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The ‘real work’ of the Reformation
Now What?
As Augusta 
approached her 
100th birthday, 
her physical health 
was good and her 
mind was clear. Her 
family determined 
to make this mon-
umental milestone 
a grand gala. After 
all, 100 years was 
quite a blessing!

Many hours of family time were invested 
in the celebration preparations. Invi-
tations were sent. Decorations were 
acquired. The church hall was procured. 
Augusta’s centennial celebration was 
the topic that dominated every family 
conversation throughout 
the year. And even Augus-
ta began anticipating the 
festive day. 

When the day of her 100th 
birthday arrived, people 
flocked into the hall bearing 
gifts and cards. There was a buffet line 
with Augusta’s favorite foods including 
fried chicken, mashed potatoes and 
white gravy, as well as an assortment 
of fruits, veggies, and oh, the desserts. 
After a program involving the multiple 
generations of her family, a birthday 
cake was brought, burning brightly with 
100 candles. The attendees sang “Happy 
Birthday” followed by “God’s blessings 
to you.” Then Augusta, with the help of 
her great-grandchildren, blew out the 
candles. 

Several individuals called out, “Speech! 
Speech!” Everyone chuckled. Then Au-

gusta thanked her family for 
the party, thanked everyone 
for coming, and then asked, 
“Now what?” The heavy 
silence was soon broken with 
laughter! But it was a good 
question. She just wanted to 

know where do we go from here … what 
do we plan for now.

Looking Around 
After the resurrection from the dead of 
our Lord Jesus, He spent 40 days on 
earth with His disciples. In that time He 
taught and counseled them while also 
preparing them for His departure from 
their presence. On the 40th day, He 
would ascend into heaven and would no 
longer be bodily present with them.

Meanwhile, they soaked up every mo-

ment with Him. They wanted to bask in 
the warm glow of His earthly presence. 
But He made sure they were prepared 
for His departure: 

“You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.”  
— Acts 1:8

So on that 40th day as Jesus ascended 
bodily into heaven, the disciples stared 
into the sky. Two angels snapped them to 
attention: “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into heaven?” (Acts 1:11).

He is coming back! They also knew the 
answer to “What now?” Empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, they would become 
dynamic witnesses of Jesus Christ and 
His great salvation. Their witnessing 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

SEE MESSAGE, PAGE 4

THANKSGIVING 
BLESSINGS 

Saints of Oklahoma!

We move beyond our  
Reformation celebrations to our spiritual 
calling of being Christ’s witnesses, starting 
nearby and going into the world.”LC
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As the first bands of Hurricane Har-
vey barreled into the Texas coast, the 
LWML Oklahoma District was making 
plans to respond. The devastation left 
in the wake of the tornado in Moore in 
May 2013 had taught The Voice of Ser-
vice editor Karen Karner what would be 
needful following a disaster: the peace 
that comes from knowing that God is in 
control and the warmth brought from 
the hug of one who empathizes. 

Karner set out to make this happen for 
those suffering in Harvey’s aftermath. 
First, St. John’s Lutheran Church and 
School, Moore, a congregation that 
was central to providing relief in the 
aftermath of the tornado, was secured 
to receive donated items. Second, 
Facebook was enlisted as the way to 
update district members on needs in 
Texas. Through additional help from 
the LCMS Oklahoma District, word 
was spread to district congregations 
for donations of spiritual-care kits and 
quilts to be delivered to St. John’s.

On Saturday, Sept. 9, Karen and her 
spouse, Carl, loaded their van with 39 

quilts, 39 spiritual-care kits, pillows, 
sheets and devotional materials from 
Immanuel, Oklahoma City; Christ, 
Perry; Zion, Stillwater; and St. John’s, 
Moore. The following Sunday, Jennifer 
Karner, LWML Oklahoma District 
Young Woman Representative and Carl 
and Karen’s daughter, accompanied 
her mother to bring the donations to 
Steve Fruendt, a member of Lamb of 
God Lutheran Church, Flower Mound, 
Texas, and its Holy Cow Smokers 
ministry. A week later, the donations 
were transported to the affected areas 
of Texas, where the Holy Cow Smokers 
were scheduled to cook and serve 6,000 
meals. 

The generous giving continues: Con-
cordia Life Care Community, Oklaho-
ma City, and King of Kings Lutheran 
Church, Glenpool, have contacted 
Karen about making donations, and 
LWML societies are still delivering do-
nated items to St. John’s, Moore. Karen 
made another delivery to Lamb of God, 
Flower Mound, Texas, the weekend of 
Sept. 22-24, and she continues to plan 
deliveries as needed. 

Anyone interested in donating for the 
needs in Texas should go facebook.com/
OklahomaLWML for updates on the 
needs, then arrange for delivery of their 
donations to St. John’s, Moore.

On Saturday, July 29, a 
group of fellow travelers 
from Trinity Lutheran 
Church, El Reno, returned 
from seeing the Creation 
Museum in Petersburg, Ky. 
and Ark Encounter in nearby 
Williamstown. A trip worth 
taking and sights worth 
seeing! — Submitted by Rev. 
Donald Hefta

Group sees Bible 
come to life

LWML responds to flooding in Texas
More help needed 
for those affected 
by Harvey 
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A search 
boat 
traverses 
flooding 
from 
Hurricane 
Harvey on 
Sept. 1 in 
Houston.



CELEBRATIONS

NOVEMBER 2017 / 3

ANNIVERSARIES
We congratulate those in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are celebrating 50 years or more!

November

Belated

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Bob and Diane Seemann 
55 years, Nov. 18

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Gene and Jan Queri 
55 years, Nov. 17

Everett and Lee Dora Casto 
62 years, Nov. 19

Jim and Nancy Voight 
65 years, Nov. 26

Enid, St Paul 
Kenneth and Cheryl Holtzen 
50 years, Nov. 18

Fairmont, Zion  
John and Darla Schminke 
51 years, Nov. 5

Okarche, St. John’s 
Freddie and Jeannie Peters 
51 years, Nov. 4

Larry and Judi Heald 
54 years, Nov. 24

Marlin and Judi Heald 
54 years, Nov. 24

Shawnee, Redeemer 
William and Cheryl Denney 
56 years, Nov. 11

Stillwater, Zion 
Bill and Jean Heister 
54 years, Nov. 30

BIRTHDAYS
We congratulate those 
who are celebrating 90 
years or more!

Bethany, Lutheran  
Church of Our Savior

Bobby and Shirley Fox 
56 years, Nov. 10

Broken Arrow, Trinity

Truman and Linda Criss 
57 years, Nov. 26

Claremore, Redeemer

Wayne and Alma Bortz 
52 years, Nov. 26

Perry, Christ

Glen and Margaret Seeliger 
64 years, Nov. 14

Ponca City, First Tulsa, Our Savior

Dan and Carla McGregor 
55 years, Nov. 20

Larry and Launa Rheuark 
50 years, Nov. 16

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Dorothy Burkhart 
95 years, Nov. 22

Marge DeFrees 
94 years, Nov. 22

Ruth Holmes 
93 years, Nov. 24

Ann McMahon 
98 years, Nov. 27

Bethany, Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior 
Flo Boneau 
91 years, Nov. 7

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Mary Maslanka 
92 years, Nov. 13

Pearline Medlin 
92 years, Nov. 13

Covington, St. John’s 
Keith Schoeling 
91 years, Nov. 9

Cushing, Redeemer 
Melvin Oestmann 
91 years, Nov. 1

El Reno, Trinity 
Miriam Biegel 
94 years, Nov. 2

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Marjorie Chandler 
92 years, Nov. 8

Kingfisher, Emmanuel 
Ervin Willms 
90 years, Nov. 10

Mustang, Christ 
Clyde Wyant 
92 years, Nov. 4

Norman, Trinity 
Helen Higbee 
99 years, Nov. 27

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Betty Renth 
91 years, Nov. 8

Mildred Kiefer 
94 years, Nov. 29

Oklahoma City, Zion 
Rev. Harold Kamman 
93 years, Nov. 8

Ponca City, First 
Rosemary Rutter 
96 years, Nov. 1

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
John Woods 
96 years, Nov.8

Tulsa, Our Savior 
John Schneider 
92 years, Nov. 25

Perry, Christ
Monzell  
Pollman
98 years,  
Nov. 29

Ponca City, 
First
Margaret 
Nelsen
90 years, 
Nov. 5

Tulsa, Christ 
the Redeemer
Phyllis McKay
91 years 
Nov. 9

Claremore, Redeemer 
Ruth Ritter, 91 years, Oct. 7

El Reno, Trinity 
Helen King , 91 years, Sept. 25
Betty Heinrich, 91 years, Oct. 26
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Share your news with us
Deadlines:
› January issue, Nov. 15 › February issue, Dec. 15
Send to:
›  jhedrickokdistrict@gmail.com or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-396-9629

LCEFMESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

would start with them looking around to see 
the many sheep without a shepherd, the 
hurting hearts and the trembling souls. 

Lutheran 500 Folk 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, our Oklahoma District, our 
congregations and Lutherans throughout the world have in-
vested much time and many resources in celebrating the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. With such a focus on remem-
bering and celebrating the events of Oct. 31, 1517, we now find 
ourselves in November. Like Augusta, we must ask ourselves 
the questions “Now What?” and “Where do we go from here?” 

Over my years of premarital counseling, I have encountered 
couples who readily invest much energy and money on the 
wedding day, but fail to make preparations for the marriage. 
Premarital counseling prepares them to answer Augusta’s 
question. 

As Lutheran 500 folk, it is my hope that consideration of our 
rich Lutheran heritage is not merely relegated to history, but 
a springboard for investing in our present and future ministry 
for Christ. The 500th anniversary of the Reformation was 
not intended to be a cheerleading routine for Martin Luther. 
Instead, its intention was to remind us of the powerful foun-
dation stones upon which our Lutheran Faith is built… with 
Christ as the Chief Cornerstone! 

Understanding the great truths of the Reformation we need 
not ask ourselves, “Where do we go from here?” Because we 
know where we go from here! Jesus told us: 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have com-
manded you.” —Matt. 28:19-20 

That Great Commission has not changed for more then 2,000 
years. Luther understood it! The reformers understood it! The 
Saxon Lutherans in Missouri understood it! And Oklahoma 
Lutherans continue to understand it! We have celebrated and 
rejoiced, so now we roll up our sleeves and get to the real work 
of the Reformation: going, making disciples, baptizing and 
teaching. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we move beyond 
our Reformation celebrations to our spiritual calling of being 
Christ’s witnesses, starting nearby and going into the world!

Earn 3 percent with 
ConnectPLUS 
Term Note
ConnectPLUS is for the new LCEF investor who 

wants to experience the over-and-above reward of 
supporting LCMS ministries — ultimately helping 

to expand the kingdom of God.

Realize not only the financial benefits that LCEF offers, 
but start a new relationship with LCEF, the financial arm 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

Features of ConnectPLUS:
▶  Open with a minimum of $500.

▶  Earn a fixed rate on the first $5,000 (principal and interest) 
during the two-year term.

▶  Balance above $5,000 earns second- 
tier fixed rate.

▶  Additional investments of $25 or more allowed during the 
term.

▶  Available to new LCEF investors only; one account per inves-
tor.

▶  At the end of the term, the funds remain yours to re-invest or 
redeem.

▶  Interest compounded and paid quarterly (March, June,  
September, December).

For more information, 
contact Jeff Maltz, LCEF  
vice-president, at 785- 
230-4112 ext 118 or jeffrey.
maltz@lcef.org. 


