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OKLAHOMA

Avoiding the ‘same old’
The Perch
As a kid our 
house was set on 
the corner of 
Main Street and 
Highway 77 in the 
city center of beau-
tiful downtown 
Orlando. Directly 
across the highway 
to the east was 
our Texaco service 
station; on the north-
east corner was the lumberyard; on the 
northwest corner was the beer joint. A 
large, old cedar tree grew on the edge 
of our yard between our house and the 
beer joint. The tree was great for climb-
ing, and one branch in particular gave a 
tremendous view of all the happenings 
on Main Street, and especially the beer 
joint. It became my perch to watch all 
the action and no one knew I was there.

The Dilemma
One day while perched on my branch, 
old Joe rode up the back streets on a 
white, swayback horse headed for the 
beer joint. Joe was known as the local 
drunk and had lost his driving privileg-
es several times. This was one of those 
times. He had appropriated the horse 
from somewhere and now used it as 
his mode of transportation in order to 
pick up some beer. He tied the horse 
in back of the two story tin-sided beer 
joint, went in for some liberal libation, 
returned to the steed somewhat inebri-
ated while carrying a brown paper bag 
obviously containing a six pack or two. 

Then the dilemma: how do you mount 
the horse while clutching the sack of 
beer? Old Joe tried several times to 
mount it. Once he slid right 
over the horse’s sway back, 
landing hard on the ground. 
Another time he mounted 
the horse but was facing 
backward. Finally after 
several more attempts, he 
successfully mounted the steed facing 
the proper direction, but he looked 
down to see the sack of beer setting on 
the ground. He quietly laughed to him-
self, dismounted, picked up the sack 
and led the horse down the back streets 
out of town. 

Gospel Planning
September usually marks the time 
when church schedules shift into high 
gear. Folks seem to be more focused 

on worship, primarily because Sunday 
school and confirmation programs ac-
celerate. As a congregation moves into 

such a renewal time, it is 
important in our program-
ming to know where we are 
going and how we are going 
to get there. We sometimes 
fall into the trap of doing 
the “same old, same old” be-

cause it takes less energy and planning. 

In my opinion, this attitude is both an 
insult to the mission of Christ entrust-
ed to us, as well as an insult to those 
souls entrusted to our spiritual care. 
Jesus desires for us to take seriously the 
preaching and teaching of His Word, 
and this means planning for the best 
way to do so. I may not agree with old 
Joe’s life choices, but he knew where 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 
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he was going, he knew how to get there 
and he was willing to modify the plan! 

Throughout my years of ministry, there 
have been those times when I have 
ushered in September with a surprised 
look on my face. Consequently, due to 
a lack of planning for communicating 
the Gospel message, I have sometimes 
found myself facing backward on the 
horse, or noticing the goods left on the 
ground out of my reach! As Lutherans 
we have in our possession the power-
ful Gospel of Jesus Christ, which frees 
sinners from guilt, spiritual bondage 
and hell itself. 

What is the best way for you and your 
congregation to share this powerful 
message of salvation within your specif-
ic community and through your unique 
ministries? We are obliged to prayerful-
ly seek the Holy Spirit’s direction that 
souls may be impacted and the name of 
Jesus be glorified through us and our 
congregation! 

It Is Our Task
As blood-washed children of God, 
none of us can leave this planning to 
someone else. The responsibility to 
effectively share the Gospel belongs to 
each of us. 

The apostle Paul gave words of encour-
agement to Timothy that we can also 

take to heart:
“Pursue righteous-
ness, godliness, 
faith, love, stead-
fastness, gentle-
ness. Fight the 
good fight of faith. 
Take hold of the 
eternal to which you were called.”  
1 Tim. 6:11-12

Taking hold of eternal life also means 
for us to share it so that others empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit might take hold 
of it! Let’s get on the horse facing the 
right way, holding the Gospel, and be 
led by the Spirit in sharing it where we 
are in the most effective way!

On Sunday, Aug. 6, the members of Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, Shawnee, honored the Rev. Myron C. 
Maltz, of Norman, on the occasion of the 50th anni-
versary of his ordination into the Holy Ministry 

Maltz also served as preacher for the vacationing Rev. 
Lewis Walters. The members of Redeemer honored 
Rev. Maltz and his wife, Dorothy, with an open house 
after both morning services. A display table featured 
many pictures, articles and items highlighting his 50 
years in ministry.  

Maltz was ordained on Aug. 6, 1967, at Grace Luther-
an Church, Iola, Kan. The Rev. Charles Niemann, 
circuit visitor, officiated. 

He has served parishes in Kansas, Illinois, Iowa and 
Oklahoma. All five children of his children and their 
families were in attendance for the observance: Mi-
chael from Germantown, Wis.; Jeffrey from Guthrie; 
Timothy from Denton, Texas; Jonathan from Wichita, 
Kan.; and Michelle from Oklahoma City.

— Submitted by Carol McGavern

Happy 

50!

Recently received into membership at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Claremore, through the Rite of Confirmation were 
Aaron and Candice Purcell with sons Cody 
and Landon, and Dena Thornburg. Pictured 
with the new members is the Rev. Virgil T. 
Bening, interim pastor.

Family grows in Claremore
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Broken Arrow, Trinity

Carl and Judy Hefley
55 years, Sept. 28

Lawton, St. John

Ron and Helen Ramming 
59 years, Sept. 27

Richard and Loveta Matthys 
67 years, Sept. 23

ANNIVERSARIES
We congratulate those in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are celebrating 50 years or more!

September
Adair, Bethlehem 
E. C. and Shirley Peper 
56 years, Sept. 16

Fred and Jane Harding 
51 years, Sept. 30

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Ed and Carolyn Savage 
57 years, Sept. 19

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Bill and Opal Raimond 
53 years, Sept. 5

Claremore, Redeemer 
Huey and Bonnie Schulze 
60 years, Sept. 29

Duncan, Good Shepherd 
Jerry and Lois Creel 
64 years, Sept. 5

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Richard and Lu Barratiere 
52 years, Sept. 11

Carlton and Georgianna Schmitz 
53 years, Sept. 12

Donald and Jo Ann Knutson 
61 years, Sept. 15

Fred and Carolyn Van Wieren 
62 years, Sept. 30

Enid, St Paul’s 
Walter and Pat Lemke 
59 years, Sept. 6

Gerald and Joyce Nolte 
50 years, Sept. 23

Fairland, St. Paul’s 
Harley and Wanda Phariss 
69 years, Sept. 19

Walter and Natalie Dauer 
54 Years, Sept. 28

Fairmont, Zion 
Ted and Virginia Loesch 
55 years, Sept 2

J.C. and Velda Pralle 
56 years, Sept 3

James and Shirley Gash 
61 years, Sept 30

Miami, Mount Olive 
Tom and Eleanor Mapes 
60 years, Sept. 28

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Travis and Margaret Simpson 
54 years, Sept. 2

Al and Marj Seeliger 
58 years, Sept. 4

Rev. Fred and Marlene Muenchow 
57 years, Sept. 4

Earle and Margaret Wagner 
57 years, Sept. 11

Robert and Iris Wilson 
60 years, Sept. 22

Marvin and Dorothy Kramer 
57 years, Sept. 24

Owasso, Faith 
Elmer and Doris Schmall 
58 years, Sept. 11

Perry, Christ 
Max and Sherry Adams 
56 years, Sept. 2

Fred and Karen Peterman 
57 years, Sept. 4

Allen and Carrol Piel 
56 years, Sept. 29

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Jim and Norma Blackburn 
62 years, Sept. 4

Perry, Christ

Gene and Stella Kroll 
63 years, Sept. 2Broken Arrow, Immanuel

Bob and Jean Seiler 
54 years, Sept. 21

Belated
Hooker, St. John’s 
Larry and Vickie Hofferber 
50 years, May 22

Mustang, Christ 
Frank and Barbara Stegall 
53 years, Aug. 15

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Duane and Donna Anderson 
58 years, Sept. 5

Lynn and Sandy Moeller 
53 years, Sept. 12

Shawnee, Redeemer

Don and Ruth Sutherland 
61 years, Sept. 2



Belated
Mustang, Christ 
Susie Brewster 
91 years, Aug. 7

CELEBRATIONS
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Share your news with us
Please email anniversary and birthday information and 
photos no later than the 15th of each month, two months 
prior to the publication month.

Deadlines:
› November issue, Sept. 15
› December issue, Oct. 15

Send to:
›  OKLuthwitness@aol.com or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-396-9629

BIRTHDAYS
We congratulate those 
who are celebrating 
90 years or more!

LCEF

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Pearl Poellot 
91 years, Sept. 7

Mildred Schnackenberg 
91 years, Sept. 12

Cushing, Our Redeemer 
Donald Brown 
93 years, Sept. 30

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Pauline Henke 
90 years, Sept. 24

Broken Arrow, 
Immanuel
Dorothy  
Heirich
90 years, 
Sept. 4

Broken Arrow, 
Immanuel
Virginia 
Herout
94 years,  
Sept. 13

Ponca City, 
First
Verna  
Rosebeary
92 years,  
Sept. 20

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Alvina Frazier 
94 years, Sept. 23

Kitty Ernst 
93 years, Sept. 26

Dorothy Grob 
90 years, Sept. 29

Okarche, St. John’s 
Dorothy Schroeder 
97 years, Sept. 21

Stillwater, Zion 
Hilda Kaiser 
99 years, Sept. 14

Skiatook, 
Shepherd of 
the Hills
Eileen  
Barnes
97 years, 
Sept. 16

Watonga, 
Mount  
Calvary
Henry  
Oppel
90 years, 
Sept. 25

Earn 3 percent with 
ConnectPLUS 
Term Note
ConnectPLUS is for the new LCEF investor who 

wants to experience the over-and-above reward of 
supporting LCMS ministries — ultimately helping 

to expand the kingdom of God.

Realize not only the financial benefits that LCEF offers, 
but start a new relationship with LCEF, the financial arm 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

Features of ConnectPLUS:
▶  Open with a minimum of $500.

▶  Earn a fixed rate on the first $5,000 (principal and interest) 
during the two-year term.

▶  Balance above $5,000 earns second- 
tier fixed rate.

▶  Additional investments of $25 or more allowed during the 
term.

▶  Available to new LCEF investors only; one account per inves-
tor.

▶  At the end of the term, the funds remain yours to re-invest or 
redeem.

▶  Interest compounded and paid quarterly (March, June,  
September, December).

For more information, 
contact Jeff Maltz, LCEF  
vice-president, at 785- 
230-4112 ext 118 or jeffrey.
maltz@lcef.org. 


