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The freedom of forgiveness
Dead Fish 
Our family had a 
regular Sunday 
afternoon custom 
— we would drive 
the 20 miles from 
Orlando to my 
grandparents’ farm 
west of Stillwater. 
On one particularly 
warm Sunday, my 
brother, Bruce, and I hurried out of the 
car, greeted our grandparents, grabbed 
fishing poles and began walking to their 
small pond. We were going to fish! 

The pond was very small with a popu-
lation of more turtles and snakes than 
fish. But we were filled with expectation 
as we baited our hooks and began to 
fish. The only catch of the day was a 
very small sunfish. We took it back to 
house, but instead of showing it off, 
we decided to use it as an experiment. 
We found an Ovaltine jar, put the fish 
inside, screwed the lid on tightly and 
then buried it in the sandy red soil near 
the chicken pen.

We decided that each Sunday we would 
dig it up and examine any change in its 
composition. This went on for several 
Sunday afternoons. It was not a pretty 
sight! We did learn that composition 
in an Ovaltine jar quickly becomes 
decomposition! Finally, on one of those 
Sunday visits, we dug up our dead fish 
and the shovel broke through the glass 
of the Ovaltine jar. The smell was pu-
trid. We quickly buried it and resolved 
never to dig it up again!

Lent Begins 
Ash Wednesday is on March 
1. It begins the 40 peniten-
tial days of Lent, a time for
considering more intently
our sins that took Jesus to
the cross of Calvary. Howev-
er, what we do during Lent
is somewhat an extended
version of what we as Luther-
ans do each Sunday — we
acknowledge our sins, we
confess them and we receive
absolution. What a wonderful
blessing this is for us!

Few Christians in other 
church bodies share in such a blessing. 
Just think — we acknowledge our sins 
in thought, word and deed; we repent of 
them; we rely totally upon the forgiving 
grace of Christ; and we hear the words 
as though they are coming from the 
mouth of Jesus Himself — “I forgive 
your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen!” Such an action and such words 
should bring an inexpressible joy to our 
hearts. But do they?

Our Dead Fish 
Too often we play the “dead fish” game. 
As we confess our sins — our dead fish 
— we allow the words of absolution 
to bury our dead fish, then we do not 
leave them buried. We go back and dig 
them up. We see how rotten they are 
and in doing so those “dead fish” sins of 
ours come back to haunt us. You can be 
assured that as we go back to the burial 

site of our “dead fish” sins, the devil is 
handing us the shovel to dig!

Whenever we keep going back to the 
“dead fish” that were buried in confes-
sion and absolution, we are diminishing 
the power of the forgiving grace of Jesus 
Christ. We are also frustrating the Holy 
Spirit as He works to instill within us 
the desire to leave the dead fish buried! 
You see, when we with a repentant heart 
receive the gracious word of forgive-
ness, then we are empowered to leave 
those dead fish sins and forever walk 
away from their burial site. This is the 
freedom of forgiveness. It is seizing the 
promise made by God through Jeremi-
ah: 

“I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more” 
Jer. 31:34

That new covenant promise was sealed 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Lenten blessings, saints of Oklahoma!
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Birthday 
surprise!

Mite donations make a difference to 
so many projects. There was recently 
a mite gift from the estate of Luella 
E. (Schroeder) Oakley in honor of her 
membership at St. John’s, Okarche; 
Zion, Oklahoma City; and Immanuel, 
Albuquerque, N.M. What an example for 
all of us!

Luella was born, baptized, confirmed 

and married at St. John’s, Okarche. She 
lived in Oklahoma City and was a mem-
ber of Zion in its original downtown 
location before she got married. After 
getting married, she moved to Albu-
querque and lived there for more than 
50 years. She was active in her society in 
Albuquerque and served as president. 

She returned to Oklahoma City and was 
a member of Zion at its Britton location 
(the church moved) until her death on 
Jan. 19, 2016, at the age of 99. She kept 
up with St. John’s while she lived in 
Albuquerque and when she moved back 
to Oklahoma City. She also kept up with 
events in Albuquerque when she moved 
back to Oklahoma City as well. Luella, 
along with members of her family, often 
read from Lutheran Woman’s Quarter-
ly magazine, The Voice of Service and 
Portals of Prayer.

Luella was a very special lady and her es-
tate’s mite gift will continue to broadcast 
the message of salvation in Jesus Christ.

Still giving
Gift from estate helping 
fund mission grants

Luella E. (Schroeder) Oakley

Each week throughout the school 
year, Myrna Lou Meyer, member 
of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Edmond, and LWML Oklahoma 

City zone president, finds time to read 
to the classes at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
School (kindergarten-eighth grade). The 
students love Meyer, also known as the 
“Story Lady,” and always anticipate her 
visit. 

Recently, the fifth-grade class learned 
about mites when its teacher, Melissa 
Sullivan, showed them both the biblical 
meaning and the LWML meaning. They 
also learned how special the mite box 
ministry is to Meyer. As a surprise birth-
day gift for their beloved Story Lady, the 
students filled little mite boxes with bills 
and change. 

Then when Meyer arrived for her weekly 
visit, the students noisily and happily 
poured their gifts into a larger mite 

Myrna Lou Meyer received a blessed surprise when students of Trinity Lutheran School, 
Edmond, filled a large mite box to help fund mission grants.

box. Their generous gift for Oklahoma 
mission grants totaled nearly $100 and 
brought tears to Meyer’s eyes as she 
knows what a tremendous impact these 
little mites are going to make in the lives 

of others. 

Submitted by Stacy Yates  
Communication Director, Holy Trinity  
Lutheran Church and School, Edmond
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to us by the death and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, if God 
forgives our sins and forgets them, it is 
imperative that we, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, receive His forgiveness and 
forget where we have buried our “dead 
fish” sins!

Freedom in Forgiveness 
As we receive the power of Christ’s 
forgiveness and consciously grasp its 

impact on our life, namely to forgive 
as we have been forgiven, we are free 
to live in the abundant joy that Jesus 
desires for us to have. It changes our 
attitude toward others, our congrega-
tion, our pastor, but especially toward 
ourselves. An elderly man in my 
congregation remarked that if he had 
been the only sinner in the world, Jesus 
would still have come to die for him! It 

demonstrates how special we are in the 
eyes of God! 

Jesus wants us to live in the freedom 
and joy of forgiveness, because as we do 
we reach out with that forgiveness to 
others. So my friends, if you are both-
ered with some “dead fish” from your 
past, leave them buried. Remember, you 
are forgiven! And when Jesus forgives, 
“dead fish” stay buried!

Celebrate 100 years 
with St. John’s
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Hooker, will 
reach its centennial at the end of March 
and a special weekend is planned to 
praise God and give thanks for 100 years 
of His mercy as a legacy of saving grace 
is remembered. 

There were three faithful Lutheran 
families near Hooker that regularly 
wended their way by horse and buggy 
over unimproved roads, across prairies 
to Optima in order to worship with the 
Ebenezer Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
This congregation had its beginning in 
early 1907. 

In 1915, when a few more Lutheran 
families had settled in the Hooker area 
and prospects for a Lutheran church 
looked brighter, these three families — of  
Dan Reiswig, August Harke and Fred 
Hoeme — petitioned the resident pastor 
of Optima, the Rev. Otto C. Jagels, to 
hold divine services in Hooker. 

The first service was soon held in Hook-
er at Norbury Hall, a tin shop. Services 
were held once a month on Sunday 
afternoon.

The congregation soon increased from 
20 to 40 souls and on March 31, 1917, 
Reiswig, Harke, Hoeme, George Ho-
neman, John Young and H.C. Petrowsky, 
under the pastorage of Jagels, drafted 
and signed a constitution organizing St. 
John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Hooker.

Services were held in the old frame high 
school building or in members’ homes 
until the former Prairie Queen School 
House was moved into town to the cor-
ner of Hickory and Jackson.

In 1919, the congregation joined The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and 
in 1926, members planned to build a 
parsonage in Hooker since all pastors 
had lived in Optima and served both 
churches.

The need of a new building to replace 
the old school was realized in 1929. 
Members settled for a new roof after the 
stock market crashed. The interior of the 
building was remodeled in 1941 and the 
congregation marked its 25th anniversa-
ry on March 3, 1942. The congregation 
numbered 190 souls, 145 communicants 
and 48 voters.

The hopes and dreams of the members 
were fulfilled in Oct 22, 1950, when a 
new house of worship was dedicated in 

Hooker. The educational wing was built 
and dedicated in 1961.

The Rev. Conrad Oehlert currently 
serves St. John’s, which has 113 members 
who continue to echo the preface of the 
50th anniversary booklet, “God’s people 
of every age have called to mind anniver-
saries that they might never forget the 
goodness of the Lord. Such observances, 
we can be sure are pleasing to the Lord, 
for He Himself exhorted His people Isra-
el, ‘Remember the days of old, consider 
the years of many generations; ask thy 
father, and he will show thee; the elders 
and they will tell thee.’ Again we read in 
the Scriptures, ‘I will utter dark sayings 
of old: which we have heard and known, 
and our fathers have told us. We will not 
hide them from their children, showing 
to the generation to come the praises of 
the Lord, and his strength, and his won-
derful works that he hath done.’ ”

St. John’s centennial celebration is set 
for Saturday and Sunday, April 1-2. A 
confirmation reunion reception will be 
held Saturday afternoon with displays of 
old photos, videos, bulletins and other 
historic documents including the op-
portunity for families to digitally review 
their vital records from the church.

Sunday morning, April 2, will begin with 
Sunday school and a worship service 
led by Oehlert, followed by a catered 
meal and a special anniversary worship 
service. 

Former members of St. John’s and 
friends are all invited to join the cele-
bration. Those who are interested in 
attending the activities can obtain more 
information or RSVP for the meal at 
stjohnslcms1@gmail.com.
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Send subscriptions 
Send subscribers’ names and addresses to Linda Bradford, 
2113 Pine View Terrace, Edmond, OK 73003; 405-824-4152; 
or Rlb1434@cox.net.

Belated

Please email anniversary and birthday information and 
photos no later than the 15th of each month, two months 
prior to the publication month.

Deadlines:
› May issue, March 15
› June-July issue, April 14
› August issue, June 15
› September issue, July 14 

We congratulate those who 
are celebrating 90 years or 
more!

BirthdaysAnniversaries

We congratulate those in 
Oklahoma District  
congregations who are 
celebrating 50 years or 
more!

Broken Arrow, 
Trinity
Maralyn Brauer 
90 years,  
March 10

Breckinridge, Immanuel 
Ron and Sharon Clinton 
51 years, March 4

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Ray and Marilyn Dalla Rosa 
51 years, March 4 

Jim and Martha Wilson 
50 years, March 8

Covington, St. John’s 
Gerald and Arba Jo Pope 
52 years, March 11

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Roland and Marcella Schroeder 
67 years, March 5

Fairmont, Zion 
Lyle and Mary Reinhardt 
53 years, March 21

Lawton, St. John 
George and Jean Whitehouse 
55 years, March 9

Mustang, Christ 
Joe and Bettye Haller 
65 years, March 15

William and Genevieve Allen 
59 years, March 22

Vernon and Frieda Smith 
52 years, March 27

Norman, Trinity 
James and Barbara Stevenson 
54 years, March 25

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Harold and Jeanne Haynes 
60 years, March 17

Perry, Christ 
Robert and Linda Oberholzer 
52 years, March 12

Shawnee, Redeemer 
John and Barbara Kienzle 
61 years, March 7

Covington, St. John’s 
Louis Schweer 
90 years, March 20

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Robert (Bob) Perry Jr. 
93 years, March 16

Jean Bauer 
92 years, March 18

Enid, Redeemer 
Mildred Avery 
93 years, March 29

Fairmont, Zion 
Mildred Schneider 
101 years, March 11

Evelyn Wyssmann 
90 years, March 19

Guthrie, Our Savior  
Marvin Backhaus 
93 years, March 6 

Send to:
›  OKLuthwitness@aol.com 

or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 

70, Owasso, OK 74055
Phone: 918-396-9629

Ponca City, First 
Berno and Janet Ebbesson
53 years, March 29

Tulsa, Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior 
Jim and Twila Lewis,
57 years, March 25

Bartlesville, Redeemer 
Duane and Twila Bersche 
65 years, Feb. 10.

Wilmer and Lorene  
Wagner, 60 years, Feb. 9

El Reno, Trinity 
Martin and Lanoy Peters 
56 years, Jan. 27

Call information
▶  The Rev. Chet Scherbarth, 

St. John’s, Granite, accepted a 
call to Atonement Lutheran 
Church, Spring Valley, Calif. 

▶  Erin M. Busch was installed 
as Program Director of Camp 
Lutherhoma on Jan. 13 by 
the Rev. Kory Boster, at 
Camp Lutherhoma, Tahle-
quah.

Norman, Trinity 
Arlesa Tarver 
96 years, March 6

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Gladyce Williams 
95 years, March 15

John Daly 
91 years, March 31

Okmulgee, Trinity 
Clarence Carr Sr. 
94 years, March 6

Ponca City, First 
John Farris 
92 years, March 9

Tulsa, Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior 
June Jordan 
91 years, March 15


