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See MESSAGE, Page 4

Thanksgiving 
At sometime 
during my child-
hood, my father 
determined to 
keep our Texaco 
service station 
open seven days a 
week. He longed to 
catch that bus-
tling gas trade in 
Orlando when all 
other stations were 
closed. 

It was a bad decision for the family. 
We could no longer worship together 
as a family, nor could the whole family 
load into our green 1949 Pontiac for 
a Sunday outing. However, Easter, 
Christmas and Thanksgiving Day were 

begin honking the horn as we drove 
into their yard, knowing that they 
would be far back in the pecan grove. 
As we looked to the west toward the 
creek, we would eventually spy move-
ment as my grandparents began their 
trek homeward. After the Thanksgiving 
meal was completed, the whole family 
would walk back to the pecan trees and 
pick up until dark. It was a special time 
of togetherness.  

A Day of National  
Thanksgiving 
It is historically accepted that the first 
Thanksgiving Day was celebrated by the 
Pilgrims in 1621. For them it was not a 
time to focus on what they had accu-
mulated within this New World, but a 
spiritual time to publicly give thanks to 
God for allowing them to survive their 
first winter in a new, yet harsh and hos-
tile land. United States presidents have 

called for “A Day of National 
Thanksgiving” since 1789, 
when George Washington 
issued a Thanksgiving Day 
proclamation to commem-
orate that first Pilgrim 
celebration. 

But Thomas Jefferson, the third pres-
ident of the United States, discontin-
ued it by calling it “a kingly practice.” 
Only until the presidency of Abraham 
Lincoln was the fourth Thursday of 
November declared to be “A Day of 
National Thanksgiving.” This became 
an official holiday in 1941 by action of 
Congress. 

Thanksgiving Competition 
The intent of Thanksgiving Day is to set 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

the exceptions. Thanksgiv-
ing Day was always spent 
at my grandparents’ farm 
west of Stillwater. They 
couldn’t leave in the fall 
because they had 40 acres 
of pecans that needed to be 
picked up, and there was the ongoing 
threat of thieves. As a result, my mother 
would load the Pontiac with pies, cakes 
and most other trimmings, while my 
grandmother would cook two roosters 
with stuffing and make a most delicious 
cranberry salad. 

Their picturesque farm set in a valley 
about 1½ miles south of Highway 
51. Topping the hill we would see the 
smoke curling into the air from the 
wood-heating stove. My father would 

THANKSGIVING 
BLESSINGS 

Saints of Oklahoma!

Giving thanks
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God’s blessings continue to flow. 
Ten Oklahoma District LWML 
members and spouses found out 

how organized the process can be to get 
wares from our homes to others around 
the world to fulfill needs. The newest 
location of Orphan Grain Train (OGT) 
in Wichita, Kan., was the site of our 
service project on Aug. 25.

Items are first dropped off or delivered 
to the warehouse, which is current-
ly open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. There are 
no other drop-off sites at this time, 
although churches collect items for 
delivery to the warehouse. The bags of 
items are collected in large bins in the 
warehouse storeroom.

Bags are opened and undergo the first 
inspection and sorting process in the 
“sorting room.” This is mainly what the 
majority of our group did. Each item is 
examined for cleanliness and condi-
tioning. Huge barrels are labeled and 
items are sorted according to gender, 
tops or bottoms, work clothes (formal), 
children’s clothing, toddlers, shoes, 
accessories (belts, sleepwear, robes and 
slippers), handbags, coats and jackets, 
extra-large clothing and underwear. If 
clothes are dirty, they are sprayed and 
put into the laundry basket. If there is a 
repairable rip, masking tape marks the 
spot and they are put in the mending 
bin. Local women help do laundry and 
sewing repairs.

The seasoned volunteers then take a 
full sorted barrel and reinspect the 
clothing and fold it nicely into des-
ignated boxes, which are packed to 
capacity. These boxes are then stored 
back in the warehouse storeroom, 
grouped by designated type. On a 
monthly basis, all boxes are counted 

according to type of articles 
and the data is sent to the 
headquarters in Norfolk, 
Neb. When a request for cer-
tain items comes in, a spe-
cific warehouse is contacted 
and loads a truck to capacity 
to be sent to whatever desti-
nation has that need. Send-
ing truckloads of items are 
costly (between $5,000 to 
$7,000 per shipment load). 
Orphan Grain Train sent its 
first truckload shipment to 
Moldova on Aug. 2. Local 
congregations donated the funds for  
the shipment.

Rarely are items thrown away. Shirts 
with faith-based writings or logos or 
patriotic symbols can’t be shipped 
overseas. Those items can be sent some-
where in the United States. Clothes 
that are not in the best condition are 
still saved for local homeless shelters 
or groups that can use them. Old men’s 
T-shirts are used to make diapers. Adult 
swimsuits and sleepwear are also not 
shipped overseas, but can be used by 
different mission groups in the United 
States. Used children’s underwear as 
well as suggestive lingerie can’t be sent 
anywhere and will be thrown away.

Unique situations are always popping 
up to keep this process interesting. One 

gentleman brought in multi-
ple bags of clothing. Unfor-
tunately, he had given away 
a bag full of his wife’s formal 
gowns worn to beauty 
pageants she likes to attend. 
The wife is calling frantically 
every day to see if the gowns 
have been found yet. We 
thought that surely with 10 
of us sorting clothes all day, 
we would finally uncover the 
mystery bag. Unfortunately, 
it remained hidden by the 
end of our day.

The local “regular” volunteers were all 
very nice to us and helpful when we 
had questions. We stopped once during 
the morning for devotions and at noon 
for lunch. We left exhausted but in 
good spirits knowing we had a part in 
this wonderful process. 

We plan on doing this again in March 
2019 and would like to invite others 
to join in this worthwhile project. 
Thanks to Aaron and Anita Gard from 
Redeemer, Bartlesville; Betty and Carl 
Reichert and Dianna Just (our district 
LWML president) from Messiah, 
Vinita; Beth Schoeling, Gail, Abel 
and Debbie Kerns from Zion, Alva; 
and Bob and Beverly Bahr from Zion, 
Stillwater. 
— Submitted by Kasey Meyer 

Need a service project idea?
Oklahoma volunteers 
spend a day helping 
Orphan Grain Train

Orphan 
Grain Train 

is a Christian 
volunteer network 

that ships 
donated food, 

clothing, medical 
and other needed 

items to people 
in 68 countries, 

including the 
United States.
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ANNIVERSARIES
We congratulate those in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are celebrating 50 years or more!

November
Alva, Zion 
Glen and Louise Schoeling 
63 years, Nov. 21

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Bob and Diane Seemann 
56 years, Nov. 18

Ed and Marsha Durkin 
50 years, Nov. 30

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Gene and Jan Queri 
56 years, Nov. 17

Everett and Lee Dora Casto 
63 years, Nov. 19

Jim and Nancy Voight 
66 years, Nov. 26

Fairmont, Zion 
John and Darla Schminke 
52 years, Nov. 5

Kingfisher, Emmanuel  
Fred and Mildred Oppel 
60 years, Nov. 16

Okarche, St. John’s  
Freddie and Jeannie Peters 
52 years, Nov. 4

Larry and Judi Heald 
55 years, Nov. 24

Marlin and Judi Heald 
55 years, Nov. 24

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Daniel and Doris Lucas 
50 years, Nov. 18

Stillwater, Zion 
Bill and Jean Heister  
55 years, Nov. 30

Bethany, Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior

Ponca City, First

Broken Arrow, Trinity

Perry, Christ

BIRTHDAYS

St. John, Lawton  
Richard and Loveta Matthys 
68 years, Sept. 23

Ron and Helen Ramming 
60 years, Sept. 28

Belated

Alva, Zion 
Goldie Meyer 
92 years, Nov. 21 

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Dorothy Burkhart Marge DeFrees 
96 years, Nov. 22 95 years, Nov. 22

Ruth Holmes Ann McMahon 
94 years, Nov. 24 99 years, Nov. 27 

Bethany,  
Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
Flo Boneau 
92 years,  Nov. 7 

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Mary Maslanka 
92 years, Nov. 13

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Marjorie Chandler 
93 years, Nov. 8

Mustang, Christ Norman, Trinity 
Clyde Wyant Helen Higbee 
93 years, Nov. 4 100 years, Nov. 27

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Betty Renth Mildred Kiefer 
92 years, Nov. 8 95 years, Nov. 29

Ponca City, First 
Rosemary Rutter Lawrence Rippe 
97 years, Nov. 1 90 years, Nov. 18

Margaret Nelsen 
92 years, Nov. 5

Tulsa, Christ the  Redeemer 
John Woods 
97 years, Nov. 8

Tulsa, Our Savior 
John Schneider 
93 years, Nov. 25

Belated
Lawton, St. John 
Henry Esther, 90 years, Oct. 9

Tulsa, Christ the  
Redeemer 
Phyllis McKay 
92 years, Nov. 9

Rudy and Charlene Hanza 
67 years, Oct. 6

William and Martha Pletch 
54 years, Oct. 10

Bobby and Shirley Fox 
57 years, Nov. 10

Truman and Linda Criss 
58 years, Nov. 26

Dan and Carla McGregor 
56 years, Nov. 20

Glen and Margaret Seeliger 
65 years, Nov. 14

Tulsa, Our Savior

Larry and Launa Rheuark 
51 years, Nov. 16

Marvin and Sydney Duensing 
59 years, Nov. 30

Ponca City,  
First  
Rosemary Rutter 
97 years, Nov. 1

El Reno, Trinity  
Miriam Biegel 
95 years, Nov. 2
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Send news

Deadlines:
› January issue–Nov. 15
›  February issue–Dec. 15

aside a special time to say “thank you” 
to God for His innumerable blessings 
bestowed on us in body and soul. But 
today so many other things compete 
to take our focus off of our benevolent 
God. 

Competitor No. 1: the preparation of 
the turkey, pork, or beef compete for 
greater attention than He who opens 
His hand and satisfies the desire of 
every living creature. 

Competitor No. 2: football kickoff 
competes for more prime time than 
speaking a prayer of thanksgiving to the 
Provider of all good and perfect gifts, 
especially salvation in and through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

 Competitor No. 3: shopping schedules 
for Black Thursday and Friday compete 

us to realize this and to receive 
our daily bread with thanksgiving. 
Daily bread includes everything 
that has to do with the support 
and needs of the body, such as 
food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, 
home, land, animals, money, goods, 
a devout husband or wife, devout 
children, devout workers, devout 
and faithful rulers, good govern-
ment, good weather, peace, health, 
self-control, good reputation, good 
friends, faithful neighbors, and the 
like.” — Explanation to The Fourth 
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer

Let us, then, aware of all that competes 
for our attention on Thanksgiving, not 
give in to the competition, but refocus 
our minds by observing the Day of Na-
tional Thanksgiving with truly thankful 
hearts to God.  After all, He is the one 
allowing us to enjoy the blessing of 
gobbling the gobbler!

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

for greater commitment than attending 
worship on Thanksgiving Eve or Day.   

Thanksgiving Refocus 
As Christians we join our praise with 
that of the psalmist:

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for 
He is good; for His steadfast love 
endures forever.” — Ps. 118:29

We give thanks to God because of His 
steadfast goodness and love that endure 
forever. Therefore we need no special 
day on which to give thanks to God. 
Thanksgiving is part of our daily life. 
Even when we pray, “Give us this day 
our daily bread,” we recognize with 
Martin Luther that:

“God certainly 
gives daily bread 
to everyone without 
our prayers, even 
to all evil people, 
but we pray in 
this petition that God would lead 

George Friedrich Handel’s Messiah is 
presented at Christmas in churches 
and concert halls around the world, 
but perhaps nowhere as enthusias-
tically as in Tulsa, where members 
of many Lutheran churches in and 
around Tulsa will join together for 
the 98th time to present the Tulsa All 
Lutheran Messiah. 

Experience the message and music 
at First Lutheran Church, 1244 South 
Utica Ave., Tulsa. Performances will 
be held at 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on 
Dec. 1 and 2. The performance is 
free to the public, and a wonderful 
opportunity to share the Christmas 
message with family, friends and 
neighbors!  
— Submitted by Cyndi Smith

Messiah to be  
performed in Tulsa

Send to:  jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com or 
Janice Hedrick, PO Box 70, Owasso, OK 
74055 • Phone: 918-396-9629

Congregations, please email anniversary 
and birthday information and photos  
no later than the 15th of each month, two 
months prior to the publication month.Registration opened Oct. 17 for the 

2019 LCMS Youth Gathering, set 
for July 11–15 in Minneapolis.
More information about registration for the 
Gathering — including a registration booklet, 
necessary forms, a registration timeline and a 
sign-up form for monthly Gathering emails — 
is available at lcmsgathering.com.


