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See MESSAGE, Page 4

The Rat

Our Texaco ser-
vice station 

was located in the 
center of Orlando. 
It was the meeting 
place for old men 
seeking a social 
outlet. As a result, 
we sold more soda 
pop and candy 
than gasoline. 

The pop was ice cold! The bottles were 
in a chest with extremely cold water 
circulating around them from the 
bottle neck downward. What a treat 
on a hot Oklahoma day! The chest was 
replenished from cases of pop bottles 
stacked in a dimly lighted adjacent 
room called “the pop room.” One day 
my mother rushed from that room with 
a scream, slamming the door with such 
force we thought the large glass pane 
would break. “There’s a rat in there,” she 
exclaimed. 

My father became the knight in shining 
armor. Wielding a broom and a metal 
tire iron, he entered that shadowy 
room to do battle. There was banging, 
yelling and loud, unsavory words from 
the front line. During a battle lull, we 
looked through the window of the door. 
My father was standing atop a stack of 
pop cases thrusting the broom down-
ward toward the floor as the rat ran in 
circles around him. 

anniversary celebrations 
marking 2017, this year could 
be a let down. I hope not! 

As we observe the 501st 
anniversary, we rejoice in the 
enduring legacy of Martin 

Luther and the Reformation. Luther’s 
beautiful and majestic hymn “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God” reminds us that 
there are enemies working against 
Christ’s Church and individual Chris-
tians as well. 

That enemy is not a rat, but a lion as 
described by Peter, who writes:

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

One of my brothers hurried 
to the back door of the 
pop room, propped it open 
and the rat ran out. With 
the strife ended my father 
descended from his battle 
tower of cases. Would bet-
ter weaponry have defeated this bringer 
of pestilence? We will never know. 
When the pop chest needed refilling, we 
entered this dimly lit room reluctantly, 
alert to the dangers lurking! 

The Lion

October is Reformation month for 
Lutherans. After the big 500th 

The whole armor of God
OCTOBER 

BLESSINGS 
Saints of Oklahoma!
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Scenes from the district

Share your news with us
Deadlines:
› December issue–Oct.  15

› January issue–Nov.  15

› February issue–Dec.  15

Send to:  jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com 
or 
Janice Hedrick, PO Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-396-9629

The Rev. Christopher Griffith was installed as pastor of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, Wellston, on Aug. 12. Clergy present 
for the installation were, from left, the Revs. David Nehrenz, 
Barrie Henke, Mark Bersche, Griffith, David Krepel (emeritus), 
Phillip Borntrager and W.R. Rains. — Submitted by Rita Rains

The quilting group of First, Ada, and Hope, 
Sulphur, made 18 lap quilts for the Sulphur 
Veteran’s Center. Delivering the quilts were, 
from left, Vicar Jason Steffenson, Don and Viv-
ian Kampbell, and VA representative Michelle 
Hull. Other ladies in the group are Rena Kriner, 
Connie Skinner, Debbie Anderson and Rose-
mary Dennis. Vicar Jason has stepped in for 
long-time pastor Rev. Gary Brandt, who served 
First and Hope for 23 years. The congregations 
welcome Jason, his wife, Anna Marie, and their 
sons, Johannes and Immanuel.  
— Submitted by Kathie Johnson



CELEBRATIONS
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ANNIVERSARIES
We congratulate those in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are celebrating 50 years or more!

October
Adair, Bethlehem 
Lambert and Emma Lou Peper 
55 years, Oct. 5

George and Arlene Hugley 
61 years, Oct. 20

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Barry and Bonnie Eggert 
51 years, Oct. 28

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Robert and Bonnie Buffington 
50 years, Oct. 29

Richard and Bonnie Tesson 
62 years, Oct. 29

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Bob  and Elsie Schatz 
61 years, Oct. 6

Larry and Marquita Whitaker, 
59 years, Oct. 23 

Norman, Trinity 
Peter and Kay Brueckner, 
59 years, Oct. 3

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Bill and Donna Rieck 
60 years, Oct. 11

Darryl and Jonie Luber 
62 years, Oct. 28

Ponca City, First 
Lawrence and Leola Rippe 
64 years, Oct. 24

Stillwater, Zion 
Alan and  Muhrizah Brunken 
50 years, Oct. 12

Stan and Virginia Benson 
58 years, Oct. 15

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Charles and Waunda Storck 
53 years, Oct. 23

Ponca City, First

Hooker, St. John’s

Okarche, St. John’s

Tom and Vickie Arnold 
51 years, Oct. 6

Perry, Christ

Ray and Patty Decker 
50 years, Oct. 4

Gene and Virginia Hentges 
67 years, Oct. 6

Ralph and Wynona Passow 
59 years, Oct. 31

Gary and Kathryn Horton 
53 years, Oct. 1

John and Edna Powers 
64 years, Oct. 19

Marty and Rosalie Weber 
52 years, Oct. 8

BIRTHDAYS

Woodward, Trinity 
Alex and Evelyn Fritzler 
65 years, Sept. 20

Belated

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Alice Obermann 
93 years, Oct. 21

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Melvin Schroeder 
95 years, Oct. 7

Esther Mittelstet 
91 years, Oct. 21

Harvey Olson 
91 years, Oct. 22

Fairmont, Zion 
Arnold Schweer 
100 years, Oct. 27

Mustang, Christ 
Marillyn Wyant 
92 years, Oct. 1

Norman, Trinity 
Valerie Kramer 
93 years, Oct. 2

Carol Bastian 
91 years, Oct. 21

Perry, Christ 
Geneva Briegge 
95 years, Oct. 1

Stillwater, Zion 
Milton Schulze Sr. 
94 years, Oct. 4

Blackwell, 
Trinity 
Betty Smith
94 years, 
Oct. 4

Watonga, 
Mount  
Calvary 
Henry Oppel
91 years 
Sept 25
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“Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. Resist him 
firm in your faith, knowing that the 
same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world.”  
— 1 Peter 5:8-9

His warning is to both the shepherds of 
God’s flock and the sheep. The old lion 
roars and growls attempting to bring 
fear to us. He wants us to believe that 
he is the all-powerful one in control. 
But it is a lie! By the death and victori-
ous resurrection of our Lord Jesus, this 
old lion has been defanged, declawed 
and defeated. 

Peter does not tell us to run and hide 
when we hear Satan’s roaring, but to 
humble ourselves “under the mighty 
hand of God, casting all your anxieties 
on Him, because He cares for you” (1 
Peter 5:6-7). He tells us to resist the 

In every conversation put the best con-
struction on everything. In the course 
of my district presidency, I have seen 
spiritually fractured congregations and 
ruined ministries as a result of whispers 
that turn into accusations. What sad-
dens me uplifts Satan. In Ephesians 6, 
Saint Paul admonishes us to put on “the 
whole armor of God,” so that we will be 
able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil:

“Stand therefore, having fastened 
on the belt of truth … the breast-
plate of righteousness … shoes of 
the gospel of peace … the shield of 
faith … the helmet of salvation … 
and sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God … praying at all 
times.” 

If a rat enters your congregation, grab 
a broom for battle. But if you recognize 
that the old lion is roaring in the hall-
ways, put on the whole armor of God, 
especially the Sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God. He will be over-
come because he is already defeated by 
Jesus!  

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

devil and stay firm in our faith. This 
power to resist the assaults of Satan 
comes from using daily what Paul in-
cludes in his listing of spiritual armor: 
“the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God” (Eph. 6:17). 

The Armor

Satan works hard to overcome 
individual Christians and the 

public witness of congregations. Satan 
is cunning in working his plan. Some-
times his roaring comes as whispers 
in the church hallways or over coffee. 
He works to blind people in seeing 
the positive blessings being worked by 
God among them, and directs them to 
nitpicking so that “minors” are turned 
into “majors.” 

Recognize his growl and resist him! 
As we look at our congregation, our 
pastor and our fellow members, give 
thanks to God for them all. Heed the 
voice of the Holy Spirit speaking to you 
through God’s Word. Luther reminds us 
in “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (LSB 
#656) that in our battle with Satan, 
“one little word can fell him!” 

In memoriam
Harold W. Kamman

1924-2018

The Rev. Harold Kamman passed from this broken world into 
the joys of heaven on Oct. 12 at Integris Baptist Medical Center 
in Oklahoma City. He was 93.

Rev. Kamman, born Nov. 8, 1924, in Cincinnati, Ohio, dedicat-
ed his life to sharing God’s love. As a sophomore at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, in 1946, he taught 30 pupils in a one-room 
rural school at Trinity, Vallonia, Ind. Years later, he had the joy 
of learning that two of his pupils had gone into full-time church 
work, one as a teacher and the other as a pastor. 

In 1946-47, he helped with a trailer mission program, setting up 
tents and folding chairs, canvassing towns and farms and gath-
ering adults and children to services and vacation Bible school.

He was ordained on Aug. 20, 1950. The parishes Kamman 
faithfully served include Faith, Abilene, Kan. (1950-57); St. 
Paul, Texhoma, and Hope, Boise City (1957-64); Trinity, El Reno 
(1964-75); and Good Shepherd, Duncan (1975-91). He retired 

in 1991 and served as a 
vacancy pastor in White City 
and Herington, Kan., and 
Chickasha, Elk City, Guy-
mon, Hinton, Kingfisher, 
Watonga and Weatherford.

He met his wife, Thelma, at 
a Walther League conven-
tion in 1956 and married 
a year later. Thelma, who 
died in 2004, was a genuine 
treasure to Harold as wife 
and the mother of their two 
daughters, Ruth (1959-
2005) and Lois (1961), who 
lives in New Jersey. They 
have five grandchildren.

Following retirement, 
Harold and Thelma joined 
St. John’s, Moore. Harold 
served one year as “assisting 
pastor,” taking the duties of 
a vicar alongside Rev. Paul 
Hartman.

Harold’s family was im-
pressed by his dedication 
to fitness all his life, taking 
early-morning jogs along 
with swimming and bike 
riding. 

Harold and Thelma loved 
traveling, including trips 
to Germany to visit their 
exchange student, Martina, 
and to Hawaii, Alaska and 
the Mediterranean to visit 
relatives.

Pastor Kamman and Thel-
ma were grateful for having 
loving parents who guided 
them in their faith, for be-
ing able to serve God in so 
many ways, and for leaving 
a legacy of children and 
grandchildren who imitate 
their giving nature.  

— Lois Buesser


