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Easter Hope and Basketball
Easter is upon us. This high and holy time is filled with celebration and splendor. As a pastor, I get really focused on Holy Week and Easter
Sunday. It is, after all, the day we celebrate and remember again the resurrection of Jesus with Christians all over the world. Much prayer
and preparation goes into Holy Week and into Easter Sunday service. And this year has been special.
This year, like much of life recently, has been different. More time and energy has been put into preparing for this celebration than I can
ever remember before. I have been praying and planning. So many others, both staff and volunteers, have been working hard to make Holy
Week and Easter Sunday meaningful for all. This work, of course, has been made harder by the pandemic. As a church, we have tried to
create the safest environment we are able to create and to provide the best virtual worship we can provide. It has been stressful, but so
important. Caring for one’s neighbor is primary in our life together and finding new and inventive ways to do that has been both challenging
and rewarding. This has not been easy though. It seems to me that we are living in a time of great stress and great discord. I believe this is
affecting us all. I am also keenly aware that my struggle is not unique and that others in our society have been asked to deal with much
more, but I would like to share where I found hope.
As a pastor, I have discovered over this last year that I cannot please everyone. That seems logical, but it has been hard for me to handle.
One day last month, I had been to two different meetings where we were making plans and trying think of all the little things we used to
take for granted when planning worship. I had also been on the phone with a person who was very sick and alone trying to offer prayer and
hope. In the midst of pastoral care and planning for worship, I also got to hear lots of people’s opinions about how things should be and
how we were getting it all wrong. Needless to say, I was tired. I was spent. I was wrestling with my calling to pastoral ministry. I was
wrestling with whether I am capable of continuing to answer this call when it feels like, no matter what I do, some good people will be
unhappy.
The day had grown late and nothing was pressing and so I made my way to the car dejected. As I cut across the lawn, I noticed a kid playing
basketball all alone in the back of our parking lot. I felt the pull to go and meet this young man and welcome him, but I also felt the desire to
hide away from the world. I am so glad I listened to the Spirit. I made my way to the back of the parking lot and keeping a distance to not
alarm the young man I introduced myself and welcomed him. He told me he was new to town, having moved here with his family. I took a
few shots with him and we laughed about how my jump shot lacked a jump. I got him to smile. I hope for that moment
he felt less “new here.” I told him about our church and the youth group. Since that afternoon, I have seen him playing
with new friends and his family several times on our make shift basketball court and I have waved, mimed my jump-less
jump shot, and laughed with him. That day, and each time since, I have been reminded of the hope found in our Lord.
Even when things are hard and we do not have all the answers, God is still calling us to one simple thing. That one
simple thing is love. When I am wrestling with what to do and struggling with the undercurrent of discord in our
culture, I ask myself the following question: How can I love like Jesus? I do not have all the answers, but I know one
thing. That one thing is that God’s love changes the world. When we stop thinking about ourselves and start thinking
about others, God’s love transforms us. I am far from perfect, and no matter how hard we work or how well we
plan, Easter Sunday will not be perfect. However, if we all would stop and find a way to love others like Jesus
does, it just might be the greatest Easter Sunday we have ever known. If we would stop and find ways to love
others like Jesus does, every day would be different and we would be closer to living in the Kingdom of God
that I think we all are seeking.
I want to challenge us this year to stop trying to make things the way we want them to be and instead start

considering and truly loving others, because that is the way God commands it shall be. I have hope that the world, and indeed our lives, can
change for the better, because when we love others like Jesus loves, all kinds of miracles happen. I went from an exhausted, defeated
pastor to laughing like a child because I took a few minutes to try to make someone else’s day better. Imagine what could happen if we all
dedicated our lives to truly living to love God by loving others. If Jesus can be resurrected, then nothing is impossible. If the love of
forgiveness can overcome the hate of a cross, then nothing is impossible. If we will live as disciples of Jesus who seek to love God and our
neighbor as ourselves, then hope shall abound!
Easter is all about the hope found in God’s love. May you remember hope this Easter season and share that love in Jesus name. Amen.
Working on my jump shot and my faith,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks

Be the Lifeline Patients Need — Give Blood on April 8
Due to the ongoing pandemic and a shortage of blood drives, the Trustees are working
with the Red Cross to host additional blood drives in our Fellowship Hall this year. On
Thursday, April 8, 1:15-7:15pm, we will host the next Red Cross blood drive. Please make
an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code “Nolensville.”
Streamline your donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting
www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health
history questions on the day of your appointment.

Ebenezer UMC Drive Thru Meal Pick Up
The Matthew 25 Ministry of Ebenezer UMC is sponsoring a Drive Thru Meal Pick Up in their church parking lot on
Saturday, April 17, 11am-1:30pm. Ebenezer UMC is at 101 King Street in Nolensville.

Prayer Shawl Ministry Will Meet in April
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a subgroup of the United Methodist Women's group of Nolensville First UMC. A small
group of dedicated knitters and crocheters meet every fourth Thursday of the month at 1pm in the Fellowship
Hall. Our next meeting will be April 22. We create shawls that are given to those in need of a tangible
demonstration of God's love and care in times of trouble or grief. If you are interested in participating in this
ministry, please contact Penny Belden at 615-984-4696.

Young Hearts Will Meet in April
The Young Hearts (55+ years young) will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Friday, April 23, at 10:30am to plan
activities for the remainder of the year. Masks and social distancing will be required.

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In April, they are collecting laundry detergent. Every month they are
collecting the following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and
pudding cups. You may drop the donations off on a Sunday, or at the front office during office hours. Thank you!

Small Groups and Ministries Using Church Facilities
The Board of Trustees is making the facilities of Nolensville First UMC available to small groups and ministries under the following
conditions:







Signed covid waiver
No shared food
Masks and social distancing requires
No more than one hour in length
No more than 42 people in the Fellowship Hall
Clean high-touch surfaces afterwards

Please contact the front office if you are interested in using the church facilities. At each of their monthly meetings, the Trustees will review
these requirements at each of their monthly meetings.

Kroger Community Rewards
Dear Nolensville First United Methodist Church,
The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the local neighborhoods
we call home. Our stores are on a mission not to be just part of but to help create a stronger community. We recognize that every
community has unique causes that need support. Thank you for being such an important organization in our community.
From December 2020 through February 2021, 20 households contributed $99.16 to Nolensville First UMC. If you would also like to have
Kroger give to the church every time you shop there, visit www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards and link your Kroger Card with Nolensville
First UMC (account number YY167).
~Community Rewards Staff

New Worship Experience
The Board of Trustees have worked hard to upgrade technology so that we can live
stream our services online and in the Fellowship Hall and to upgrade the air filtration
system in the Sanctuary. Therefore, we are able to move into a new phase of worship. We will continue requiring masks and social
distancing. Seating will be limited so the Fellowship Hall will be used as an additional worship space. We will continue to ask for your RSVP
so that we can prepare the two worship spaces. Please be welcoming and accommodating as we may not all fit in one room. The Trustees
will be available to help us safely maximize our space. We will continue to offer virtual worship by live stream on our website
(www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/virtual-worship) and services will be archived on our YouTube channel.

Holy Week Worship Schedule
All worship services will be both virtual and in-person. Space for in-person worship is limited and will require an RSVP, masks, and social
distancing. Live streaming of all services will be available on our website and archived on our YouTube channel.
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 6:30pm - As the story continues, we will worship on Maundy Thursday,
and commemorate the last supper of Jesus by partaking communion in-person or virtually. By using any
bread or bread product you have at home and juice or water, we will share in this blessed sacrament as
we center our thoughts on the upper room and words Jesus spoke to His disciples.
Good Friday, April 2, 6:30pm - Good Friday worship centers on the darkest hours of Jesus
crucifixion. This service offers an opportunity to experience the darkness of that passion. Prayerfully,
allow the text and music to draw you into the events that led to the actual crucifixion.
Easter Sunday, April 4, 8:30am & 10:45am - But with hope and thanksgiving, we know the story
does not end on Good Friday. Easter Sunday morning worship is the celebration of the moment that
defines us as Christians. We joyously celebrate the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, in the timeless story of His
resurrection. Christ the Lord is risen today!

Children’s Ministry News
Light Bright Bonfire
The fourth and fifth graders had an awesome time at the bonfire in March. This special group has
missed so many of their traditional Light Bright activities due to covid, and it was so nice to see them come together for
fellowship. We had pizza, s’mores and A LOT of fun!
Easter Adventure Bags
Parents of NFUMC Kids, it is not too late to pick up Easter Adventure Bags for your children. We have filled these bags
with fun, surprises, and meaningful activities for Holy Week. Contact Ms. Christina if you still have not picked up your
child’s bag.
NFUMC Easter Eggventure
During Holy Week, kids will be going on an NFUMC Easter Eggventure around Nolensville! A special friend has hidden 25 Easter eggs around
town. The quest to find five or 25 eggs can be completed anytime until the end of Easter Sunday. Check out the clues and see how many
you can find!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Look for an egg where pigs are signs.
Find an egg at a place that isn’t last but First when it comes to money.
Find an egg where dolls, action figures, dress up clothes, puzzles and games are on shelves.
Find an egg where you might go if your tummy is growling for home cooked food.
Find an egg at a place that people tap, spin and leap.
Find an egg at a place that you don’t run in but Walk In if you feel sick.
Find an egg in France where there are all the colors of the rainbow.
Find an egg at a place that has Wacky Packs.
Find eggs in a neighborhood that is not broken but Bent.
Find eggs in a neighborhood that has sidewalks that lead to Nolensville Elementary.
Find eggs in a neighborhood that doesn’t have gold but another precious metal in its name.
Find eggs in a neighborhood where Pastor Jimmy likes to practice skate boarding. He also practices his light saber skills here.
Find two eggs at the place where you worship.

Cedar Crest Camp
If you have registered or plan to register your child for Cedar Crest Camp, please let Ms. Christina or Ms. Tonia know so
camp scholarship funds can be applied to your child's tuition. If you are interested in learning more about Cedar Crest,
visit www.CedarCrestCamp.org.

Altar Flowers
Now that we are again worshipping in the Sanctuary, you have the opportunity to provide altar flowers. You provide fresh flowers for both
Sunday morning services in honor of or in memory of a loved one, and you take them home to enjoy after the late serves. Contact the front
office (numc@nolensvilleumc.org, voice 615-776-2815, text 615-475-8108) to reserve a Sunday. Thank you!

Youth News

Thank you!
Warmth In Winter was a blast! We enjoyed the fellowship, music, and especially the games. Thank you to all who
volunteered to make this event possible. The Lent study has been a success as well. Thank you to Zannie Martin
for co-leading the study with Ms. Tonia.

Sundays
Youth is meeting in-person on Sundays! Middle school youth will meet 2-3:30pm; high school youth will meet 4-5:30pm. We will be meeting
in the Youth Area. Masks are a must! There will also be a Zoom option available. Ms. Tonia will send a text with the Zoom link for Sundays.

Wednesdays
On Wednesday nights, all youth will still be meeting by Zoom 6:30-7:30pm. Ms. Tonia sends a text each week with a Zoom link. If you are
not receiving her texts, please contact her at 615-295-8687.

Volunteers Needed
YOUTH VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR SUNDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS! Ms. Tonia has created a Sign Up Genius to make volunteering as easy
as clicking a button: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AADA72EA7F49-Sunday. Thank you!

Dot Arnold Scholarship
The Dot Arnold Scholarship (DAS) Fund at Nolensville First UMC was set up to honor Dot
Arnold. For many years, Granny Dot, as she was called, served as a member of the choir,
as organist, pianist, and choir director at our church. Granny Dot was involved in the
music ministry for more than fifty years. The DAS was originally established more than twenty years ago. Since that time, the music ministry
at Nolensville First UMC has been greatly expanded, and much of that expansion is based on the solid foundation of music ministry
generated by Granny Dot.
The DAS is funded through direct donations and through the fundraising efforts of the music ministry program of Nolensville First UMC. We
anticipate the ability to fund one or more initial scholarships, and several renewal scholarships, each year in the amount of $500 each.
High school seniors who will be attending an accredited college or university and have been active in the music program at Nolensville First
UMC during their high school years are elegible. While active participation as a singer and/or instrumentalist is preferred, a student who has
actively and continuously served in a support role within the music ministry program may also be considered eligible. Those eligible
students must complete all portions of the application process and meet the application deadline to be considered by the DAS committee.
Applications are available on our website (www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/das) or hard copy in the front hall. Applications are due
Saturday, May 15, 2021.

4/2 Celia Leech; 4/5 Jackie McGhee; 4/8 Scott Lindsey; 4/9 Ken Cunningham; 4/10 Archie Zazworsky;
4/11 Hannah Maynard; 4/12 Morris Skinner, Beckett Eller, Thorin Vander Mey; 4/13 Kim Jones;
4/15 Abby Hagan; 4/16 Karen Hoffmeister, Carol Matlock; 4/17 Zannie Martin; 4/19 Steve Milne;
4/20 Jimmy Murphy; 4/21 Kevin Gavin, Laura Shelton; 4/24 Lauren Burch, Lucy Scobey; 4/26 Nancy Douglas;
4/27 Jan Jones, Jamie Stitt, Dawson Murphy; 4/28 Melissa Thomas, Jeremy Wang; 4/29 Betty Reaves;
4/30 Carol Milne
4/10 Carolyn & Morris Skinner (62); 4/16 Mary Beth & Kenneth Moore (38)

Welcome Regan Love!
The Staff Pastor Parrish Relations Committee is happy to announce and welcome Mrs. Regan Love to Nolensville
First UMC as the new Music Director. Regan joined the team in March and has already been involved at several
worship services and begun choir practices.
Regan and her husband, Bairon, and their 11-month-old son, Liam, currently live in South Nashville; they moved
to Tennessee in 2019 from Naples, Florida. Regan has worked with the Salvation Army in the Music & Arts
Department for the last four years and Bairon works for Habitat for Humanity in Franklin. Regan’s passions are
studying scripture, cooking, exercising, and spending time with loved ones.
Regan says she feels blessed by God for providing her with this opportunity to serve at NFUMC. We feel that
God has blessed us with her bright, enthusiastic desire to serve Him and our church. The next time you see
Regan, please give her a warm NFUMC welcome or you can reach out to her at: music@nolensvilleumc.org.
Thank you, ~Kevin Gavin, SPPRC Chair

Church Offices Closed April 6
Church offices will be closed on Tuesday, April 6, for an Easter holiday.

The Board of Trustees Meets in April
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 13, at 7pm.

Front Office Closed for PAUMCS Conference
Chris Grosson, our Church Office Administrator, will be attending the annual conference of the
Professional Administrators of the United Methodist Connectional Structure (PAUMCS) on April 15-17.
The mission of PAUMCS is to provide administrative professionals a supportive base for unity and
fellowship and to promote individual growth, professional development, continuing education, and
spiritual enrichment. Chris will attend workshops on risk management, social media strategies, staying
healthy, productive, and grounded, and much more. She will be physically in the office (and her car will
be in the parking lot!) but she will have limited time for email and phone calls.

The Church Council of Stewards Meets in April
The work of the Church Council of Stewards is to envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate Nolensville First UMC’s
ministry and mission. Please join us on Tuesday, April 27, at 7pm, by Zoom. Watch for details on how to join in your email!

Church Financials through February 28, 2021
Operating Fund:
YTD Income
YTD Expense
Difference

$ 61,111.52
$ 57,087.27
$ 4,024.25

YTD Budgeted Income $ 62,560.00
YTD Budgeted Expense $ 77,319.75
Difference
($ 14,759.75)
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32)
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