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Witness the Good News!
Aunt Ida 
God reveals His 
goodness to us by 
intersecting our 
lives with the lives 
of others. Some of 
the most influential 
people intersecting 
my life were my 
German aunts — 
my father’s sisters. 
They were joyful, 
fun-loving Christian 
women. 

Around Ascension Day, I especially 
remember my Aunt Ida Farber. She 
was short, “fluffy,” jolly and compas-
sionate. She drove a 1951 two-tone blue 
Chevy coup. She couldn’t see over the 
large steering wheel, so she would look 
through the space between the horn and 
the top of wheel. 

I loved to hear her laugh and chat in her 
pronounced German brogue. Then one 
day we received the news that Aunt Ida 
had died of a heart attack at the age of 
56. It was Ascension Thursday. The first 
attack came early in the day and was 
classed by her doctor as a “mild one,” so 
he sent her home to rest. Pastor Louis 
Ulmer visited her and asked — “just 
in case” — if she was ready to meet the 
Lord. Her response has stayed imbedded 
in my heart: “Oh, Pastor, nothing could 
please me more than to ascend to heaven 
with my Lord Jesus on this Ascension 
Day!” And she did. She firmly believed 

that her risen Savior had 
ascended into heaven to pre-
pare a place just for her, like 
He had promised so to do. 

Heavenly preparations 
Anticipating His post-Easter ascension 
into heaven, Jesus spoke a comforting 
promise to His disciples: 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God; believe also in me. 
In my Father’s house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare 
a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, 
that where I am you may be also.”  
— John 14:1-3

My Aunt Ida held to the 
King James Version of that 
verse, which read “many 
mansions” instead of “many 
rooms.” And even Martin 
Luther’s German translation 

reads “dwellings.” I lean with Aunt Ida; 
if heaven is glorious, then it smacks at a 
mansion or a spacious dwelling rather 
than just a room. A room is what I’ll get 
at the nursing home, but heaven is more 
spacious. In any case, to be in Jesus’ 
presence is enough! But how wonder-
ful it is to know that He is preparing a 
special place just for me!

Ascension Day
On Thursday, May 10, the Christian 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

SEE MESSAGE, PAGE 3

 BLESSINGS  
TO YOU 

Saints of Oklahoma!

(People are watching)
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LWML

LCEF

Earn 3% with
ConnectPLUS term note

ConnectPLUS is for the new 
LCEF investor who wants 
to experience the over-and-

above reward of supporting LCMS 
ministries — ultimately helping to 
expand the kingdom of God. Realize 
not only the financial benefits that 
LCEF offers, but start a new rela-
tionship with LCEF, the financial 
arm of The Lutheran Church—Mis-
souri Synod.

Features of ConnectPLUS:
➢ Open with a minimum of $500.

➢  Earn a fixed rate on the first $5,000 
(principal and interest) during the 
two-year term.

➢  Balance above $5,000 earns second- 
tier fixed rate.

➢  Additional investments of $25 or more 
allowed during the term.

➢  Available to new LCEF investors only; 
one account per investor.

➢  At the end of the term, the funds re-
main yours to re-invest or redeem.

➢  Interest compounded and paid 
quarterly (March, June, September, 
December).

For more 
information, 
contact Jeff 
Maltz, LCEF vice-
president, at 785-
230-4112 or jeffrey.
maltz@lcef.org; or 
go to lcef.org. 

The 2018 Young Lutheran 
Women’s Christ and Crafts was 
hosted by Zion Lutheran Church, 

Guthrie. Shawna Dewald demonstrated 
how to make beaded, woven bracelets 
while the Rev. Butch Raines led 
attendees in a discussion on 
Jer. 29:11. Pastor Raines also 
prepared a delicious lunch 
of stacked sandwich-
es, vegetable soup and 
almond apple dessert. 

If you weren’t there, you 
missed a wonderful day shared 
with an amazing group of young ladies. 
Plans are being made for a summer 
event in August. Watch for more details! 

These events are opportunities to bring 
a young woman with you to encourage 
friendships in the LWML. Contact Shari 
Stepanek at 405-388-5668 with ques-
tions or ideas.  

— Submitted by Dianna Just

Cynthia Taylor, 
Brenda Nivens, 

Rita Raines 
and Rev. Butch 

Raines.

From let, Keah 
Payne, Suzet Roggow, 
Jennifer Karner, Shari 
Stepanek, Theresa 
Roggow and Shawna 
Dewald. Not pictured 
is Tish Mindemann.

Christ – and 
crafts – in  
Guthrie



DISTRICT NEWS

MAY 2018 / 3

Church will celebrate the Ascension of 
our Lord, which is the 40th day after 
Easter. 

In the early church, Ascension Day was 
celebrated with equal joy as Easter, 
remembering that Jesus removed His 
physical presence from the earth and 
gloriously ascended into heaven to sit at 
the right hand of the Father to reign as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. From 
that heavenly throne, He would reign 
as supreme Ruler over the kingdoms of 
creation, glory and grace until the day 
He would return to be our Judge. 

We are witnesses
At our recent Oklahoma District con-
vention, we followed the theme, “You 
are witnesses of these things” (Luke 
24:48). What a powerful commissioning 
given to us by Jesus. Those six words 

have changed the course of history as 
the saints of God through the ages have 
lived out that commissioning. As God’s 
saints we know the condemnation of 
the Law on all sinners, but we also know 
the power of the Holy Spirit, who has be-
stowed on us the forgiveness of sins, life 
and salvation through Jesus Christ. 

In Christ’s victorious resurrection power, 
He sends us out into the world to give 
witness of what we have heard and seen. 
It is that simple. The early Christians 
were known by their love for one an-
other and their care for those in need. 
In word and actions they demonstrated 
God’s power placed in their hearts by the 
Holy Spirit. 

In war-torn Iraq, the ancient city of 
Nineveh is known to be one of the oldest 
Christian areas in the Middle East. 
The city was devastated under ISIS, as 
Christians were killed or driven out, and 
their homes, businesses and churches 

were burned. Now, in the midst of a very 
fragile peace, Christians are returning 
to Nineveh to rebuild their homes, 
businesses and churches. They are giv-
ing witness to the impact on their lives 
of having a risen, living and reigning 
Savior! And people are watching their 
witness.

A watched witness
You, too, are called to be a witness of 
Jesus. And people are watching you as 
well! May your witness as an individual 
and together with your congregation be 
joyful and firmly grounded in God’s Eas-
ter Good News! May your witness share 
both joy and expectancy as you consider 
the “mansion … dwelling … room” being 
prepared for you by our risen, ascended 
and reigning Savior! 

Oh, if you beat me there, look for a 1951 
two-toned blue Chevy coup parked in 
front of a mansion and give Aunt Ida my 
love!

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

The congregation of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Broken Arrow, 
has a pre-lenten tradition of creating 
Alleluia banners the week before 
Transfiguration Sunday, with all of 
its Sunday school children, ages 2 
through those in sixth grade. In the 
past, the children have used paint, 
crayons and other art materials to 
create the banners. 

This year, each child wove multi-col-
ored ribbons through fabric banners 

to create the unique Alleluia sign. 
Then on Transfiguration Sunday, 
all the children walked the banners 
down the sanctuary aisle to a chest 
residing on the chancel. The children 
then placed the banners in the chest 
and closed it. It is kept closed until 
Easter Vigil, when the children took 
the banners out and hung them in the 
sanctuary. 

—  Submitted by DCE Todd Stevens, 
Immanuel, Broken Arrow

Children bring the Alleluias!

On March 1, Lindsay Roehl 
won the Ponca City Public 
Schools Teacher of the Year 
award. Lindsay and her 
parents and grandparents 
are active members of First 
Lutheran Church, and Lindsay 
is a graduate of First Lutheran School. 
—  Submitted by David Birnbaum, principal,  

First Lutheran School, Ponca City

Teacher of the year

These two very talented young ladies, and mem-
bers of Christ, Perry, made Red Carpet Honor Band 
on Nov. 18. From left, Tali Stover made first chair 
flute and Habbie Colen made first chair saxo-
phone. Congratulations girls on a job well done!  
— Submitted by Barb Walton

Musicians are honored
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Share 
your 
news 
with us

Deadlines:
› August issue– June 15

› September issue–July 15

› October issue–Aug. 15

›  November issue– 
Sept. 15

› December issue–Oct.  15

Send to:
›  jhedrickokdistrict@

gmail.com 
or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 

70, Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-396-9629

We congratulate those 
who are celebrating 90 
years or more!

Adair, Bethlehem 
Wayne and Joyce Schulze 
53 years, May 22

Jackie and Ray Mathison 
55 years, May 25

El Reno, Trinity 
Arthur and Irene Wiedemann 
64 years, May 14. 

Jackie and Ursula Maine 
55 years, May 18

Enid, St Paul’s 
James and Janice Lichtenberg 
56 years, May 18

LaVern and Opal Gragert 
70 years, May 23

Mustang, Christ 
Clyde and Marillyn Wyant 
68 years, May 20

Okarche, St. John’s 
Clifford and Dolores Meyer 
60 years, May 10

Arnold and Arlene ZumMallen 
65 years, May 10

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Jim and Donna Brown 
63 years, May 

Stillwater, Zion 
Milton and Viola Schulze Sr. 
70 years, May 30

Tulsa, Our Savior 
Myron and Margie  Woodward 
65 years, May 17

ANNIVERSARIES
We congratulate those in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are celebrating 50 years or more!

BIRTHDAYS

Belated

Gilferd and Maxine Peters 
61 years, May 12

El Reno, Trinity

Perry, Christ

Jerry and Carol Karcher 
50 years, May 25

Ponca City, First

Joe and Glenda Hager 
54 years, May 16

Donald and Kathryn Ferguson 
54 years, May 22

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Russ and Carole Hansen 
51 years, May 26

Enid, Redeemer 
Eugene and Shirley Sharp 
53 years, April 30

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Verda Wedel 
91 years, May 8

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Jim Waite 
91 years, May 12

Merle Mauck 
94 years, May 30

Ponca City, First 
Howard Nelsen 
92 years, May 14

Lila Kizer 
90 years, May 23

Shawnee,  
Redeemer
Mary Jane 
Bradford 
92 years, 
May 31

Tulsa, Our 
Savior
Helen  
Spielmann 
94 years 
May 17


