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A marvelous Gift to share
The Box
Every year my 
mother would drag 
from the top of the 
closet a tattered 
cardboard box. It 
was amazing how 
such an ugly box 
with torn corners 
and worn flaps 
could generate such 
excitement, but it 
did.

You see, the box contained the Christmas 
tree decorations. There were glass and 
plastic ornaments, leftover aluminum 
icicles neatly wrapped around a piece 
of cardboard, several strings of multi-
colored lights attached to cloth-covered 
wiring. Those aluminum ici-
cles were a pain! My mother 
had visions of each strand 
hanging from the branches 
after being individually and 
uniformly placed. My broth-
ers and I did not share her 
expectations because in our impatience 
we were “clumpers!”

The Star
Toward the bottom of that box was the 
tree topper: an aluminum, five-pointed 
star. It was inset with a star-shaped, 
blue aluminum piece to give color to 
the rest of the shining, silver aluminum 
star. In the middle of the star was a hole 
in which one of the multicolored lights 
would fit. My brother Bruce liked a red 
bulb in the hole, my mother preferred 
white, but I liked a blue bulb inserted 

there to coordinate with the blue alumi-
num inset. 

It really didn’t matter to us that much, 
because the most important part was 
placing the star on the top of the tree as 
the crowning gesture. Over the years, 
two of the points had broken off the star, 
but none of us noticed because to us it 
was still perfect. It was a connecting rod 
to all of our previous Christmases. At 
night, the tree would be lighted and I 
would gaze at the star atop the Christ-
mas tree. I would ask myself, “Could 
the Wise Men have had anything more 
beautiful to lead them to Jesus?”

Leading to Jesus
That aluminum star has long since been 
lost to the ages. For many years an angel 
has topped my Christmas tree. However, 

at times my thoughts go back 
to that star and what seemed 
simpler Christmases. But an 
aluminum star, or an angel 
or even a Christmas tree will 
not lead us to Jesus. Only 

God’s Word can lead us to Jesus. You see, 
with the Word comes the enlightening 
and guiding power of the Holy Spirit. 

The apostle Paul writes that God’s 
inspired Word is “able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ” (2 Tim. 3:15). The written and 
proclaimed Word of God is able to lead 
us to the Word-made-flesh and His great 
salvation. 

The Message
The Word of God leads us to Jesus as 
assuredly as the message of the angel led 

the shepherds and the star led the Magi. 
During these days of Advent and Christ-
mas, we will be privileged to hear that 
precious Word coming to us through the 
voices of pastors, teachers and children. 
Sometimes the one who speaks that pre-
cious Christmas Gospel about Jesus may 
seem to us like that tattered aluminum 
star, that is, a bit bent and broken with 
parts missing. But the message over-
shadows the messenger. 

The Old Testament prophets who 
prepared and led people to the Messiah 
were not slick, well-dressed television 
preachers. Instead, they came in from 
the farm, from tending their flocks; and 
other walks of life, faithfully bearing the 
message inspired by the Holy Spirit. Es-
pecially today is this important as we are 
challenged to look beyond the person of 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 
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n Sunday, Sept. 24, Ablaze 
Church and Christian Acade-
my dedicated its new facility 
at 4901 S. 177 E. Avenue, 

where Tulsa and Broken Arrow come 
together. The Rev. Tim Dreier, Ablaze 
founding pastor and pastor of Our 
Savior, Tulsa, led the dedication and 
preached the sermon, “Empty Me with 
Ablaze”, with help from the Rev. Dr. 
Arthur Spomer, campus pastor. 

Ablaze is an outreach station of Our 
Savior. It includes a child development 
center and a growing gathering of 
worshipers in the multipurpose area 
of the facility. The school was designed 
to accommodate 100 children from 6 
weeks to 5 years of age, and opened at 
70 percent of capacity on Aug. 16, the 
day that state day-care licensing was 
granted. Enrollment is quickly moving 
toward full capacity.

The venture is financed by Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund and construc-
tion was done by Laborers for Christ, 
local sub-contractors and volunteers. 
The facility was designed by Helms 
Associates.

The director of the preschool is Kara 
Lowry, a graduate of the University of 
Oklahoma who was formerly employed 
in Union Public Schools as an early 
childhood education specialist. Her 

educational model is the Reggio Emilia 
approach, from Italy, which stresses dis-
covery and creativity. The school uses 
the Concordia Bible curriculum. 

As campus pastor, Spomer offers 
pastoral care for the children, 
staff and families of Ablaze 
Christian Academy and is 
on site full time. He also is 
responsible for developing 
the congregation, which now 
holds services on Saturday night 
and Sunday morning. Weekend 
worship attendance is now 
averaging 120.

Ablaze Church has a history 
dating back about 12 years 
when some people associ-
ated with Our Savior began to 
meet informally on Sunday nights for 
music, singing and Bible study. Dreier 
recommended that this growing group 
meet regularly and look to forming an 
ongoing mission under the sponsorship 
of Our Savior. It grew and within a 
short time, arrangements were made to 
rent space at Liberty Elementary School 
for a Saturday night service. The band, 
Zion’s Fire, was formed to accompany 
an informal style of worship. People 
from the community were drawn to this 
beginning work. An annual Easter egg 
hunt, attended by hundreds, is still held 

on the school grounds, sponsored by 
Ablaze.

Last decade, a national mission initia-
tive by The Lutheran Church—Missou-
ri Synod — called Ablaze! — challenged 
the church body to begin new outposts 
of witness and ministry by 2017, the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
Consequently, that name was chosen 
to designate this new venture, which 
especially sought to reach the un-
churched and spiritually homeless. 

In time, it was necessary to move and 
County Line Baptist Church made 
space available on Saturday evenings. 
This continued until June 2017. During 
that time, land was purchased at 51st 
Street and Lynn Lane and a commit-
ment was made to develop a preschool 
program as a community outreach in a 
rapidly-growing part of the metropoli-
tan area. 

Our Savior held a campaign in 
2010 that raised $300,000 to 
purchase the land. A second 
campaign provided another 
$300,000 to help finance 
the building construction and 

furnishing. Our Savior gives 
mission support with a plan for 

rapid self-support of the school 
and church venture. No Okla-
homa District mission funds 
have been required.

Twelve years ago, the congrega-
tion of Our Savior stepped out in 

faith to expand God’s kingdom with 
a new community outreach-centered 
facility that would enable the congrega-
tion to grow and strengthen youth and 
young adult opportunities. God’s work 
was and continues to be evident in 
every step of this endeavor. He provid-
ed the land and the workers with the 
skills needed to complete the building 
under budget. He allowed an adjoin-
ing 2.9 acres of land to be available for 
purchase using the existing loan. 

All glory and honor be to God.

— Submitted by Rev. Dr. Arthur Spomer

Ministry is ‘ablaze’ with new facility

Church now has child 
development center
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ANNIVERSARIES
We congratulate those in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are celebrating 50 years or more!

December
Claremore, Redeemer 
Rev. Fred and Dorothy Naumann 
59 years, Dec. 10

Bob and Virginia Funkhouser 
54 years, Dec. 21

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Charles and Ferne Herman 
64 years, Dec. 20

El Reno, Trinity 
John and Charlene Creed 
60 years, Dec. 16

Enid, St. Paul 
Don and Betty Herth 
60 years, Dec. 21

Fairmont, Zion 
Tom and Cheryl Pritchett 
50 years, Dec. 15

Kingfisher, Emmanuel 
Ervin and Julia Willmn 
57 years, Dec. 10

Mustang, Christ 
Charlie and Mabel Mailand 
61 years, Dec. 27

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Bill and Kay Osborn 
54 years, Dec. 30

Owasso, Faith 
Jim and Sylvia  Tweet 
58 years, Dec. 30

Perry, Christ 
Terry and Judy Leonard 
52 years, Dec. 18

Ponca City, First 
Wayne and Erlene Penny 
60 years, Dec. 27

Tulsa, Good Shepherd 
Carl and Nancy Nienhuser 
62 years, Dec. 11

Watonga, Mount Calvary 
Leroy and Ruth Lage 
60 years, Dec. 21

Alva, Zion

El Reno, Trinity

George and Ermaleen Sykes 
64 years, Dec. 20

Ray and Claudette Brown 
56 years, Dec. 24

Corky and Esther McIver 
50 years, Dec. 1

Gary and Loretta Lemke 
59 years, Dec. 21

Earnie and JoAnn Bomhoff 
60 years, Dec. 23

Tulsa, Our Savior

Gerald and Dawn Baehler 
57 years, Dec. 22

Shawnee, Redeemer

Oz and Delores Bradshaw 
62 years, Dec. 20

Skiatook,  
Shepherd of the Hills

Richard and Sharon Postier 
56 years, Dec. 9

The Rev. Matthew Nolte, a 
former member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Enid, will 
portray Jesus on the Luther-
an Hour Ministries float in 
the Tournament of Roses 
Parade on Jan. 1.  

This will be the fourth time 
Pastor Matt, as he is known 
by his parishioners, will be in 
this role. He is pastor of St. 
Paul, Agoura Hills, Calif., and 
Redeemer, Thousand Oaks, 
Calif.

He graduated from Concor-
dia Seminary, St. Louis, in 
2007 and has since faithfully 
served St. Paul. He was called 
to also serve Redeemer in 
January 2016. Matthew and 
his wife, Nikki (pictured), 

have five children, ages 4 to 13. 
He is the son of Gerald and Joyce 
Nolte of Enid.

— Submitted by Gerald Noelte

Enid native has divine role
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Share your news with us
Deadlines:
› February issue, Dec. 15 › March issue, Jan. 15
Send to:
›  jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-396-9629

MESSAGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

our pastor, who may seem to us to be a battered aluminum star 
with some points missing. We are challenged to hear through 
him the voice of the “Christmas angel” bearing Good News to 
us as he retells that very familiar story of our salvation in and 
through the Christ Child. 

It is a story that never grows old, but comes fresh and new and 
love-filled each time we hear it and share it. My prayer for you, 
Saints of Oklahoma, is that you also become for someone that 
star, that angel voice leading them to Jesus. What a marvelous 
Christmas Gift we have to share, and God has paid all the ship-
ping and handling costs for us! 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord.”  
— Luke 2:10-11

Have a Christ-blessed Christmas!

BIRTHDAYS
We congratulate those 
who are celebrating 90 
years or more!

Irene Humphries  
92 years, Dec. 30

Stillwater, Zion 
Annabel Chadwick 
91 years, Dec. 9

Ernie Dirks 
92 years, Dec. 18

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Patsy Warfield 
90 years, Dec. 26

Tulsa, Our Savior 
Ivalene Pippen 
91 years, Dec. 12

Woodward, Trinity 
Alex Fritzer 
90 years, Dec. 21

Blackwell, St. John’s 
Naomi Kahle 
90 years, Dec. 8

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Lena Kosted 
92 years, Dec. 15

Covington, St. John 
Mary Wyssman 
97 years, Dec. 22

Cushing, Our Redeemer 
Don Roby 
92 years, Dec. 24

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Harvey Koehn 
93 years, Dec. 14

Fairmont, Zion 
Imogene Taylor 
90 years, Dec. 3

Lawton, St. John’s 
Martha Pletch 
90 years, Dec. 5

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Betty Joyce Malwick 
93 years, Dec. 11

Ponca City, First 
George Nix 
94 years, Dec. 8

Ellis McCulley 
92 years, Dec. 17

Blackwell, 
Trinity
Marilyn  
Vandermeer
92 years, 
Dec. 17

Cushing,  
Our Redeemer
La Verne  
Morris
90 years, 
Dec. 4

El Reno, 
Trinity
Maxine  
Boevers
91 years 
Dec. 28

We have an opportunity for a mission trip to Lake Amatitlan, 
Guatemala, for MOST Ministries (Mission Opportunities Short 
Term) March 16-24. We will use our Oklahoma District mission 
grant for the 2016-18 biennium, in the amount of $6,000. 

The participants will conduct an eyeglass clinic. Using a very 
simple testing system, team members will distribute eyeglasses 
to those in need who live in or near the community being served. 
During the daily clinics, team members will test patient’s eyes 
and then fit them with the appropriate corrective lenses. 

Depending on the number of team members, 100 to 300 people 
can be served daily. Training will be provided by the leader as-
signed to our team. We will join another group from Florida. 

We are in the process of accepting applications for this trip. 
Each qualified applicant will receive $1,000 from the mission 
grant to help cover expenses. Cost of the trip is about $2,400. 
Each participant will need to cover the remainder of the expens-
es, which can be raised through donations or fundraisers. If you 
have ever thought about going on a mission trip, please consider 
this trip with your LWML sisters.

Applications can be printed at the LWML Oklahoma District 
website. Fill out the form and send it to Sharon Schmidt, (ad-
dress is on the form). For more information, call using a number 
on the application or send an email to sharonschmidt216@
gmail.com. The form needs to be received by Dec. 10. 

— Submitted by Sharon Schmidt

INTERESTED IN MISSION 
TRIP TO GUATEMALA?
HURRY: Applications due Dec. 10
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