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Let the light of Christ shine
Specialness
Nestled under-
ground in Punx-
sutawney, Pa., is a 
groundhog named 
Punxsutawney Phil. 
This rotund rodent 
has become a 
February tradition 
for the news media. 
According to Penn-
sylvania-German folklore, if he exits his 
underground abode on Feb. 2 to find 
an overcast sky, then an early Spring is 
at hand. However, if he emerges to find 
sunshine, then six more weeks of winter 
shall prevail. 

I have never checked the accuracy of his 
predictions, but the media hails him as 
an expert in his field … that is, burrow. 
If anyone is hailed as special, one would 

think that this honor would be based on 
his record of accomplishments. In my 
opinion, Phil doesn’t quite cut it! After 
Phil disappears from media attention, 
our nation honors some real achievers 
as it remembers the February birth-
days of George Washington (Feb. 22) 
and Abraham Lincoln (Feb. 12). They 
are honored for their contributions in 
building and protecting our nation, 
from its conception in 1776 throughout 
its greatest inward struggle. These two 
“fathers of our country” sacrificed their 
honor and lives in making our nation 
great. Their achievements revealed 
them as men of integrity and sacrifice.

Epiphany
February is not just focused on a rodent, 
or even upon mere humans whom God 
used at His appointed time. Instead, as 

Christians we observe the whole month 
of February as part of the Epiphany sea-
son. The Lenten season often breaks up 
February, but not this year. The season 
of Epiphany annually begins on Jan. 6, 
bringing the 12 days of Christmas to an 
end. 

We sometimes limit the Epiphany 
season to the coming of the wise men, 
as they offered gifts to the Christ Child 
and bowed before Him in worship. But 
Epiphany is not limited to an event as 
much as it is focused on a great truth: 
Jesus is the Son of God. The word 
“epiphany” means “to reveal publicly” 
and so through the Gospel readings of 
the Epiphany season, we see how Jesus 
is revealed publicly to the world as the 
Messiah — the Christ of God! 

The wise men, old Simeon and Anna 
publicly revealed Him as the Son of God 
and the very “salvation” of God who was 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the 
glory of His people Israel. Throughout 
His ministry Jesus revealed this truth by 
His authoritative preaching and teach-
ing, healing of the sick and leprous, 
raising the dead, casting out demons in 
showing His power over the spiritual 
realm and, especially, by forgiving sins. 

Light-bearers
Jesus continues to reveal Himself to us 
as the Son of God, and more person-
ally as our Savior from sin. He reveals 
Himself in worship when the Word is 
proclaimed, when baptismal waters 

Rev. Barrie Henke
District President 
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Epiphany blessings,
    saints of  Oklahoma!
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Panhandle partnerships
For several years, LWML members at 
Trinity, Guymon, and Grace, Liberal, 
Kan., have worked together to finish 
thousands of quilts for Orphan Grain 
Train. 

A member of Grace has collected huge 
stacks of good white sheets from a hosp-
tial in Liberal. When the Guymon ladies 
receive them, they dye them in various 
bright colors to blend with tops that are 
sewed from a multitude of donated fab-
rics. If Guymon ladies have a surplus of 
supplies — fabrics, thread or “middles” 
— they give them to Liberal’s quilters.

When the partnership began, one Lib-
eral LWML member, a school teacher, 
drove to Guymon during the summer 
for quilting. Eventually she brought oth-
er interested ladies. During the summer 
of 2016, those ladies established their 
own quilting group in Liberal.

For many years, Guymon’s quilters have 
met weekly for cutting, sewing, tying 
and hemming quilts. Sometimes they 
joyfully advertised “9 to 9” as their quilt-
ing hours, inviting women to come and 
go as their schedules allowed, taking 
lunch and supper breaks, and they once 
produced 25 quilts in one long day.

The Orphan Grain Train (OGT) truck 
from Norfolk, Neb., passes through 
Guymon three times a year, picking up 
the quilts and other goods collected at 
Trinity. This year, OGT supplied boxes 
and labels for the quilts, which meant 

that they could be shipped directly from 
their warehouse. Since 2011, more than 
3,000 quilts have been made and sent 
from Guymon.

During the past two years, LWML 
members in Woodward have added 
their quilts to the shipments.

Another partnership was recently 
formed when women in Perry made 72 
pillowcase dresses designated for a mis-
sionary’s work. When that plan could 
not be carried out, the dresses made 
their way to Stillwater, then to a mem-
ber of St. John’s, Hooker, and finally to 
Trinity’s OGT mini-warehouse, where 
they await the next truck’s arrival.

Medical supplies, canes, walkers and 
wheelchairs are among the important 
supplies collected and distributed by 
Orphan Grain Train. They are able to 
use many household items too. 

—Submitted by June Wadley and  
Myrna Lou Meyer

Orphan Grain 
Train shares 
personal 
and material 
resources 
with needy 
people in the 
Untied States 
and around 
the world. For 
more informa-
tion, visit  
OGT.org.
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Date 
June 22-25, 2017

Location 
Albuquerque, N.M.

Theme 
“Jesus Christ Above All”

Scripture Verse 
Therefore God has highly 
exalted Him and bestowed on 
Him the name that is above 
every name (Phil. 2:9)

LWML 37th Biennial Convention
Website 
lwml.org/ 
2017-conventionLC
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flow and when Holy Communion is 
received. His desire is that we reveal 
Him to others. 

Old Simeon called Him the “Light to 
lighten the Gentiles.” Jesus later said 
about Himself and His work: 

“We must work the works of Him 
who sent Me while it is day; night is 
coming, when no one can work. As 
long as I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world.” John 9:4-5

Since His ascension, Jesus has entrusted 
the Light-bearing to His disciples here 
on earth. He has commanded us to be 
about “discipling” all nations, starting 
in our own backyard. No matter where 
you live in Oklahoma, you live close 
to someone who is sitting in spiritual 
darkness, one who desperately needs 
the “Light” of Christ to enlighten him. 
This is the reason that the Oklahoma 
District budgets more than 75 percent 

of its revenues for mission outreach, 
or Light-bearing ministries within the 
district and Synod. It is important for 
our congregations and individuals to 
support this Light-bearing work before 
the night comes when no one can work. 

The Board of Directors will adopt the 

No matter where 
you live in Oklahoma, 
you live close to 
someone who is sitting 
in spiritual darkness, one 
who desperately needs 
the ‘Light’ of Christ to 
enlighten him.

2017 budget at its February meeting, 
just two days after Punxsutawney Phil 
makes his predictions. I will make 
my predictions too: The good folks 
of Oklahoma will reveal the Light of 
Christ in support of His Light-bearing 
missions. After all, for this work His 
grace has recreated us! Empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, may each of us ener-
getically take on the mission of being 
a Light-bearer. May we let the Light 
of Christ shine through our lives as 
redeemed saints of Christ by support-
ing the mission of our home congrega-
tion and the mission of our Oklahoma 
District and Synod. 

Remember what Jesus said to us:

“Let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Fa-
ther who is in heaven.” Matt. 5:16

Shine, saints of God, shine! 

Concordia Publishing House

We are all too familiar 
with the same old hu-
man pitfall: we rush 

after the desires of our hearts 
and worship ourselves instead 
of Jesus Christ. And yet, the 
dangers of inward idolatry are 
a neglected topic.

Drawing upon Martin Luther’s 
key insights on the theology of 
idolatry, “The Unholy Trinity: 
Martin Luther Against the 
Idol of Me Myself, and I” by 
the Rev. Dr. Michael Lock-
wood unmasks contemporary 
idol worship and its futility. 
Luther’s unparalleled ability 
to get to the heart of human 
sin helps us see through the lie 
of self-sufficiency. Only when 
walls of man-made security 
are broken down can we hear 
the Gospel as Good News — 
by grace, God gives us every 
good thing we vainly try to 

Unmasking idol worship

Reformation resources available
The LCMS has many re-
sources to help you celebrate 
the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, all available at 
lutheranreformation.org. 

The site includes historical re-
sources (including interactive 

provide for ourselves.

“Saint Augustine spoke of 
idolatry as worshiping any-
thing that ought to be used, or 
using anything that is meant 
to be worshiped,” notes Mark 
P. Ryan, adjunct professor of 
Religion and Culture at Cov-
enant Theological Seminary, 
St. Louis, and director of the 
Francis A. Schaeffer Institute. 
“John Calvin spoke of the hu-
man mind as a perpetual forge 
of idols, daring to imagine a 

god suited to its own capaci-
ty. And now we have mighty 
Luther, who shares the stance 
of Augustine and Calvin, but 
whose many statements on 
idolatry have never before 
been gathered together or 
considered in such a substan-
tial, accessible, and pastorally 
fruitful manner.”

To purchase the book, go to 
cph.org/unholytrinity or call 
customer service at 1-800-
325-3040.

timelines, digital libraries, documents, maps 
and bulletin inserts), worship materials (for 
congregations, music leaders and pastors) and 
teaching tools (study guides, student materials, 
videos, teacher materials and classroom compe-
titions). The site also includes news and events. 

Consider the ideas and resources in your plan-
ning!
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CELEBRATIONS

Send subscriptions 
Send subscribers’ names and addresses to Linda Bradford, 
2113 Pine View Terrace, Edmond, OK 73003; 405-824-4152; 
or Rlb1434@cox.net.

Belated

Please email anniversary and birthday information and 
photos no later than the 15th of each month, two months 
prior to the publication month.

Deadlines:
› April issue, Feb. 15
› May issue, March 15
› June-July issue, April 14
› August issue, June 15

We congratulate those who 
are celebrating 90 years or 
more!

BirthdaysAnniversaries

We congratulate those in 
Oklahoma District  
congregations who are 
celebrating 50 years or 
more!

Alva, Zion 
Helen Beisel 
100 years, 
Feb. 28

Bethany, Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior 
Clyde and Kay McDaniel 
58 years, Feb. 7

Covington, St. John’s
Louis and Pat  Schweer 
69 years, Feb. 8

Duncan, Good Shepherd 
Ronney and Patsy Koch 
56 years, Feb. 11

Enid, St Paul
Gene and Christine Hollrah 
56 years, Feb. 5

Verneal and LaDonna Hiatt 
64 years, Feb. 7

Fairmont, Zion 
Robert and Juanita Jack 
58 years, Feb. 14

Lawton, St. John 
Andy and Darlene Anderson 
69 years, Feb. 14

Mustang, Christ 
Arnold and Pat Sodders 
53 years, Feb. 1

Vic and Okie Braunschweig 
56 years, Feb. 10

Norman, Trinity 
John and Jacquelyn Farquharson 
50 years, Feb. 18

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Charles and Marilyn Torbeck 
65 years, Feb. 2

David and Alice Giles 
61 years, Feb. 5

Bill and Nancy Varner 
57 years, Feb. 13

Glen and Ann Hallum 
58 years, Feb. 18

Ron and Kristi Barsotti 
53 years, Feb. 22

Okarche, St. John’s
Allen and Norene Stroud 
50 years, Feb. 4

Owasso, Faith 
Chuck and Ruth Hutchison 
53 years, Feb. 1

Ken and Sharon Bauer 
52 years, Feb. 27

Tulsa, Our Savior
Donald and Mina Nolan 
59 years, Feb. 1

Alva, Zion 
Phillip and Sandra Murry 
57 years, Feb. 19

Broken Arrow, Trinity 
Robert and Judith Wessels 
52 years, Feb. 14

Tulsa, Christ the Redeemer 
Robert and Lanece Young 
53 years, Feb. 29

 Tulsa, Our Savior 
Verna and Lorin Saathoff 
51 years, Feb. 19

Covington, St. John’s 
Dorothy Murphy 
92 years, Feb. 4

Edmond, Holy Trinity 
Eunice Langager 
93 years, Feb. 22

Enid, St. Paul’s 
Emily Record 
92 years, Feb. 25

Fairmont, Zion 
Esther Froemming 
102 years, Feb. 28

Oklahoma City, Messiah 
Phil Benjamin 
93 years, Feb. 6

Audrey Koeppe 
94 years, Feb. 19

Tulsa, Our 
Savior 
Larry Wigger 
92 years, 
Feb. 25

Alva, Zion 
Jack Hort  
92 years, Feb. 9

Okmulgee, Trinity 
Dan and Janet Colombin 
64 years, Jan. 3

Okmulgee, Trinity 
Sue Carr 
90 years, Jan. 18.

Belated

Send to:
›  OKLuthwitness@aol.com 

or
›  Janice Hedrick, PO Box 

70, Owasso, OK 74055
Phone: 918-396-9629


