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See MESSAGE, Page 2

Watering
An Oklahoma summer can 
challenge any gardener! If 
your ground is native red clay, 
then plants grunt and groan to 
break through and struggle to 
survive. 

Rainfall can be scarce and mid-
day heat intense. My mother 
battled against these elements 
as she attempted to grow 
zinnias in the front flowerbed. 
Watering was done with a bucket from a 
cistern. The cistern water was extract-
ed by means of a crank mechanism. 
As you cranked, a chain of small cups 

matters worse, we were surrounded by 
superb gardeners who spent much time 
watering and tending. 

The Roots
Our next door neighbor was Chris 
Bohn. His garden in back was clean and 
productive and his shrubs in front were 
full and healthy. Chris, like the rest of 
us, watered with a bucket. 

I could waste a whole bucket of precious 
water on one spot, but Chris had a spe-
cial watering technique for his shrubs. 
He took rounded down-spouts used 
with eave troughs, dug a hole to the root 
of each shrub, inserted the rounded tube 
as a permanent fixture, then each day he 
would fill the tube with water from the 
bucket. The water went directly to the 
root with no ground spillage. No matter 
how dry it might become above ground, 
the shrub was receiving sufficient water 
to survive and thrive. 

Wow, those Germans! You have to mar-
vel at their ingenuity!

Spiritual Roots
It is August and it is time for a new 
school year, both in communities and 
in congregations. Providing for the 
Christian education of our children is 
of utmost importance. It has been said 
over the centuries that if children have 
instilled in them Christian teachings un-
til they are about seven years of age, this 
will influence them throughout their 
whole life. 

This truth is biblical: 
“Train up a child in the way he 
should go; even when he is old he 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

Teaching our children
would pass through the water 
below and bring it to the top, 
dumping it into the spout from 
which hung the bucket. It was 
more interesting to take the top 
off the cistern crank and watch 
the little cups do their job. 
But it took a lot of water and a 
faithful schedule of cranking to 
keep those zinnias alive. 

The cistern had the water, but 
the “crankers” were not too faithful on 
hot summer days. Those zinnias were 
pitiful in appearance: burnt blossoms 
adorning leafless stems. To make 
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will not depart from it”  
— Prov. 22:6

In 2004, Robert Fulghum wrote a 
book titled “All I Really Need to Know 
I Learned in Kindergarten.” The title of 
his book projects much truth, especially 

young plants to grow and 
produce fruit. That is the 
Holy Spirit’s work! We are 
merely compelled by the 
Spirit to water the roots of 
these tender plants allow-
ing that same Holy Spirit 
to work within in them to 
produce the fruit. 

It does not take young 
teachers or vintage teach-
ers to water young roots. It 
only takes faithful teachers 

who willingly serve the Lord Jesus in 
this work, who love the young plants 
entrusted to them and who crank out 
that water of life to feed the roots. 

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at 
the well:

“… whoever drinks of the water that 
I will give him will never be thirsty 
again. The water that I will give 
him will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.”  
— John 4:14

What a blessing if only to serve as a cis-
tern crank bringing those little cups of 
living water to the roots of young plants. 
That water welling up to eternal life is 
Jesus! Wow! Consider the privilege and 
the blessing —t and start cranking! 

With Joy in Jesus 
Rev. Barrie E. Henke

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

BLESSINGS 
TO YOU 

Saints of Oklahoma!

in the light of Prov. 22:6. 
Looking back on the influ-
ences shaping my life, some 
major watering was done in 
Sunday school and Saturday 
morning “Catechism Class.” 

When I was very young, 
Miss Wilhelmina Gieschen 
taught me biblical truths 
in simple language based 
on the vibrant pictures 
from the Concordia Sunday 
school pamphlets. She was 
watering my spiritual roots. In middle 
school, Mrs. Mathilda Garner taught the 
same truths from a different perspective 
using booklets from Concordia. She was 
watering my spiritual roots. 

Later, Pastor Louis Ulmer led my con-
firmation class as we studied the same 
truths from a whole new perspective. He 
worked at watering my spiritual roots. 
He was even willing to allow some spill-
age of that precious Water of Life as he 
dealt with my hormonal challenged, al-
ways questioning, smart-alecky teenage 
mind! But he kept aiming at my roots 
and he watered them well.

Water of Life
As members of a community of Christ, 
we have a commitment to water the 
roots of the children placed among us 
by God. No power of ours can force 

hen three fifth-grade girls were 
unable to go on an extended 

field trip with their classmates 
at Holy Trinity Lutheran School, Ed-
mond, their teacher, Melissa Sullivan, 
arranged for them to participate in a 
special service project. 

Along with their substitute teacher, the 
girls met with Myrna Lou Meyer, one 
of Holy Trinity’s Knotty Ladies. Their 
project began with a Mustard Seed de-

votion about serving the Lord, and then 
they studied the Lutheran World Relief 
map to learn about the distribution of 
quilts and kits. They were surprised at 
the large numbers of items that were 
assembled and sent around the world, 
and they were especially surprised that 
only four cloth diapers were included in 
each Baby Care Kit.

In the course of their afternoon as 

Field trip is replaced 
with service project

Knotty Ladies, the girls chose squares 
and designed and pinned together one 
quilt top. They laid together backs, 
fillers and cotton tops; and then they 
tied two quilts for LWR. They also tied 
a denim quilt which will be given to a 
local needy or homeless family.

—  Submitted by Kasey Meyer, district 
LWML VP of Communication

It does 
not take young 
teachers or vintage 
teachers to water 
young roots. It 
only takes faithful 
teachers who will-
ingly serve the Lord 
Jesus.”
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Mid-
west City, had a great week of vacation 
Bible school June 4-8, and averaged 
more than 110 children each day. 

The children, ages 3-13, were divided 
into 10 classes and led by 45 volunteers. 
Many students attending were through 
the outreach of the child development 
center and the camp program offered 
throughout the summer. 

VBS was an interactive event with Bible 
lessons and special characters each day. 
Emphasis was on how Jesus rescues!: 
When you’re lonely … When you worry 
… When you struggle … When you do 
wrong … When you’re powerless.

A hot dog feed with the parents was held 
Thursday evening, followed by the chil-
dren sharing their messages about how 
Jesus rescues through interactive songs. 
It was a wonderful week for all involved.

Jesus 
rescues!

Some of the VBS staff lead the children in songs and activities. From left (on stage), 
Sue Ogle designed and constructed the stage décor and also served as a teacher; Royce 
Junghanns led the opening and closing each day and also led the music sessions; and 
Belinda Harke served as coordinator.

On Sunday, March 25, under the guidance of the Rev. 
William Metz, youth of Christ Lutheran Church, Perry, 
gave a Seder meal demonstration. The youth who 
helped their pastor are seated at the table: from left, 
Thatcher Colen, Ashton Cecil, Tali Stover, Habbie Colen, 
Courtney Wells, Heath Howell and Kyler Zagar.

— Submitted by Barb Walton

Youth present Sedar Meal Zion, OKC,  
CELEBRATES 118 YEARS
On Pentecost Sunday, Zion Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, 
celebrated its 118-year history. 

A special service was held to tell the story of the church, which in-
cluded many pictures being shown on the big screen. Afterward, 
the congregation celebrated with a pot-grace luncheon, including 
barbecue provided by Earl’s. It was a wonderful service and a 
great day of celebration. 

Th pastor is the Rev. Ronald Christie, who has served  Zion since 
1996.

If anyone is interested in seeing a video, go to youtube.com and 
in the search bar type in “Zion - OKC.” The video begins with the 
service (audio only), followed by the history of the church, which 
starts about 21 minutes and 13 seconds and has pictures.

— Submitted by Vivian Stehr
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On Jan. 25, Christ Lutheran Church, Perry, hosted a soup kitchen held at the 
Methodist church. The volunteers had 36 folks come through the food line. 
Pictured are, from left, Harvey Hentges, Mary Deken, Ashton Cecil, Tara Cecil, 
Sandy Hentges, Jane Thiele, Ethan Cecil. Also helping was Glenda Corn. 

— Submitted by Glenda Corn

The congregation of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Okmulgee, will celebrate the 
60th anniversary of its building on 
Reformation Sunday, Oct. 28.

The congregation is seeking for former 
members who may have photos, 
articles or memorabilia that can be 
used for the celebration. Please send 
any information to: Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1314 E. 6th, Okmulgee, OK 
74447; tlcoksecretary@gmail.com; or 
918-756-6046.

The members of the congregation 
would also like to invite you to their 
annual Luther’s Oktoberfest celebra-
tion the night of Oct. 27.

WANTED:
Trinity, Okmulgee, 
searching for photos/
other material for its 
October celebration

‘For I was 
hungry…’

Confirmation at 
Trinity, Guymon
From left, Eh Ther Yu, Saw Ku Gay, Landry 
Curtis, Saw Kler and Zoey Hegwood. In back is 
the Rev. Mark Wescoatt.

— Submitted by Dianna Jenkins

First Lutheran Church, Chickasha, welcomed nine new members on 
May 13. Pictured with the Rev. David Thompson are Audryannah 
Brown, Deidre Koehler, JaNel Guillett, Charramaiyne Brown, Amanda 
Brown, Alexandraya Brown and Joe Meador.  Not pictured are Kim 
and Jacob Cunningham. 

— Submitted by Alison Ross

Family grows in Chickasha
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The Oklahoma LWML mission team 
went to Lake Amatitlan, Guatemala, for 
an eyeglass clinic in March. 

This team was helped through your 
generous donations that you put in your 
mite boxes every day. 

We also supported the mission of the 
Lutheran Church of Castillo Fuerte and 
its mission start in Lake Amatitlan. The 
trip provided an opportunity for women 
of the LWML Oklahoma District to 
experience service that would impact 
their faith life. 

We gave out about 653 pairs of glasses 
to men, women and children. We gave 
glasses to one man with a family of two 
children. His income was $7 a day. For 
him to get a basic pair of reading glass-
es, he would have to pay up to $40 for 
an eye exam and another $110 to $140 
for the glasses. He was able to receive a 
pair of glasses, and even more impor-
tantly, he heard the Gospel message of 
Jesus Christ.

Serving in 
Guatemala

A lot of people who were blessed to 
receive glasses also made a connection 
with the Lutheran Church — and our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We were 
also blessed by the gratitude the people 
of Guatemala shared with us. 

This is an experience that all of our 
team members will cherish for many 

years. The team consisted of Patti Ross 
(LWML president), Lori Steele, Ruth 
Kruse, Kathy Quinn, Dianna Just and 
Sharon Schmidt. We pray that during 
the next biennium you might consider 
going on a mission trip. It is truly a 
blessing for the giver and the receiver.  

— Submitted by Sharon Schmidt

The teachers and parents are very proud of these hard-work-
ing students of Immanuel Lutheran Christian Academy (ILCA) 
in Broken Arrow. They were all inducted into the National 
Honor Society on May 7. Steve Zehnder is school headmaster. 

— Photo taken by Stacey Long, ILCA teacher;  
submitted by  Nathan Armer 

Students honored at 
Immanuel academy



DISTRICT NEWS

6  /  OKLAHOMA

Stronger together
Twenty-eight members from four LCMS 
congregations in the Oklahoma City 
area recently got together for service and 
fellowship at the Regional Food Bank. 

Members of Zion, Oklahoma City, joined 
with those from Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior, Bethany, and Holy Trinity and St. 
Mark’s, Edmond. Working together, we 
bagged 1,440 pounds of Fruit Loops. 

Afterward, we all had lunch at Incredi-
ble Pizza. This group forged its relation-
ships playing dartball together over the 
past year. This morning of service to Our 
Lord Jesus Christ and our community 
provided a wonderful way to deepen our 
fellowship while having a great time. 

— Submitted by Vivian Stehr

Lutherans volunteer 
to help the hungry

The Rev. Ryan L. Honeycutt was installed as pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Claremore, during a service on June 10. The festive day also included tours of Redeem-
er’s new family life center, which is partially completed, and a celebration dinner. Clergy 
present for the installation are, from left, the Revs. Bruce Cottrell, Scott Burmeister, Joel 
Heckmann, Rick Tabisz, Barrie Henke, Barry Schwiesow, Honeycutt, Christian Tiews, Leo 
Schroeder (hiding in back), Mark Carter, Sean McCoy, Mark Burger, Mark Neumann and 
Kory Boster. 

— Submitted by Rev. Mark Burger, circuit visitor

Redeemer, 
Claremore, 
has new  
pastor
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ANNIVERSARIES
We congratulate those in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are celebrating 50 years or more!

August
Adair, Bethlehem 
Bob and Carolyn Brase  
57 years, Aug. 12 

Robert and Roberta Erdwin 
58 years, Aug. 24

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Bill and Irene VanWay  
62 years, Aug. 12

Art and Jo Ann Radke 
62 years, Aug. 18

Ron and Roberta Hall 
58 years, Aug. 27

Duncan, Good Shepherd 
Dean and Pat Jordan 
52 years, Aug. 27

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Dale and Cheryl Swiggett 
51 years, Aug. 5

Phil and Lois Parduhn 
63 years, Aug. 7

Floyd and Mildred Treiber 
51 years, Aug. 13

Louis and Evelyn Kastens 
53 years, Aug. 14

Orlie and Sharon Boehler 
59 years, Aug. 16 

John and Linda Seikel 
51 years, Aug. 16 

Jim and Patricia Hutchison 
54 years, Aug. 21

Bob and Yvonne Swanson 
59 years, Aug. 23.

Darrel and Annette ZumMallen 
60 years, Aug. 23

Bruce and Shirley Confer 
61 years, Aug. 24

Enid, St Paul 
Paul and Tai Chivaluksna 
56 years, Aug. 10 

Richard and Marilyn Simpson 
64 years, Aug. 22

Fairmont, Zion 
Rev. Velmer and Lori Goebel 
57 years, Aug. 11 

Norman and Lois Deckman 
54 years, Aug 15.

Harlo and Carol Breitenkamp 
56 years, Aug. 31. 

Norman, Trinity 
Rev. Myron and Dorothy Maltz 
53 years, Aug. 15 

Ken and Pat Ortgies 
67 years, Aug. 18

Gene and Claudene Channell 
61 years, Aug. 30

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Darrell and Dorothy “Bud” Grob 
68 years, Aug. 12

Larry and Gail Olson 
54 years, Aug. 17 

John and Alma Daly 
69 years, Aug. 20 

Bill and Michele Ackerman 
50 years, Aug. 24.

Don and Charlene “Char” Ewing 
61 years, Aug. 28

Okarche, St. John’s 
George and Mabel Newer 
62 years, Aug. 19

Shawnee, Redeemer 
Leonard and Iva Schultz 
59 years,  Aug. 30

Stillwater, Zion 
Rev. Carlton and Arlene Riemer 
51 years, Aug. 23

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Tom and Judy Kuehnert 
55 years, Aug. 30

Tulsa, Our Savior 
Harvey and Pauline  Johnson 
51 years, Aug. 26

Bethany, Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior

Jerry and Margot Olea 
57 years, Aug. 23

Blackwell, Trinity

Neil and Rachel Kahle 
57 years, Aug. 9

El Reno, Trinity

Charles and Alice Buchholz 
62 years, Aug. 17

Hooker, St. Johns

Larry and Vicki Hofferber 
51 years, Aug. 11

Midwest City, Good Shepherd

James W. and Verna Anderson 
74 years, Aug. 2

Perry, Christ

Lavern and Carol Lenaburg 
55 years, Aug. 20

Ponca City, Firstt

Gery and Marilyn Pralle 
55 years, Aug. 3

Bob and Kathryn Prescott 
63 years, Aug. 19
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Shawnee, Redeemer

Charles and Marvine Nix 
59 years, Aug. 29

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Ken and Eva Heim 
65 years, Aug. 9

Johnny and Lois Barfield 
61 years, Aug. 17

Dennis and Pat Morris 
51 years, Aug. 26

Belated
Guymon, Trinity

Vernon and Fae Koch 
50 years, Jan. 14

Jerry and June Wadley 
50 years, June 16

AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS

We congratulate those who are celebrating 90 years or 
more!
Bethany, 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
Frances Fancher 
92 years, Aug. 15 

Laura Henthorn 
97 years, Aug 29 

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Opal Gragert 
92 years, Aug. 18.

Bill Bradford 
91 years, Aug. 21

Guthrie, Our Savior 
Shirley Blake 
90 years, Aug. 26 

Okmulgee, Trinity 
Charlotte Robertson 
90 years, Aug. 24

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Bob Wilson 
92 years, Aug. 29

Frances Fancher 
92 years,  
Aug. 15

Laura Henthorn 
97 years,  
Aug. 29

Bethany,  
Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Lawton,  
Holy Cross

Wava Brunkow 
91 years, 
Aug. 1

Perry, 
Christ

Juanita Gerken 
99 years, 
Aug. 4

Guthrie, Our Savior 
Marvin Backhaus 
94 years, March 6

Belated

Send news

Deadlines:
› October issue–Aug. 15
›  November issue–Sept. 15
› December issue–Oct.  15

Send to:
›  jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com 
or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 70, 

Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-396-9629

Ladies, I need a roommate for a trip to Germany to see 
Oberammergau’s Passion Play (only put on every 10 
years) along with other locations. 

Dates are Aug. 29 to Sept. 8, 2020. 

For a pamphlet, contact Richard Cohrs at cohrs.rich@
gmail.com 

Please contact me, Kathy Quinn at 405-969-2553 or 
widow2008@gmail.com.

Wanted:
Roommate in Germany in 2020


