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Our Mission: 

Nolensville First United Methodist Church 

Geared Up for Life - Continued 

While the first half of Ephesians has a big-picture spiritual WHY focus, the second half of the letter focuses 

on practical applications and the HOW. Paul has worked to develop the theme of unity in Ephesians 1-3. 

Now he explains how that unity can be achieved starting in chapter 4. 

He talks about the elements we Christians all have in common. Then he explains how even different 

spiritual gifts work together to produce a mature body of believers through the Holy Spirit. 

We pick up the last part of our scripture from the end of August in Ephesians 4: "But to each one of us 

grace has been given as Christ apportioned it." (Ephesians 4:7) 

Once Paul has established the groundwork for the unity of the church, he goes on to explain the diversity 

within the body: The spiritual gifts Christ has given cannot be counted. They can be classified into types 

and categories. But there are varieties even then. For example, we serve a God who has created 

categories of trees — oaks, pines, palms — but within these broad categories we see individual species. 

Some trees grow well on sandy soil. Others struggle to grow in the crevices of granite outcroppings. Some 

are tall, others are broader, and still others have long branches. 

Spiritual gifts are no different. God has made human beings wonderfully diverse. There are different factors 

like our physical build, temperament, how we were raised, our birth order, artistic, intellectual, and 

language ability, our emotional sensitivity, our spiritual aptitude, talents, skills, and abilities. 

Then Paul talks in Ephesians 4:11-16 that the purpose of pastors and leaders is to develop ministry: “It was 

He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 

and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 

up" (Ephesians 4:11-12) 

In other words, the job of pastors, teachers, and other ministers is to 

equip, prepare, and train the believers so they can learn to 

function in their own ministries. This is the way that the church is built 

up; not by the leaders doing everything themselves, but by the 

leaders equipping the rest of the community at Nolensville First to 



function in their own ministries. 

We succeed in becoming a healthier congregation when we equip and move into motivating, training, 

and deploying the people in our pews in a variety of ministries according to the gifts of each member, all 

of whom bring strength and depth to the ministry of the Body as a whole, and which bring about the 

maturity of the Body. 

Then the purpose of ministry is to develop maturity; Paul says: “Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 

Christ.” (Ephesians 4:13) 

Look at the description of the healthy, mature church that is talked about in verse 13 and the following 

verses: 

• Unity in the faith and in the knowledge of Jesus (13a) 

• Attaining to the fullness of Christ (13b) 

• Speaking the truth in love (15a) 

• Growing up into Christ, the Head of the Body (15b) 

• An infrastructure of joined and supporting bones, ligaments, and muscles, which can then 

support (16a) 

• Sustained bodily growth (16b) 

• Sustained development of increased strength and new infrastructure as needed (16c) 

• With each part of the body doing its work (16d) 

When this begins to take shape, we will not be "infants" who are tossed and blown about and 

manipulated. Then people will not be deceiving each other with surface-level stuff or "tell it like it is" 

bluntness which blows the other person away. Instead, we'll be "speaking the truth," but also speaking it 

"with love." They have to go together and often they do not. Honesty with tenderness and compassion will 

build Christ's church.  

The last phrase of this passage, "as each part does its work" (v. 16d), really brings us back to where we 

started. The job of the leaders at every level is to equip each part to do its work. Ultimately, each one of us 

as a member must commit ourselves to giving our time and energy to the gifts and ministries God has given 

each of us. 

Very soon our Serving Opportunities (Time & Talent) will be available to see where it is that God is calling 

you to serve and live out your calling with the God-given gifts entrusted to you. When we can get this right, 

we will be well on our way to effectiveness of ministry and maturity at multiple levels. 

But it requires each one of us to discover our own ministries and begin to practice them effectively ("so that 

the body of Christ may be built up") and diligently ("as each part does its work"). 

Are you ready to build up the Body of Christ?  There is so much we can do together.  

Rev. Jeremy Squires 

pastorjeremy@nolensvilleumc.org 



Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross blood drive in August and we 

made a difference! The drive collected 49 pints of blood which will 

help up to 147 patients! Your efforts have helped boost the 

community blood supply and ensure hospital patients have the lifesaving blood they need.  

Red Cross Blood Drive Results 

On Thursday, September 8, 1:15-7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will host 

a Red Cross blood drive. Please make an appointment at 

www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code “Nolensville.” Streamline 

your donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting 

www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation 

reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Ebenezer UMC is hosting Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every Monday at 5:30pm at 101 King Street in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Nolensville Gratitude Group 

Our unit held a "shower" of wish-listed 

items for a local nonprofit in Williamson 

County called Art Helps Cancer at our 

August meeting. The items are used to fill 

baskets with items given to patients 

undergoing treatments for cancer, 

including fleece blankets, socks, journals, 

notepads, puzzle books, pens, hand 

sanitizer, lotion, pocket packs of tissues, 

lemon drops, hard candies, crocheted 

shawls and more. In addition, our unit 

purchased 22 copies of a book for breast 

cancer patients called The Silver 

Lining and presented a check for $100 for 

Art Helps Cancer to use for other needs. A member of our Prayer Shawl Ministry donated and has offered 

to make additional fleece blankets with a teddy bear sewn in the center for pediatric patients.  Our unit is 

helping her with the expense of materials. 

United Methodist Women Support Art Helps Cancer 

From left to right in the photo: Janice Barger and Sandy Green from 

our unit and from Art Helps Cancer Anna Hill holding the check and 

Debbie Rae holding a copy of the book. 

Ebenezer UMC is celebrating their 153rd anniversary! On Saturday, September 10, 

10am-4pm, the EUMC Men’s Group will host their annual Community Fish Fry. Fish 

dinner for $12 will include fish, two sides and dessert. Come join us at 101 King Street in 

Nolensville! 

Community Fish Fry 



It is that time of year again! Jacob’s Ladder preschool begins September 6 and the 

teachers at Jacobs Ladder have set up classrooms, have their curriculum in order, are 

praying over their children, and we wanted to thank you for your continued support of 

this ministry. We are beyond grateful and excited about this wonderful new year. The 

staff meeting had a great start with Pastor Jeremy blessing the teachers and the 

classrooms and we are gearing up for a fantastic start. The teachers were so excited to be reunited and 

celebrated with their first meeting in our beautiful new Foundation with a wonderful luncheon prepared by 

Ms. T.  Look for many highlights to be shared with you this year. Please keep us all in your prayers as we 

begin again! 

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News 

 

Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks 

Ministries. Each month they are concentrating on a particular need of 

GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire congregation to help. In 

September, they are collecting boxed meals. Every month they are collecting the following items for the 

Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding 

cups. You may drop the donations in the baskets in the breezeway or foyer. Thank you!  

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries 

Starting Wednesday, September 7, we will start weekly Wednesday night 

programming for all ages. Please join us for any or all of activities - see 

schedule below. 

However, we do need RSVPs so that we have enough food for our 

fellowship dinner. Please send your family’s name and how many adults, 

youth, and children will be there by email (numc@nolensvilleumc.org), text (615-475-8108), phone (615-776-

2815), or online (www.WeLoveWhereWeLove.org). Please RSVP by noon on the Tuesday before each night. 

Donations will be accepted: suggested $10 for adults, $5 children. 

Schedule 

• 5:30-6:15 pm Fellowship Dinner served (Fellowship Hall) including Youth 

• 6-6:30 pm Children’s Music Time (Choir Room) 

• 6-7:30 pm Youth reCharge (Foundation) 

• 6:30-7:30 pm WONDER KIDS! (Fellowship or Journey Rooms) 

• 6:30-7:30 pm Choir (Sanctuary) 

• 6:30-7:30 pm Adult Study (Fellowship Hall) 

• 7:30-8:30 pm Praise Band (Sanctuary) 

GROW (Growing Relationships on Wednesdays) 

Nolensville First UMC is honored to host NAMI’s Family-to-Family program starting 

October 1. This is a free 8-session educational program for family, significant others, 

and friends of people with mental health conditions. If you are interested visit 

www.nami.org/familytofamily, or preregister with Lisa at 815-354-8927 by September 20. 

Family-to-Family 



Tonia Bush 

Youth Director 

youth@nolensvilleumc.org 

The Youth are having a blast in the Foundation! We are 

enjoying the bright, open space to fellowship and grow in 

our faith together. 

Youth & Parent Meeting for TWK Youth Gathering: If you 

have signed up for TWK Youth Gathering in October, this is 

a mandatory meeting for youth and their parents. We will 

meet in the cafe of the Foundation area on Sunday, 

September 11, at 10am. Our meeting should last 

approximately 30 minutes. 

reCharge Wednesdays  is a time where we have dinner 

together, fellowship, and dig deeper into the Bible. We will 

be using the Fathom curriculum studying Joshua-Judges 

which is a four lesson study. We meet in the Foundation 6-7:30pm. 

Youth Sunday School is an opportunity for Youth to discussion, study engaging Bible curriculum, and grow 

in their faith journey. We meet in the educational area of the Foundation weekly. 

Ignite Sundays is when we get together for fun and fellowship! Youth meet 2-3:30pm in the Foundation. We 

have snacks, games, and hang out time  Some Sundays we go do things together such as bowling or 

skating. What better way to spend your Sunday afternoons! 

Upcoming Important Dates: 

Sept 1  - Deadline to sign up for TWK Youth Gathering 

Sept 4  - No Ignite Sunday 

Sept 7  - reCharge Wednesday 6-7:30 in the Foundation  

Sept 11  - Youth & Parent Meeting for those attending TWK Youth Gathering @ 10am in the Cafe 

                    - Dedication of the Foundation @ 5pm 

Sept 14 - reCharge Wednesday 6-7:30 in the Foundation  

Sept 16-18  - Family Fall Retreat 

Sept. 21 - reCharge Wednesday 6-7:30pm in the Foundation  

Sept 25 - No Ignite Sunday 

Sept 28 - reCharge Wednesday 6-7:30 in the Foundation  

 

We need adults to serve with us each Wednesday and Sunday that Youth meet. Safe Sanctuary 

recommends that we have two adults when working with youth or children 17 years old and younger.  

Here is the Sign Up Genius link to serve with myself and the Youth: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/20F094AADA72EA7F49-sunday   

More Youth Ministry News 

Blessings, 



Children's Music and WONDER KIDS!  

We will be introducing our church's new Wednesday evening programming — GROW (Growing 

Relationships on Wednesday) beginning September 7. There will be options available for all ages, but 

several things are geared specifically for children through fifth grade. 

• There will be Children's Music Time 6-6:30pm with Ms. Regan in the Choir Room. 

• At 6:30-7:30pm we will have a new program called WONDER KIDS! developed by Mr. B. All 

children will meet together for a clublike atmosphere. There will be skits, games, discussions, and 

crafts centered around Biblical themes. Our theme for the month of September is "Bible Art." Mr. 

B. will be asking for a different parent volunteer to assist each week.  

Trunk or Treat - Sunday, October 30 

Save the date for our annual Trunk or Treat churchwide activity. Adults and families will be asked to 

decorate their cars and dress up while children from the church and the community come through our 

parking lot to gather treats. Please let Mr. B know if you are willing to host a decorated car this year. The 

more we have participating the better the experience is for the kids. We do rely on generous donations of 

Halloween candy from our church members for use as the treats we distribute, so begin to watch for the 

candy sales when you do your grocery shopping over the next few weeks. 

David Belden 

Children and Family Director 

children@nolensvilleumc.org 

Children’s Ministry News 

 

Eternal God, we praise You for the great company of all those who have finished their 

course in faith and now rest from their labor. We praise You for those dear to us whom 

we name in our hearts before You. Especially we praise You for Jimmy and Lester, 

whom You have graciously received into Your presence. To all of these, grant your 

peace. Let light perpetual shine upon them; and help us so to believe where we have 

not seen, and that Your presence may lead us through our years, and bring us at last with them into the joy 

of Your home not made with hands but eternal in the heavens; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Jimmy Wayne Alexander 

November 30, 1940 - August 5, 2022 

In Loving Memory 

Raymond Lester Hitt 

June 14, 1931 - August 27, 2022 



Jacob’s Ladder Preschool starts on September 6. With the increase of vehicles cutting through our parking 

lot, on Monday through Thursday mornings, we will be blocking off a crosswalk for the children from the 

East Entrance to the pavilion. All parking lot entrances will be open, but vehicles will not be able to cross 

between the north and east lots.  

Jacob’s Ladder Crosswalk 

The REFRESH project is COMPLETE and it is time to celebrate all the hard work 

and the beautiful area we have created for our youth and our community! 

There have been a LOT of volunteers, contributors, contractors, outside entities, 

and prayers that been involved in the successful completion of this project, and 

we would like to invite all to help consecrate this sacred part of Nolensville First 

UMC. 

We hope you can join us on Sunday, September 11, a ta Rededication 

Celebration. Rev. Vona Wilson, the Harpeth River District Superintendent, will be 

joining us for this happy occasion. Light refreshments will be served.   

It has been a long process, and as a committee, we are extremely proud of the hard work that so many 

people have provided. When we look at pictures of the area before, during, and after renovation, we are 

thrilled with the final product. We think the church members who conceived this building in 1893-1897, 

those who dug the basement in the 1930s, and those who updated it through the years would be quite 

satisfied with our latest modification. We look forward to MANY more years of continued use! Thank you to 

all who have been involved, we appreciate you!    

Kevin Gavin & Jeff Mucci, Committee Chairs 

Rededication of the Foundation 

Please join us on September 11 at 9:30am for Second Sunday Breakfast. Bring a 

favorite breakfast dish to share and come fellowship between the services with church 

family.  

Second Sunday Breakfast 

The 2022 NFUMC Directory is almost done and looking pretty good! We have made 

many updates to addresses, phones numbers, email addresses, and pictures. We have 

included a list of the Church Committees, providing a short description of the 

committee’s work, and the members of each committee. We have also added 

information on birthdays and anniversaries. There will be multiple ways to access the 

new directory; online listings, a pdf download on the website, or a printed copy on 

request. We plan on updating the printed copy every six months.  

Two dates to remember: 

September 15 – The last day to submit additions/modifications to the new directory 

September 30 – The new directory will be ready!  

Directory: Last Call 



9/1 Emily Thompson; 9/2 Lynette Jones; 9/5 Lukas Rosenquist; 9/6 Delana Easley; 

9/9 Kent DeVinney, Brady Clark; 9/14 Aidan Clark; 9/15 Harrison Burch; 

9/17 Sandy Glenn; 9/20 Darrell Hall; 9/25 Christina Clark; 9/26 Kathy Maynard; 

9/27 Hilda Swindell, Marshall Amis; 9/29 Carolyn Battle, Gail Howell, Jim Pickett; 

9/30 Ruby Douglas, Lindsey Kinsman, Lauren Kinsman 

 

9/3 Joyce & Pat Patton (68); 9/8 Kent & Rebecca DeVinney (15); 

9/10 Dana & Ken Cunningham (26); 9/12 Janice & Hugh Barger (52);  

9/29 Christina & Daniel Clark (15) 

And a special congratulations to Nancy & Jim Shade on their 40th wedding 

anniversary on September 5  

 

The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 139, at 7pm in the 

Fellowship Hall with a Zoom option. 

The Board of Trustees Meets in September 

Church offices will be closed on Monday, September 5, in observance of Labor Day. 

Offices Closed 

To all lay leaders: the Finance Committee would like your wish-list for the 2023 budget 

by Friday, September 30. They will start working on the budget in October. 

2023 Budget Wish-List 

By request, Nolensville First  UMC is now able to accept gifts of stock and securities. For 

transfer information, please contact Sharon at finance@nolensvilleumc.org. 

Gifts of Stock 

To all lay leadership: Charge Conference report forms are now available. After Labor Day, 

Chris will distribute them and they will be due back at the beginning of October, to be 

reviewed at the Church Council Meeting on October 25. The Charge Conference itself has 

not been scheduled.  

Charge Conference 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 

10:30am Friendly 

Neighbors 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

 

2 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

3 

  

4 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

 

5 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Offices Closed 

7pm Lions Club 

 

6 

Jacob's Ladder 

First Day 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

7 

5:30pm GROW 

  

8 

10am Advanced 

Tai Chi 

1:15pm Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

 

 

 

 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

 

9 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

10 

10am Ebenezer 

UMC Fish Fry 

11 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Second 

Sunday 

Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

5pm Foundation 

Rededication 

 

 

 

12 

4pm Girl Scout 

2992 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

13 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

Meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

7pm Trustees 

  

14 

10:30am UMW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm GROW 

  

15 

10am Advanced 

Tai Chi 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

16 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 17 

18 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

2pm Youth Ignite 

Sunday 

 

19 

7pm Lions Club 

20 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

Meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

21 

5:30pm GROW 

  

22 

1pm Prayer 

Shawls 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Cub Scouts 

297 

23 

10:30am Young 

Hearts 

 

 

 

5pm Wedding 

Rehearsal 

24 

8am Youth 

Service Project 

2pm Wedding & 

Reception 

25 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Coffee & 

Conversation 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

  

26 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

27 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

Meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

28 

5:30pm GROW 

  

29 

10am Advanced 

Tai Chi 

30 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

  


