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A word of caution…

The wheat 
fields are 
cut, and the 
wheat has 

been hauled and 
stored. The ground 
is being turned by 
a disc or a plow. 
And new ropes are 
being placed on 
the school bells as 
they prepare to call students back to the 
classroom for another academic year. 
(OK, maybe the “ropes on 
school bells” dates me, but 
some of you may remem-
ber that!)

All of these signs echo that 
summer is far spent and we are transi-
tioning into another season of activities. 
Looking back, it has been an eventful 
summer in our personal lives and very 
recently in the life of our nation. The 
legal team of one of our congregations 
within The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod once again stood before the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

Two significant decisions
You may remember that in January 
2012, the Supreme Court decided in 
favor of Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and School (LCMS) 
in a case against the U.S. Equal Em-

ployment Opportunity Commission 
over the removal of a called teacher 
who could not longer fulfill the re-
quirements of the call. The Supreme 
Court unanimously agreed that since 
the called teacher is categorized by 
the LCMS as a “Minister of Religion 
— Commissioned,” then imposing 
an unwanted minister on a church 
violates the Free Exercise Clause. This 
is one of two clauses which “protects a 
religious group’s right to shape its own 
faith and mission through its appoint-
ments.” It also agreed that to impose 
an unwanted minister on a church vio-
lates the Establishment Clause, which 
“prohibits government involvement in 
such ecclesiastical decisions.”

Most recently in June, the Supreme 
Court decided in favor of 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS) in Columbia, 
Mo., after its rejection by 
the Missouri Department 

of Natural Resources (MDNR) for 
receiving a grant for which the MDNR 
had invited them to apply. The seem-
ingly neutral grant was titled the Play-
ground Scrap Tire Surface Material 
Grant. It was to resurface playgrounds 
with shredded tire products from recy-
cled scrap tires to reduce the amount 
of tires in landfills and to foster child 
safety. 

However, the grant application of 
Trinity’s preschool was rejected 
because it was operated by a church. 
The Supreme Court ruled that barring 
a church from a government aid 

program was unconstitutional. Senior 
Counsel David Cortman of the Alliance 
Defending Freedom stated that “Equal 
treatment of a religious organization in 
a program that provides only secular 
benefits, like a partial reimbursement 
grant for playground surfacing, isn’t a 
government endorsement of religion. 
As the Supreme Court rightly found, 
unequal treatment that singles out a 
preschool for exclusion from such a 
program simply because a church runs 
the school is clearly unconstitutional.” 

This case was not an issue involving 
separation of church and state, but it 
was all about equal status under the law 
for the receipt of secular services.

Camel’s nose 
As good as this may seem for our 
Lutheran educational programs, I offer 
a word of caution when it comes to 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 

SEE MESSAGE, PAGE 2

SUMMER BLESSINGS 
Saints of Oklahoma!

Synod school wins court 
case, but is free money and 
benefits always a good idea?
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MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

involvement in government programs: 
Free money and free benefits are sel-
dom free. There is an old saying, “Once 
the camel’s nose is in the tent, the rest 
of the camel can’t be far behind.” 

I write this as I recall a Lutheran school 
many years ago which was flourishing 
and educationally strong. Then the 
state offered free books and educational 
materials. Since funds were tight, the 
school decided to take advantage of this 
free program. Not long afterwards, the 
state began to mandate to them rules to 

follow and improvements to be made 
because they chose to be recipients of 
those free materials. 

Within a few years, the school was 
forced to close because it could not 
afford to make the mandated improve-
ments. Thus my caution: Just because 
a government program is offered, is it 
wise to invite the camel’s nose into your 
tent? In order that Lutheran education 
remains an uncompromising ministry 
and mission to the community, the pri-
mary support must be the commitment 
of the sponsoring congregation. When 
programs and grants are offered, a con-
gregation should look beyond the dollar 

sign and weigh the cost carefully. 

To a certain extent, this falls under the 
admonition spoken by our Lord Jesus:

“Render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s and to God the things 
that are God’s.” — Mark 12:17

As the educational programs in our 
congregations are gearing up for a new 
season — whether they involve a Chris-
tian day school, a preschool, a Sunday 
school, a midweek school or confir-
mation instruction — may they glorify 
Christ, stay grounded in God’s Word 
and work to strengthen the faith and 
faith walk of both young and old.

Immanuel Lutheran Christian  Academy (ILCA ) in Broken 
Arrow is proud to announce that McKenzie Carothers 
has signed a letter of intent to play golf at Southwest-
ern College in Winfield, Kan. McKenzie, who will attend 
Southwestern this fall, has been awarded an academic and 
athletic scholarship following four years as an all-state 
high-school athlete at ILCA. In the photo, McKenzie signs 
the letter while Brad Sexson, Southwestern College head 
women’s golf coach, looks on.
— Submitted by Nathan Armer, president, ILCA Board of Trustees

ILCA grad signs to play 
golf for Kansas college

Christmas Market Oklahoma will be 
celebrated from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 2, on the campus of First 
Lutheran Church and School, 1101 N. 
4th, Ponca City.

This will be the sixth year for the mar-
ket, and it has grown every year. 

Christmas Market Oklahoma distin-
guishes itself in several ways. Music is 
the first way. School children sing and 
dance, church choirs sing and there 

are other special performances. The 
decorations are reminiscent of authen-
tic markets that dot Germany from 
November through December.

The Ponca City market is a wonderland 
of sights and smells of the season. Au-
thentic German food will be sold along 
with local favorites. A “cookie walk” will 
feature homemade Christmas cookies 
and other holiday goodies. 

Unique gift items, hand-crafted art 
pieces, activities for children, pictures 
with Santa and much more make this 
event of interest to many shoppers and 
families. The music on the big city stage 
will be an all-day concert of choirs and 
performers from northern Oklahoma.

All artists, musicians and crafters 
are invited to join this event, which 
features affordable vendor booths. This 
is a mission to fledgling artists as well 
as professional crafters and groups 
who are raising funds. Booth fees and 
contributions for the event go to the 
scholarship fund at First Lutheran 
School.

If you or your church or organization 
would like to participate in Christmas 
Market Oklahoma 2017, please call 
580-761-4657.

Experience  
authentic German 
Christmas market 
— in Ponca City
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St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Okarche, will celebrate its 125th 
anniversary on Sept. 10 with a ser-

vice at 10:15 a.m. The Rev. Ken Wade, 
pastor emeritus, St. Paul’s, Enid, will be 
the preacher. A pot-luck meal will be 
served at noon. The church is located at 
408 W. Colorado Ave.

The Cheyenne-Arapaho Reservation 
was opened to non-Indian settlers in 
1892 in what is now Okarche. Most of 
the settlers were of German descent and 
worshiped in German. 

Lutheran families joined to organize 
St. John’s Lutheran Church on Sept. 
11, 1892. Fred Dannehl Sr., Fritz Peters 
Sr., Carl Schroeder, Fritz Schroeder, 
William Lemke and John Schulze were 
signers of the charter constitution. They 
were instrumental in calling the first 
pastor and building the original house 
of worship that was dedicated in 1893. 

The Revs. M. J. Van Der Au (1883-95), 
J. H. Hamm (1896-1902), Theo H. C. 
Meyer (1903-12), T. C. Otte (1913-36), 
Paul Hoyer (1937-54), A J. Oesch (1955-
76), Charles Bruner (1977-80), Gary 
Trowbridge (1982-95), John Walther 
(1995-2003), David Ersland (2005-16) 
and Jeff Klade (2016-present) have 
served in the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament at St. John’s. 

The present church building was 
dedicated on June 11, 1922 with many 
guests from throughout Oklahoma and 
surrounding states joining in worship. 
Two years later, the LCMS Oklahoma 
District was organized at St. John’s (in 
May 1924). 

St. John’s is a beautiful place of worship 
with stained glass windows, beautiful 
architecture adorning the altar area 
and a pipe organ resounding every time 
there is a worship service. The building 
that was dedicated in 1922 has received 
much needed care and restoration over 
the years. The sanctuary was rededi-
cated in 2009 with awareness that God 
is calling the congregation to faithfully 
witness to His grace and truth. 

St. John’s also started a school for 

grades 1-8 in 1893. At first, the pastor 
taught the children. In 1910, Chris 
Barchenger was called to teach full-
time. The school flourished for many 
years with large enrollments of children 
from the congregation and even neigh-
boring congregations. Then toward the 
end of last century, enrollment declined 
and the school was closed in 2006. 

The congregation saw a need in the 
community for quality daycare. St. 
John’s Child Development Center 
provides daycare for infants through 
preschoolers. The childcare programs 
include preschool readiness skills and 
preschool classes. St. John’s wants to 
develop the whole child with activities 
that help in cognitive, social, emotional 
and physical development. There is 
normally a waiting list for the younger 

ages. 

A dedicated Sunday school staff is quite 
active from September through May. 
St. John’s holds a vacation Bible school 
during the summer. Lutheran Outreach 
Connection was organized several years 
ago. Some of its activities include a 
back-to-school picnic and swim party, a 
pancake supper and other community 
events. St. John’s also has two active 
societies of the Lutheran Women’s Mis-
sionary League. 

The congregation hopes many of its 
former members will attend on this 
important day as it gives God all the 
glory for preserving its rich heritage 
and preaching His Word through all the 
many generations. 

— Submitted by Florene Tipton

Anniversary blessings at St. John’s, Okarche

The Rev. Gary 
Brandt had the 
honor and joy 
of preaching 
for the com-
missioning as a 
deaconess his 
daughter, Carla 
Schmidt, on 
April 30. She was 
also installed as 
the chaplain of 
Lutheran Senior 
Services (LSS) 
Senior Care 
Center in West 
St. Louis County, 
Mo. From left, 
Rev. Brandt, his 
wife, JaneAnn, 
and Carla. Rev. 
Brandt serves as 
pastor of First, 
Ada, and Hope, 
Davis. 

Family has special day
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Members of St. John's Lutheran 
Church, Covington, will celebrate the 
congregation's 120th anniversary on 
Sept. 24. The Rev. Dr. Kevin L. Wyss-
mann will be the guest preacher at a 
special 2 p.m. service. The theme for 
the celebration is “To Him be the Glory 
Forever! Amen!” based on Rom. 11:36b. 
A reception will follow the service. 

Wyssmann, a native of Covington and 
former member of St. John’s, is pastor 
of Bethany, Overland Park, Kan.

The opening of the Cherokee Strip in 
1893 was the beginning of a new era 

for Christians. After claiming land in 
Oklahoma Territory, Lutheran pioneers 
gathered in their homes to hear the 
Gospel without the aid of a pastor. 

On June 23, 1897, St. John's Luther-
an Church was organized with eight 
charter members. It was the sec-
ond congregation of The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod organized in 
Oklahoma Territory. The first was St. 
John’s, Okarche, which is celebrating its 
125th anniversary (page 3). 

Services were conducted in Lone Star 
Sod School by the Rev. J. Hamm from 

120 years!
Okarche and the Rev. E. Maehr from 
Fairmont. 

In the fall of 1900, several acres were 
given to the congregation and a church 
was built. The first resident pastor 
was the Rev. Theodor Bauer, who also 
taught in a Christian day school. 

In 1942, the congregation voted to 
discontinue German services. In 1949, a 
merger brought together the American 
Lutheran Parish, Bethlehem Congre-
gation of Covington and St. John’s. 
Beginning that year, services were held 
in the brick church that the Bethlehem 
congregation had built in the 1920s.

The current church building was 
dedicated on July 16, 1967, the 70th 
anniversary of St. John’s. On May 12, 
1985, the bell tower was dedicated. 
It housed the old traditional bell that 
remained from the pioneer church of 
the old Oklahoma Territory. 

The entire community, especially for-
mer members of the church, are invited 
to celebrate with St. John’s during the 
service and reception. 

The Rev. Christopher Griffith is the cur-
rent pastor of St. John’s. He was called 
to St. John’s in 2012 after completing 
his studies at Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis.

— Submitted by Christina Rink

Family grows 
in Wellston
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Wellston, 
welcomed these new members to its 
family of faith in April. Pastor is the 
Rev. Mark Duer. The new members 
are made up of three families — the 
Phillips, the Rousers and the Parnells. 
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By Rev. Mark Mozeik  
Pastor, St. John’s, Newkirk 

We were blessed to have 112 children 
registered for vacation Bible school, 
“Barnyard Roundup,” June 5-9 at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Newkirk. The 
VBS was also supported by St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Blackwell. 

The children and staff had a great time 

as we proclaimed the Gospel message of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins 
and eternal life in His name. Thank 
you to everyone who helped make this 
community-wide VBS a success. 

There were 47 unchurched families 
in attendance, which translated into 
58 unchurched children who heard, 
were taught and who sang about Jesus 
throughout the week. For the closing 
program and light supper on Friday 
evening, there were about 170 children 
and their families in attendance.

God answered our prayers to bless our 
efforts to touch the hearts, minds and 

souls of many with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. To God be the glory!

Pictured above are the children and 
staff taken inside St. John’s, Newkirk, 
where we held our opening and closing 
each day of VBS. In the background you 
can see the large barn with the name 
“Trinity Ranch,” which covered the 
entire front of the church. In the center 
of the barn was a barn door that would 
slide open for the children to see the 
puppets and marionettes, Rueben the 
Goat, Praise the Pig, Obadiah the Owl 
and Esther the Eagle, who told the kids 
about Jesus.

Small church 
gets BIG crowd 
for VBS

Five young people were confirmed on Moth-
er’s Day, May 14, at St John’s Lutheran Church, 
Covington. Pictured with the Rev. Chris Griffith, 
St. John’s pastor, are, from left, Dakota Phillips, 
Meya Pope, Kim Jones, Dalton Blevins-Jones and 
Bralee Lamb.
— Submitted by Christina Rink 

Youth affirm their faith
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Four other Oklahoma schools were 
able to join for the thrill of the event — 
Immanuel, Broken Arrow; Holy Trinity, 
Edmond; St. Paul, Enid; and Messiah, 
Oklahoma City. Midwest City, Moore, 
and schools in Norman were not able 
join the festivities this year.  

The events included 440 first- through 

On your mark…
First Lutheran School, 
Ponca City, held its 
annual Lutheran 
School Field Day on 
Friday, May 5. 

eighth-grade students and began with 
devotions and prayers. Then the fun 
began with sprints, relays, sack races 
and three-legged races for the younger 
students, and even academic tests — 
math, religion and current events.

—  Submitted by David Birnbaum 
Oklahoma District Education Executive

The Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, 
Speaker of The Lutheran 
Hour, has accepted a call 
from the board of the Lu-
theran Center for Religious 
Liberty (LCRL) in Wash-
ington, D.C., to serve as the 
LCRL’s executive director. 
Seltz is slated to leave his role 
as Speaker later this summer, 
though he is committed to fulfilling 
all duties of the Speaker in the transi-
tion months to come.

“It’s been a blessing to have Pastor Seltz 
serve in the long line of gifted speakers 
who have shared the Gospel with millions 
over the airwaves since The Lutheran 
Hour’s first broadcast in 1930,” says 
LHM President and CEO Kurt Buchholz. 
“Pastor Seltz and I are confident that God 

has a plan for this important 
ministry that is a critical part 

of LHM’s focus on media 
outreach. We ask for contin-
ued prayers for Pastor Seltz 
and his family as he tran-
sitions into this new role 

with the Lutheran Center for 
Religious Liberty.”

“It has been the greatest honor of 
my life to follow in the footsteps of 

Dr. Walter A. Maier, Dr. Oswald Hoff-
mann, Dr. Dale Meyer, Dr. Ken Klaus 
and all the other great speakers on The 
Lutheran Hour over the past 87 years,” 
says Seltz. “What a privilege to serve 
the wonderful people of the Lutheran 
Laymen’s League and the churches of the 
LCMS in carrying out ministry alongside 
the tremendous and dedicated LHM 

Seltz to become first LCRL director

Greg Seltz

staff. Together, we have advanced the 
cause of the Gospel and reached so many 
people each week on the radio. 

“I do believe, though, there exists a great 
challenge before Christ’s church in the 
current milieu of the American culture. 
My new position will seek to ensure, 
maintain and defend religious liberty 
protections for our churches, schools, 
universities and fellow believers so that 
the Gospel may indeed have free course 
in our culture, calling all people to faith 
in Christ. I believe my work with the 
National Religious Broadcasters, my pre-
vious work with Concordia, Irvine (Calif.), 
and my many years in urban ministry 
have indeed prepared me to engage such 
things by God’s grace and power.”

Based in Washington, D.C., the goal of 
the LCRL is to monitor and protect First 
Amendment rights in the public square 
from a uniquely Lutheran perspective. 
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Bethany, Lutheran  
Church of Our Savior

Jim and Gloria Michael 
53 years, Aug. 1

Jerry and Margot Olea 
56 years, Aug. 23

Blackwell, Trinity

Neil and Rachel Kahle 
56 years, Aug. 9

Charles and Alice Buchholz 
61 years, Aug. 1

ANNIVERSARIES
We congratulate those in Oklahoma District  
congregations who are celebrating 50 years or more!

August
Adair, Bethlehem 
Bob and Carolyn Brase  
56 years, Aug. 12

Robert and Roberta Erdwin 
57 years, Aug. 24

Alva, Zion 
Beryle and Rita Porter 
53 years, Aug. 16

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Bill and Irene VanWay 
61 years, Aug. 12

Art and Jo Ann Radke 
61 years, Aug. 18

Ron and Roberta Hall 
57 years, Aug. 27

Duncan, Good Shepherd 
Dean and Pat Jordan 
51 years, Aug. 27

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Dale and Cheryl Swiggett 
50 years, Aug. 5

Phil and Lois Parduhn 
62 years, Aug. 7

Floyd and Mildred Treiber 
50 years, Aug. 13

Louis and Evelyn Kastens 
52 years, Aug. 14

Orlie and Sharon Boehler 
58 years, Aug. 16

John and Linda Seikel 
51 years, Aug. 16

Jim and Patricia Hutchison 
53 years, Aug. 21

Bob and Yvonne Swanson 
58 years, Aug. 23

Darrel and Annette ZumMallen 
59 years, Aug. 23

Bruce and Shirley Confer 
60 years, Aug. 24

Enid, St Paul 
Paul and Tai Chivaluksna 
55 years, Aug. 10

Richard and Marilyn Simpson 
63 years, Aug. 22

Fairmont, Zion 
Rev. Velmer and Lori Goebel 
56 years, Aug. 11

Norman and Lois Deckman 
53 years, Aug 15

Harlo and Carol Breitenkamp 
55 years, Aug. 31

Muskogee, First 
A.C. and Garlene Lorenz 
58 years, Aug. 30

Norman, Trinity 
Rev. Myron and Dorothy Maltz 
52 years, Aug. 15

Ken and Pat Ortgies 
66 years, Aug. 18

Gene and Claudene Channell 
60 years, Aug. 30

Okarche, St. John’s 
George and Mabel Newer 
61 years, Aug. 19

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Darrell and Dorothy “Bud” Grob 
67 years, Aug. 12

Patrick (Pat) and Sonja Schroder 
51 years, Aug. 12

Larry and Gail Olson 
53 years, Aug. 17

John and Alma Daly 
68 years, Aug. 20

Don and Charlene “Char” Ewing 
60 years, Aug. 28

Ponca City, First 
John and Frances Brackett 
67 years, Aug. 27

Shawnee, Redeemer 
Leonard and Iva Schultz 
58 years, Aug. 30

Stillwater, Zion 
Rev. Carlton and Arlene Riemer 
50 years, Aug. 23

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Tom and Judy Kuehnert 
54 years, Aug. 30

Tulsa, Our Savior 
Harvey and Pauline Johnsom 
50 years, Aug. 26

El Reno, Trinity

Perry, Christ

Lavern and Carol Lenaburg 
54 years, Aug. 20

Ponca City, First

Gery and Marilyn Pralle 
54 years, Aug. 3

Lloyd and Louise Gelmers 
66 years, Aug. 12

Bob and Kathryn Prescott 
62 years, Aug. 19

Charles and Marvine Nix 
58 years, Aug. 29

Shawnee, Redeemer
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Share your news with us
Please email anniversary and birthday information and 
photos no later than the 15th of each month, two months 
prior to the publication month.

Deadlines:
› October issue, Aug. 15
› November issue, Sept. 15
› December issue, Oct. 15

Send to:
›  OKLuthwitness@aol.com or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 70, Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-396-9629

BIRTHDAYS
We congratulate those 
who are celebrating 90 
years or more!

Bethany,  
Lutheran 
Church of  
Our Savior 
Laura 
Henthorn 
96 years,  
Aug. 29

James W. and Verna Anderson 
73 years, Aug. 2

Midwest City, Good Shepherd

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer

Ken and Eva Heim 
64 years, Aug. 9

Johnny and Lois Barfield 
60 years, Aug. 17

Dennis and Pat Morris 
50 years, Aug. 26

LCEF

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Irene Wilip 
93 years, Aug 15

Bethany, Lutheran  
Church of Our Savior 
Frances Fancher 
91 years, Aug. 15

Cushing, Our Redeemer 
Evelyn Jones 
98 years, Aug. 1

Wilma Bair 
90 years, Aug. 19

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Norman Loeber 
96 years, Aug. 14

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Opal Gragert 
91 years, Aug. 18

Bill Bradford 
90 years, Aug. 21

Lawton, Holy Cross 
Wava Brunkow 
90 years, Aug. 1

Muskogee, First 
Bobby Stockton 
90 years, Aug. 4

Okarche, St. John’s 
Raymond Stover 
94 years, Aug. 16

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Robert Wilson 
91 years, Aug. 29

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Marge Abel 
100 years, Aug. 15

Edith Ray 
91 years, Aug. 19

Perry, Christ 
Juanita 
Gerken 
98 years, 
Aug. 4

Often we struggle to find the most appropriate gift to show our 
love to family and friends. What about giving a gift that contin-
ues to give? Consider beginning a Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund (LCEF) investment for your children, grandchildren, 
nieces or nephews. The investment will grow along with them, 
while providing funds for Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
churches, schools, universities, childcare centers and other 
ministries to expand the Kingdom.

Join the Y.I. Club with a Y.I. StewardAccount®
With an investment of just $25 to open the Y.I. StewardAc-
count, your young investor becomes a Y.I. Club member with 
special fun activities that grow with three different age levels.

Y.I. StewardAccount features:
▶ Minimum of $25 to open account
▶  Premium interest rate of 3.5 percent on balances up to 

$1,000
▶ Savings grow with the child, but are accessible
▶ Checks and debit card available to custodian
▶ Debit card available at age 16
▶ Interest compounded and paid monthly
▶ Make additional investments with checks or Y.I. stamps

If you would like more information about LCEF’s Young Inves-
tor StewardAccount, contact Jeffrey Maltz, distrcit vice-pres-
ident, at 785-230-4112 or jeffrey.maltz@lcef.org, or visit lcef.
org/young-investors-club.

CLUB

Help kids 
learn to 
SAVE


