When we are confronted 
with questionable information that 
sounds “Christian,” let us test it accord-
ing to God’s Word and pray for the Holy 
Spirit’s insight.  

A Month In 
We are already a month into 2019. 
By now many people have forgotten 
all those resolutions made on Jan. 1. 
But there is one that we should keep, 
practice, reinstate or even make: Study 
God’s Word on a daily basis. As we 
equip ourselves with God’s Word, then 
we put on the armor of God to fight 

against any smooth words that may 
come to us. 

All Eve had to say to squelch the devil 
was “Thus says the Lord!” Jesus gave us 
that example in the wilderness:

“Be gone, Satan! For it is written…” 
— Matt. 4:10

As we grow in the grace and the 
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knowledge of Jesus, we will also develop 
spiritual discernment. That is how the 
Holy Spirit works in us. Much that 
the world offers is coated with its own 
style of Miracle Whip for happiness, 
but a discerning spirit — grounded in 
God’s Word — will enable you to tell the 
difference between real meat and dog 
food!

 When we are confronted with questionable information that sounds 
‘Christian,’ let us test it according to God’s Word and pray for the Holy 
Spirit’s insight.”
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Send news

Deadlines:
› April issue — Feb. 15
› May issue – March 15
› June-July Issue — April 15 

Send to: jhedrickokdistrict@
gmail.com or Janice Hedrick, 
PO Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055 
(918-396-9629)

Congregations, please email 
anniversary and birthday information 
and photos no later than the 15th of 
each month, two months prior to the 
publication month.

We congratulate those  
in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are 
celebrating 50 years and 
more in January.

Bartlesville, Redeemer  
Wilmer and Lorene Wagner 
62 years, Feb. 9

Claremore,  Redeemer 
Mike and Virginia Lake 
50 years, Feb. 22

Covington, St. John’s 
Louis and Pat  Schweer 
65 years, Feb. 8

Enid, St Paul 
Gene and Christine Hollrah 
58 years, Feb. 5

Norman, Trinity 
Paul and Donna Bushore 
53 years, Feb. 19

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
David and Alice Giles 
63 years, Feb. 5

Bill and Nancy Varner 
59 years, Feb. 13

Glen and Ann Hallum 
60 years, Feb. 18

Ron and Kristi Barsotti 
55 years, Feb. 22

Owasso, Faith 
Chuck and Ruth Hutchison 
55 years, Feb. 1

Tulsa, Our Savior 
Donald and Mina Nolan 
61 years, Feb. 1

Tulsa, Our Savior

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Verna and Lorin Saathoff 
53 years, Feb. 19

Robert and Lanece Young 
55 years, Feb. 29

Bob and Elaine Fleenor 
51 years, Feb. 25

Perry, Christ

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Belated
Miami, Mount Olive
Ruby Nicholson • 90 years, Jan. 15
Paul Mitzel • 93 years, Jan. 25

Bartlesville,  
Redeemer  
Helen Gorrell 
91 years, Feb. 11

Claremore, Redeemer 
Marjorie Trautman 
95 years, Feb. 3

Covington, St. John’s 
Dorothy Murphy 
94 years, Feb. 4

Enid, St. Paul’s 
LaVern Gragert  
91 years, Feb. 10

Oklahoma City,  
Messiah 
Phil Benjamin 
95 years, Feb. 6

Wilbur Lee Brakhage 
91 years, Feb. 9

Ponca City, First 
Merle Paynter 
93 years, Feb. 10

Tulsa, Christ the  
Redeemer 
Ramona Smith 
90 years, Feb. 19

Ponca City, First 
Betty Schwanke 
92 years, Feb. 15

Tulsa, 
Our 
Savior 
Larry 
Wigger
94 years, 
Feb. 25

Young women met with women young at heart for the 
LWML Young Woman Representatives third annual Cookies 
for Courage on Nov. 17 at St. John’s, Moore. Each partici-
pant brought freshly baked cookies for decorating. 

Besides decorating, they enjoyed a time of fellowship and 
a pizza lunch as they frosted the cookies, adding sprinkles, 
candies and other tasty ornaments. When all cookies were 
decorated, they divided the cookies onto paper plates and 
adjourned, each woman taking plates of cookies to area fire 
departments as they journeyed home.

What a wonderful LWML Oklahoma District tradition.

COOKIES FOR COURAGE

A holiday hit



LWML

4  /  OKLAHOMA

Early registration opened Feb. 1 
for the 38th Biennial Conven-
tion of the Lutheran Wom-

en’s Missionary League (LWML), 
the LCMS women’s auxiliary also 
known as Lutheran Women in 
Mission.
The convention is set for June 20–23 at 
the Mobile, Ala., convention center. Its 
theme, “In Praise to the Lord!,” is based on 
1 Chron. 16:23–24a: “Sing to the Lord, all 
the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to 
day. Declare his glory among the nations.”

Keynote speaker for the 
convention will be the 
Rev. Dr. Brent Smith, 
mission development 
counselor at Mission 
Central, which supports 
LCMS missionaries and 
mission projects world-
wide from its home base 
in Mapleton, Iowa. Smith 
previously served the Synod as regional 
director for mission work in Eurasia, evan-
gelistic missionary in Russia and business 
manager in Central Asia.

Proclaimers for the convention’s two wor-

ship services will be:

▶  Rev. Dr. 
Ulmer 
Marshall 
Jr., pastor 
of Trinity 
Lutheran 
Church in 
Mobile, 
who has 
served 
the Synod for more than 
45 years, including as a 
member of the boards of 
directors of the LCMS and 
LCMS Southern District.

 ▶  Rev. Dr. 
Gregory 
S. Walton, 
president 
of the 
LCMS 
Flori-
da-Geor-
gia 
District 
from 2009 to 2018, who 
also served many years 
on the district’s board of 
directors.

Daily Bible studies will be 
led by Donna Pyle, author of 
more than 30 Bible studies 
and several books, including 
“Without This Ring: Surviv-
ing Divorce.”

Song leader will be the Rev. 
Dr. Dien Ashley Taylor, 
pastor of Redeemer Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church 
in The Bronx, N.Y., and 
first vice-president of the 
LCMS Atlantic District. And 
performing comical skits 
throughout the convention 
will be humorist Jan Struck.

Among business items, 
convention delegates will 
adopt a new mission goal 
for the 2019–21 biennium, 
and choose mission-project 
grants to support with those 
funds.

They also will elect a new 
president to serve a four-year 
term, as well as other nation-
al leaders.

The convention also will 
feature six “Mites in Action” 
speakers who will tell how 
LWML mission offerings 
have helped their ministries, 
and performances by the 
Voices of Mobile singers and 
entertainer Joe Castillo.

Other activities include a 
golf outing, a pledge walk, 
servant events, a blood drive, 
“Special Interest Luncheons,” 
a collection of “Gifts from the 
Heart” and tours.

“Camp Insta Friends” — 
offering care for children 
ages 6 months to 4 years and 
special programs for older 
children — also will be avail-
able during the convention. 

“The LWML family is look-
ing forward to celebrating 
the partnership in the Gospel 
that we have with missions 
and missionaries in other 
nations and at home as we 
become more of a multicul-
tural church,” said LWML 
President Patti Ross. “If 
you love missions, you will 
love being in Mobile when 
we gather ‘In praise to the 
Lord!’ ”

Early registration is $175 
from Feb. 1 through March 
13; regular registration is 
$195 from March 14 through 
May 9. As of May 10, regis-
tration is $220 through June 
10.

Registration materials and 
more information are avail-
able in the Winter issue of 
Lutheran Woman’s Quar-
terly.

38TH BIENNIAL LWML CONVENTION

Celebrating in Mobile 
‘the partnership 
 in the Gospel’

Early  
registration  
is now 
open

IN PHOTO: 
Participants 
pose with the 
Martin Luther 
Playmobil 
cutout in 
the exhibit 
hall during 
the LWML’s 
36th Biennial 
Convention in 
2015 in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

Smith

Marshall

Walton

To register online, visit 
lwml.org/convention.


