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Our Mission: 

Nolensville First United Methodist Church 

Are You Ready to Return to God? 

The 40 days of Lent are a time for both new and longtime Christians to hear God's call to return with all our 

hearts, Do you need a new beginning, to return to God? One that refreshes God’s call in your life? It begins 

with Ash Wednesday and Sunday and continues through the next 40 days of our own turning around in 

repentance, reconciliation with God, and connecting to one another. And then preparing to publicly 

proclaim again our belief in the crucified and risen Christ. Every year, this is the time to revisit and return to 

the beginnings of our Christian journey of freedom and new life. God pursues us and says to each one of 

us, “It is time to return to Me with all your heart.” But will we? 

We pursue happiness, fame, fortune, and success. When we begin to pursue greater meaning in our lives, 

we discover a God who loves us is pursuing us. How can we trust a love so encompassing? How can we 

accept God’s love and love God back? That is what we are exploring as we start our journey once again 

towards Easter and celebrate the Resurrection. 

Join us in-person or online for our sermon series “PURSUED”: 

 March 6 TEMPTED Luke 4:1-13 

 March 13 ASTOUNDED & AMAZED Luke 9:37-43 

 March 20 WASTED Luke 13:1-9  

 March 27 CELEBRATED Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

 April 3 ANOINTED John 12:1-8 

 April 10 FORGIVEN Luke 19:28-40  Luke 22:14-23:56 

Blessings in Christ, 

 

Rev. Jeremy Squires 

pastorjeremy@nolensvilleumc.org 



Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks 

Ministries. Each month they are concentrating on a particular need of 

GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire congregation to help. In 

March, they are collecting cereal. Every month they are collecting the following items for the Fuel Bag 

program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. You 

may drop the donations off on a Sunday, or at the front office during office hours. Thank you!  

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries 

ALERT: Right now, the American Red Cross is facing a national blood crisis – its 

worst blood shortage in over a decade, posing a concerning risk to patient 

care. On Thursday, March 10, 1:15-7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will host a 

Red Cross blood drive. Please make an appointment at 

www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code “Nolensville.” Streamline your 

donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to 

complete your pre-donation reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

The Friendly Neighbors FCE club meets the first Thursday of every month in the Fellowship Hall, 10:30-

11:30am. Come join us on March 3 and enjoy a short program and updates on many community projects. 

For more information, please visit www.williamson.tennessee.edu/family-and-community-education/ 

Friendly Neighbors FCE 

United Methodists celebrate on specific days to unite and make clear the 

commitment of the church as the people of God, and to give everyone the 

opportunity to contribute to special programs approved and supported by the the 

Church.  

On March 27, will have a special collection for the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief (UMCOR.) Your gift will help make a differenve in the lives of communities and individuals whose lives 

have been upset by storms, wars, fires, displacements, and climate change. This offering underwrites 

UMCOR’s “costs of doing business,” allowing UMCOR to keep the promise that 100% of any gift to a 

specific UMCOR project will go toward that project, not administrative costs. Mark your donation to 

Nolensville First UMC with “UMCOR Sunday” because together, our reach is beyond measure. 

In addition, you can give directly to UMCOR’s response in the Ukraine by marking your donation “Advance 

#982450-Ukraine.” 

Thank you! 

UMCOR Sunday 



 

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash 

Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word 

lencten, which means “spring.” The season is a preparation for celebrating 

Easter. Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for 

baptism by converts and then became a time for penance by all Christians. The 

first Sunday in Lent describes Jesus’ temptation by Satan; and the sixth Sunday 

(Passion or Palm Sunday), Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and His subsequent passion and death.  

Because Sundays are always like Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful 

expectation of the Resurrection. 

Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter; we confront our own mortality and confess our sin before 

God within the community of faith. The form and content of the service focus on the dual themes of sin 

and death in the light of God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ. 

The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship, 

and the Imposition of Ashes can be a powerful nonverbal and experiential way of participating in the call 

to repentance and reconciliation. This practice is the historic focus of Ash Wednesday observance and 

gave the day its name.  

The Imposition of Ashes in the form of a cross is not intended to make us feel holier than others, but rather it 

allows us to name and claim our sin. Then we embrace the power of the cross to set us free and to cleanse 

us from all iniquity. Let us commit to making our Lenten journey together. 

What Is Lent & Ash Wednesday? 

Am I Supposed to Give Up Something for Lent? 

The invitation to Lent is an invitation to a season of prayer and fasting. Fasting is a biblical practice, carried 

out by Christians for generations where we learn – as Jesus tells us – that we do not live on bread alone, but 

by the sustaining word of God. 

There are as many ways to fast during Lent as there are people on the earth. Some people give up sweets or 

chocolate. Others give up TV or internet surfing or Facebook. The point is not to make some grand gesture to 

appease God. The point is to create a new space in our lives to acknowledge our dependence on the Lord 

– or as the case may be, something other than the Lord. Fasting from food will tell us we “need” food. Fasting 

from TV will tell us that we “need” to be entertained. So we fast, anticipating these voices that reveal our 

dependence. In response to them, we will echo Jesus’ words – “Man does not live on bread alone.” 

So consider how you might fast this season. Many will do some of the things I mentioned. In some traditions, a 

weekly 24-hour fast is part of the practice, fasting from dinner on one day to dinner the next day. Other 

traditions give up particular foods or practices. Ask the Lord, ask your friends, ask your spouse. They will 

probably know what you need to give up. Whatever you commit to, remember that your goal is not to read 

a book instead of watching TV, or to lose weight. Rather, your goal is to remember your frailty and to put your 

hope in the God who is present to you here and now. 



Starting Sunday, March 6, these groups have formed for the Lent study on the Lord’s Prayer. 

Pick up a book from the breezeway. 

 Adult Sunday School at 9:45am in the Fellowship Hall, led by Lynette Jones, Mary Beth 

Hagan, and Pastor Jeremy (marybeth@haganlg.com) 

 Children age 4-grade 5 immediately after the Children’s Message at both services, led 

by David Belden (children@nolensvilleumc.org) 

 By Zoom at 4pm, led by Pastor Jeremy (pastorjeremy@nolensvilleumc.org) 

 By Zoom at 4:30pm, led by Amy Owsley (amyowsley@msn.com) 

 Middle and High School Youth on Wednesdays starting March 9 at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Join one of these groups or create your own small group. Let's set aside time this Lenten season to reflect 

on how the Lord taught us to pray. I promise you that you will be changed.  

Lent Study Groups 

Children’s Lent Study - A Children's Lent Study, “The Most Important Prayer of 

All,"  based on the Adam Hamilton study of The Lord's Prayer, will be offered 

for children age 4 through grade 5 during both the early and late services 

beginning Sunday, March 6. The children will be dismissed from the Sanctuary 

immediately after the Children's Message, and will return to the Sanctuary at 

the conclusion of Pastor Jeremy's sermon. David Belden will be leading the this study. 

Easter Egg Hunt Preparations: Planning has begun for our annual Easter Egg Hunt. It will be held on Palm 

Sunday, April 10, in conjunction with the April Second Sunday Breakfast. Beginning in mid-March, members 

of the congregation who wish to be involved will be invited to pick up a bag of empty plastic Easter Egg 

shells. You will be asked to fill with candy treats (suggestions will be provided) and return to the church by 

April 3. The joy of watching the children gather the eggs and enjoy the treats YOU provided should be a 

wonderful church family experience. Mr. B (David Belden) will be glad to answer your questions. 

In-Person Sunday School: We have changed our schedule slightly. Sunday School for ages Pre-K through 

grade 5 is now meeting as a large group for music and Bible story time from 9:45-10:05am in the Pre-K/K 

room (first room on the right in the Sunday School wing). At 10:05am, we move to our small group classes 

for some fun activities and an extended review of the week's Bible story. Parents are asked to pick their 

children up in their classrooms at 10:35am. Thanks to our many volunteers teachers our classes continue to 

grow. Please join us! 

Virtual Sunday School: We do offer a virtual Sunday School class for Pre-K through grade 5 via Zoom each 

Sunday morning at 9:45am. The virtual class includes music and the same Bible story video used by the 

in-person classes. We are thankful for the teachers who have kept this important option available for those 

children who desire the on-line experience, and for the parents who have kept their children involved. 

Children’s Ministry News 

David Belden 

Children's Director 

children@nolensvilleumc.org 



Youth is on the move soon! We are starting to move boxes 

over to the REFRESH area. Stay tuned for open house dates to 

preview the beautiful refreshed basement! 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth March Calendar: 

March 2 - No reCharge Wednesday meeting. Come with your family for the Ash Wednesday service at 

6:30pm. 

March 5 - Youth in Service! One Gen Away Mobile Pantry held at Experience Community in Murfreesboro. 

Meet at church 7am and we will take the church bus, returning to church around noon unless we see a 

yummy place to stop for lunch! 

March 9, 23 & 30 - reCharge Wednesdays are 6-7:30pm. We gather for hang time, dinner, and Lent study 

with in-person and Zoom options available. This month will be combined Middle and High School ages so 

we can dive into the Lent study all together 

March 13 - Youth is hosting Second Sunday Breakfast in the picnic pavilion. If you can help set up meet Ms. 

T in Fellowship Hall at 9am. We will NOT have afternoon Youth meeting on this date. 

March 20 - Youth meeting from 2-3:30 for snacks, games and hang out time. 

March 27 - NO Youth meeting. Come with your family to the Family Fun Night at 6pm for games and 

snacks!  

Volunteers needed for Wednesdays and Sundays. The UMC's Safe Sanctuary Policy recommends that two 

adults are with youth and children during their activities and meetings. Adult volunteers are a key 

ingredient to having a successful Youth ministry! You do not have to be a Youth parent to volunteer, but 

you do need to have a background check to help. Please take the time to sign up for an opportunity to 

get to be with our FABULOUS Youth at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AADA72EA7F49-sunday 

Youth Ministry News 

Tonia Bush 

Youth Director 

youth@nolensvilleumc.org 



“Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation!” (Psalm 95:1) 

NFUMC Adult Choir 

We are grateful to continue to lift up our voices to the Lord in song together. 

This month we are focusing on some new music for the Lenten and Easter 

season. If you love to sing, especially in a group, contact Regan for information 

on how to join our adult choir! 

Praise Team 

Our Praise Team is also preparing for a worshipful Lenten and Easter season. If 

you play an instrument and feel led to help lead worship for our 8:30 service, 

get in contact with Regan. 

Children’s Music 

Mr. B has our Children’s Ministry up and running and that means the children have the opportunity each 

Sunday to learn some music together. We will be working on some songs to prepare, that we may 

contribute to worship these next couple of months. Kids, be sure to come to Sunday School at 9:45am so 

we can sing praises to the Lord together! 

What a blessing it is to have such a dedicated group of musicians that serve God and His Church every 

week! Please contact Regan if you would like to know more about how to join any of our ministry music 

ensembles. 

Regan Love 

Music Ministry Director 

music@nolensvilleumc.org 

Music Ministry News 

 April 10, Palm Sunday 8:30am Worship 

  9:45am Easter Egg Hunt 

  10:45am Worship 

 April 14, Maundy Thursday 6:30pm Worship 

 April 15, Good Friday 6:30pm Worship 

 April 17, Easter Sunday 6:30am Sunrise Service 

  8:30am Contemporary Worship 

  9:45am Blended Worship 

  11am Traditional Worship 



Join us for the return of Second Sunday Breakfast starting in March! It is back, but 

we will be doing it a little different so we can all feel safe. There will be no Sunday 

School that day. So mark the date to join us on March 13. Watch for more details 

to come!  

Second Sunday Breakfast 

Eternal God, we praise You for the great company of all those who have finished their course in faith and now rest 

from their labor. We praise You for those dear to us whom we name in our hearts before You. Especially we praise You 

for Celia, whom You have graciously received into Your presence. To all of these, grant your peace. Let light 

perpetual shine upon them; and help us so to believe where we have not seen, and that You presence may lead us 

through our years, and bring us at last with them into the joy of Your home not made with hands but eternal in the 

heavens; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celia Willis Leech 

April 2, 1933 - February 5, 2022 

In Loving Memory 

 

3/1 Ben Ringenberg; 3/3 Nelda Vest; 3/5 Virginia Tompkins; 3/9 Larry Elliott; 

3/12 Bruce Bowater, Mary Beth Hagan; 3/17 Janice Green, Jean Parisi; 

3/18 Brad Harki, Katie Duty; 3/19 Drew Matusek; 

3/22 David Ryan, Wayne Dickey, Daniel Clark, Will Matusek; 

3/24 Carolyn Skinner, Kingston Eller; 3/27 Ray Gray; 3/28 Wyatt DeVinney 

 

3/1 Gail & Tom Howell (55); 3/12 Susan & Tom Baker (28); 

3/20 Kim & Eric Woodward (29); 3/21 Farron & Charles Light (58); 

and special congratulations to Diane & Joe Wisniewski on the 40th anniversary of their 

wedding on March 6!  

 

Lucien and Carolyn Battle have created a scholarship fund for the purpose of offering 

financial aid to members of Nolensville First United Methodist Church who have graduated 

from high school and are entering their first year of college. More information and the 

application are in the front hallway and online at www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/battle-

scholarship. The deadline to turn in the application is Tuesday, March 15, 2022.  

Lucien & Carolyn Hughes Battle Memorial Scholarship 

The first Family Night of 2022 will be held on Sunday, March 27, 6-7:30pm. "Old 

Fashioned Games for All Ages" is the theme. Please bring board and card games that 

children and adults alike would enjoy playing together.Suggested games are 

Scrabble, Yahtzee, Uno, Candyland, Clue, Trouble, Old Maid, etc. (No electronic or 

video games, please.) Our round tables may not be suitable for some games, so if you 

have a portable card table to bring, it would be appreciated. 

This is a "come when you can; leave when you must" fellowship event. No meal is planned, however, 

individually bagged snacks and individual drinks will be served. There is no charge, but a donation basket 

will be available. ALL AGES ARE WELCOME! 

Family Night 



The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 8, at 7pm in the 

Fellowship Hall and by Zoom. 

The Board of Trustees Meets in March 

We are entering the final big installation of the REFRESH Project: the installation 

of the café is scheduled to start the week of March 7.  We will be installing the 

café cabinets, the high top island, the countertop, and the appliances. The 

cabinets are going to become part of the time capsule we leave for future 

generations, as all are invited to stop by and write a message on the back of 

the cabinets. A couple of cabinets will be available March 6-13 for you to 

write your message of love and remembrance! Come by the refreshed café 

area and leave your message! As we push towards the finish line, please be 

on the lookout for a list of small projects we could use your help with. These 

projects are not hard, but we really could use your help by volunteering to 

work with us. We will publish this list in the coming days. We are so 

appreciative of the volunteer help we have had with this project so far! We 

think we are going to have an area to be very proud of when we are done! 

Thank you for your prayers and your help, for without them, this project would 

still just be a good idea!   

The REFRESH Project Committee 

Latest Developments in the Church Basement 

The SPPRC has a good problem that we need to take care of: we need to hire a caregiver for the nursery 

on Sunday mornings. With more families returning to in-person church, we have small children that would 

benefit from being in the nursery during church services each week. We are looking for someone that can 

work 8am-12 on Sunday mornings and this position will be paid. Our Safe Sanctuary Policy requires a 

background check for caregivers. If you, or someone your know, are interested in this position, please 

contact David Belden (children@nolensvilleumc.org) or Kevin Gavin (spprc@nolensvilleumc.org).  As a 

committee, we think this is a GREAT problem to have, and we look forward to fixing it!   

 

SPPRC Chair 

From the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scout 

Troop 298 

7pm SPPRC 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Worship 

 

3 

10:30am Friendly 

Neighbors 

6pm Cub Scout 

Pack 297 

4 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

  

5 

7am Youth in 

Service: 

Mobile Food 

Pantry 

Cub Scout 

Pinewood 

Derby  

6 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

2pm Girl Scout 

Troop 1318 

7 

4:30pm Girl 

Scout Troop 

2992 

7pm Lions Club 

8 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scout 

Troop 298 

7pm Trustees 

9 

10:30am United 

Methodist 

Women 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Youth 

reCharge 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

 

10 

1:15pm Red 

Cross Blood 

Drive 

 

 

 

 

6pm Cub Scout 

Pack 297 

11 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

12 

8am United 

Methodist 

Men 

 

 

 

 

1pm United 

Methodist 

Women 

District 

Meeting 

13 

  

  

  

 

Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 

8:30am Worship 

9:30am Second 

Sunday 

Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

10:45am Worship 

 

14 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

15 

1pm Tai Chi for 

Arthritis 

7pm Boy Scout 

Troop 298 

16 

6pm Youth 

reCharge 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

17 

  

18 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

19 

  

20 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

2pm Youth 

SoLeS 

21 

7pm Lions Club 

22 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

1pm Tai Chi for 

Arthritis 

7pm Boy Scout 

Troop 298 

23 

 6pm Youth 

reCharge 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

24 

1pm Prayer 

Shawls 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Cub Scout 

Pack 297  

 

25 

10:30am Young 

Hearts 

  

26 

7am Lions Club 

Pancake 

Breakfast 

27 

UMCOR Sunday 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am Worship 

6pm Games for 

All Ages 

 

 

 

 

28 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

29 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

1pm Tai Chi for 

Arthritis 

7pm Boy Scout 

Troop 298 

30 

 6pm Youth 

reCharge 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

31 

6pm Cub Scout 

Pack 297 

    


