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Our Mission: 

Nolensville First United Methodist Church 

Let’s Build It Together 

The men of Jericho built the adjoining section, and Zaccur son of Imri built next to them. (Nehemiah 3:2) 

One of the books of the Bible that has spoken to me most during this time of ongoing transition during the last two 

years is Nehemiah. The story of how Nehemiah asked to return to Jerusalem to rebuild after the Babylonian exile 

contains many lessons for all of us as we rebuild after our exile. 

Chapter 3 is one of those chapters in Nehemiah that consists largely of unpronounceable names and long-forgotten 

people! It can be discouraging to come to a chapter like this and not recognize any of the names. But it tells the story 

of the work of repairing the gates and walls of Jerusalem that Nehemiah had been sent there to do. 

The basic thing Chapter 3 tells us is that they all worked together. All through this account, you will find the phrase 

“next to him worked” so and so, and “next to them worked” others. Some of them worked more, others less, and, 

unfortunately, some did not work at all. They helped one another. Nehemiah had so marvelously organized this 

project that each one had a section of the wall or a gate assigned to him. 

We also notice they worked near their home. Look at verse 10: Jedaiah made repairs opposite his house. Verse 23 tells 

of certain men who made repairs in front of their house. The important truth that emerges is that this is God's design 

for ministry. God has placed us all strategically where God wants us to be. Your neighborhood, office, or home is 

where your ministry should be as a follower Christ. That is why God put you there. 

And then there is also where God has strategically placed you to be in the church community, too. God has sent you 

to Nolensville First to do something as God as sent me here, as well.  In John 15, Jesus said to His disciples that He had 

appointed them, and the word means strategically placed them. He had put them in the place where He wanted 

them to be. This is brought out beautifully in Nehemiah as we watch these people laboring in their own 

neighborhood. 

One commentator has said: God is a great believer in putting names down. That is true. There are many chapters like 

this in the Scriptures. But that should really encourage us. It means that 

God has not forgotten our names either. 

The central teaching of this chapter is that in putting lives back together, 

we need and must seek help from each other. This is a great chapter 

about cooperation. It illustrates the New Testament truth concerning the 

body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12,  among others, teach 

that believers in Christ are part of a worldwide body, made up of many 

members. We belong to each other, and so we are to help one another 

and bear one another's burdens. This is portrayed in a very dramatic way 

throughout this chapter. 



Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross blood drive in June and we made a 

difference! The drive collected 47 pints of blood which will help up to 141 

patients! Your efforts have helped boost the community blood supply and 

ensure hospital patients have the lifesaving blood they need.  

Red Cross Blood Drive Results 

Would you like a local volunteer opportunity? Volunteers will gather Saturday, July 2, at Town Hall at 8am and go to 

public spaces and areas which have been reported within Town limits until 10am. The town will provide vests, pickers, 

and bags for clean ups. Individuals are encouraged to bring their own gloves. Age 13 and up are welcome to 

attend. Children under 18 will need to have a parent or guardian with them and cannot be left unattended. More 

information and register at: https://www.nolensvilletn.gov/community/residents/keep_nolensville_beautiful.php. 

Keep Nolensville Beautiful 

We learn from the New Testament that there are two things you cannot say any longer when you become a 

Christian. The first is, You do not need me. Everyone in the body of Christ needs everyone else. The second is, I do not 

need you. You and I do need others! It is the awareness of that truth that makes a church a living, warm, vital, and 

loving fellowship. 

In the summoning of the people of Jerusalem to rebuild their walls and their gates, we learn that all the people were 

involved in the project. That portrays for us an important principle of the New Testament: that the ministry of the 

church belongs to everyone in the congregation. I do not know any truth more important for the accomplishing of 

God's work than that. 

Susan, Hannah, and I look forward to being fully present in our ministry together as we move into the parsonage on 

July 6 & 7 after having traveled to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for the National Holstein Convention where Susan has 

been a leader for years (black and white dairy cows have always been a major part of Susan’s life.)  

There is something for everyone to do as we prepare for our last major opportunity this summer to reach out to our 

Nolensville community this month for Vacation Bible School. And getting ready to get back to everything in the fall. 

When we work together, we can accomplish amazing things that bring glory and praise to God’s name and continue 

to build the kingdom of God here on earth. Let’s build it one block at a time — together.  

Rev. Jeremy Squires 

pastorjeremy@nolensvilleumc.org 

On Thursday, July 14, 1:15-7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will host a Red Cross blood 

drive. Please make an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code 

“Nolensville.” Streamline your donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by 

visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and 

health history questions on the day of your appointment. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. 

Each month they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and 

they encourage the entire congregation to help. In July, they are collecting 

shampoo. Every month they are collecting the following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit 

snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. You may drop the donations in the baskets in the 

breezeway or foyer. Thank you!  

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries 



Dear Nolensville First United Methodist Church, 

The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the local 

neighborhoods we call home. Our stores are on a mission not to be just part of but 

to help create a stronger community. We recognize that every community has unique causes that need support. 

Thank you for being such an important organization in our community. 

From March through May, 2022, 25 households contributed $118.98 to Nolensville First UMC. If you would also like to 

have Kroger give to the church every time you shop there, visit www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards and link your 

Kroger Card with Nolensville First UMC (account number YY167). 

~Community Rewards Staff  

Kroger Community Rewards 

Now that we have reached July, the children's department is in countdown mode to the opening of our Vacation 

Bible school on July 17 through 21. We currently have 50 kids registered, with more sure to register in the coming days. 

And thanks to over 50 VBS volunteers, we know this year will be a big success. Our Food Truck Party Vacation Bible 

School runs 6-8:30pm. On July 21, we will have a VBS Family Picnic/Party, and all are welcome. 

Sunday, July 24, our worship services will recap the week's activities and we will share some of the songs and Bible 

stories that were introduced to the children during the week. We hope everyone will plan to attend that Sunday. 

We are still accepting donations to help cover the costs associated with VBS. There is a donation tile of the church's 

giving page for those who wish to donate online. If you donate via the Sunday collection plate, please indicate your 

gift is for VBS. Thank you! 

David Belden 

Children and Family Director 

children@nolensvilleumc.org 

Children’s Ministry News 

Well, it is that time of the year: the time when the Jacobs Ladder staff is enjoying their much 

needed vacation! We like to take this time to regroup and renew our minds and hearts for the 

next year ahead. We are so grateful for all the excitement and support we received from the 

church staff and congregation this year!  In addition we are equally excited for the next year as 

we anxiously await our new beginning. We ask you all to please be in prayer for our staff and 

children that we have another wonderful successful year. In other news, if you are interested in teaching music or 

chapel, please give Ms. Tonia a call! 

Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their learning. (Proverbs 9:9) 

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News 

 



Tonia Bush 

Youth Director 

youth@nolensvilleumc.org 

Mountain T.O.P.: Mountain T.O.P. Mission Week was a 

success!  Our group was privileged to serve with the community 

in Van Buren County, Tennessee. We enjoyed our time working, 

fellowshipping, worshipping and sweating! There will be a time 

of sharing our service experience in worship on July 17. 

Water Squirt Gun Battle: Water Squirt Gun Battle is HAPPENING! 

Come ready for water squirt gun battle from 7-8:30pm on 

Wednesday, July 13, at the church! Meet in the picnic pavilion, 

dress for getting wet, wear shoes you can run in without 

slipping, bring a beach towel, and be ready to have some fun!  

Decorate for Vacation Bible School: Help decorate for VBS 

party Saturday, July 16, at 11am Meet in Fellowship Hall and 

pizza will be provided! We will be done when all the decorating 

is complete. 

Youth Service in Worship: On Sunday, July 17, the Youth will be participating in both worship times. If you are 

interested in serving, let Ms. T know! 

VBS Week, July 17-21: Youth will meet Ms. T for a cool treat after VBS each night: 

 July 17 - Popsicles in Picnic Pavilion 

 July 18 - Sonic 

 July 19 - Sweet CeCe's 

 July 20 - Make your own sundaes at church 

 July 21 - Participate in the Block Party held at church 

Lunch Bunch: Eat with the Lunch Bunch on Friday, July 29, 11am. Bring a lunch to the pavilion (or Fellowship Hall if the 

weather doesn’t cooperate) and eat with Ms. T and the retirees of our congregation! 

Sunday School: Youth Sunday School is now meeting in The Foundation (basement) area. 

Sunday School is 9:45-10:30am. Come join us for a time of study and fellowship! 

Looking Ahead: 

August 7 - Youth Messy Games for rising sixth through twelfth graders, 2-4pm 

August 14 - Back To School Bash and Youth Parent Meeting (time to be determined) 

September 24 - One Gen Away Mobile Pantry, 7:30am-noon 

October 7-9 - TWK Youth Gathering at Gaylord Opryland   

Youth Ministry News 



Adult Choir: The choir is taking a well-deserved break for the month of July. We 

are so grateful for their willingness to serve so faithfully. Let us not forget to also 

mention our faithful accompanists, Sandi Zimmermann and Delana Easley! We 

will start choir back up in August, which is a great opportunity to join (back in or 

for the first time.) We would love to have some new faces join the choir! Contact 

Regan (music@nolensvilleumc.org) for more information. 

Christmas Tea Announcement! A number of people have wondered if the Christmas Tea will return in 2022. The 

answer is a qualified "yes." The Music Department is once again willing to organize the tea as a fundraiser for the Dot 

Arnold Scholarship, but we will need help. We would like some information from the women of the church. Would you 

please let us know these three things: 1) Would you attend if the Christmas Tea returns? 2) Are you interested in 

hosting a table? 3) Are you willing to join the planning team? Please email your responses ASAP to Regan. 

Praise Team: What a blessing our Praise Team is to our first service! Such gifted musicians — we are thankful for the 

time they take to present excellent music, that we would be drawn into the presence of the Lord. If you would like to 

be a part of the Praise Team, please contact Regan. 

Music Ministry News 

Regan Love 

Music Director 

music@nolensvilleumc.org 

Ready to cook up some fun? Cokesbury's Food Truck Party VBS invites children of all 

ages to get on a roll with God as a parade of Food Trucks rolls into their 

neighborhood for the summer's biggest party, July 17-21, 6-8:30pm! 

This VBS invites children to pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11; "Give us this day 

our daily bread." These words serve as a reminder that everything we have comes 

from God — and that it is by turning to God in prayer that all of our daily needs are 

met. 

Through stories in both the Old and New Testaments, this VBS opens kids' eyes to the 

countless ways God provides, loves, and cares for us while inviting them to join God in providing , loving, and caring 

for others. 

At the center of the Food Truck Party is a special food truck called "On a Roll." Here, kids (or "Chefs") will learn from the 

food truck's Top Chef, along with DJ Cupcake (an adorable cupcake puppet), about the Daily Specials (Daily 

Learnings), which are lines from the well-loved prayer that teaches us to turn to God to meet our needs. 

The goal of this VBS is to help children build on the practice of using daily prayer to turn to God for their needs — and 

also to serve as the hands of God in ensuring that the needs of others are met. 

Vacation Bible School: Food Truck Party 

Exciting news! Pastor Jeremy and Susan are making the move to our Nolensville parsonage. Their 

move requires multiple steps between Saturday, July 2 and Saturday, July 9, with additional 

unpacking and set-up opportunities in the week of July 11. We want to bless them with multiple 

volunteer helpers! If you are interested, please visit bit.ly/3y7A63g for specific opportunities, and 

sign up for the day(s) of your  choice. If you have any questions, please contact Amy Owsley 

(amyowsley@msn.com) or Lynette Jones (lmjones0902@gmail.com) or, for the parsonage 

cleaning day, Susan Baker (susanbaker@comcast.net).  

Helping the Squires Family to Move 

 



It is time for a new NFUMC Directory, whether online or a new paper copy!  We last updated 

our directory information in 2018, so we are sure some information has changed and needs to 

be updated. If you are new to NFUMC, we need to add you to the directory.  

Currently, the directory information resides on the church computer network and can be 

accessed from the NFUMC website. The neat thing about the data being on the church 

network, YOU can change YOUR information if you would like; see the instructions at 

www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/directory for modifying information specific to you. If you would 

prefer to provide updated information via a paper form, that is okay: the Directory Committee 

will be happy to make the changes for you. They will be around on July 3, 10, & 17 with paper copies. Just fill the form 

out and return it to the front office or the Directory Committee and the changes will be made. 

What about an updated picture, you ask? Today’s technology has made taking pictures VERY easy, most of our cell 

phones take good pictures. If you would like to add a picture of you or your family, or you would like to update the 

four-year-old pic that currently resides in the directory, take those pics and send them to the front office. If you are 

not comfortable with taking and sending a pic to us, let one of us know and we’d be happy to take the pic and get it 

added to the directory.  

So how do we get started?  

 You can fill out the paper form and send it to the church office 

 You can log into the online directory and make changes to YOUR information 

 You can take a picture of you and your family and send it to us, or we can take a picture of you and your 

family 

For more information and instructions are at www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/directory. 

New Directory Updates 

The Board of Trustees is pleased to announce that the Lucien & Carolyn Hughes Battle Memorial 

Scholarship for 2022 has been awarded to Catherine “Alex” Campbell.  Alex will be attending 

Dartmouth University where they will explore career opportunities where they can help people who 

are less fortunate and who are oppressed. 

Lucien & Carolyn Battle Scholarship 

7/1 Charles Light, Laura Quick, Jacob Wang; 7/2 Maddie Lindsey; 7/3 Leah Sharrar; 

7/6 Andrew Church, Nikki Ringenberg; 7/7 Scarlett Maurer; 7/8 Mason Campbell; 

7/11 Connie Fisher; 7/14 Ella Jowers; 7/15 David Hackett; 7/16 Sandy Murray; 

7/18 Jerry Jones, Tressa Tuck; 7/19 Rusty Moore; 7/20 Robert Vest, Alex Tipton; 

7/23 Donna Burdge; 7/24 Jaycie Stitt; 7/26 Kristin Wilson; 7/31 Emma Bowater 

 

7/7 Susan & Don Smithburg (38); 7/10 Jamie & Jimmy Stitt (18); 

7/11 Pam & Craig Taylor (35); 7/14 Elaine & Presley Hughes (55); 

7/15 Betty & Jimmy Reaves (56); 7/28 Susan & Jeremy Squires (15)  

and very special congratulations to 

Nancy & Tom Hatcher who will celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on July 20, 

to Kim & Bobby Jones who will celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary on July 20, 

and to Bobbi & Johnnie Toombs who will celebrate their 30th wedding anniversary on July 22. 

 

On Sunday, July 17, Pastor Jeremy will have a “Joining July.” All those interested in church membership are 

encouraged to contact Pastor Jeremy (pastorjeremy@nolensvilleumc.org or 615-283-0135) to learn how you can 

support our church family through prayer, presence, gifts, service, and witness. Which leads us to... 

Joining July 



The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting to Tuesday, July 12, at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall with 

a Zoom option. 

The Board of Trustees Meets in July 

Did you know that we have a Lost & Found at Nolensville First UMC? Items in it have included 

jackets, reading glasses, earbuds, and fancy chargers. (Some items spend a week or two in the 

front office before going down there.) So next time you think you might have left something at 

church, look for the Lost & Found signs in the northeast corner of the Fellowship Hall. 

Lost & Found 

The Trustees noticed some hail damage on our Sanctuary roof. They have been working with 

our insurance company and roofing contractors about replacing it. The insurance company 

has agreed to cover the cost of all of our shingled roofs to be replaced, on both sides of the 

church and the breezeway. Watch for work over the summer. What a way to steward the gifts 

that God has given us! Thank you, Trustees! 

Did You Know? 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          1 

  

2 

6pm Town Star 

Spangled 

Celebration 

 

3 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am 

Worship 

 

4 

  

  

  

Offices Closed 

7pm Lions Club 

5 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

  

6 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

7 

10am 

Advanced Tai 

Chi 

10:30am 

Friendly 

Neighbors 

 

8 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

  

9 

8am UMM 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm 

Reception 

  

10 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am 

Worship 

11 

  

12 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Trustees 

13 

10:30am UMW 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Youth 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

 

14 

10am 

Advanced Tai 

Chi 

1:15pm Red 

Cross Blood 

Drive 

15 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

  

16 

11am Youth 

17 

Joining July 

Youth Service 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am 

Worship 

6pm VBS 

 

 

 

  

18 

6pm VBS 

19 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

6pm VBS 

20 

6pm VBS 

21 

10am 

Advanced Tai 

Chi 

6pm VBS Block 

Party 

22 

10:30am Young 

Hearts 

  

23 

  

24 

VBS 

Celebration 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am 

Worship 

 

25 26 

12:30pm Tai Chi 

for Arthritis 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

27 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

28 

10am 

Advanced Tai 

Chi 

1pm Prayer 

Shawls 

 

 

 

 

29 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

30 

31 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am 

Worship 

5pm Hymn Sing 

 

 

 

 

      


