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Sabbath
I just flew back from vacation and, boy, are my arms tired (cue the drums: ba-dum chsh.) In all seriousness, I have just returned and it was a
wonderful break. My family and I were able to enjoy some time together and away from our usual routine. I ate too much, spent too much
money, and tried my best to soak in every moment. I also slept well trusting that all would be well in my absence. That last part got me
thinking. The church goes on, and the church does not rely solely upon me. Instead the church relies upon our Lord Jesus, and all of us play
a role in Jesus’ mission. I was able to rest because I trusted the people who helped cover my role and even more importantly because I
trusted Jesus.
Times are stressful. Our jobs are stressful. Western culture seems to thrive on the ideas of immediacy and importance. Everything is
important and everything needs to be accomplished immediately. I am a worrier. I make lists to help me feel like I have control. I often find
myself unable to sleep thinking of something that did not make my list or that was left unfinished on the list. Vacation was the time that I
was able to lay down the list. I even made an effort to avoid my phone as much as possible. Technology allows us to have instant access to
information and to work from almost anywhere at any time. This year’s vacation made me consider how God intends us to work and rest.
You are probably familiar with the creation story and how God rested on the seventh day. You are probably familiar with how this Sabbath
day was given to us to honor and to keep holy. Lots of different ideas exist about which day and how, but let us start with the simple idea
that God intends us to rest, just as God rested. Jesus took time away from the crowd for rest and prayer and so should we. God intends for
us to keep a healthy relationship with our work because it keeps us in a healthy relationship with God.
Resting is hard for some of us. Resting is hard because we start to believe that if we are just smart enough or work hard enough all will be
well, but the truth is that we are not in total control. Resting requires us to trust God. Resting requires us to trust others. Resting requires us
to realize that God is sovereign over us and that we need others. Resting or Sabbath puts us in a correct relationship with God. The amazing
thing about God’s love is that we, in the grand scheme of history, are insignificant and yet God loves us. God loves each and every person
and God loves us communally together, not because of what we are capable of and not because we work hard, but because we are God’s
children. None of us are so important that all will collapse without us. God rested so that we might learn to rest and trust God.
Vacation is great but what I learned over this last week was that I need Sabbath every week. I need time to rest and trust. I need renewal,
not just of my energy, but of my faith. I hope that in reading this little article you may consider Sabbath again. I hope that you consider
taking a break from life and renewing your trust in God. God’s love for all includes the desire for us to rest in that love.
So I want to encourage you to join me in making time to rest in the love of God each
week. Let us set aside some time to remember the love we are offered and the love
we are called to share.
I pray that, whatever stress you are experiencing, you may find comfort in knowing
God calls you to rest, trusting God. Amen.
Refreshed,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Be the Lifeline Patients Need — Give Blood on June 10
Due to the ongoing pandemic and a shortage of blood drives, the Trustees are working with the Red
Cross to host additional blood drives in our Fellowship Hall this year. On Thursday, June 10, 1:157:15pm, we will host the next Red Cross blood drive. Our goal is to collect 40 pints of blood, and we
need fourteen more donors to sign up. Please make an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using
the sponsor code “Nolensville.” Streamline your donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by
visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health history
questions on the day of your appointment.

Red Cross Blood Drive Results
In May, Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive. Forty-one units of
blood were collected, and 123 potential number of lives saved. Thank you!

Family Night: Come and Play for Room In The Inn
Family nights are back at NFUMC! Bring your own family picnic and chairs for a night of fellowship and
fun on Sunday, June 6, 4-6pm. Nolensville First UMC will be collecting adult t-shirts for Room In The Inn’s
t-shirt drive. Mens size large to 2X are the most needed. For every t-shirt brought in, participants will be
entered into a drawing to dump a bucket of slime on Pastor Jimmy at the end of the night! We will
deliver the t-shirts to RITI the following week.

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In June, they are collecting lotion. Every month they are collecting the
following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. You
may drop the donations off on a Sunday, or at the front office during office hours. Thank you!

Small Groups and Ministries Using Church Facilities
The Board of Trustees is making the facilities of Nolensville First UMC available to small groups and ministries under the following
conditions:








Signed covid waiver
No shared food
Masks are welcomed but not required for fully vaccinated persons
Social distancing is still required
No more than one hour in length
No more than 42 people in the Fellowship Hall
Clean high-touch surfaces afterwards

Please contact the front office if you are interested in using the church facilities. The Trustees will review these requirements at each of
their monthly meetings.

Current Worship Status
We are still offering in-person and live streaming worship. In-person worship is at
8:30am and 10:45am in both the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Masks are welcomed
but not required for fully vaccinated persons. Social distancing is still required.
Live stream worship is available on our website (www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/virtual-worship). The Board of Trustees will review the
restrictions at their monthly meeting on June 8.

In-Person Sunday School Returns
Beginning next Sunday, June 6, at 9:45am:


All children meet in-person in the Sanctuary -OR- continue virtual Sunday School, also at 9:45am



Youth will meet in-person in the pavilion

 All adults will study the Book of Acts in the Fellowship Hall. If you want to prepare, please read the first
two chapters of Acts and bring your Bible or your electronic device with a Bible app.

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News
Jacob's Ladder is out for the summer! The school year was a success. God blessed the preschool with an amazing
year even if it was a little different due to the pandemic. Students participated in our annual Trike-A-Thon to raise
over $1,700 for St. Jude Children's Hospital. How great to enable our students to have an opportunity to help
others in need.
We have a few spots available for new students in 2021-2022. Please share with family and friends about this great ministry of Nolensville
First UMC.
And because we are able to expand our classes again, we need some more staff:


Music Teacher: one day a week, 8:30-12pm; lead five classes in separate 25 minute interactive music classes



Activity Center Teacher: three days a week, 8:30-12pm; provide a center-based classroom that incorporates hands-on learning
materials through which five classes rotate



Classroom Teacher: three or four days a week, 8:30-12pm; establish and maintain a learning environment that supports the
intellectual, emotional, spiritual, physical, and social development of the children

If you or someone you know are interested, please email the director, Tonia Bush, at jacobsladder@nolensvilleumc.org.

Youth News
Youth Sunday School will start back on June 6 in the pavilion, weather permitting. Middle and High schools will meet
together 9:45-10:30am.
During the summer months, our youth group will be meeting for some fun, fellowship, and serving our
community. To start the summer off, the youth are invited to participate in Family Night: Come and Play on Sunday,
June 6, 4-6pm (see article above). On June 27, the youth will walk from church after the late service to an eatery in Nolensville Town Center
for lunch then enjoy playing arcade games at Pixel Planet Arcade and will return to the church at 2:30pm.
~ Tonia Bush, Youth Director
youth@nolensvilleumc.org

Vacation Bible School in 2021!
VBS 2021: Discovery on Adventure Island is coming this summer, July 18-21, 6-8pm! From a whimsical lighthouse
on an enchanted island, explorers are guided on an exciting quest to find mysterious infinity lanterns to help light
their way! Registration for children entering pre-k through sixth grade will open June 1 at 10am on the church
website. This year we are excited to offer both virtual and in-person options! Whichever option you choose, we
do need you to register ahead of time. There will be a reduced capacity for in-person VBS, so be sure to sign-up
early. It is also not too late to volunteer and we have several options based on your comfort level. Reach out to
Christina at children@nolensvilleumc.org with any questions regarding VBS.

Music Ministry News
Thanks be to God for the gift of music, and for all the musical gifts and servant hearts He has given so
many members of our congregation. It has been a blessing to worship together in person and/or
virtually these last few months!
Check out the information for our music ministry opportunities:
Praise Band — We are thankful to have a wonderful group of committed musicians for our 8:30am service! Do you play an instrument,
would you like to LEARN an instrument; do you love to sing, or would you like to LEARN to sing? If so, Regan would love to talk with you!
Feel free to reach out to her over email.
Nolensville First UMC Choir — How wonderful is it seeing all the lovely faces of our choir on stage in our 10:45am service! They have been
working diligently each week preparing music to share with our church. We would love to have more faces and voices join our choir! If you
are an adult (age 18 to infinity) and you enjoy singing with a group or would like to know more about singing with a group, please reach out
to our choir director, Regan. She would love to talk with you!
We pray God would continue to bless our efforts in Music Ministry. All glory to Him forever and ever.
~Regan Love, Music Director
music@nolensvilleumc.org

6/2 Jenna Kinsman, Deena Kinsman; 6/4 Elizabeth (Redman) Szirbik, Preston Murray;
6/5 Jimmy Reaves, Dame Zazworsky; 6/7 Adam Ringenberg; 6/8 Susan Nichols, Alex Campbell; 6/11 Peggy Sisk;
6/12 Tommy McGarvey; 6/14 Lester Hitt; 6/15 Dot Hitt, Lisa Dickey; 6/16 Andy Moore, Charlotte Vander Mey;
6/20 Ruby Maurer; 6/23 Richard Howard; 6/25 Jonathan Wang; 6/28 Lara Redman; 6/29 Paige Hall
6/3 Shannon & Matthew McGarvey (4), Cory Adams & Jeff Eubanks; 6/7 Kelly & Paul Duty (18);
6/14 Nikki & Adam Ringenberg (13); 6/17 Laura & Rob Shelton (21);
6/18 Cindy & Tommy McGarvey (38), Hilda & Gary Swindell (44);
6/21 Barbara & David Hackett (13), Barbara & David Belden (46); 6/30 Jean & Mark Parisi (37)
and a very special congratulations to Denise & Kevin Gavin on their 30th wedding anniversary on June 22!

The Board of Trustees Meets in June
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, June 8, at 7pm.

The Finance Committee Meets in June
The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, June 15, at 7pm.

The Church Council of Stewards Meets in June
The work of the Church Council of Stewards is to envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate Nolensville First UMC’s
ministry and mission. Please join us on Tuesday, June 22, at 7pm, by Zoom. Watch for details on how to join in your email!

What Is Happening in the Youth Area?
The Youth Area currently located in the basement under the Sanctuary is getting a much-needed update!
This area has functioned as several different venues through the years, creating a lot of memories. During
the early 1930s, the Young People’s Sunday School Class took on the project of underpinning the building
and digging out a Fellowship Hall area. During the 1950s, a kitchen, Sunday School classrooms, and
bathrooms were added, and it received a facelift in the 1970s. In 2000, the Fellowship Hall and Sunday
School classes moved to the new building and the area became known as the Old Fellowship Hall and
Youth Area. So, with respect to the history of this area, it was past time for another update! On May 15,
volunteers began the demolition work of removing tired ceilings, kitchen walls, and worn flooring.
Historical artifacts were saved for future generations: a Sunday school bell, the counter that has served
many a meal, pine boards from the walls saved for use in future projects and may even be repurposed as Christmas ornaments.
The entire remodel will consist of several small projects, including moisture prevention, securing block walls, updating HVAC,
plumbing, and electrical, all leading up to the complete remodeling and redecorating effort. This is a BIG project, but we are just
as committed as those earlier members were in the preservation of our historical building.
The remodel committee has outlined the scope of work and will be requesting estimates for the required efforts. These estimates
will be presented to the Board of Trustees, the Finance Committee, and the Church Council of Stewards. With all this work in
mind, if you have background or experience in any of the involved areas, we would be happy to hear your ideas, especially in the
following areas: design/lay out, project management, block masonry, interior design, etc. Please feel free to reach out to us.
We look forward to providing updates of our progress and announcing exciting fundraising events that we hope you will want to
be involved with. We are committed to making this project successful and showing our youth and our community just how much
we love them and our church! To date, over 150 hours have been volunteered by church members to this effort; I think that is a
great example of commitment! Please be in prayer for this project, those volunteering their times and talents, and for the coming
fundraising events.
If you would like to be part of this effort or have suggested contacts, please reach out to Kevin Gavin at 615-663-1360 or Jeff
Mucci at 618-530-4096.
Thank you, NFUMC Youth Remodel Committee

Church Financials through April 30, 2021
Operating Fund:
YTD Income
YTD Expense
Difference

$ 145,543.68
$ 123,070.28
$ 22,473.40

YTD Budgeted Income $ 118,160.00
YTD Budgeted Expense $ 148,239.49
Difference
($ 30,079.49)
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32)
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