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Let’s Take a Walk
It’s March again! Time truly does seem to fly by. Speaking of flying by, there has been much concern for my safety after I revealed in last
month’s article that I am learning to skateboard again. I thank you for your prayers and assure you that, after having hurt both wrists, I am
now wearing a full set of pads and a helmet. Unfortunately, it has snowed so much lately that I have not been able to roll around and
instead I have had to walk.
Toward the middle of the week during our ice/snow storm, we were running low on food. Please understand we had plenty, we just didn’t
have what anyone wanted to eat. So I decided to walk to Dollar General. It felt like ten miles, but it is really just 2.2 miles round trip. I
walked during the middle of the day, staying mostly in the snow to avoid the slick roads in the subdivision. I enjoyed seeing all of the people
out sledding and playing. People were enjoying our strange weather. There were ATVs, sleds, and even go-karts sliding everywhere. One
wonderful man was using a small tractor to clear some of the ice and snow from the roads. I enjoyed all of this on the way to Dollar General.
On the way back, I felt differently and I feel differently now.
I took a backpack with me so that I could carry things efficiently and I am sure I bought more than was appropriate for me to carry. So as I
started my journey home my backpack was stuffed, and I had Dollar General bags tied to my front to keep my hands clear to catch myself in
a fall. I must have looked like a pack mule. I was sweating and breathing hard too. As I made my way back, I thought maybe one of these
cars will stop and offer me a ride. I thought maybe — just maybe — one of the people would see my struggle and see that I was carrying
food and think, he must live here and I could do a good deed. You can probably tell by my bitterness that it never happened. One sweet
family out playing with their toddler did stop and speak to me. I stopped when they spoke to me, and it was a nice break. Then I was back at
it trudging bitterly through the snow.
I started to get what some would call “high and mighty.” I started thinking that Jesus must have felt this way walking with that cross. In
other words, I was way overdoing it in my moral superiority! As God often does, God corrected me. I stepped where I shouldn’t have and
went down. It wasn’t a hard fall. It was just one of those that make you feel dumb. Honestly, I was being dumb. I walked the rest of the way
home and when I could sit down without the load of groceries I came to a realization.
Sure, maybe someone should have offered me a ride, but I never asked either. In fact, there I was in my own neighborhood with so much
opportunity to speak to people and I never did. Not only did I never ask for a ride, I did not even wish anyone a good day or laugh with them
while they enjoyed their unexpected day off. I did nothing to show the love of God
I long to know and claim to share. I wasn’t like Jesus on that walk at all! Jesus
shared God’s love everywhere Jesus went. Even on that walk to Golgotha, Jesus
was walking for others. Jesus was walking for you. Jesus was walking to Golgotha
for all. I was walking for frozen Totino’s Pizzas, Honey Buns, canned soup, and
some Coca-Cola. I realized, sitting there in my chair, that I had seen Jesus in my
walk. Jesus had been there when a mom and dad playing with their toddler took
the time to speak to me. I must have looked like a real mess, but they saw a
person and said hello. I had failed to do that all the way there and back. Replacing
that feeling of righteous, I felt the need to ask forgiveness. I also asked for a heart
that thought less about me and more about those around me.

I want to ask you to join me in taking a walk this month. I am going to purposely take the time to walk around my neighborhood and say
hello to those who are out and about. As I walk, I am going to pray that each and every home I pass knows that they are loved by God. If I
strike up a conversation along the way, I am going to enjoy it and do my best to make sure whoever I am talking to feels appreciated. In
short, I am going to take a few walks this month and see if I can be a better disciple of Jesus. I am inviting you to do the same in your
neighborhood or if you live outside a neighborhood feel free to walk around the neighborhood around the church. Let’s spend some time,
right here where we live, letting people know they are seen and loved.
Still finding the path,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Be the Lifeline Patients Need — Give Blood on March 11
In February, Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross blood drive. Forty pints of blood
were collected, and 120 potential number of lives saved. Thank you!
Due to the ongoing pandemic and a shortage of blood drives, the Trustees are working
with the Red Cross to host additional blood drives in our Fellowship Hall this year. On
Thursday, March 11, 1:15-7:15pm, we will host the next Red Cross blood drive. Please
make an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code “Nolensville.”
Streamline your donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting
www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health
history questions on the day of your appointment.

UMCOR Sunday on March 14
As the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United Methodist Church, the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) equips churches and individuals for ministry with persons in
need. UMCOR responds to U.S. and international disasters, addresses diseases and poverty, assists
refugees and immigrants, provides clean water, and works to reduce hunger.
UMCOR would be unable to do this work without your support. Absolutely 100% of your gifts to
UMCOR projects support mission and ministry. No overhead costs are allocated from gifts to projects.
UMCOR’s overhead costs are supported by your sustaining gifts on UMCOR Sunday, March 14, that
lay the foundation for UMCOR to share God’s love with communities everywhere. For more than 80
years, United Methodists have faithfully given to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of
Sharing). Thank you!

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In March, they are collecting cereal. Every month they are collecting the
following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. You
may drop them off on a Sunday, or at the front office during office hours. Thank you!

Re-Returning to In-Person Worship
As of February 28, we returned to a limited in-person worship in the Fellowship Hall.
Through March, options for worship are as follows:


Virtual worship will be available at 9am on Facebook, at 11am on YouTube, and at 2pm on our website



In-Person worship in the Fellowship Hall at 8:30am. Masks and social distancing are required.



In-Person worship in the Fellowship Hall at 10:45am. Masks and social distancing are required.

RSVPs for in-person worship are required by the Friday before at 2pm, online, by text (615-475-8108) or call the front office (615-776-2815).
Also, the Board of Trustees have been working hard on getting ready to return to live worship in the Sanctuary soon!

Youth News

Lent Study
If you haven't joined Ms. Zannie and Ms. Tonia for the Youth Lent study because you either don't have a copy of
the Lent Study book or you don't have time to add another reading tasks to your busy schedule, JOIN US anyways!
We meet by Zoom Wednesday evenings 6:30-7:30pm journeying through the book together with no prereading
required. Zoom link texts are sent out every week.

WNW 2021
We are thrilled to announce that Warm In Winter will be March 26 & 27! Planning is underway. Ms. Tonia will be texting/
emailing participants and their parents with exact times for these two days soon. Volunteers will receive further information by
text/email as well.

Youth In-Person Kick Off
We are tentatively scheduling our first in-person Youth meeting for Sunday, March 28! This will be a combined Youth
meeting for both middle school and high school students. We will meet 3-4:30pm in the youth area. Masks are required.
For those not yet comfortable with being in person, a Zoom option will be available.

Children’s Ministry News
Children’s Lent Study
Ms. Christina and Ms. Ginger will continue to lead the Children’s Lent Study of Adam Hamilton’s The Walk, on
Sundays at 10am via Zoom. There is no reading required, and all children are welcome to join at any point. Please reach out to Ms. Christina
if you need information on joining the study.
Light Bright Bonfire
Parents of fourth and fifth graders, save the date for Friday, March 26, for a Light Bright bonfire and glow-in-the-dark-egg hunt
at Ms. Christina’s house. We will be outside from 6:30-9pm. Covid safety guidelines will be in place. More details to come
soon!

Candygrams for Cedar Crest Camp a Success!
Thank you to all who participated in this fundraiser by purchasing and/or delivering Candygrams on
Valentine’s Day! This was a huge success and a wonderful way to show love to one another, and we
raised $541 for scholarships!
~ Christina and Tonia

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News
Jacob's Ladder Preschool is now enrolling for the 2021-2022 school year. Be sure to spread the word to neighbors,
friends, and family who might be seeking a Bible-based, kindergarten readiness preschool for ages 3-5 where the
staff strives to instill that “God made me, God loves me, and Jesus wants to be my forever friend” in each of our
students. Anyone interested should go to the church website www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org for further information, or they can email
Tonia Bush jacobsladder@nolensvilleumc.org

Holy Week Worship Schedule
All worship services will be both virtual and in-person. Space for in-person worship is limited and will require an RSVP, masks, and social
distancing. Virtual worship will be on Facebook, YouTube, and on our website.
Palm Sunday, March 28, 8:30am & 10:45am - Palm Sunday commemorates the entry of Jesus
into Jerusalem and begins the series of observances focusing on the events of Holy Week.
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 6:30pm - As the story continues, we will worship on Maundy Thursday,
and commemorate the last supper of Jesus by partaking communion in-person or virtually. By using any
bread or bread product you have at home and juice or water, we’ll share in this blessed sacrament as we
center our thoughts on the upper room and words Jesus spoke to His disciples.
Good Friday, April 2, 6:30pm - Good Friday worship centers on the darkest hours of Jesus
crucifixion. This service offers an opportunity to experience the darkness of that passion. Prayerfully,
allow the text and music to draw you into the events that led to the actual crucifixion.
Easter Sunday, April 4, 8:30am & 10:45am - But with hope and thanksgiving, we know the story
does not end on Good Friday. Easter Sunday morning worship is the celebration of the moment that
defines us as Christians. We joyously celebrate the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, in the timeless story of His
resurrection. Christ the Lord is risen today!

Lucien and Carolyn Hughes Battle Memorial Scholarship
Lucien and Carolyn Battle have created a scholarship fund for the purpose of offering financial aid to members of
Nolensville First United Methodist Church who have graduated from high school and are entering their first year of
college. Applications are located on our website (www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/resources). Applications are due March
15.

We Remember...

Marylyn Pancake - February 15, 2021
Eternal God, You have shared with us the life of Marilyn. Before she was ours, she was Yours. For all that
Marilyn has given us to make us what we are, for that of her which lives and grows within us, and for her life
that in Your love will never end, we give You thanks. Draw those who remain in this life closer to one another,
make us faithful to serve one another, and give us to know that peace and joy which is eternal life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

3/1 Ben Ringenberg; 3/3 Nelda Vest; 3/5 Virginia Tompkins; 3/9 Larry Elliott;
3/12 Bruce Bowater, Mary Beth Hagan; 3/17 Janice Green, Jean Parisi; 3/18 Brad Harki, Katie Duty;
3/19 Drew Matusek; 3/22 David Ryan, Wayne Dickey, Daniel Clark, Will Matusek;
3/24 Carolyn Skinner, Kingston Eller; 3/27 Ray Gray
3/1 Gail & Tom Howell (54); 3/6 Diane & Joe Wisniewski (39); 3/12 Susan & Tom Baker (27);
3/20 Kim & Eric Woodward (28); 3/21 Farron & Charles Light (57); 3/23 Lisa & JJ Jones (2)
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