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Saved?
As we leave the Easter season, I often find myself contemplating salvation and God’s unfathomable love. Several years ago, a gentleman
who said he had a question for me visited me at home while I was walking our dog. I thought he was selling something as I observed him go
from house to house in the cul-de-sac. I tried to encourage our dog to hurry up, but he was uncooperative. So I braced myself for a sales
pitch. Instead I was asked the following, “Are you saved?” This is a profound and important question, which we should struggle with. I
struggled with my response for many weeks after this visit, and I continue to struggle with this question still today. My struggle is not
because I do not know and place my faith in Jesus. My struggle has to do with the finality of the word “saved.”
“Saved” sounds like something that happened in the past. There is good reason for this. Jesus’ salvific birth, life, death, and resurrection
happened one time for all people throughout time. In this sense I understand the word “saved,” and yet I am still troubled. I believe my
trouble comes from the idea that saved might imply that God is done with me, as if I have reached some plateau and all is well with the
world and me. My experience tells me something different. So I prefer to think that Jesus’ sacrifice opened the door of the house of
salvation and that I, through God’s grace and my faith, have walked in that house. This, however, is a monumental house. This is not a finish
line, but an invitation. God is not done with me yet. This place is a home for growing and changing. This growth and change occurs through
relationships with the new family I have found in this home. We pray together, eat together, serve together, and even die to our old ways
together. God is here, too. In fact, when we are together, it is God who greets us and leads us.
So the gentleman’s question remains, “Are you saved?” My answer is that by the grace of God found and through relationship with God and
others, I am being saved. Every day is a new opportunity to grow closer to God and others. Every day is a new opportunity to become more
like Jesus who by His great love opened a door for all to be saved, if we will only take that step. By the grace of God, I hope to see myself
growing in love while trusting in Jesus’ love. I pray I am attentive to the ways God continues to save and transform us. Salvation is not just a
one-time event, it is an ongoing transformative relationship with the God who continues to invite all into this new home. We are saved from
perpetual separation from God and saved for union with God in His kingdom.
So the question we all should be asking ourselves is, “Are we responding to the God who
longs to save us?”
May we answer God’s salvific call and forever respond to the grace that is transforming
the world. Amen.
God is not done with us yet!

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Be the Lifeline Patients Need — Give Blood on May 13
Due to the ongoing pandemic and a shortage of blood drives, the Trustees are working with the Red
Cross to host additional blood drives in our Fellowship Hall this year. On Thursday, May 13, 1:157:15pm, we will host the next Red Cross blood drive. Please make an appointment at
www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code “Nolensville.” Streamline your donation experience
and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your predonation reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment.

Red Cross Blood Drive Results
In April, Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive. Fifty-three units of
blood were collected, and 159 potential number of lives saved. Thank you!

Boy Scout Troop 298
Troop 298 has been advancing well this year, in spite of challenges such as the coronavirus pandemic. Their weekly meetings
are now being held outside at the church and simultaneously over Zoom. The troop is now back to normal meeting times
instead of the abbreviated meetings that were done solely over Zoom. The troop has again participated in the annual Scouting
for Food drive, which required them to distribute flyers on one Saturday, and then pick up the food left by Nolensville residents
the next Saturday. The scouts were happy to be able to help the community by collecting food for the Nolensville Food Pantry.
The scouts are doing well in advancements and one of our scouts, Parker Short, has recently earned the highest scouting rank
of Eagle. Parker is an inspiration to his peers in his achievement of the Eagle Rank and there are several other scouts very close to also
earning their Eagle Rank. The Troop will be going to summer camp next month at Boxwell Reservation for a week of skills training,
advancement, and fun.
Submitted by Van Leonard, Troop 298 Scribe

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In May, they are collecting deodorant. Every month they are collecting the
following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. You
may drop the donations off on a Sunday, or at the front office during office hours. Thank you!

Small Groups and Ministries Using Church Facilities
The Board of Trustees is making the facilities of Nolensville First UMC available to small groups and ministries under the following
conditions:







Signed covid waiver
No shared food
Masks and social distancing requires
No more than one hour in length
No more than 42 people in the Fellowship Hall
Clean high-touch surfaces afterwards

Please contact the front office if you are interested in using the church facilities. The Trustees will review these requirements at each of
their monthly meetings.

Current Worship Status
We are still offering in-person and live streaming worship. In-person worship is at
8:30am and 10:45am in both the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. RSVPs, masks, and
social distancing are required. Each week, RSVPs can be made on our website (www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org) or by calling the front office.
Live stream worship is available on our website (www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/virtual-worship). The Board of Trustees will review the
restrictions at their monthly meeting on May 11.

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News
The Trike-A-Thon in April was so much fun for our students, families, and staff. The students rode laps around the
back parking area on their trikes, bikes, or scooters to raise money for St. Jude Children’s Hospital. This is a great
opportunity for Jacob’s Ladder students to experience helping others!
Currently, we are enrolling for the 2021-2022 school year and there are still a few spots available. If you know of family or friends who are
interested in learning more about our preschool, they can email Tonia Bush at jacobsladder@nolensvilleumc.org or visit our website
www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/jacobsladder.

NFUMC Kids Sunday School in May
In May, the children will talk about commitment, which is making a plan and putting it into
practice. We will start with Paul’s wise words about running a race. Runners know that
you cannot go from sitting on the couch one day to running a marathon the next. It takes
training and practice. It takes a plan! This month, we will look at some practical ways kids can grow in faith by putting a
plan in place. Just like practice helps us become better at playing an instrument or a specific sport, practicing what
matters most can help us grow a stronger faith! All children up though fifth grade are welcome to join us on Sundays at 10am via Zoom. For
more information, please contact Ms. Christina at children@nolensvilleumc.org.

Youth News

Sundays
Youth is meeting in-person on Sundays, May 2, 16 & 23. Middle school youth will meet 2-3:30pm, high school
youth will meet 4-5:30pm, both will meet in the Youth Area. Masks are a must! There will also be a Zoom option
available. Ms. Tonia will send a text with the Zoom link for Sundays.

Wednesdays
Youth is meeting by Zoom on Wednesdays, May 5 & 12, 6:30-7:30pm. Ms. Tonia sends a weekly text with Zoom link. If you are not receiving
her texts, please contact her 615-295-8687.

Volunteers Needed
YOUTH VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR SUNDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS! Ms. Tonia has created a Sign Up Genius to make volunteering as easy
as clicking a button: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AADA72EA7F49-Sunday. Thank you!

Plan for Vacation Bible School in 2021!
VBS 2021: Discovery on Adventure Island is coming this summer, July 18-21, 6-8pm! From a whimsical lighthouse
on an enchanted island, explorers are guided on an exciting quest to find mysterious infinity lanterns to help light
their way. Using map coordinates from their reference book (the Bible), children discover clues to finding each
lantern while learning how God’s light shines in the lives of familiar biblical characters in Old and New Testament
stories. Get ready, because all the EXCITING details for children and volunteers will be coming VERY soon!
Registration for children will open on June 1.

Battle Memorial Scholarship
The Board of Trustees is honored to announce that the recipient of the 2021 Lucien and Carolyn Hughes Battle Memorial Scholarship is
Emma Bowater, who will be attending Belmont University in the fall. Congratulations, Emma!

Dot Arnold Scholarship
The Dot Arnold Scholarship (DAS) Fund at Nolensville First UMC was set up to honor Dot
Arnold. For many years, Granny Dot, as she was called, served as a member of the choir,
as organist, pianist, and choir director at our church. Granny Dot was involved in the
music ministry for more than fifty years. The DAS was originally established more than twenty years ago. Since that time, the music ministry
at Nolensville First UMC has been greatly expanded, and much of that expansion is based on the solid foundation of music ministry
generated by Granny Dot.
The DAS is funded through direct donations and through the fundraising efforts of the music ministry program of Nolensville First UMC. We
anticipate the ability to fund one or more initial scholarships, and several renewal scholarships, each year in the amount of $500 each.
High school seniors who will be attending an accredited college or university and have been active in the music program at Nolensville First
UMC during their high school years are eligible. While active participation as a singer and/or instrumentalist is preferred, a student who has
actively and continuously served in a support role within the music ministry program may also be considered eligible. Those eligible
students must complete all portions of the application process and meet the application deadline to be considered by the DAS committee.
Applications are available on our website (www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/das) or hard copy in the front hall. Applications are due
Saturday, May 15, 2021.

Call for Graduate Recognition
On Sunday, May 16, we will recognize our high school and college graduates. Please send the name of your graduate, the
school where they graduated, what degree, and their plans for the next season of their life to the front office by Tuesday,
May 11.

Call for Memorial Day Remembrances
Sunday, May 30, we will remember our family members that bravely fought for our country and have since passed on.
Please make sure the front office has their name, branch of service, and date of their passing by Tuesday, May 25.

5/1 Barbara Hackett, Rachel Eller; 5/3 Bobby Jones; 5/5 Meredith Church; 5/6 Tom Hatcher; 5/9 Mera Kate Maurer;
5/11 Carole Colebank; 5/13 Eric Woodward; 5/14 Matt Sharrar, Lynn Gray; 5/15 Lanny McGowan, Gene Wilkerson;
5/16 Caroline Shelton; 5/17 Abby Baker, Evan Church; 5/18 Iris Lassiter; 5/19 Dave Burdge;
5/25 Phillip Tuck, Josh Mucci; 5/26 Madison (Tuck) Moore; 5/27 Max Mucci; 5/28 Rock Maurer; 5/30 Gabby Wang
5/18 Wendy & Jason Holley; 5/28 Sandy & Reggie Murray (16)

Exciting Things Are About to Happen in the Youth Area!
The Trustees have put together a Remodel Committee for the youth area that includes committee
members, youth representatives, and parents. In order to start the remodel of the area we currently use
for the youth, we will be purging items that will no longer be needed or have just showed up over the
years.
The sorting be completed by April 30. On May 1 & 2, we ask that church members look over items set out
in the youth area to claim as needed for church projects or could be used for donation to a community
need. This area will be open on the mornings of Saturday, May 1, and Sunday, May 2. If you cannot make
those mornings, call the front office to set up an appointment during the week of May 3.
Please remove these items from the kitchen or make arrangements to do this.
The remaining items will then be donated to a charity or disposed of after May 8.
Thank you,
Trustees and Remodel Committee

The Board of Trustees Meets in May
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, May 11, at 7pm.

Offices Closed
Chris will be out of the office May 12-17. Pastor Jimmy will be out of the office May 24-30.
All offices will be closed on Monday, May 31, in observance of Memorial Day.

The Finance Committee Meets in May
The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, May 18, at 7pm.

Church Financials through March 31, 2021
Operating Fund:
YTD Income
YTD Expense
Difference

$ 102,596.21
$ 96,490.90
$ 6,105.31

YTD Budgeted Income $ 90,360.00
YTD Budgeted Expense $ 112,729.62
Difference
($ 22,369.62)
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32)
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