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The afterglow of Easter
Here we are 

in the days 
after Easter. 

Easter Sunday may 
be past, but the 
celebration of our 
Lord’s resurrection 
is not done. It con-
tinues for a 50-day 
period ending with 
Pentecost. 

Each Sunday during this Easter season 
should ring with our Easter hymns of 
praise to the risen Christ, and with the 
shout “Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is 
risen indeed! Alleluia!” I call this time 
the “afterglow” of Easter. It is a period 
of time when we still expe-
rience the glowing radiance 
of the Easter event, but not 
quite as intense. Like sitting 
around a campfire: At first 
we experience a blazing fire, 
then later waning flames 
and glowing embers. 

So it is with the afterglow of Easter. 
Unfortunately, it is sometimes easy 
during this afterglow period to drift 
from the jubilant Easter liturgy to an 
afterglow lethargy! Some of churches 
revert back to their “normal” as soon as 
the last lily is removed from the chancel. 
But our Easter celebration is ongoing! 
During this afterglow period is the time 
when we determine the exciting ways of 
sharing the Good News of Easter.  

Plan A

On Thursday, May 25, Christians 
will celebrate the Ascension of our 

Lord. It occurs on the 40th day after 
Easter, deep in our Easter afterglow. It 
is the day when we celebrate the bodily 
ascension of our Lord Jesus as He once 
again assumes His throne at the right 
hand of the Father. From there He rules 
over all things as King of Creation, King 
of His Church and King of Glory. 

Before our Lord’s Ascension, He gave 
a powerful command to His earthly 
Church in Matt. 28:18-20:

“All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to Me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, 
I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” 

As He was preparing to leave them 
bodily, He gave them a special task: go 
and make disciples. He even told them 
how to do it: Baptize in the name of the 
Triune God and teach them to observe 
My Word. There is an old story that 
as Jesus entered heaven at His Ascen-
sion to cheers of the saints and angels 
welcoming Him home, an angel asked, 
“Lord, what is Your plan for proclaim-
ing the Gospel and discipling the whole 
world?” Jesus responded, “My plan 
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Meet our Young Woman Representatives
Jennifer Karner is a member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Moore, and has been 
active in Sunday school, vacation Bible 
school and youth group. She also served 
on the Disaster Response team following 
the May 2013 tornado that hit Moore.

Jennifer enjoys running, playing the trum-
pet and has recently earned an associate’s 
degree in Applied Science in Child Devel-
opment. She has been active in LWML at her church as well 
as in district and national events. 

Jennifer desired to be a Young Woman Representative (YWR) 
because she has observed how the LWML helps women to be 
organized leaders as they proclaim the Gospel. 

She is looking forward to the national convention in June 
in Albuquerque, N.M., and participating in servant events, 
watching the delegation vote on mission grants and worship-
ing with other young women from across the country.

Susan Pacey is a member of First Lutheran 
Church, Ponca City. She recently graduated 
from Concordia University Austin, Texas, 
and is in her first year of teaching math to 
middle school students at First Lutheran 
School.

Susan loves teaching math and knows that 
her vocation extends beyond the school 
day. She has worked as a counselor and 
traveling vacation Bible study coordinator at Camp Dixie in 
Elberta, Ala. She attended the National Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans last summer as a chaperone. 

At First, Susan has joined the handbell and adult choirs, and 
she helps with the Youth Board. Susan has been attending 
LWML meetings at First and joined the women as they packed 
school kits and quilts for those in need.

She desired to be a YWR because she wishes to learn more 
about all the missions and projects of LWML.

The Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League of Messi-
ah, Oklahoma City, hosted a 
Friendship Valentine Luncheon 
on Saturday, Feb. 11. Food was 
provided by the women and 
they invited many guests, and 
40 ladies attended.
Submitted by Shirley Henschel

consists of entrusting My Gospel and 
the discipling work to 11 sinful human 
creatures.” 

The angel pondered and then asked, 
“What’s Plan B?” Jesus responded, “I 
have no Plan B.” 

We Are Plan A

Yes my friends, we are the Plan A of 
Jesus. Obviously those 11 sinners 

left behind 2,000 years ago did a 
pretty good job of carrying out Christ’s 
mission, or else we would not be here! 
That task has been handed down to 

us. It has not changed in all this time: 
Go, make disciples, baptize and teach. 
The powerful truth in this is that we 
do all of this through His authority — 
“all authority in heaven and on earth” 
— and we are accompanied with His 
presence: “I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

With that power and presence behind 
our witness, why do we hesitate or 
become afraid? For those first 11 dis-
ciples, the afterglow of Easter did not 
burn dimly in their hearts, but ever so 
brightly for they had beheld the risen 
Christ! And so it should be for us. We 
have beheld Him in faith! We have 
heard the Easter Gospel filled with His 

command to “go and tell.” And even at 
His Ascension we hear it again. 

When words are repeated this often 
they are obviously of utmost impor-
tance. As individuals and as congre-
gations we are Plan A. We are sent for 
reaching out with the Good News of 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body and the life everlasting! 
May the afterglow of Easter become 
within your heart and your congre-
gation the raging fire of the Spirit to 
embolden you to be diligent in carrying 
out His Plan A!  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed! Alleluia! 
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SCHOOLS

Please email anniversary and 
birthday information and photos 
no later than the 15th of each 
month, two months prior to the 
publication month.

Deadlines:
› August issue, June 15
› September issue, July 14 
› October issue, Aug. 15
› November issue, Sept. 15
› December issue, Oct. 13
Send to:
›  OKLuthwitness@aol.com or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 70, 

Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-396-9629

Congrats!
Immanuel Lutheran Christian Academy in  
Broken Arrow is extremely proud to announce 
the following high school athletic highlights:

Three ILCA varsity girls were awarded Oklahoma Christian 
School Athletic Association (OCSAA) 2A All-State basketball hon-
ors. They are, from left, McKenzie Carothers, Jayce Carothers and 
Trinity Blackwell.

The ILCA high school girls golf team won first place in the Carl 
Albert High School Tournament in Midwest City. From left, Ashley 
Schultz, Jayce Carothers, McKenzie Carothers, Natalie Van Vleck 
and Brena Brown.

Send 
news

Earn  
3 percent with 
ConnectPLUS 
Term Note

ConnectPLUS is for the new LCEF 
investor who wants to experience 
the over-and-above reward of sup-

porting LCMS ministries — ultimately 
helping to expand the kingdom of God.

Realize not only the financial benefits 
that LCEF offers, but start a new rela-
tionship with LCEF, the financial arm of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

Features of ConnectPLUS:
▶  Open with a minimum of $500.

▶  Earn a fixed rate on the first $5,000 
(principal and interest) during the 
two-year term.

▶  Balance above $5,000 earns second- 
tier fixed rate.

▶  Additional investments of $25 or more 

allowed during the term.

▶  Available to new LCEF investors only; 
one account per investor.

▶  At the end of the term, the funds re-
main yours to re-invest or redeem.

▶  Interest compounded and paid 
quarterly (March, June, September, 
December).

For more information, 
contact Jeff Maltz, 
LCEF vice-president, 
at 785-230-4112 ext 
118 or jeffrey.maltz@
lcef.org. 
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CELEBRATIONS

Anniversaries

We congratulate those in 
Oklahoma District  
congregations who are 
celebrating 50 years or 
more!

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Bob and Jean Paulsen 
61 years, April 21

Adair, Bethlehem 
Wayne and Joyce Schulze 
52 years, May 22
Jackie and Ray Mathison 
54 years, May 25

El Reno, Trinity 
Arthur and Irene Wiedemann 
63 years, May 14
Jackie and Ursula Maine 
54 years, May 18

Enid, Redeemer 
James and Sandra Crabtree 
59 years, May 18
Wayne and Joan Heise 
63 years, May 29

Enid, St Paul’s 
James and Janice Lichtenberg 
55 years, May 18
LaVern and Opal Gragert 
69 years, May 23

Mustang, Christ 
Clyde and Marillyn Wyant 
67 years, May 20

Okarche, St. John’s 
JC and Janyth Kunneman 
56 years, May 6
Clifford and Dolores Meyer 
59 years, May 10
Arnold and Arlene ZumMallen 
64 years, May 10

Oklahoma City, Immanuel 
Marcus and Lois Hulings 
51 years, May 20

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Jim and Donna Brown 
62 years, May 7

Pryor, St. John 
Allen and Judy Ragsdale 
57 years, May 19

Tulsa, Our Savior 
Myron and Margie  Woodward 
64 years, May 17

Watonga, Mount Calvary 
Merle and Mary Wanzer 
63 years, May 29

Perry, Christ 
Roger and Deloris Layne 
59 years, April 11

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Dennis and Karen Mott 
52 years, May 15

El Reno, Trinity 
Gilferd and Maxine Peters 
60 years, May 12

Ponca City, First 
Joe and Glenda Hager 
53 years, May 16

Ponca City, First 
Donald and Kathryn Ferguson 
55 years, May 22

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Russ and Carole Hansen 
50 years, May 26

Alva, Zion 
Don and  Ruby Hughes 
57 years, April 17

Birthdays
We congratulate those who 
are celebrating 90 years or 
more!
Alva, Zion 
Elna Mae Schupbach 
92 years, May 13

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
William Scott 
90 years, May 29

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Verda Wedel 
90 years, May 8

Carl Henke Sr. 
92  years, May 25

Oklahoma City, Immanuel 
Gloria Simpson 
92 years, May 8

Robert Kennon 
96 years, May 21

Bobbie Reed 
94 years, May 29

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Jim Waite 
90 years, May 12

Merle Mauck 
93 years, May 30

Ponca City, First 
Howard Nelsen 
91 years, May 14

Shawnee, Redeemer 
Mary Jane Bradford 
91 years, May 31

Watonga, Mount Calvary 
Kenneth Strack 
91 years, May 27

Tulsa,  
Our Savior 
Helen  
Spielmann, 
93 years,  
May 17

Alva, Zion 
Isabel Gates 
95 years, 
April 1

Lahoma,  
Zion
Gerald 
Hobson 
90 years, 
April 16


