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Anew
A good friend of mine pointed out to me that in my preaching and praying in public I often use the word “anew.” At
first I disagreed but then I thought about it and realized I really do. I use it all the time. I use it in prayers and in
sermons. I am using it now in a newsletter. In short, I realized that I had become so accustomed to that word that it
became my go-to phrase when praying or preaching extemporaneously (another good word). Perhaps it has become
stale and repetitive. Perhaps I should move away from it, but although it might be stale, I cannot think of a better word
to convey an important idea.
The definition of “anew” is as follows: in a new or different and typically more positive way. I believe this little word
sums up the life of a disciple. God’s plan of salvation for the world is that human beings respond to the call God,
accepting both the grace for forgiveness and the grace for becoming something better. I love this word, “anew.” It
reminds me of Jesus’ birth, ministry, death, resurrection, and promised return. It also reminds me of the presence of
the Holy Spirit right here and now convicting, comforting, and transforming us. So much of the love of God is wrapped
up in that little word and let us be honest, it makes prayers sound fancy!
On a serious note, we are living in a lot of difficulty today. For many the last year and a half has been extremely
difficult, but I believe God will bring something anew out of this time. Nolensville First UMC has adapted to make
worship more accessible and we are preparing for the future. We could hunker down and hold tight hoping to ride out
this strange time, but instead we are prayerfully adapting and moving forward. We are trying new things and finding
that even during these difficult times God’s grace keeps showing up. For me, personally, I have struggled to find ways
to share the hope and love of God while also minimizing risks to others. I have spent more time in prayer than any time
in my life previously. I have lamented. I have cried. I have worshipped and I have done my best to let God use me. This
time has made me more sure about some very important things I would like to share with you: you see, God is always
making things anew. God is not done with us. God is not done with you. So I have two questions I would like you to
ponder with me this month:
Are you ready to let God make you anew?
Do you know of a better word than “anew” I can use to convey this idea to
freshen up my prayers?
If so, feel free to let me know, LOL.
By God’s grace doing my best to love God and neighbor now,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Red Cross Blood Drive: Remembering the Badges
The Nolensville community is remembering the badges on the 20th anniversary of 9/11. Badges
(first responders) all across the state of Tennessee have come together in a collaborative effort to
collect 2,977 pints of blood by September 11. 2,977 is the number of innocent lives lost on
9/11. Donors will receive a commemorative Remembering the Badges t-shirt.
On Tuesday, September 7, 1:15-7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will host the Remembering the
Badges Red Cross Blood Drive. Please make an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using the
sponsor code “Nolensville.” Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass
to complete your pre-donation reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment.

Red Cross Blood Drive Results
Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross blood drive in August and we surpassed
our goal! We collected 52 pints which will help up to 156 patients.
In 2020, we hosted eight Nolensville Community blood drives (as opposed to our
usual six) and collected 364 pints of blood to help save the lives of up to 1,092 patients! In 2021, we started to host community blood drives
every month, so we expect those numbers to increase!

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In September, they are collecting boxed meals. Every month they are
collecting the following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and
pudding cups. You may drop the donations off on a Sunday, or at the front office during office hours. Thank you!

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News
Jacob’s Ladder Preschool will begin the 2021-2022 school year on September 7. The teachers have been working so
hard getting their classrooms looking warm and inviting for our students. We strive to create an environment
where students feel loved, accepted and encouraged with the knowledge that God made me, God loves me, and
Jesus wants to be my forever friend.
The preschool is still looking for a music teacher who would work one day a week with all five classes. If you or someone you know is
interested, contact Tonia Bush at jacobsladder@nolensvilleumc.org for further information.
Join us in praying for a safe, healthy school year for all students not only at Jacob's Ladder but also throughout our community.

Church Family Retreat Postponed
The All-Church Family Retreat originally scheduled for November 12-14 has been postponed. Please watch for
information about a new date.

Youth News
Our youth worked hard together to make the Car Wash fundraiser a big success. Thank you to all who let our youth
get your vehicle sparkling clean. We were able to raise over $2,000 in donations at this event!

Here is what is happening for our Youth in September:


reCharge Wednesdays are every Wednesday in September, 6-7:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will continue
our study of Genesis, eat dinner together, and chill. Masks are not required but encouraged.



September 12, 2-3:30pm: SOLES (Soul-Fuel Sundays) in the Fellowship Hall or Picnic Pavilion. We will play
games, skits, devotional time, and just have fun!



September 26. 6-8:30pm: Movie on the church lawn. We will be watching the Netflix original movie, A Week
Away: A Musical, enjoy popcorn, sno cones and swat away all the mosquitoes! Just
kidding but, seriously, wear bug spray! Bring a comfy chair or blanket, too.

Upcoming Youth Events: Bonfire, Trunk or Treat, and possibly another REFRESH project fundraiser
~ Ms. Tonia
youth@nolensvilleumc.org

9/1 Emily Thompson; 9/2 Lynette Jones; 9/9 Brady Clark; 9/14 Aidan Clark; 9/15 Harrison Burch; 9/20 Darrell Hall;
9/21 Wesley Hendricks; 9/25 Christina Clark; 9/26 Kathy Maynard; 9/27 Hilda Swindell, Marshall Amis;
9/28 Mary Putman; 9/29 Carolyn Battle, Gail Howell, Jim Pickett; 9/30 Ruby Douglas
9/3 Joyce & Pat Patton (67); 9/12 Janice & Hugh Barger (51); 9/13 Sherry & Mike Paschall (39);
9/17 Lois & Lanny McGowan (67); 9/22 Sarah & Chris Campbell (9); 9/25 Erin & Like Leach (17);
9/29 Christina & Daniel Clark (14); 9/30 Dot & Lester Hitt (65)
and very special congratulations to Dana & Ken Cunningham on their 25th wedding anniversary
on September 10!

the REFRESH project
the REFRESH project is well under way! We completed another demolition and cleanup day in August,
with many volunteers working to get the area ready for the contractors. The volunteer help so far in this
project is over 250 hours and has accomplished the sorting of items in the basement, demolition of the
area, and the required prep work. A big THANK YOU to all the volunteers, your efforts are truly
appreciated.
The HVAC contractors began their work last month and the current air-ducts have been cleaned, sealed,
and insulted; this will allow air to be more efficiently directed. The masonry contractor has begun to close the west doorway/
stairwell. They have also begun work on readying the north wall for the new entrance door and window. We experienced a delay
with the new sidewalk, as the gas company began working on upgrading gas lines in Nolensville. The new gas line was not part of
our REFRESH project, so we are working closely with the gas contractors as they perform the required work of supplying both
sides of our building with new, upgraded gas lines. Please be patient during this work, as they plan to cross the driveway in
completing their task.
After the gas and concrete work is completed, we will begin inside projects. The work required to manage the water seepage
issue on the street-side of the church will be addressed, the new flooring is scheduled, and putting up new walls will begin. The
New HVAC units and additional ducting will be installed for the classrooms and the new kitchen/café area. Our plan is for
September and October to be quite busy and, hopefully, very productive. Be on the lookout for more of the REFRESH project
update videos!
We appreciate and thank you for your prayers, your help, and your support of our fund-raising efforts.
This project is moving forward in a positive way because of the love we all have for our historic church,
and we cannot thank you enough for your involvement. History continues to be made at Nolensville First
UMC! As we proceed, we remind you that the area is a construction zone and safety for all involved is
very much a concern. If you have questions or would like to be involved, please feel free to contact Kevin
Gavin of Jeff Mucci.
as of August 31, we have
raised $10,080

From the SPPRC
The SPPRC recommended to the Finance Committee and the Church Council of Stewards the hiring of a new full-time deacon
which would focus on the children’s ministry and develop more broad outreach programs. The deacon position was approved,
and a job opening was posted on the conference site and several deacon sites; however, at this time we have had no applicants
for this role. Our goal, first and foremost, is to support and provide leadership for the children’s program, therefore we have
decided to post a job opening for a part-time Children’s Director. Many of our staff members come from our congregation or
someone we may know. If you, or someone you are aware of, are interested in the opportunity to serve the children of our
church, please contact Kevin Gavin, SPPRC Chair, at spprc@nolensvillumc.org. Our plan is to take care of the children’s program
and continue the search for a church deacon. We would appreciate your thoughts and prayers as we open our minds and hearts
to see where God may be leading us in our search for a Children’s Director.

The Board of Trustees Meets in September
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 14, at 7pm.

Church Financials through August 31, 2021
Operating Fund:
YTD Income
YTD Expense
Difference

$ 291,286.37
$ 231,134.53
$ 60,151.84

YTD Budgeted Income $ 243,280.00
YTD Budgeted Expense $ 294,228.13
Difference
($ 50,948.13)
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32)
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