
DISTRICT NEWS

OKLAHOMA JANUARY 2019  /  1

  /
  J

A
N

U
A

R
Y 

2
0

1
9

OKLAHOMA

See MESSAGE, Page 4

The Picture 
Show 
It may be hard 
to believe, but 
my hometown of 
Orlando never had 
a theater of any 
kind. However, 
at times when I 
was quite young, 
someone would 
announce that 
there would be a “picture show” on the 
side of a building on Main Street. The 
whole town turned out. 

It had no sound, if I remember correct-
ly. But we all enjoyed it, especially since 
few of us ever went to Perry, Guthrie or 
Stillwater to watch any picture shows. 
After the picture show, we would go 
home and have a snack out of the “ice 
box,” or we might pop some popcorn on 
the “cook stove.” 

At our Texaco service station was a 
white shed with thick, insulated walls to 
keep the ice blocks for those many ice 
boxes. And we sold white gas, kerosene 
and coal for those many “cook stoves” 
and “heating stoves.” Strangely enough, 
I still use these terms. My son is so fa-
miliar with them that he boasts of being 
bilingual — English and Orlandoish. 
How times have changed. 

phant in heaven. My life experienced 
some big changes. Also 10 years ago 
in April, you elected me president of 
the Oklahoma District. My life once 
again experienced more big changes! 
God does not promise us status quo 
for our life. How boring that would be! 
However, He has promised to be with 

us through all the changes 
that impact our life. 

He promises to give us 
strength of spirit and the 
counsel of the Holy Spirit 
to move us productively 
through any life changes. 

We have God’s Word that assures us 
that no matter what changes in our life, 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

A New Year 
Changes are a part of life. Every new 
year brings major changes to our life. 
These changes may not be 
limited to technology, but 
may impact our health, our 
relationships or our overall 
life. Some changes are un-
controllable. Some changes 
can be a bit more controlled. 
Changes can take place gradually or 
they may occur suddenly. 

It has been 10 years this month since 
my wife Pat entered the Church Trium-

NEW YEAR 
BLESSINGS 

Saints of Oklahoma!

Changes in life?

God is still with us!

Even though everything in this 
world may change, even if the floor gives 
out under our feet, even though the stock 
markets may spiral downward, Jesus Christ 
with His love and grace never changes!”
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‘Joy:fully Lutheran’ theme engages churches, schools
As the LCMS prepares for the 
2019 convention, LCMS churches 
and schools are encouraged to 
join the celebration by reflect-
ing on St. Paul’s instruction in 1 
Thess. 5:16–24 to “rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus.”

To that end, the LCMS has cre-
ated free materials for congre-
gations and schools to keep the 
conversation going about what it 
means to be “Joy:fully Lutheran.”

A simple, user-friendly website, 
joyfullylutheran.org, serves as a 
hub for many of these resources, 
including:

Bulletin inserts/blurbs
These are available to be repro-
duced and placed in worship 
bulletins, school backpacks or 
mailboxes/cubbies.

The insert is designed to fit on 
half a page, while the blurbs are 
short enough to be copied and 
pasted into the announcement 
section of a church’s bulletin.

There are currently 13 bulletin 

grounds to use on a phone 
or other device.

Social media shareables
Numerous shareables are 
available for individuals, 
congregations and schools 
to post on Facebook, Ins-
tagram or Twitter. There is 
also a special shareable just 
for LWML members.

Ideas for schools
Lutheran schools can 
celebrate being “Joy:fully 
Lutheran” by:
▶  Planning a “Joy:fully Lu-

theran” school week that 
focuses on the unique 

blurbs, enough to include one 
each week through the end of the 
calendar year.

Church newsletter
An article is provided for church 
and school newsletters, and 
pastors are encouraged to use it 
to launch the theme of “Joy:fully 
Lutheran” in their congregation.

The article is available both as a 
customizable Word document 
and as an easily printable PDF.

Bible study
A Bible study on 1 Thess. 5:16–
24, with guides for both leaders 
and participants, may be used in 
a single session or over several 
weeks to consider what it means 
to be “Joy:fully Lutheran.”

Flyers and posters
Multiple flyers and posters have 
been designed that not only 
introduce the theme of “Joy:fully 
Lutheran” but also teach about 
the centrality of Christ in the lives 
of Lutherans.

Phone wallpaper
Individuals may download one of 
several “Joy:fully Lutheran” back-

aspects of Lutheran 
education.

▶  Offering “Joy:fully Lu-
theran” T-shirts as part of 
a school fundraiser.

▶  Using the “Joy:fully Lu-
theran” blog stories to talk 
with students about how 
Lutherans are joyfully en-
gaging in works of mercy 
throughout the world.

Links to the “Joy:fully Lu-
theran” blog (joyfully 
lutheran.org/blog) may also 
be shared on social media 
and in newsletters or other 
communication.

Christ Lutheran Church, Elk City, welcomed Rev. 
Trinidad Castaneda, left, who was blessed by the 
pastors of the Kingfisher Circuit during a service in 
September. Bestowing of blessings upon Rev. Cas-
taneda for the launch of his preaching ministry in 
Elk City was given by Rev. Donald Hefta, right, along 
with Rev. Timothy McCarty, Deacon John Rumsey, 
Rev. Joel Heckmann, Rev. Jeff Klade and Orval Pe-
ters, lay minister.

Blessings to Rev. Castaneda
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Send news

Deadlines:
› March issue — Jan. 15
› April issue–Feb. 15
› May Issue — March 15 

Send to: jhedrickokdistrict@
gmail.com or Janice Hedrick, 
PO Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055 
(918-396-9629)

Congregations, please email 
anniversary and birthday informa-
tion and photos no later than the 
15th of each month, two months 
prior to the publication month.

We congratulate those  
in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are 
celebrating 50 years and 
more in January.
Adair, Bethlehem  
Louie and Betty Thiems 
59 years, Jan. 25

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Jerry and Judie Page 
58 years, Jan. 14

Breckinridge, Immanuel 
Mike and Joan Nicholas 
55 years, Jan. 24

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Robert and Rose Renner 
54 years, Jan. 2

Enid, St. Paul’s 
James and Marilyn Hoeltzel 
55 years, Jan. 26

Norman, Trinity 
Jim and Lois Bollinger 
53 years , Jan. 2

Jim and Grace Randol 
50 years, Jan. 4   

Okarche, St. John’s 
Gerald and Lucy Beecher 
50 years, Jan. 4

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Tim and Marilyn Parker 
64 years, Jan. 29

Stillwater, Zion 
Frank and Dot Kulling 
57 years, Jan. 4

Broken Arrow, Trinity

Ponca City, First

Owasso, Faith

Perry, Christ 
Verl “Gene” Hentges 
90 years, Jan. 7

Bill and Sue Pahmeier 
59 years, Jan.1

Glenn and Nancy Hildebrand 
58 years, Jan. 20

Dale and Beverly Kunze 
53 years, Jan. 8

David and Carolyn Watson 
56 years, Jan. 11

Shawnee Redeemer

Blackwell,  
St. John’s
Naomi Kahle 
91 years, Dec. 8

Fairland, St. Paul 
Adolph Loehr 
94 years, Jan. 4

Harley Phariss 
92 years, Jan. 8

Kingfisher,  
Emmanuel 
Fred Oppel Jr. 
90 years, Jan. 29

Norman, Trinity 
Grace Roley 
91 years, Jan. 22

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Oklahoma City,  
Immanuel 
Virginia Smith 
95 years, Jan. 18

Oklahoma City,  
Messiah 
Quinta Schubkegel 
92 years, Jan. 25

Anna Warnke 
94 years, Jan. 30

Ponca City, First 
Melba Heintz 
90 years, Jan. 31

Celebrating God’s work in our schools 
Jan. 27-Feb. 2

National Lutheran Schools Week pro-
vides nearly 2,000 preschools, elemen-
tary schools and high schools with the 
public opportunity to proclaim and cele-
brate God’s work among us in schools of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

We thank God for the opportunity to 
provide excellent academic prepara-
tion for the children we serve. We are 
most grateful for the opportunity to 
share Jesus’ amazing love with children 
and their families. National Lutheran 
Schools Week gives us an opportunity 
to proclaim these great blessings within 
the communities we serve. 

For 
more 
information 
and  
resources, 
visit  
lcms.org/
lutheran 
schoolsweek.

Belated
Adair, Bethlehem 
George Peper 
90 years, Nov. 25
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He is with us and filling us with His 
strengthening grace. He gives a won-
derful promise to us: 

“Keep your life free from love of 
money, and be content with what 
you have, for He has said, ‘I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.’ So 
we can confidently say, ‘The Lord 
is my helper; I will not fear; what 
can man do to me…’ Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and 
forever.” — Heb. 13:5-6, 8

What a promise! What a truth! Even 
though everything in this world may 
change, even if the floor gives out under 
our feet, even though the stock markets 
may spiral downward, Jesus Christ with 
His love and grace never changes! 

Happy New Year! 
How can we be assured of a Happy 
New Year? This assurance comes not 
by clinging to and depending on the 
“changeables” of life. Instead, cling to 
and depend on the One who is un-
changeable, our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Trusting in Him and earnestly striving 
to serve Him brings blessings through 
the Holy Spirit. 

The apostle Paul speaks to us a New 
Year’s blessing and challenge:

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, bearing with one another 
… forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must 

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

forgive. And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. And 
let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in one body. And be thank-
ful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly.” — Col. 3:12-16

Enter this New Year as God’s chosen 
one, holy and beloved … because you 
are!

On Oct. 21, Re-
deemer, Claremore, 
rejoiced to welcome 
22 new members, 
seven by adult 
confirmation and the 
remainder by trans-
fer or reaffirmation 
of faith. The group 
includes Redeemer’s 
new pastor, Rev. 
Ryan Honeycutt (in 
back) and his wife, 
Caroline, and their, 
children Caleb and 
Adelyn (in front at 
right).

Family 
grows in 
Claremore
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