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There are so many stories of how people are experiencing a life-changing 

relationship with Jesus and serving God, locally and globally, at Nolensville 

First that we wanted a way to share them. So welcome to our new 

newsletter format where we celebrate all of the ministries and lives 

impacted over the last month. So often the things that are future events in 

our newsletter are already out of date before half the month is over. This 

way we can focus on what impact these events and ministries have made. 

Don't worry: there will still be a calendar of all the upcoming events as well as some 

of the other things you are used to seeing. And now, all our upcoming events and 

announcements are published weekly in our bulletin. They are also sent by email and 

available on our website www.WeLoveWhereWe Live.org. In addition, we send out 

updates about more urgent needs and events by text (if you are not getting the 

emails or texts, contact Chris to be added to the list!). All of these are great ways to 

stay connected! 

Would you like to receive a printed copy of the weekly announcements (basically 

the Sunday bulletin)? We have got you covered. Please contact Chris in the front 

office and she will make arrangements for you to receive them. 

 We hope you will enjoy seeing the stories that sometimes get lost after our events 

happen. And if you have any ideas for what other things we might highlight, please 

let us know!  

Welcome to the Story Letter! 
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On the first Thursday of every month, Nolensville First UMC hosts the Friendly 

Neighbors, a Family and Community Education (FCE) club in the University of 

Tennessee Williamson County Extension. FCE is an organization of volunteers 

working together, building stronger families and communities. Educational 

materials are created and utilized to strengthen knowledge and skills. Resources 

are provided to develop leadership skills, enabling people to make a 

difference. Ultimately, FCE strives to make our communities a better place in 

which to live.  

The Friendly Neighbors Club has been busy with a trip to the Frist Art Center, an educational program from 

the Olivia Olive Oil Company, now located in Oh My Chives. In November we look forward to making 

fleece blankets for the Ronald MacDonald house in Nashville. Come join us on the first Thursday of each 

month at 10:30am. 

Friendly Neighbors 

On a Sunday afternoon in October, over 40 of us gathered to 

put together Operation Christmas Child boxes at our Packing 

Party. Donations continued to come in that night in addition to 

all the things collected over the weeks before. Surrounded by 

Christmas music and cookies everyone filled their boxes, wrote 

out a “Who I am” for the child receiving the box, prayed over the items they 

placed in the box, and packed it full. We initially set a goal of 48 boxes but by the 

time we were finished, we had filled 61 boxes to the brim! And even though we 

packed more than we expected 

we still received well over $600 to 

be able to ship all of them. 

A special thanks on behalf of Joyce Patton and Pastor 

Jeremy, to all those who brought something to pack, those 

who gave money for the shipping, and for those who came 

out to put all the boxes together. We will do it again next 

year!  

Operation Christmas Child 

In October, Nolensville First UMC re-started the Winter Shelter program with 

Room In The Inn (RITI). Pastor Jeremy and Jason Holley were among those that 

attended the open house at RITI and engaged with the Community Director, 

Melanie Barnett. She shared with us the plans and needs they have. Since then 

we have been recruiting volunteers and we signed up to host on November 17 and November 24 - yes, 

that is Thanksgiving Day. Now we are about to kick off a supplies wish list to collect needed items. Watch 

for the announcements to come in November! 

Room In The Inn 

being a neighborhood church  
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The United Methodist Women met in October with nineteen members present, 

and reelected their entire slate of officers for 2023. 

Penny Belden presented “A Labyrinth,” a program on stress reduction. 

The UMW meets the second Wednesday of every month at 10:30am. All women 

are invited! 

United Methodist Women 

One of the ways we love our neighbor where we live is a benevolence fund to 

serve those in need. Your gift left at the chancel rail during Holy Communion on 

is what fuels this ministry. In October, NFUMC collected over $450! Thank you! 

Please remember those in need when we gather at the Lord’s Table. 

Benevolence Fund 

Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks 

Ministries. In October, they collected 38 pounds of food and donations for 

GraceWorks Ministries. In November, we will be collecting dish soap and fuel 

bags items. 

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries 

Jesus healed a multitude of sick and diseased people by simply allowing them 

to touch a piece of His clothes. However, it is not the cloth that is responsible for 

the healing. It is the faith of the believer who receives the cloth that brings 

healing and comfort. The Prayer Shawl Ministry creates shawls to bring those in 

need something tangible to bring awareness to the healing power of Christ still 

at work in the world today, and it is a reminder that friends in Christ are keeping 

the person in prayer for healing and wholeness.  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to remind you that if you, as an individual, 

would like to give a prayer shawl to a relative, friend or acquaintance who is suffering, grieving or 

celebrating – you are welcome to take a shawl from the black cabinet in the corner of the Fellowship Hall. 

Each shawl is given a name noted on the back of the tag attached to the shawl. We have baby blankets 

too. Any one of our members listed below can give you assistance. If you take a shawl, we ask only that 

you record it on the whiteboard on the door of the cabinet, noting the name of the shawl, who is taking it, 

and the name of the recipient (for record keeping purposes only). 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets in the Fellowship Hall on the fourth Thursday of each month (except 

November and December 2022) from 1pm to 3pm. We are a small, dedicated group of women who knit 

or crochet. You are welcome to join us during our meeting and participate in our fellowship even if you 

don’t knit or crochet! 

Members: Penny Belden, Chairperson, Karen Hoffmeister, Donna Burdge, Marcia Woodcock, Barbara 

Belden, Janice Barger, Joyce Patton, Jackie McGhee 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
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The TWK (Tennessee Western Kentucky) Youth Gathering at 

Opryland was a success! Our nine youth were amongst 300 

who gathered to praise God and worship in community 

with one another. 

We had a great time at 

the Willis' bonfire: hanging 

out, eating lots of great 

food, painting pumpkins 

and enjoying the bonfire! 

It has been great to be 

back together for 

Wednesday night 

ReCharge after the fall 

breaks. The stage is perfect for skits!  

Tonia Bush 

Youth Director 

youth@nolensvilleumc.org 

Blessings, 

TWK Youth Gathering at Opryland Hotel 

Youth Ministry News 

At the bonfire 

Cozy by the fireplace in the Foundation 

ReCharge Play 

experiencing a life-changing relationship with Jesus 

David Belden 

Children and Family Director 

children@nolensvilleumc.org 

Sunday School classes and WonderKids! on Wednesday nights continued to meet weekly during the month 

of October. Attendance has been up and down due on the Fall Break calendars of the various counties, 

but generally we have consistency among our attendees. 

Twenty children have begun rehearsing for their Christmas musical presentation set for the evening of 

December 11. They are rehearsing during Wednesday night Kids Music time with Ms. Regan and 

Wonderkids time with Mr. B Additional rehearsal time will be scheduled. And most importantly, they are 

working on learning their lines and the music at home.  

Children’s Ministry News 
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Please welcome and congratulate our newest members of Nolensville First 

UMC: Cory & Mark Gatliff. Welcome to our family! 

Welcome Our Newest Members! 

in a welcoming church family 

In October, ten members of the Young Hearts attended a dress rehearsal of our 

Nashville Symphony. We heard two pieces which included Mozart’s Concerto 

for Flute and Harp. It was a great day out: beautifully performed music, 

beautiful fall weather, good food, and camaraderie. The NFUMC Young Hearts 

group is registered in the Lifelong Listeners program with the symphony, which 

entitles the group to attend two dress rehearsals each year. We hope to attend for the Saint-Saëns Organ 

Symphony in March. 

We lunched on the way back to the church at El Sombrero. Our church bus driver was Jeff Mucci. Thank 

you, Jeff, for taking good care of us! 

Young Hearts 

Despite the lingering threat of rain, our 2022 

Trunk-or-Treat activity certainly delivered on its 

promise to be “fall fun for all.” Nearly 300 

children, youth, and adults packed the 

Fellowship Hall, the parking lot, and the pavilion 

for gathering candy, games, crafts, and finally 

s’mores over a hot fire. 

Mr. B. was thankful the entire church family pulled together to make this 

the largest event so far this year. The people of the church contributed 

over 5,000 pieces of candy, all of 

which was needed to treat the 

kids. We had 20 families decorate 

their vehicles in a variety of ways 

to bring smiles to everyone. Pastor Jeremy provided inflatables 

that set the atmosphere and gave many photo opportunities. 

Other youth and adults manned the indoor games and activities, 

and later jumped into cleanup action with an appreciated “what 

can I do to help” attitude. Richard Morden stepped in and 

manned the kitchen, cooking the food and leaving the area 

spotless. And Ben Ribble used his Boy Scout skills to build and 

maintain the fire in the pavilion for the true s’mores experience. 

This was TEAM NFUMC at its best! 

A Successful Trunk or Treat 
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resources & administration 

Our annual financial audit was completed by Eckler Consulting and presented to the Finance Committee 

in October. Dale Eckler congratulated Nolensville First UMC and Jacob’s Ladder Preschool for their 

commitment to sound financial policies. 

Dale Eckler’s summary includes: 

I have completed a very detailed examination of all financial transactions between July 1, 2021 and 

June 30, 2022. Each deposit and each disbursement for the accounts included in the information 

provided was examined. As a result, over 1,200 transactions were tested.  

In conducting my examination, auditing standards developed specifically for churches and 

charitable organizations were utilized…These standards are designed to assess the overall cash 

management process to determine if the funds received and the persons who handle these funds 

are adequately protected... 

NFUMC and Jacob’s Ladder continues to adhere to good financial procedures; consequently, I 

found no evidence to suspect that funds have been misappropriated. 

If you would like to review a copy of the full report, please contact the front office. 

Annual Financial Audit 
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Upcoming Events in 
For more information and updates, see the weekly bulletin and email, or visit www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/news 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

 

2 

5:30pm GROW - 

Growing 

Relationships on 

Wednesdays 

 

 

 

3 

10:30am Friendly 

Neighbors 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

4 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

  

5 

8am Family to 

Family 

11am Town 

Veterans Day 

Parade 

6 

All Saints' Sunday 

DST ends 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

12pm Youth 

Bowling 

12:30pm  

 

 

 

 

 of Stewards 

 

7 

7pm Lions Club 

8 

1pm Tai Chi for 

Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

7pm  

  

9 

10:30am UMW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm GROW - 

Growing 

Relationships on 

Wednesdays 

10 

1:15pm Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

 

 

 

 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

12 

8am Family to 

Family 

4-7pm UMM 

Shrimp Boil 

  

13 

Veterans 

Recognition 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am  

 

 

 

 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

3pm Charge 

Conference 

4:45pm Youth 

Friendsgiving 

Dinner 

 

14 

4pm Girl Scouts 

2992 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

15 

1pm Tai Chi for 

Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

16 

5:30pm GROW - 

Growing 

Relationships on 

Wednesdays 

17 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

18 

10:30am Young 

Hearts 

19 

8am Family to 

Family 

Ebenezer UMC 

Community 

Thanksgiving 

 

20 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

 

 

 

21 

7pm Lions Club 

22 

1pm Tai Chi for 

Arthritis 

6:30pm bs set up 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

23 

  

24 

 

25 

  

26 

27 

Advent begins 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

5pm Family Night 

6:30pm Hanging 

of the Greens 

 

28 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

29 

1pm Tai Chi for 

Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

30 

5:30pm GROW - 

Growing 

Relationships on 

Wednesdays 

      

Offices Closed for Thanksgiving 


