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Our Mission: 

Nolensville First United Methodist Church 

Back in my first weeks here, we focused on 1 Corinthians 12 and the Body of Christ and spiritual gifts. And 

according to the Bible, every Christian has been given at least one spiritual gift to use in service to the 

body of Christ. The spiritual gifts are given by grace and are not based on our worthiness or personal 

abilities 

1 Peter 4:10-11 tells us “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 

very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things 

God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” 

We also talked about spiritual gifts recently in Ephesians 4:11-16. 

So, an important step in determining how to best serve in the church is for us to discover what our spiritual 

gifts are. Of course, we do not have to know what our gift is before we start getting involved in the church. 

In fact, we often discover our gifts in the process of serving. But there are some lists of spiritual gifts in 

Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, as well as 1 Peter 4:10-11. 

One of the first things that becomes clear in these passages is the diversity of the gifts. Paul’s survey of 

spiritual gifts in Romans 12 includes different gifts than are found in 1 Corinthians 12 for instance. And when 

Peter spoke of the spiritual gifts, he did not specify them but rather listed broad categories of the types of 

gifts God gives. Whatever the specific use, each gift fits together with the other gifts, and they all work 

together as the parts of the body. 

Here is a brief spiritual gifts survey compiled by Dr. Larry Gilbert from “How 

Many Spiritual Gifts Are There?” He puts them into 3 categories: 

1. Miraculous Gifts 

• Apostleship (1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11) • Tongues (1 Corinthians 12:10, 

28, 30)• Interpretation (1 Corinthians 12:10, 30) • Miracles (1 Corinthians 12:10, 28) • 

Healing (1 Corinthians 12:9, 28) 

2. Enabling Gifts 

• Faith (1 Corinthians 12:9) • Discernment (1 Corinthians 12:10) • Wisdom (1 

Corinthians 12:8) • Knowledge (1 Corinthians 12:8) 

3. Team Gifts 

• Evangelism: passionately leading others to the saving knowledge of 

Christ (Ephesians 4:11) • Prophecy: boldly and fearlessly proclaiming God’s 

truth (Romans 12:6; Ephesians 4:11; 1 Corinthians 12:10, 28) • Teaching: making 



Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross blood drive in September 

and we made a difference! The drive collected 45 pints of blood 

which will help up to 135 patients! Your efforts have helped boost the 

community blood supply and ensure hospital patients have the lifesaving blood they need.  

Red Cross Blood Drive Results 

clear the truth of God’s Word with simplicity and accuracy (Romans 12:7; 1 Corinthians 12:28) • Exhortation: 

motivating others to action, application, and purpose (Romans 12:8) • Shepherding: overseeing, training, 

feeding, coaching/leading (Ephesians 4:11) • Serving: providing practical help both physically and 

spiritually (Romans 12:7; 1 Corinthians 12:28) • Mercy-showing: identifying with and comforting those in need 

(Romans 12:8) • Giving: releasing material resources to further the work of the Church (Romans 12:8) • 

Administration: organizing, administering, promoting, leading (Romans 12:8; 1 Corinthians 12:28) 

How do you find your spiritual gifts? Sometimes we rely on just taking a test, but speaker and author Tony 

Morgan says there is a better way to start. Rather than taking a spiritual gifts test, we need to be more 

cognizant of the people around us. Where do others need help? How am I compelled to respond? 

In other words, we should just encourage people to be sensitive to the needs of others. When God prompts 

us to help someone in need, we will naturally respond to that need based on the gifts God has given us. 

The Holy Spirit will prompt a response. We just need to act. We do not have to wait for the church to create 

a program or ministry to respond. We can respond immediately, because we are the church wherever we 

are. 

The Bible says we are given spiritual gifts for a purpose. All Christians everywhere should be serving God in 

their church community and looking for opportunities to serve both inside and outside the walls of our 

church building. Soon our Serve Opportunities (Time & Talent) will be coming out to give you an 

opportunity to live into your calling and giftedness at Nolensville First.  

It may be difficult to discover which spiritual gift(s) God has bestowed, but it is better to serve somewhere 

than nowhere! Often, the discovery of our gifts becomes clearer in the doing — as we serve in various jobs, 

we learn what we are good at and what we have a heart for doing. The Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu said; 

“The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.” He was not wrong, because you will not get 

anywhere unless you start the journey. Let’s start using our spiritual gifts together. 

Blessings in Christ,  

Rev. Jeremy Squires 

pastorjeremy@nolensvilleumc.org 

Give blood and help save lives. On Thursday, October 13, 1:15-7:15pm in 

the Fellowship Hall, we will host a Red Cross Blood Drive. Please make an 

appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code 

“Nolensville.” Streamline your donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting 

www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health history questions 

on the day of your appointment.  

Red Cross Blood Drive 



It’s back! Our annual Christmas Tea will return on Saturday, December 3. If you would like to 

host a table, please call or text Barbara Belden at (419) 409-0936. 

Christmas Tea 

There are less than 100 days until Christmas and here is a reason to wear your 

craziest Christmas attire even in October: an Operation Christmas Child Packing 

Party on Sunday, October 16, at 4 pm. Get your first chance to put on your 

favorite Christmas garb! Please bring a dozen of your favorite Christmas cookies 

or  dessert and we will provide the music and jingle! 

On behalf of Joyce Patton, the ladies at the Martin Center, and Pastor Jeremy, 

please join us for a time of fellowship and serving at our first family-friendly Operation Christmas Child 

Packing Party as we bring items together and pack shoe boxes to bring joy to children throughout the 

world. 

Can’t attend?  Hate to shop? Last but not least, as much as we love packing these boxes, it costs $10 per 

box for shipping. If you would be willing to sponsor a box or two — or ten — it would be greatly 

appreciated. We love doing ministry and serving God through our financial gifts. Donations can be made 

online or by cash or check designated “OCC Shoeboxes” during the offering. 

We are very excited about this event and look forward to seeing everyone there! Trying to figure out what 

to bring? Here is a list of things we are collecting over the next few weeks leading up to that night. Please 

drop them off in the bin in the breezeway. 

• Oct 2- school supplies & personal care items 

• Oct 9- clothing and accessories 

• Oct 16- crafts/activities/toys & "wow" items 

Mission Opportunity: Operation Christmas Child 

Dear Nolensville First United Methodist Church, 

The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to 

the local neighborhoods we call home. Our stores are on a mission not to 

be just part of but to help create a stronger community. We recognize that every community has unique 

causes that need support. Thank you for being such an important organization in our community. 

From June through August, 2022, 23 households contributed $94.97 to Nolensville First UMC. If you would 

also like to have Kroger give to the church every time you shop there, visit www.Kroger.com/

CommunityRewards and link your Kroger Card with Nolensville First UMC (account number YY167). 

~Community Rewards Staff  

Kroger Community Rewards 

Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks 

Ministries. Each month they are concentrating on a particular need of 

GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire congregation to help. In 

October, they are collecting combs and brushes. Every month they are collecting the following items for 

the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and 

pudding cups. You may drop the donations in the baskets in the breezeway or foyer. Thank you!  

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries 



MANY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TRUNK OR TREAT 

Nolensville First UMC will once again host a full-scale 

Trunk-or-Treat on Sunday, October 30, 5-7ppm after 

two years of abbreviated activities. There will be 

plenty of activities for our entire church family and 

friends, but that also means many volunteers are 

needed. See Mr. B. or Pastor Jeremy to sign up to 

volunteer. 

CANDY TREATS: The stores are full of bagged candy 

right now, so you are invited to pick up a bag or 

two. We provide the candy to our volunteers to pass 

out to the kids during Trunk or Treat. Your candy 

donation may be left on the bench in front of the 

Children’s Director’s office.  

DECORATED CARS/BOOTHS: In order to provide kids 

with a safe alternative to trick-or-treat, we need 

many volunteers to help distribute candy. Simply 

decorate the back end of your car with a fall or 

Halloween theme and pass out the candy the 

church will provide (see above). This can be as 

simple or complex as you would like. In the past 

many of our folks have also dressed in costumes to 

go along with their car theme. Don’t want to 

decorate your car but still want to participate? We 

will assign you a parking space and you could 

decorate a table or a pop-up tent, etc. and pass out candy from that spot. This is a fun opportunity for all! 

(Note: A schedule will be established and you will not have to pass out candy the whole time. The candy 

time will end and you will have time to join in the other activities.) 

GAMES and ACTIVITIES: Volunteers will be needed to help the kids (and adults) with some of our other 

activities planned for after they gather candy. The materials will be provided, you simply help as needed. 

For example, we will have an area to frost sugar cookies and add candy corn to create pumpkin faces. 

Another area will have Halloween and fall coloring pages. We could have a Halloween Bingo table, or 

several other ideas. The more volunteers we have, the more activities we can plan. 

HAYRIDE: We would love to offer hayrides around the church property if someone would like to offer to 

provide and drive their equipment. Any volunteers? 

FOOD: The night would not be complete without some hotdogs, cider, and doughnuts. Volunteers are 

needed to grill hot hogs and monitor the cider and doughnuts. We also need someone to start and 

maintain a small fire in the pavilion fireplace which will serve as a s’mores toasting station. 

David Belden 

Children and Family Director 

children@nolensvilleumc.org 

Trunk or Treat 



Jacob’s Ladder is in full swing and the teachers are over the moon as we are almost full. 

Our first staff meeting was fantastic with a lot of wonderful ideas for October! 

We have adapted new procedures for the safety of our children since we are almost at 

capacity. You will notice the crosswalks are set up a little differently for the safety of the 

children. If you are struggling with walking around them, please use the parking lot that 

is directly In front of the Fellowship Hall for easier access to the building. We have several runners and this is 

the best way to keep all the children safe. With all the new traffic in Nolensville, several cars have used our 

parking lot as a turnaround while driving very fast. The crosswalks were established for the best safety 

practice for the children and teachers. We deeply appreciate your understanding. 

We are so excited Mr. B. has agreed to wear yet another hat and teach chapel to the children. Between 

him and Pastor Jeremy, they are going to have a much deeper appreciation for the Bible and we are 

beyond grateful. 

Looking forward to a wonderful year! 

Blessings from Tonia and the Staff.  

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News 

 

The fall growing season continues through December 14, except for 

October 12 and November 23. 

We are off to a great start growing together on Wednesday nights! 

You are invited to gather together for our dinner at 5:30pm, but if you 

can't make it you are welcome to do whatever part you can: GROW is for all ages including WONDER 

KIDS! (K-5th), Youth reCharge (6th-12th), music for all ages (children, choir, praise team), and our adult 

study in the Fellowship Hall, led by Pastor Jeremy, who will be studying Modern Parables. However, we do 

need RSVP so that we have enough food for our fellowship dinner. 

Please RSVP by noon the Tuesday before at this qr code or send your family's name and how 

many adults, youth, and children will be there by email, text (615-475-8108), or phone (615-776-

2815). Donations will be accepted: suggested $10 for adults, $5 children 

WONDER KIDS! Will start a new month of Bible stories for October which are all centered 

around CANDY! The first topic is “God Loves Us Even When We Aren't Perfect" and the 

candy tie-in is Milk Duds! Children through fifth grade are invited  

Schedule 

• 5:30-6:15 pm Fellowship Dinner served (Fellowship Hall) 

• 6-6:30 pm Children’s Music Time (Choir Room) 

• 6-7:30 pm Youth reCharge (Foundation) 

• 6:30-7:30 pm WONDER KIDS! (Fellowship or Journey Rooms) 

• 6:30-7:30 pm Choir (Sanctuary) 

• 6:30-7:30 pm Adult Study (Fellowship Hall) 

• 7:30-8:30 pm Praise Band (Sanctuary) 

GROW (Growing Relationships on Wednesdays) 



Tonia Bush 

Youth Director 

youth@nolensvilleumc.org 

TWK Youth Gathering - Please pray for our two adults and 

nine youth who will be attending the TWK Youth Gathering 

on October 7-9 at Gaylord Opryland Hotel as they worship 

and grow in community, focusing on “Begin Again - 

Revelation 21:5!” 

It's Fall Y'all  BONFIRE @ the Willis House - Barrett's parents 

(Michelle and Barry) are hosting a bonfire event at their 

home! Wear your favorite fall cozy clothes or your favorite 

football team merch. The bonfire event is 

Sunday, October.23, 6-7:30pm. Bring a friend 

and camp chair and be ready to chill at the 

bonfire! Use this qr code to sign up to bring a 

tailgate food item.  

ReCharge Wednesdays are times where we have dinner 

together, fellowship and dig deeper into the Bible.  We will 

be using the Fathom curriculum, studying The Promise of the 

Future which is a four lesson study on Ruth, Isaiah, and Micah. 

We meet in the Foundation 6-7:30pm. 

Youth Sunday School is an opportunity for Youth to discuss 

and study engaging Bible curriculum and grow in their faith 

journey, We meet in the Foundation weekly. Currently, we 

are wrapping up "Jesus and Tough Times". 

Ignite Sundays are when we get together for fun and 

fellowship! Youth meet 2-3:30pm in the Foundation. We have 

snacks, games and hang out time. Some Sundays we go do things together such as bowling or skating. 

What better way to spend your Sunday afternoons! 

Upcoming Dates: 

Oct 2 - Ignite Sunday 2-3:30  

Oct 5 - ReCharge Wednesday 6-7:30 in the Foundation area 

Oct 7-9 - TWK Youth Gathering @ Gaylord Opryland 

Oct 9 - NO IGNITE SUNDAY 

Oct 12 - NO RECHARGE WEDNESDAY 

Oct 16 - Youth invited to help with Operation Christmas Child @ 4pm in Fellowship Hall 

Oct 19 - ReCharge Wednesday 6-7:30 in the Foundation  

Oct 23 - Bonfire @ Barrett Willis' House 6-7:30pm  

Oct 26 - ReCharge Wednesday 6-7:30pm in the Foundation  

Oct 30 - Trunk or Treat 

We need adults to serve with us each Wednesday and Sunday that Youth meet. Safe Sanctuary 

recommends that we have two adults when working with youth or children 17 years old and 

younger. Use this qr code to sign up to serve with myself and the Youth.  

Youth Ministry News 

Blessings, 

Serving together at One Gen Away mobile food pantry! 



The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 4, at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall with a 

Zoom option. 

The Finance Committee Meets in June 

 

The new Church Directory is available! If you ordered a hard copy, please pick it up in the breezeway. If 

you would like a hard copy of the directory, let the front office know if you would like it loose leaf, bound 

with a clear cover, or in a three-ring binder. A pdf is also be available in the Directory area of our website. 

New Directory 

To all lay leadership: Charge Conference report forms are now available. They are due back 

at on October 18, to be reviewed at the Church Council Meeting on October 25. The 

Charge Conference will be November 13 at Ebenezer UMC. 

Charge Conference 

The work of the Church Council of Stewards is to envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate 

Nolensville First UMC’s ministry and mission. Please join us on Tuesday, October 25, at 7pm in the 

Fellowship Hall with a Zoom option. The Church Council will also meet on November 6 and December 

6. 

The Church Council of Stewards Meets in October 

10/1 Nick Wilson, Joseff Ribble; 10/3 Susan Baker, Kate Schaub, Levi Campbell; 

10/4 David Clore, Griffin Stackhouse; 10/5 Nancy Hatcher; 

10/6 Nancy Allen, Angie Jeffries, Ryman Owsley; 10/9 Carolyn Crigger; 

10/10 Nancy Walker; 10/12 Ethan Hall; 10/13 Patsy Elliott; 10/14 Sam Ringenberg; 

10/15 Eileen Hogshead; 10/16 Penny Belden; 10/19 Geoffrey Reed; 

10/21 Ben Ribble;10/22 Sharon Bowater, Cathy Campbell, Matthew McGarvey; 

10/23 Tom Woodcock; 10/26 Debra Ryan, Katherine McGee, Hannah Jones; 

10/27 Pat Patton; 10/28 Dana Cunningham, Scott Phillips, Ginger Milne, 

Macy Gray, Freya Rosenquist; 10/30 Brad Tompkins 

 

10/6 Zannie & Keith Martin (21); 10/9 Annalise & Nick Mucci (1); 

10/10 Sue & Brad Harki (35); 10/11 Elizabeth & Bart Pfeiffer (8); 

10/12 Breann & Whit Jackson (9); 10/19 Amy & Mike Owsley (21),  

Nelda & Robert Vest (37); 10/21 Laurie & Jason Bostelman (16); 

10/22 Kathryn (Nichols) & Jonathon Kresse (6); 10/24 Alex & Andrew Tipton  (7); 

10/25 Rachel & Alfred Eller (14); 10/29 Charlotte & Len Iseldyke; 

and a very special congratulations to Lisa & John Thompson on their 10th 

wedding anniversary on October 12! 

 

The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 11, at 7pm in the 

Fellowship Hall with a Zoom option. 

The Board of Trustees Meets in October 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

            1 

8am Family to 

Family 

5pm Reception 

  

2 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

2pm Youth Ignite 

Sunday 

 

3 

4pm Girl Scouts 

2992 

7pm Lions Club 

4 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff lunch 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

7pm Finance 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

5:30pm GROW 

6 

10:30am Friendly 

Neighbors 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

7 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

 

8 

8am Family to 

Family 

2pm Rusty Smith 

Memorial 

9 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Second 

Sunday 

Breakfast 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

 

10 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

11 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

7pm Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

12 

10:30am UMW 

  

13 

1:15pm Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

14 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

15 

8am Family to 

Family 

  

16 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

4pm OCC 

Packing Party 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

7pm Lions Club 

18 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy 

Scouts298 

19 

5:30pm GROW 

20 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

21 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

22 

8am Family to 

Family 

23 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

Youth Bonfire 

24 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

25 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

7pm CCoS 

 

 

 

 

26 

5:30pm GROW 

27 

1pm Prayer 

Shawls 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

28 

10:30am Young 

Hearts 

  

29 

7am Lions Club 

Pancake 

Breakfast 

8am Family to 

Family 

30 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

5pm Trunk or 

Treat 

 

31 

  

          


