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Our Vision: 

Nolensville First United Methodist Church 

New Beginnings 

“Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land 

which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel.” (Joshua 1:2) 

Joshua was a faithful servant to Moses and God for years. Moses had died leaving a new generation in 

charge. Joshua was to take up the mantle of Moses and move God’s people forward into the promised 

land. The old was fading in the distance and there before him was the doorway to the future. What did 

Joshua feel? No doubt fear, and questions by doubters, supporters and perhaps even himself as to his 

ability to fill the shoes of Moses.  

After all, those are big shoes, Moses had been used by God to do incredible things, things never seen 

before. He delivered them from bondage, parted the Red Sea, drew water from a rock, and the gave the 

Ten Commandments. 

Who could fill those shoes? What lay in store for Joshua by following God to a new land? And Moses lost 

the privilege of taking the people into the promised land after wandering with them for forty years. If Moses 

had paid such a great price just to lead them to the desert, what cost would Joshua pay in the future 

leading them into battle for the land that God had promised? 

Something I have realized after 25 years of serving in the United Methodist Church as an ordained Elder is 

that we are always a series of Moseses and Joshuas. A time of goodbyes and hellos. It is the way of things 

when the calling and timing of God is involved.  

As we both have said farewell and our goodbyes (which only 

means God be with you until we meet again) to a beloved 

pastor here at Nolensville First and a church that has loved our 

family for almost nine years, the old comes to a close and the 

new begins to emerge upon us.  

Waves of doubts filled with fear can overwhelm our hearts and 

minds as we contemplate the unknown of what lies ahead. We 

do not know what to expect of each other. We only know what 

we have known. The promised land lies ahead of us but we only 

see it from a distance and it looks hazy right now. We often 

restrict our decisions and perceptions based upon our limitations 

rather than on God’s limitless power. I am sure Joshua’s first 

thought after God had told him to lead could have been; 

"Where do I begin?"  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/joshua/1-2.html


Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks 

Ministries. Each month they are concentrating on a particular need of 

GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire congregation to help. In 

February, they are collecting toothpaste and toothbrushes. Every month they are collecting the following 

items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, 

and pudding cups. You may drop the donations off on a Sunday, or at the front office during office hours. 

Thank you!  

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries 

Warm their hearts this winter: give blood. On Thursday, February 10, 1:15-7:15pm in the 

Fellowship Hall, we will host a Red Cross blood drive. Please make an appointment at 

www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code “Nolensville.” Streamline your 

donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting 

www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health history questions 

on the day of your appointment. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

That is a question we all ask at the beginning of a new relationship and a new journey. I am asking it. You 

are asking it. We are asking it together as our journey begins now.  

But God made it very simple for Joshua, as God does for us. God told Joshua two things to do: arise and 

cross. Joshua could not remain where he was and fulfill the purpose God had for his life. He could not 

wallow in grief or fear, recite a list of excuses, or wait for a better time to emerge. He had to choose to get 

up, go where he was being sent, and to obey all that God had told him to do. Refusing to arise and move 

forward defeats God’s desire for us to answer the call of God upon our lives. Joshua 1:9 says Be strong. 

Have courage. Know that your God will be with you wherever you go.  

The second thing Joshua had to do was to cross the Jordan River. This river was the only thing standing 

between God’s people and the land of Canaan. Stepping out into the waters of faith allowed Joshua and 

the people of Israel to cross over into their calling of God. Joshua could not allow the Jordan to keep him 

from obeying God, no matter how impossible it seemed to overcome. Joshua had to leave the "how to" to 

God. 

And when they stepped out into that water, God dried it up before them. After all, God parted an entire 

sea for them with Moses; surely God could part a river. God takes our Jordans and dries them up before us 

when we move forward in faith with God. It was the first step of obedience that cleared a path to walk 

across. God will always meet us at our place of obedience. 

Together there are new challenges ahead of us, fears to conquer, new land to enter, and walls to bring 

down. With our new journey before us, let us step out into the waters of faith and behold the power of God 

to bring us into a new land! I am excited for where God is going to take us all next! 

Blessings, 

Rev. Jeremy Squires 

PastorJeremy@nolensvilleumc.org 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/


 

In-person Sunday School classes for children age 3 through fifth grade are 

held on Sundays at 9:45am. We begin with music and a video lesson in the 

Sanctuary, then we break off into classes. At this time our classes are divided 

as follows: Pre-K and K, grades 1-3, and grades 4-5. There is also a class that 

meets virtually. We believe in the importance of Sunday School for the spiritual 

development of our children. Oh, and Sunday School is just plain FUN! 

We have a need for an additional in-person Sunday School teacher or co-teacher beginning in February. 

Lesson plans and all needed materials are provided each week. If you have an interest, or if you need 

additional information, please contact David Belden. By the way, teaching Sunday School is important, 

fulfilling, and FUN! 

Over the years the children's messages in first and second worship services have been delivered by the 

children's director, the pastor, and a variety of adult and teenage volunteers. If you would like to volunteer 

to deliver a children's message, please contact David Belden and he will get you on the schedule. David 

also has a variety of resources for message ideas, and he is more than happy to help you prepare a 

message. And as you all know, children can say almost anything which can make delivering a children's 

message a great deal of FUN! 

 

Children's Director 

children@nolensvilleumc.org 

Children’s Ministry News 

With great excitement, Tonia and ten youth are headed to the Cumberland Mountains in 

Tennessee this summer to serve the community through Mountain T.O.P. Our group will be 

attending June 12-18. BUT THERE IS ONE THING MISSING: ANOTHER ADULT TO ATTEND WITH 

US! We need another adult who is over 25 years old to go with us. Prayerfully consider if this 

missing adult is YOU! Reach out to Tonia if you are feeling lead to help. 

Youth February Calendar: 

• ReCharge Wednesdays, February 2, 9, 16 & 23, 6-7:30pm - We gather for hang time, dinner and 

Bible study.  In person or Zoom option is available. 

• Youth SoLeS Sunday, February 27, 2-3:30pm 

Volunteers needed for Wednesdays and Sundays. Nolensville First UMC's Safe 

Sanctuary Policy requires that two adults are with youth and children during their 

activities and meetings. Adult volunteers are a key ingredient to having a successful 

Youth ministry! You do not have to be a Youth parent to volunteer, but you do 

need to have a background check to help. Please take the time to sign up for an 

opportunity to get to be with our FABULOUS Youth. Sign up at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AADA72EA7F49-sunday  

 

Youth Director 

youth@nolensvilleumc.org 

Youth Ministry News 



Jacob's Ladder Preschool is opening enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year. Our 

preschool serves children ages 3-5. We provide a Bible-based learning environment with 

the mission to teach our students that God made them, God loves them, and Jesus 

wants to be their forever friend. Check out the church's website for further details and 

student applications.  

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News 

Please welcome and congratulate our newest members of Nolensville First 

UMC: Delana & John Easley and Pam & Craig Taylor. Welcome to our family! 

Welcome Our Newest Members! 

 

Greetings and the grace of God be with you!  

My name is Jeremy Squires, and I look forward to being the 

next pastor of the great church that is Nolensville First UMC. 

I wanted to tell you a little about myself and my family as 

we become partners in ministry.  

I was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan (GO BLUE!) The son of a 

Navy nurse, I have lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 

Portsmouth, Virginia, as a child. When I was nine, my dad 

left the Navy and settled down in Murfreesboro, where he 

served as an RN at the VA for almost 40 years. Sadly, my 

dad passed away in November of 2019, and my mom 

Sandi suffered a major stroke around the same time. I have 

a younger sister, Jennifer. 

My wife, Susan, grew up on a dairy farm in Adairville, Kentucky, which is right over the line from Springfield. 

She has been the Catering Manager at Montgomery Bell Academy on West End for over 20 years. She 

loves being involved in ministries of hospitality wherever and whenever she is needed. She excels at 

making people happy with food!  

My daughter Hannah is 18 years old and finishing her senior year at Beech High School. Anyone who has 

had a senior in high school can tell you it is a season of changes, growth, and becoming independent! We 

are very proud of the young woman she has become and is becoming. Her plan is to attend Vol State or 

another local school to get her degree in Cosmetology. After June, you may not see her much as college 

life begins.  

We have three cats: Gizmo (because he looked like Gizmo from the Gremlin movies when he was a kitten), 

Lucky (because as a kitten he survived the flood of 2010), and Luna a small calico.  

I did not grow up in church. During my time at MTSU from 1987-1995 (long story), I joined the Wesley 

Foundation, received Jesus Christ into my heart and life, and had my life transformed forever. Feeling the 

call to the pastoral ministry, I attended Candler School of Theology at Emory University graduating in 1999 

with a Masters of Divinity. 

While attending seminary in Atlanta I served my first church, Statham UMC, just outside of Athens, Georgia. 

After moving back to Tennessee, I served St Paul UMC in Manchester (1999-2000), then was called to serve 

as Pastor of Inviting Ministries at Brentwood UMC (2000-07), then co-pastor/associate at Bethlehem UMC in 

Welcome Pastor Jeremy and the Squires Family 



There will be no Sunday School on Sunday, February 6, in order to allow families to participate 

in an informal Meet and Greet with Pastor Jeremy Squires and his family in the Fellowship Hall 

between the services. 

Meet Pastor Jeremy and the Squires Family 

2/2 Madeline Tompkins; 2/3 Kathryn (Nichols) Kresse; 2/5 Charlie Jarrell; 2/9 Farron Light, 

Mary Beth Moore; 2/10 David Scobey; 2/14 Cindy McGarvey; 2/15 Diane Wisniewski; 

2/18 Janice Barger, Barbara Jeffries; 2/19 Lisa Thompson, Tonia Bush; 2/27 Tom Baker, 

Matt Thompson; 2/28 Don Hoffmeister; 2/29 Alex Campbell, Mack Lassiter 

 

2/2 Lisa & Wayne Dickey (31), Chris & David Clore (42) 

 

Franklin (2007-09) after Susan and I were married, then moving on to Pleasant View UMC (2009-13). And 

now I am about to end my almost ninth appointed year at Good Shepherd UMC to come and join you in 

ministry!  

Some of my interests include movies and TV of all decades. I enjoy classics and westerns, superheroes, 

fantasy, and science fiction (especially Star Wars and Star Trek). I also love anything to do with Advent, 

Christmas, and most of all Epiphany — the best holiday of the year to me.  

What I enjoy most about being in ministry is serving alongside all different kinds of folks trying to live out 

what it means to be a Christian in a community of faith as a team. It is amazing to see what a church can 

do when it comes together and uses all the gifts and graces that God has given each one of us.  

I love being a part the body of Christ as we connect with the people in our community who are in need of 

a Savior and help them grow in their faith as fully devoted followers. I love serving our neighbors with the 

God-given gifts that we have been graced with as we go out into the world to make sure that everyone 

we meet knows that they matter and that they are loved by God, one person at a time. There is nothing 

like it when that happens.  

The best thing is that I now get to do that with all of you — as together we live out the calling God has 

placed on us and use the gifts God has given us. I have already heard of some of the exciting things that 

are happening, like the downstairs youth area transformation. I am excited to join you in reaching out to all 

of Nolensville and continuing the great and storied history of the red steeple beacon of Christ’s lighthouse.  

In this time of transition with its lament and loss, celebration and concern, I rest on the promises of God that 

tell us that God will never leave us and will always guide us in the greater plan of God’s will. Goodbyes and 

hellos are both hard in their own ways. May we pray for each other during this time and may everything we 

do bring honor, praise and glory to God.  

Blessings, Pastor Jeremy (or most call me PJ if that works for you!), Susan & Hannah  

Lucien and Carolyn Battle have created a scholarship fund for the purpose of offering 

financial aid to members of Nolensville First United Methodist Church who have graduated 

from high school and are entering their first year of college. More information and the 

application are in the front hallway and online at www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/battle-

scholarship. The deadline to turn in the application is Tuesday, March 15, 2022.  

Lucien & Carolyn Hughes Battle Memorial Scholarship 



We are getting closer to the finish line! Unfortunately, we had to move the finish line as 

we have experienced unforeseen contractor delays and sicknesses. As of publishing 

time, we are back on track with everyone working towards that finish line. All but five 

of the new room doors have been installed and at least 90% of the base and door trim 

has been completed. The electricity modifications have been completed, new lights 

have been installed, and the finish work for electricity is almost completed. All new 

plumbing has been installed in the café area, the bathrooms, and the new ADA bathroom. The new toilets 

and sinks have been set and the vanities will be installed next. The ceiling is currently being installed and 

will receive a final coat of sealer. The café cabinets and countertops are to be installed after the ceiling 

work is completed. We are still planning on having the “REFRESH Project Baby Shower,” so keep watch for 

information concerning that celebration! We appreciate your patience, as we know you all are anxious to 

see the area finished, but the health and welfare of the workers on the project are of upmost importance 

to us — the brick and mortar can wait. Thank you for your continued prayers and support!  

The REFRESH Project Committee 

Latest Developments in the Church Basement 

The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 8, at 7pm in the 

Fellowship Hall and by Zoom. 

The Board of Trustees Meets in February 

The work of the Church Council of Stewards is to envision, plan, implement, and annually 

evaluate Nolensville First UMC’s ministry and mission. Please join us on Tuesday, February 22, 

at 7pm by Zoom. Watch for details on how to join in your email! 

The Church Council of Stewards Meets in February 

The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, February 15, at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall and 

by Zoom. 

The Finance Committee Meets in February 

The SPPRC has been busy in January preparing to say farewell to Pastor Jimmy and welcoming Pastor 

Jeremy! A celebration of the time shared with Pastor Jimmy, Jennifer, Abbey, and Wesley was top of our 

list, as we show our appreciation for them and all they have meant to NFUMC. We wish them great success 

and Godspeed!   

Pastor Jeremy and his wife Susan visited NFUMC on January 15, meeting with several members of the 

SPPRC and received a tour of the church campus. The church staff were introduced and met with Pastor 

Jeremy via a Zoom session, as did the rest of the SPPRC members. We have learned that Pastor Jeremy is a 

people person and excited to meet the congregation and to hear our ideas of where and how we see 

NFUMC moving into the future. We also have learned that he loves history and is interested in learning 

more of the historical contribution of our church to the Nolensville area. We hope that you can join Pastor 

Jeremy, Susan, and their daughter, Hannah, in a casual meet and greet between services in the Fellowship 

Hall on Sunday, February 6; it will be a great way for them to put a face with a name.  We look forward to 

what is ahead for NFUMC, knowing that it is all in God’s hands!   

 

Chair, NFUMC Staff Pastor Parrish Relations Committee 

From the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

2 

6pm Youth 

reCharge 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

3 

10:30am 

Friendly 

Neighbors 

6pm Cub 

Scouts 297 

4 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

5 

  

6 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Meet 

Pastor Jeremy 

10:45am 

Worship 

7 

4:30pm Girl 

Scouts 2992 

7pm Lions Club 

8 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

7pm Trustees 

9 

10:30am UMW 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Youth 

reCharge 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

10 

1:15pm Red 

Cross Blood 

Drive 

 

 

 

 

6pm Cub 

Scouts 297 

11 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

12 

8am UMM 

13 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am 

Worship 

2pm Girl Scouts 

1318 

14 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

15 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

1pm Tai Chi for 

Arthritis 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

7pm Finance 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

6pm Youth 

reCharge 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

17 

6pm Cub 

Scouts 297 

18 

11am Lunch 

Bunch 

19 

  

20 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am 

Worship 

21 

7pm Lions Club 

22 

1pm Staff 

meeting 

1pm Tai Chi for 

Arthritis 

7pm Boy Scouts 

298 

7pm Church 

Council of 

Stewards 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

6pm Youth 

reCharge 

6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise 

Band 

Rehearsal 

24 

1pm Prayer 

Shawls 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Cub 

Scouts 297 

25 

10:30am Young 

Hearts 

  

26 

27 

8:30am Worship 

9:45am Sunday 

School 

10:45am 

Worship 

2pm Youth 

SoLeS 

 

28 

7pm Venturing 

Crew 299 

          


