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Taking the Tour
Summer break is almost over. Time to head back to school for many and the end of summer vacations for most. I have
always loved summer vacation, but my favorite kind involves a tour. I have been on all kinds of tours. I have found that,
regardless of the subject, the tour guide makes all the difference. In my estimation, there are two types of tour guides.
Some may be more gifted than others, but all fall into two categories.
The first kind of tour guide focuses on convincing you that what they are showing you matters. I will call them the
convincer. They like to sell the exhibit. They like to convince us that what they are tasked with showing is relevant. They
may even make a few jokes along the way. They know the facts but they recite them for the purpose of building toward an
“ah-ha” moment in which we reflect on how what we are seeing matters to us. These tour guides seem knowledgeable
and amusing, but their focus is on convincing us that we are gaining knowledge and having fun. These tour guides are fine
and they can be enjoyable if I am swayed by their presentation. However, there is another kind of tour guide that I prefer.
The second kind of tour guide does all the things the first does, but they present to us in the form of a story. They also
genuinely appear to care about the story. I will call them the story tellers. It is not that they are tasked with making us
care, but that they assume anyone learning this story will care. Like the first tour guide, they are knowledgeable and
amusing. The difference is that they are deeply wrapped up in the story of the things they are sharing.
Sometimes, as a Christian, I feel like a tour guide. We are called to share God with others. We have a fancy and scary name
for this work. We call it evangelism. Maybe evangelism is scary for many of us because we think we are to function like a
convincer, but I do not think that is what God has in mind for us. Instead we should be story tellers. We should share our
experience of God. Instead of telling people about all the cool stuff at church, why not just tell people why church matters
to us? Instead of telling them doctrines, why not tell them how God is at work in our lives?
All tour guides are awesome in my book, but the ones
that invite me into a story leave me feeling part of the
story. So the next time you cringe when you think of
evangelism, just tell your story and invite the other to
join in. This is, after all, what Jesus did. He shared
God’s story and said, “Follow Me.”
Loving the tour,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Ebenezer UMC Historical Marker Dedication
Please join us on Saturday, August 7, at 10am for the unveiling ceremony of Ebenezer United Methodist Church’s historical marker. This
momentous occasion celebrates the faith and resiliency of this historic church dating back to 1869 in Nolensville. Ebenezer UMC is located
at 101 King Street, and Rev. James Scruggs and Trustee Lamont Claybrooks will officiate.

Second Sunday Breakfast
Please join us on August 8 at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall for Second Sunday Breakfast. The Board of
Trustees will provide and serve breakfast as we start to revive this beloved Nolensville First UMC tradition!

Be the Lifeline Patients Need — Give Blood on August 12
SEVERE SHORTAGE ALERT — Donors are strongly urged to give now to help ensure lifesaving blood
products are available for patients. Hospital demand continues to outpace donations, and your help is
vital. On Thursday, August 12, 1:15-7:15pm, we will host the next Red Cross blood drive. Please make an
appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code “Nolensville.” Streamline your
donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to
complete your pre-donation reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment.

Red Cross Blood Drive Results
In July, Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive. We collected 51 units
of blood, and 153 potential number of lives saved. Thank you!

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In August, they are collecting bath soap. Every month they are collecting the
following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. You
may drop the donations off on a Sunday, or at the front office during office hours. Thank you!

Sunday School Teachers Needed
Do you have a heart for serving children? We have a place for you! We are seeking patient, kind, kidloving adults of all ages to serve as Sunday School teachers and substitues. Curriculum is provided and
very easy to follow. If you would like more info or just have questions, please email
children@nolensvilleumc.org.

Promotion Sunday
Sunday, August 8, children will be promoted to their new grade levels in Sunday School. Rising second graders
will be presented with Bibles during the worship service. Rising sixth graders will finally join the youth
group! We are so excited to continue watching all the children grow as disciples.

Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, August 8, during both worship services, all students are invited to bring their backpacks to worship for a special
blessing to begin the school year surrounded in prayer.

Vacation Bible School in 2021
Young explorers had a wonderful time discovering God’s great light on Adventure Island for VBS last month. They
explored a different Bible story each night to uncover the Infinity Lanterns of Love, Hope, Joy and Trust. Island Guides
took their explorers on adventures to Craft, Story Time, Recreation and Team-time/Snack. It was a week full of smiles,
love and Jesus! The children showed up for Room in the Inn and filled the Mission Table with donations.
VBS is just not possible without the help of so many volunteers. This year, we had about 50 volunteers serving the children. Thank you to
each and every one of you who shared your time, gifts and love during VBS. There are a few people who worked so hard helping to plan
and prepare for VBS and I would especially like to thank them: Nikki Ringenberg, Laura Newman, Mary Beth Hagan, Ginger Milne, Meredith
Church, Jeff Eubanks, and Cory Adams. Finally, the Youth volunteers were AMAZING this year! They poured so much love into the kids.
Thank you NFUMC Youth, for all you did to make VBS a success!
~ Ms. Christina

Youth Ministry News
Our Youth served as Island Guides during VBS in July and enjoyed
fellowship after the sessions.
Here is what is happening for the Youth in August:
Sunday, August 8 — Messy Games 2-4pm on the church lawn for
middle and high school Youth. Come prepared to get messy and have tons of fun! Wear
clothes that you don't mind getting messy in and bring a beach towel.
Saturday, August 14 — One Gen Away Mobile Food Pantry mission work 7:15am-1pm. Meet
at church 7:15 am we will be handing out food at Plaza Mariachi. Bring
money so we can enjoy the restaurants and music inside Plaza
Mariachi after serving in the Mobile Food Pantry.
Sunday, August 15 — Parent Meeting 1:30-2pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Parents please make every effort to attend this meeting for
information concerning the upcoming school year youth calendar
and events.
Sunday, August 15 — Youth Group meeting 2-3:30pm for both middle
and high school Youth in the Fellowship Hall.
Starting Wednesday August 18: Mid-Week Recharge — Both middle
and high school will meet 6-7:30pm on Wednesdays in the Fellowship
Hall for dinner and Bible study. This month, we will be studying the Book of Genesis. We will take this time together to
recharge for the rest of our week!
Sunday, August 22 — Car Wash at church 2-4pm. Proceeds to go towards the Basement Restoration Project & Youth
Remodeling. We will also share information about Room In The Inn with our car wash guests.
Sunday, August 29 — Youth Group meeting 2-3:30pm for both middle and high school Youth in the Fellowship Hall
Watch for upcoming events: movie night, a bonfire, and roller skating!
~ Ms. Tonia
youth@nolensvilleumc.org

Music Ministry News
“Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty heavens! Praise Him for his mighty deeds; praise Him according to
His excellent greatness! Praise Him with trumpet sound; praise Him with lute and harp! Praise Him with tambourine and dance; praise Him
with strings and pipe! Praise Him with sounding cymbals; praise Him with loud clashing cymbals! Let everything that has breath praise the
Lord! Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:1-6)
God is so gracious to give to us the opportunity to worship together in the form of music! As we enter the fall
season, are you are looking for how best you can serve God and our church? If you are interested in serving in our
Praise Band or Adult Choir, please do not hesitate to reach out to me!
We pray God would continue to bless our efforts. All glory to Him forever and ever!
~Regan Love, Music Director
music@nolensvilleumc.org

Farewell from Christina Clark
As July comes to a close, I bid farewell to my journey as Children’s Director and begin a new chapter that God has planned for me. Thank
you so much for allowing me to serve your families for the last three and a half years. It has been an absolute joy to watch the children grow
as disciples. Additionally, I am so grateful for the each and every one of you. I give thanks for the way you all love and support children’s
ministry at Nolensville First UMC. As the Children’s Director and also a parent, I can say it is such a gift to have a community of people who
are actively involved in loving and supporting the children. I truly believe God’s love shines through each of you. Thank you again for your
support and kindness. I will cherish this chapter always, and look forward to continuing to serve with my church family. ~ Christina

8/1 Ken Atwood, Abby Atwood; 8/2 Kate Howard, Reggie Murray; 8/4 Preston Hand;
8/5 Bobbi Toombs, Gary Swindell; 8/6 Isaac Church; 8/7 Joyce Powers, Ben McGee;
8/8 Beth Lindsey, Rob Shelton; 8/10 Chris Phillips, Jimmy Stitt; 8/12 Jane Johnson; 8/14 Keith Martin;
8/17 Barbara Belden, Theresa Pickett, Mike Leach; 8/18 Eddie McGee, Amanda Jones; 8/19 Debbie Russell;
8/21 Allissa Dickey; 8/22 Mechelle Murphy; 8/23 Elaine Hughes; 8/25 Emma Campbell;
8/26 Maddie (Mucci) Ferris; 8/27 Lois McGowan; 8/29 Carol Domaleski; 8/30 Cory Adams;
8/31 Mark Campbell, Jayden Stitt, Cole Wilson
8/3 Marcia & Tom Woodcock (19); 8/6 Kathy & Eddie McGee (33);
8/7 Theresa & Jim Pickett (45), Dierdre & Brad Tompkins (17); 8/8 Wendy & Jeff Mucci (29);
8/9 Tressa & Phillip Tuck (41), Kristin & Nick Wilson (18); 8/16 Kate & Richard Howard (49);
8/21 Sylvia & Gene Wilkerson (55); 8/29 Karen & Don Hoffmeister (51), Beth & Scott Lindsey (34);
8/30 Carol & Randy Matlock (46);
and very special congratulations to Ginger & Steve Milne on their 20th wedding anniversary on August 4
and to Chris & Andy Grosson on their 30th wedding anniversary on August 17!

Latest Developments in the Church Basement
The renovation project in the youth area of the basement continues to progress. While you may not see
physical changes, the remodel committee is busy! We are working with several contractors scheduling the
work that will transform the area. The concrete contractor is soon to begin creating a new walkway from the
back parking lot to a new entrance door to be installed on the north side of the building. We have investigated
new flooring options and are close to deciding on a bright, new, durable floor! However, before the flooring
guys can come in and do their magic, we must complete the demolition, remove everything from the area, and
do a final cleanup. Please watch for information on a scheduled workday to complete these tasks. We will
need your help to get this work done; once we have the new floor in place, we can start other rebuilding
projects. Also be on the lookout for fund raising opportunities; we hope you will want to participate in these efforts! We are
excited at the progression and look forward to seeing our youth utilizing the area for generations to come!
~ The Church Renovation Committee

The Finance Committee Meets in August
The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, August 3, at 7pm by Zoom.

The Church Council of Stewards Called Meeting
The Church Council of Stewards will have a called meeting on Tuesday, August 24, at 7pm, by Zoom to discuss the
Children’s Director position.

The Board of Trustees Meets in August
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, August 10, at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall with a
Zoom option.

The Church Council of Stewards Meets in August
The work of the Church Council of Stewards is to envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate Nolensville First UMC’s
ministry and mission. Please join us on Tuesday, August 24, at 7pm, by Zoom. Watch for details on how to join in your
email!

Church Financials through June 30, 2021
Operating Fund:
YTD Income
YTD Expense
Difference

$ 218,577.37
$ 187,999.74
$ 30,577.63

YTD Budgeted Income $ 180,720.00
YTD Budgeted Expense $ 219,558.83
Difference
($ 38,838.83)
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32)

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship

2
7pm Lions Club

3
1pm Staff
1pm Tai Chi for
Arthritis
7pm Boy Scout
Court of Honor
7pm - Finance

4
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:30pm Praise
Band Rehearsal

5
7pm Church
Council called
meeting

6
11am Lunch Bunch

7
10am - Ebenezer
UMC Historic
Marker
Dedication

8

9
4:30pm Girl Scouts
2992
7pm Venturing
Crew 299

10
1pm Staff
1pm Tai Chi for
Arthritis
7pm Boy Scouts
298
7pm Trustees

11
10:30am UMW

12
1:15pm Red Cross
Blood Drive

13
11am Lunch Bunch

14
7:15am Youth
Outreach

6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:30pm Praise
Band Rehearsal

6pm Cub Scouts
297

8:30am Worship
9:30am Second
Sunday
Breakfast
9:45am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship
2pm Youth Messy
Games

8am UM Men

15
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship
1:30pm Youth
Parent
Meeting
2pm Youth

16
7pm Lions Club

17
1pm Staff
1pm Tai Chi for
Arthritis
7pm Boy Scouts
298

18
6pm Youth
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:30pm Praise
Band Rehearsal

19
6pm Cub Scouts
297

20
11am Lunch Bunch

21

22
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship
2pm Girl Scouts
1318
2pm Youth Car
Wash

23
7pm Venturing
Crew 299

24
1pm Staff
1pm Tai Chi for
Arthritis
7pm Boy Scouts
298
7pm Church
Council of
Stewards

25
6pm Youth
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:30pm Praise
Band Rehearsal

26
1pm Prayer Shawls

27
10:30pm Young
Hearts

28

29
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship
2pm Youth

30
6:30pm Jacob’s
Ladder Parent
Info Night

31
1pm Staff
1pm Tai Chi for
Arthritis
7pm Boy Scouts
298

6pm Cub Scouts
297

