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Evange….what?
Have you ever been invited to church? I have been and it happened again recently. I I met very nice gentleman while waiting in line at the
grocery store and we were having a friendly conversation about the weather. We laughed about not minding the wait as it was cool in the
store. Others were visibly upset about the wait and the employees were rushing about to make things move more quickly. I guess we struck
up a conversation because we realized that neither of us was in a hurry. As we progressed in line and chit chatted, he asked how long I had
lived in Nolensville. I told him I had been here four years. Then he asked if I would like to visit his church!
I chuckled a little and told him it would be difficult as I would probably be preaching at another church while he was worshipping at his
church. That of course led to church talk and a few laughs. I asked him about his church and that opened a door for me to ask him about his
experience of God. He shared his story with me and I shared mine. We were long done with the line when we wished each other well and
left the grocery. Right there in the hubbub of people, rushing to do the things we rank as important in life, we were talking about God.
Several things struck me about that short time together. First, why didn’t I invite him first? Was I even thinking about that before he
brought it up? Aren’t I supposed to be an evangelist?! Then I started to wonder why he invited me. Perhaps he just saw an opportunity or
perhaps he is blessed with a gift for evangelism. Maybe it was a reminder from God through a fellow Christian that our duty is to welcome
others into a relationship with the God who still transforms lives.
This past month in worship, instead of sharing our God sightings as announcements, I have asked us to share our God sightings with others
around you. I have done this because I wanted us to practice talking about God with other people. I also wanted us to hear how God is
moving in the lives of other people. Inviting people to church is a great start, but feeling comfortable and ready to listen and share about
God is a deeper and more meaningful follow up. I think that is what all people are really hungering after. Today we are all in such a stressful
hurry that it might only be when we are alone that we think about the deeper things of life, but that has never been God’s intent. When I
invite people to church they ask all kinds of questions. The most popular question is what do people at your church wear? Then there are
questions about music, things for kids, times of worship, and how accepting the congregation is to new people. All of these questions matter
because in our harried lives they seem practical, but here is what people really want to know: Does it matter?
People want to know if getting involved with church will help me, my neighborhood, or the world. The only way to answer this question is to
share what God is doing and has done in your life. How have you been transformed? How have you served? In short, people really still want
to know about the living God. Sometimes, we are in such a hurry that it feels uncomfortable
to hear about such deep matters, but — make no mistake — this is what really matters in
our lives. Let us not wait until the lonely hours to think on deeper things, but let us create
the space wherever we are, so that all people can see and experience the hope of the Lord.
My grocery store evangelist inspired me and filled me with hope because he was willing and
able to slow down and offer a simple invitation. I want to invite you to offer that invitation
and to be willing to both listen and share why it still matters.
So this month I invite you to create the time and space to both listen and share about God
with others. Be invitational. Be welcoming. In short, let’s be disciples.
Praying for opportunity and being more intentional about evangelism,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Star Spangled Celebration Booth
Nolensville First UMC will have a booth at the Town of Nolensville's Star Spangled Celebration on Saturday, July 3, 6-9pm and will
be handing out glow sticks. Be sure to stop by, say hello, and bring your friends!

Benevolence Fund
One of the ways we love our neighbor where we live is a benevolence fund to serve those in need. Your
gift left at the chancel rail during Holy Communion on July 4 is what fuels this ministry. In June, we
helped a family with food and gas assistance and helped the Nolensville Food Pantry restock their
shelves. Please remember those in need when we gather at the Lord’s Table.

Be the Lifeline Patients Need — Give Blood on July 8
SEVERE SHORTAGE ALERT — Donors are strongly urged to give now to help ensure lifesaving blood
products are available for patients. Hospital demand continues to outpace donations, and your help is
vital. On Thursday, July 8, 1:15-7:15pm, we will host the next Red Cross blood drive. All donors will
receive a $10 Amazon Gift Card via email and will be put in a drawing to win gas for a year! Please make
an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code “Nolensville.” Streamline your
donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading
and health history questions on the day of your appointment.

United Methodist Women
The United Methodist Women met on June 9 with 20 members present. President Penny Belden welcomed
everyone back to in-person meetings after the long covid hiatus, then led us in the reading of the UMW Purpose
and Mission Statement. Tressa Tuck led a devotion from The Upper Room.
Since they last met, our local unit has donated to UMCOR, Meals on Wheels, Bethlehem Center, Henderson
Settlement, Miriam's Promise, Bridges, Nashville Rescue Mission, Room in the Inn, and GraceWorks ministries.
Despite covid, the UMW sent out 80 cards and well wishes in 2020 and 40 in 2021 so far.
Our reading coordinator, Bobbi Toombs, presented the new books purchased for this year. Each member needs to read five to qualify for
Gold Star Unit status in the reading program.
Tressa Tuck and Barbara Belden gave a short program about our light shining and not forgetting to use that light to share with others. We
then sang “This Little Light of Mine.”
The next meeting will be Wednesday, July 14, at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall and will be hosted by Sandy Green.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Belden, Secretary

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The prayer shawl cupboard is full and waiting for people in need! There were 21 shawls made last
year. There are also baby blankets for new arrivals. If one takes a shawl, please record who received
it on the white board inside the right door of the black cabinet. We exclusively use Caron Simply
Soft yarn, so whoever receives it they feel like they are getting a warm hug. Our next meeting will be
Thursday, July 22, at 1pm.

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In July, they are collecting shampoo. Every month they are collecting the
following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. You
may drop the donations off on a Sunday, or at the front office during office hours. Thank you!

Project Transformation
Hi Nolensville First UMC,
I am reaching out on behalf of Project Transformation Tennessee (PT) and to ask if Nolensville First UMC
would like to volunteer with PT. PT launched in 2012 to address three unique challenges with one
program: 1) how to meet the academic, physical, social-emotional, and spiritual needs of children, 2)
how to provide meaningful ways for college-age young adults to explore ministry opportunities and develop as young leaders for the church
and the world, and 3) how to help churches connect with their communities. I am grateful to be interning with PT this summer as a House
Pastor, where I am focused on the second point — helping college students discern their vocations and helping their spiritual needs.
One way that we are addressing these challenges is by offering a four-days-a-week summer camp in the most vulnerable communities
where children fall behind and churches face the reality of declining membership numbers. This includes having intentional time to work on
reading and comprehension skills. We are using a virtual platform with the children to offer the classic PT reading buddies, as we are still
following strict COVID-19 guidelines. Volunteers can still read with children and children can work on their social-emotional skills.
We are in desperate need for volunteers this summer at a few of our sites: Antioch UMC, Smyrna First UMC, and First Cumberland
Presbyterian in Murfreesboro. Virtual Reading Buddies is a two-three hour commitment from 9:45am-12:15pm Monday-Thursday.
Volunteers would only need to commit to one day a week. It can be a one time thing, or they can do it weekly.
Here is a link where NFUMC could learn more about these opportunities: https://projecttransformation.org/tennessee/get-involved/
volunteer. Here is a link if you would like to go ahead, see what time slots are available, and sign up to volunteer: https://
www.givepulse.com/group/events/238925
Once you sign up, they will need to complete and pass a background check, or we can accept one from the Church office if there is one on
file there. There is also some virtual video training that can be completed on their own time that will be emailed to them once they have
signed up.
Thank you and God bless you!
Michael McGarvey
House Pastor, Stones River, Project Transformation Tennessee

Small Groups and Ministries Using Church Facilities
The Board of Trustees is making the facilities of Nolensville First UMC available to small groups and ministries under the following
conditions:






Signed covid waiver
No shared food
Masks are welcomed but not required for fully vaccinated persons
Social distancing is still required
Clean high-touch surfaces afterwards

Please contact the front office if you are interested in using the church facilities. The Trustees will review these requirements at each of
their monthly meetings.

Red Cross Blood Drive Results
In June, Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive. We had 38 total
donors, including two first time donors, collected 37 units of blood, and 117
potential number of lives saved. Thank you!

Kroger Community Rewards
Dear Nolensville First United Methodist Church,
The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the local neighborhoods
we call home. Our stores are on a mission not to be just part of but to help create a stronger
community. We recognize that every community has unique causes that need support. Thank you for being such an important organization
in our community.
From March through May, 2021, 20 households contributed $102.26 to Nolensville First UMC. If you would also like to have Kroger give to
the church every time you shop there, visit www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards and link your Kroger Card with Nolensville First UMC
(account number YY167).

Current Worship Status
We are still offering in-person and live streaming worship. In-person worship is at
8:30am and 10:45am in both the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Masks are welcomed
but not required for fully vaccinated persons. Social distancing is still required.
Live stream worship is available on our website (www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/virtual-worship). The Board of Trustees will review the
restrictions at their monthly meeting on July 13.

In-Person Sunday School
Every Sunday at 9:45am:


All children meet in-person in the Sanctuary -OR- continue virtual Sunday School, also at 9:45am



Youth will meet in-person in the pavilion



All adults will study the Book of Acts in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring your Bible or Bible app

Vacation Bible School in 2021
There are still openings for this summer’s VBS: Discovery on Adventure Island! Ages preschool through rising
sixth grade are invited to attend July 18-21, 6-8pm. Visit the website to register:
www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org.

VBS Volunteer Meeting
There will be a VBS volunteer meeting Sunday, July 11, at 12pm. The meeting will take place in the Fellowship
Hall with an option to join via Zoom. The meeting will last 30-60 minutes and all volunteers (youth and adults)
are encouraged to attend.

VBS Decorating Day
Thursday, July 15, 9am-1pm, children, youth and adults are invited for an all hands on deck day to
transform NFUMC into Discovery Island. We will order pizza and have lots of fun decorating! Let
Christina know if you plan to attend at children@nolensvilleumc.org
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VBS Mission Project Needs
This summer for VBS, we will be collecting high need items for our friends experiencing homelessness
at Room In The Inn. You can help the children reach their goal be donating any of the following
items: shelf stable snacks, travel size toiletries, rain ponchos, freezer pops, over the counter meds,
mens socks, and mens white t-shirts size L and up. Items can be dropped off in the children’s ministry
office -OR- shipped to the church anytime between now and July 23.

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News
Summer is here and so is the hot weather! We are starting to gear up for the upcoming school year. We have the
following positions available on our awesome preschool staff:


Music Teacher: one day a week, 8:30-12pm; lead five classes in separate 25 minute interactive music
classes



Classroom Teacher: three or four days a week, 8:30-12pm; establish and maintain a learning environment that supports the
intellectual, emotional, spiritual, physical, and social development of the children

If you or someone you know are interested, please email the director, Tonia Bush, at jacobsladder@nolensvilleumc.org.

Youth News
The youth had a blast on our Pixel Planet Arcade and lunch
adventure in June!
Loving Our Neighbor Service Opportunity:
We will be meeting at the church on Saturday, July 24, at
7:15 am to go a serve at One Gen Away Mobile Food Pantry. The mobile pantry
will be at Centennial High School that day from 9-11:30 with volunteers needing to arrive at 8 am. For more information
on this ministry, check out their website at www.onegenaway.com. Youth who are helping will need to turn in an OffSite Permission Form that can be found on the youth website (www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/youth) they haven't
already turned one in to Ms. Tonia. We will eat lunch together after serving and return to church by 12:45. If you plan to
attend, please text Ms. Tonia at 615-295-8687 by July 19 so she can ensure that we have enough transportation.
Upcoming Youth Events:
•

July 18-21 - Vacation Bible School

•

July 24 - One Gen Away Mobile Pantry

Sunday School Teachers Needed
Do you have a heart for serving children? We have a place for you! We are seeking patient, kind, kidloving adults of all ages to serve as Sunday School teachers and subs. Curriculum is provided and very
easy to follow. If you would like more info or just have questions, please reach out to Christina at
children@nolensvilleumc.org.

Promotion Sunday
Sunday, August 1, children will be promoted to their new grade levels in Sunday School. Rising sixth graders
will finally join the youth group! We are so excited to continue watching all the children grow as disciples.

7/1 Charles Light, Jacob Wang; 7/2 Maddie Lindsey; 7/3 Leah Sharrar; 7/6 Andrew Church, Nikki Ringenberg;
7/7 Scarlett Maurer; 7/8 Mason Campbell; 7/11 Connie Fisher; 7/14 Ella Jowers; 7/15 David Hackett;
7/16 Sandy Murray; 7/17 Beth Sharrar; 7/18 Jerry Jones, Tressa Tuck; 7/19 Rusty Moore;
7/20 Robert Vest, Alex Tipton; 7/23 Donna Burdge; 7/24 Jaycie Stitt; 7/26 Kristin Wilson; 7/31 Emma Bowater
7/10 Jamie & Jimmy Stitt (17); 7/14 Elaine & Presley Hughes (54); 7/15 Betty & Jimmy Reaves (55);
7/20 Kim & Bobby Jones (24), Nancy & Tom Hatcher (59); 7/22 Bobbi & Johnnie Toombs (29)

Latest Developments in the Church Basement
The renovation project in the church basement is moving right along. While there are not many changes since
the demolition, we have been sharing our vision with the Finance Committee and the Church Council of
Stewards. We have required approvals and are now ready to move forward with scheduling contractors.
Outdoor work will begin after VBS, and we will be readying the interior for contractors to start their work.
During the month of August, you will see a lot of the external work completed, and then we will move inside.
We would like to thank everyone for their efforts thus far, the demo volunteers and various committees have
accomplished a lot. We are quite pleased and proud to report that there are several financially sound funds
available which will allow us to begin. However, please keep in mind that there will be fund raising projects in
our future and we hope you will be a part of those efforts! We will share details and pictures of our progress in the coming
months! Thank you.
The Church Renovation Committee

The Board of Trustees Meets in July
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, July 13, at 7pm.

Church Financials through May 31, 2021
Operating Fund:
YTD Income
YTD Expense
Difference

$ 185,000.48
$ 161,542.62
$ 23,457.86

YTD Budgeted Income $ 152,920.00
YTD Budgeted Expense $ 184,049.16
Difference
($ 31,129.16)
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32)

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
10:30pm Friendly
Neighbors

2
11am Lunch Bunch

3
6pm Star Spangled
Celebration

4
Independence Day
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship

5
Independence Day
observed –
offices closed
7pm Lions Club

6
1pm Staff
1pm Tai Chi for
Arthritis

7
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:30pm Praise
Band Rehearsal

8
1:15pm Blood
Drive

9
11am Lunch Bunch

10
8am UM Men

11
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship
12pm VBS
Volunteer
Meeting

12
7pm Venturing
Crew 299

13
1pm Staff
1pm Tai Chi for
Arthritis
7pm Trustees

14
10:30am UMW

15
9am VBS
Decorating Day

16

17

18
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship

19

22
1pm Prayer Shawls

23
10:30pm Young
Hearts

24
7:15am Youth
Service Project

29

30
11am Lunch Bunch

31

6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:30pm Praise
Band Rehearsal

20
1pm Staff

21

Vacation Bible School:
Discovery on
Adventure Island

25
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
10:45am Worship

26
7pm Venturing
Crew 299

27
1pm Staff
1pm Tai Chi for
Arthritis

28
6:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
7:30pm Praise
Band Rehearsal

