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Faith alone, in Christ alone
Holy Rollers
The old school 
building set just 
east of the railroad 
tracks along Main 
Street in beautiful 
downtown Orlan-
do. It had paid the 
price of a long va-
cancy: the outside 
was unpainted, 
the window panes 
were smashed, the 
doors were swung open, critters homed 
there and birds nested in it. 

Then one day a group of people began 
working on the old building. They 
cleaned the inside, painted the outside, 
repaired the roof, put in new 
window panes, evicted the 
critters and placed a sign 
above the front door: Ho-
liness Tabernacle. Orlando 
boasted of having only three 
churches: Evangelical Unit-
ed Brethren, Christian Church—Disci-
ples of Christ, and St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. So another church in town was 
somewhat odd. 

When the services began, they lasted all 
morning and into the afternoon. Out of 
curiosity my cousin and I would perch 
ourselves across the road with a view 
through the open front door. There 
were hands waving, people dancing, 
loud singing and boisterous preach-
ing. We asked a neighbor what type 
of church it was. She replied, “They’re 

Holy Rollers! They have to feel God to 
know He’s with them and when they 
feel God then they do a lot of whoopin’ 
and hollerin’!” 

The life of the Holiness Tabernacle was 
short-lived, but it was the first time I 
had ever heard the term “Holy Rollers.” 

Not So Holy Sola
At Luther’s time and in the earth-
ly church today, there is still a lot of 
emphasis on personal experience and 
feeling. I recently read a satirical article 
talking about something called “sola 
feels.” While the article was a spoof, 
sadly, the truth of it is more widespread 
that we think. The article explained 
that an influential group of the nation’s 
top progressive evangelical authors, 

speakers and bloggers re-
cently met in Portland, Ore., 
to draft the doctrine of “Sola 
Feels.” 

It was explained that Sola 
Feels means that all spiritual 

truths only become true once they are 
filtered through and accepted by our 
“feels” (feelings). Thus, things that 
make us feel bad are wrong, and the 
things that give us a happy “feel” are 
true, right and good. Whoa! This whole 
idea is disturbing to my “feel!” 

Luther agued against the Enthusiasts 
of his day, who believed a person had 
to feel the presence of the Holy Spirit 
and Christ or they could not be sure 
that they were saved. I saw this “feeling” 
emphasis as I watched the Holy Rollers 
in Orlando. We see it in what many 

term the “feel-good” churches. But even 
worse, if a belief system is based on 
feelings, then get ready to be deceived 
because feelings can be and are decep-
tive. Our feelings are vulnerable to the 
devil’s twisting and misuse. 

Holy Solas
October will be marked with obser-
vances and celebrations of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. The 
Oklahoma District has been planning 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 
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regional celebrations for Sunday, Oct. 
29, and, because of the distance in some 
regions, various circuits are planning 
special services as well. 

Lutherans are being called to remember 
the legacy we have from the work of 
Martin Luther. We can summarize his 
work by simply considering the “solas” 
which he rediscovered in his study of 
the Holy Scriptures: Sola Christus, Sola 
Gratia, Sola Fide and Sola Scriptura. In 
English they read: Christ Alone, Grace 
Alone, Faith Alone and Scripture Alone. 

When tied together they reveal to us the 

very foundation of our hope for 
forgiveness of sins, life and 
salvation, for we are truly 
saved by Christ Alone by 
Grace Alone through Faith 
Alone as revealed to us in 
Scripture Alone. No wonder 
Luther was so excited when 
he rediscovered these truths! 
What a legacy has been passed 
on to us! May we never take it lightly or 
consider it outdated and obsolete. 

These solas impact our daily life as well 
as our eternity. They are not based on 
feelings, but on God’s solid Word and 
promise. Our salvation is not based 
on whether we feel saved but upon 

God’s sure Word and promise 
that Christ has saved us from 

our sins! The solas of the 
Reformation remind us that 
whether we feel His pres-
ence or not, He is with us; 
whether we feel forgiven or 

not, we are forgiven; whether 
we feel good enough for God 

or not, Christ t declared us good 
enough by His grace! Remember, you 
are a Reformation person and Refor-
mation people cling to Christ Alone, 
Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture 
Alone! 

Trusting those truths, I can feel His 
peace!

Jordyn Kleinberg, left, and Taylor 
Mueller on Aug. 6 were commissioned 
and installed as teachers at Immanuel 
Lutheran Christian Academy (ILCA) 
in Broken Arrow. Kleinberg will teach 
fourth grade and Mueller will teach 
high school history and Bible.
Submitted by  Nathan Armer, ILCA Board of 
Trustees president

The Rev. Mark J. Blakeman was ordained and installed as pastor of Zion, 
Fairmont. Clergy present were, from left (front row) the Revs. Scott Burmeister, 
W.R. Rains, Barrie Henke, Blakeman, George Borghardt III, Chris Hall, Martin 
Herzberg; (back row) Jonathan Meyer, Carlton Reimer, Ken Wade, Chris Griffith, 
Tom House, Timothy Dorsch, Gregory Brown and Velmar Goebel. Borghardt, 
pastor of Zion, McHenry, Ill., served as preacher. — Submitted by Rita Rains

For God so loved the world… John 3:16

The heart of God is behind all that we are and 
do . . . 

He has loved us so … seen in His only 
begotten Son … His cross and sacrifice … 
His cherished blood for us … shed for the 
forgiveness of sins

Without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins. heb. 9:22

Therefore we lift high the cross of Christ…

Guiding our thanks and praise and service…

For as often as you eat this bread and drink  
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until  

LWML has new logo

He comes. 1 Cor. 11:26

So that His heart is impressed upon our own 
… and by the Spirit we are blessed with joy 
and peace…

Serve the Lord with gladness! Ps. 100:2

Therefore, the LWML lifts high the cross of 
Christ, guiding our thanks and praise and 
service.

Dianna Just 
President, Oklahoma District LWML
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ANNIVERSARIES
We congratulate those in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are celebrating 50 years or more!

October
Tulsa, Our Savior

Belated

Blackwell, 
Trinity 
Betty Smith
93 years, 
Oct. 4

Adair, Bethlehem 
Lambert and Emma Lou Peper 
54 years, Oct. 5

George and Arlene Hugley 
60 years, Oct. 20

Edmond, Holy Trinity
Bob and Elsie Schatz 
60 years, Oct. 6

Larry and Marquita Whitaker 
58 years, Oct. 23

Norman, Trinity 
Peter and Kay Brueckner 
58 years, Oct. 3

Blackwell, Trinity

Charles and Waunda Storck 
52 years, Oct. 23

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Bill and Donna Rieck 
59 years, Oct. 11

Jim and Helen Waite 
65 years, Oct. 25

Darryl and Jonie Luber 
61 years, Oct. 28

Ponca City, First 
Lawrence and Leola Rippe 
63 years, Oct. 24

Stillwater, Zion 
Stan and Virginia Benson 
57 years, Oct. 15

Hooker, St. John’s

Tom and Vickie Arnold 
50 years, Oct. 6

Perry, Christ

Gene and Virginia Hentges 
66 years, Oct. 6

Ralph and Wynona Passow 
58 years, Oct. 31

Ponca City, First

Gary and Kathryn Horton 
52 years, Oct. 1

John and Edna Powers 
63 years, Oct. 19

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Marty and Rosalie Weber 
51 years, Oct. 8

Bill and Maryann Sarver 
63 years, Oct. 16

Cushing, Lutheran  
Church of Our Redeemer

Charles and Linda Watkins 
50 years, Sept. 3

Hooker, St. John’s

Larry and Vickie Hofferber 
50 years, Aug. 11

BIRTHDAYS
We congratulate those 
who are celebrating 90 
years or more!
Enid, St. Paul’s 
Melvin Schroeder 
94 years, Oct. 7
Harvey Olson 
90 years, Oct. 22

Fairmont, Zion 
Arnold Schweer 
99 years, Oct. 27

Mustang, Christ 
Marillyn Wyant 
91 years, Oct. 1

Norman, Trinity 
Valerie Kramer 
92 years, Oct. 2
Arlene Dougherty 
96 years, Oct. 15
Carol Bastian 
90 years, Oct. 21

Perry, Christ 
Geneva Briegge 
94 years, Oct. 1

Stillwater, Zion 
Milton Schulze Sr. 
93 years, Oct. 4



DISTRICT NEWS

4 / OKLAHOMA

Share your news with us
Deadlines:
› December issue, Oct. 15 › January issue, Nov. 15
› February issue, Dec. 15

Send to:
›  OKLuthwitness@aol.com or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-396-9629

LCEF

Help kids 
learn to save
Often we struggle to find the most appropriate gift to show 

our love to family and friends. What about giving a gift 
that continues to give? Consider beginning a Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund (LCEF) investment for your children, grand-
children, nieces or nephews. 

The investment will grow along with them, while providing 
funds for Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod churches, schools, 
universities, child-care centers and other ministries to expand 
the Kingdom.

Join the Y.I. Club with a Y.I. StewardAccount®
With an investment of just $25 to open the Y.I. StewardAc-
count, your young investor becomes a Y.I. Club member with 
special fun activities that grow with three different age levels.

Y.I. StewardAccount Features:
▶  Minimum of $25 to open account
▶  Premium interest rate of 3.5 percent on balances up to  

$1,000
▶  Savings grow with the child, but are accessible
▶  Checks and debit card available to custodian
▶  Debit card available at age 16
▶  Interest compounded and paid monthly
▶  Make additional investments with checks or Y.I. Stamps

For more information, 
contact Jeff Maltz, LCEF  
vice-president, at 785- 
230-4112 ext 118 or jeffrey.
maltz@lcef.org. 

CLUB

lcef.org

Familiar voices return to radio
Beginning Nov. 5, the weekly broadcast of 
“The Lutheran Hour” will feature the Rev. 
Dr. Kenneth R. Klaus and the Rev. Dr. Dale A. 
Meyer, former speakers for the radio program 
from 2002 to 2010, and from 1989 to 2001, 
respectively. 

The regular appearances of Klaus and Meyer 
are part of a transition plan being implement-
ed following current Speaker Rev. Dr. Gregory 
Seltz’s recent acceptance of a call to serve as the first 
executive director of the LCMS Lutheran Center for Religious 
Liberty in Washington, D.C. Seltz’s last “Lutheran Hour” broad-
cast will air Sunday, Oct. 29.

Meyer

 Klaus


