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The radiance of the Easter light
The Reflection 
Early one morning 
I was reading in 
my living room. My 
reclining chair was 
positioned in front 
of a cozy fire. An 
angel throw blan-
ket cut the chill to 
my aging, aching 
body. A devotional 
book lay in my lap. 

Suddenly, a dancing light on the wall 
caught my attention. It was a prism. I 
looked up from my book, took off my 
Walgreens $4.99 moderately magnified 
reading glasses and visually followed the 
prism to its source. I discovered that the 
rising sun was shining through an angel 
suncatcher that was suction-cupped to 
the east window. Without 
leaving my reclining chair, 
I explored the other walls 
for similar visages. Then 
I noticed in the darkened 
hallway a beautiful, glowing 
cross that seemed to radiate 
from the west wall. It was 
shining so brilliantly that I had to get 
up and check it out. A prism can have 
its origin from any number of sources, 
but a glowing cross of light shining in a 
darkened hallway baffled me. 

I walked to that west wall and began 
tracing the light path. It led into my 
study. There I saw the early morning 
sunlight peeking through the study 
window, forming an amazing zigzag 
chain. From the window, it bounced 

to the glass on a picture hanging on 
the north wall, from there to the glass 
doors of the study to the south, then to 
a computer screen to the north, and on 
to a mirrored cross half-hidden on the 
south wall. From there that mirrored 
cross brilliantly projected the image of a 
cross onto the west wall of that dark-
ened hallway. Amazing I thought! How 
the power of the cross can penetrate 
darkness!

Easter Radiance 
I returned to my chair, swept back into 
a reclining position and pondered the 
experience. How true this was of Easter 
I thought. In the midst of darkness 
came the light of our Lord’s resurrec-
tion. In the midst of sadness came joy. 
In the midst of death came life. 

The Easter angel played the 
same role with the disciples 
as that angel suncatcher 
did with me: it got their at-
tention. I was not intrigued 
with the suncatcher; I was 
intrigued with the prism it 
cast. The disciples were not 

amazed at the angel; they were amazed 
at the message it spoke. The message 
directed them to an empty grave, to a 
conquered cross, to the living Christ. 
In the midst of darkness came the 
brilliance of a victorious Christ, which 
makes the cross a symbol of comfort 
and victory for us.

Because of Easter, each one of us has 
the assurance that when we walk 
down the dark hallway of sadness and 

death, we will not be overwhelmed by 
the darkness. Instead, there will be 
the gleaming, brilliant cross of Christ 
shining there also, reflected by His own 
glorious resurrection from the dead. His 
shining cross will guide us and reaffirm 
to us that:

“Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for you are with me.” 
Ps. 23:4  

GO — TELL 
The Easter event is central to the Chris-
tian faith. St. Paul emphasizes this when 
he writes:

“But if there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then not even Christ has 
been raised. And if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is 
in vain and your faith is in vain. … 
But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.”  
1 Cor. 15:13-14, 20

God has placed us in the midst of a 
sinful world that scoffs at the name 
of Jesus and His redeeming work. It 
questions and mocks the whole concept 
of the resurrection. It searches for bone 
boxes and gravesites hoping they hold 
the remains of Jesus. But we know 
that Easter is real and true! The Word 
testifies to its truth. The Easter message 
has been entrusted to all Christians for 
proclamation. 

The commission given to the women at 
the tomb by the Easter angel is also for 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 
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EASTER 
blessings, saints 

of Oklahoma!



2 / OKLAHOMA

LWML

Luther movie debuts MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

By Marguerite Christman
LWML Oklahoma District Recycling  
Coordinator 

Recently, the women of the LWML 
Oklahoma District have been involved 
in a new project to collect new, used and 
gently warn shoes in order to repurpose 
them. These shoes are then used to help 
those in need in third-world countries. 
We first started collecting these shoes 
the middle of November and have, as of 
the middle of February, been bringing 
them to a central collecting point in 
Midwest City. The shoes were collected 
in bags of 25 pairs each. 

In order to begin this project, it was nec-
essary to commit to a minimum number 
of 100 bags of 25 pairs each. Then a 
company will come and pick up, weigh 
and sort the shoes by their usability and 
appearance. We, as the LWML Oklaho-
ma District, will be paid by the pound 
for these good shoes as the result of this 
final step. 

The people of Oklahoma are very 
generous. Each zone was given a goal 
of collecting at least 13 bags. All the 
zones met that goal and even surpassed 
it. Many children’s, men’s and women’s 

shoes have been collected. These include 
athletic shoes (sneakers, golf, soccer, 
baseball cleats), boots (western, work, 
rain, snow) dress, high and low heels, ca-
sual, sandals, flip flops and house shoes. 
They have ranged from new shoes with 
the original store tags on them, to gently 
warn and used shoes. As of this writing, 
we have more than 180 bags of 25 pairs 
each collected and counted. Wow! What 
a successful effort by many throughout 
Oklahoma, in our congregations and 
communities. The truck arrived from 
Florida to pick up the shoes in March. 

We will benefit from this effort by 
receiving money for our Recycling Fund. 
Thanks for all your efforts in this regard. 
As you may know, the Recycling Fund is 
very beneficial. From what is collected 
for that fund, 25 percent goes to national 
mites to support mission grants, 10 
percent goes to our Special Gifts Fund 
here in Oklahoma, and 65 percent is 
used for various leader training events 
and activities. It has supported send-
ing Young Woman Representatives to 
national conventions, H2H sisters for 
training at national convention, leader 
training workshops held within our dis-

trict and also many expenses regarding 
our district board meetings. 

Thus, by having and using from this 
fund, the many mite gifts collected and 
offerings sent to the LWML Oklahoma 
District financial secretary can pay mis-
sion grants. God has blessed this effort 
many times over. Thanks to all of you for 
your continued support in serving the 
Lord with gladness through the work 
of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League.

Repurposing shoes

Unloading a horse trailer with 20 bags 
of shoes from the Kingfisher Zone.

On Feb. 20, Lutherans and others from 
across the state had the opportunity to 
see the film Martin Luther: The Idea 
that Changed the World. The sold-out 
showing was part of the Holy Trinity, 
Edmond, Reformation 500 Speaker 
Series and was in partnership with the 
Oklahoma City Circuit. 

The docudrama gave a look into Luther’s 
life and the tremendous impact he had 
on our society, and shared interesting 
facts about his journey in reshaping the 
church and the world. After the showing, 
area pastors were available to answer 
questions about the film. It was not 
only a great fellowship event for LCMS 
members across the state, but was an 
opportunity to come together with our 
community and learn about a man, 

us: GO — TELL! Those women were 
to GO — TELL the disciples about the 
empty tomb and the risen Christ! We, 
as individuals and as congregations, are 
to GO — TELL that same Easter news, 
starting with those in our communities. 

There are many people intersecting 
our lives who look down the darkened 
hallways of their life and see no cross, 
only darkness. The Holy Spirit who 
has created Easter faith in our hearts 
enables us to be reflectors of the Easter 
light so that those darkened hallways 
will know Easter brilliance by experi-
encing the forgiveness of sins through 
Christ’s cross. 

Easter is real! Easter is powerful! GO 
— TELL!

through the Holy Spirit’s enabling, who 
changed the world.

To learn more about the Reformation 
500 speaker series visit holytrinity 
edmond.org/reformation500.

Stacy Yates
Communication Director, Holy Trinity, 
Edmond
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It was right at about 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 1, and all was quiet at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Claremore. Secretary 
Christie had left over an hour earlier and 
no members or others had dropped by. It 
was one month to the day before my re-
tirement as pastor, and I was at my desk 
re-working my sermon for Sunday.

The quiet was broken by the screaming 
of fire alarms. My first thought was that 
an oven had been left on in the kitchen 
and caused the alarms to go off, but a 
quick check revealed this was not the 
case. As I returned through the fellow-
ship hall to my study, I spotted a light 
layer of smoke overhead in the building. 
I called 911 and then my wife, Rosalind, 
who told me to grab my briefcase and 
get out. I was already out, and it took 
just seconds to retrieve it. 

The Claremore Fire Department arrived 
promptly, assessed the situation and 
determined that because the fire was in 
the attic, it would have to be fought from 
outside. It was at least 15 or 20 minutes 
until flames were spotted by the gather-
ing crowd across the street. The fire grew 
and moved across the building, which 
had been built in the 1950s and 60s 
and which had previously served as the 
sanctuary, but now housed our fellow-
ship hall, kitchen, library, nursery, offices 
and my study. Additional firefighters 
and equipment arrived, and they were 
eventually able to stop the fire’s advance 
at the doorway to our beautiful 1983 
sanctuary. Firefighting went on until late 
at night.  

Over the past few years, plans and fund-
raising had been set in motion in our 
congregation that would eventually have 
replaced the building which was de-
stroyed in the fire, but the loss was still 
quite devastating and traumatic. Despite 
some smoke odor even after work by a 
restoration company, we had worship 
in our sanctuary on Sunday, Dec.4. The 
Claremore fire marshal, a member of our 
congregation, gave an update — the fire 
was caused by something in the wiring 
— and we were blessed to have Rufus, 
the comfort dog from Edmond (and 
Koey, his handler), present with us.

Since the fire, we have been dealing with 
insurance matters, setting up a new 
office in the house we own across the 
street, preparing inventories, re-con-
structing records and files, moving a 
small building with three classrooms 
that was spared despite its proximity to 
the fire, going into the ruins to salvage 
a few items here and there, stepping up 
planning for a new family life building 
and more.

Despite this great loss for us, we have 
seen God’s hand in protecting me, in the 
work of the firemen to save our sanctu-
ary, in things like our “parish register” 
and other items which were brought 
out relatively unscathed, in the hard 
drives of our computers being saved and 
copied, in the phone calls and prayers of 
many of you on our behalf and more.

I would also plead with our sisters and 
brothers in congregations of the Okla-
homa District and beyond to learn from 
our experience of loss. Make sure your 
insurance coverage is fully adequate. 
Back up your computer records often. 
Replace any old wiring you can. Keep 
a thorough inventory of what is in your 
buildings. Make sure your fire alarms are 
working as they should. Put whatever 
you value in a fireproof safe.  

Rev. Mark Burger

‘We’ve seen God’s hand’
Worship continues at Redeemer despite fire

CLUB
Often we struggle to find the most 
appropriate gift to show our love 
to family and friends. What about 
giving a gift that continues to give? 
Consider beginning a Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund (LCEF) 
investment for your children, 
grandchildren, nieces or nephews. 
The investment will grow along 
with them, while providing funds 
for Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod churches, schools, univer-
sities, child-care centers and other 
ministries to expand the Kingdom.

Join the Y.I. Club with a Y.I.  
StewardAccount®
With an investment of just $25 to open the Y.I. 
StewardAccount, your young investor becomes 
a Y.I. Club member with special fun activities that 
grow with three different age levels.

Y.I. StewardAccount Features:
▶  Minimum of $25 to open account
▶  Premium interest rate of 3.5 percent on balances 

up to $1,000
▶  Savings grow with the child, but are accessible
▶  Checks and debit card available to custodian
▶  Debit card available at age 16
▶  Interest compounded and paid monthly
▶  Make additional investments with checks or Y.I. 

Stamps

If you would like more information about LCEF’s 
Young Investor Savings Account, please contact 
your district vice-president, Jeffrey Maltz, at 785-
230-4112 or jeffrey.maltz@lcef.org, or visit lcef.org.
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Send subscriptions
Send subscribers’ names and addresses to Linda Bradford, 
2113 Pine View Terrace, Edmond, OK 73003; 405-824-4152; 
or Rlb1434@cox.net.

Please email anniversary and birthday information and 
photos no later than the 15th of each month, two months 
prior to the publication month.

Deadlines:
› June-July issue, April 14
› August issue, June 15
› September issue, July 14
› October issue, Aug. 14

Birthdays

Anniversaries

We congratulate those in 
Oklahoma District  
congregations who are 
celebrating 50 years or 
more!

Send to:
›  OKLuthwitness@aol.com 

or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box

70, Owasso, OK 74055
Phone: 918-396-9629

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Bob and Jean Paulsen
61 years, April 21

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Melvin and Caroline Schemm 
57 years, April 24

El Reno, Trinity 
Fred and Ruby Peterman 
58 years, March 24

Enid, St Paul 
Harlan and Linda Ragoss 
56 years, April 8

Donald and Helen Nobis 
56 years, April 22

Bud and Patricia Durheim 
53 years, April 25

Norman, Trinity 
Ron and Dona Lytle 
64 years, April 5

Duane and Nancy Brosowske 
55 years, April 9

Okarche, St. John’s 
Bobby and Violet Moeller 
56 years, April 7

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Harl and Mary Dubben 
52 years, April 17

Broken Arrow, Trinity
William and Rosamund Scott 
68 years, April 17

El Reno, Trinity 
Ray and Margaret Patrick 
63 years, April 16

Ponca City, First
Fred and Jane Miller 
52 years, April 24

Ponca City, First
Jack and Della Rein 
61 years, April 5

Ponca City, First
John and Nada Fetrow 
68 years, April 30

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Del and Jan Dreyer 
54 years, April 20

Tulsa, Our Savior
Bev and Tom Bordner 
50 years, April 1

Tulsa, Our Savior
Gene and Katie Duenow 
55 years, April 9

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Ann Afdahl 
90 years, April 3

Alice Gilbreath 
96 years, April 8

Lawton, St. John’s 
William Pletch 
91 years, April 9

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Norma Schafer 
90 years, April 6

Edgar Hoffmann 
93 years, April 15

Walt Hartig 
95 years, April 21

Ponca City, First 
Carl Pierce 
90 years, April 9

Blackwell, 
Trinity 
Madelien 
Reutter 
91 years,  
April 30


