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Skating Toward Something Better…
I cannot believe that it is already February. That means Lent is coming. My amazing daughter (my son is amazing too) just celebrated her
fifteenth birthday. She asked for a skateboard. I researched skateboards because I have not been on one since I was a kid. I found one I
thought would be good and she was excited. A strange thing happened during my research. I started reminiscing about my time on a
skateboard as a kid and how I never was able to master the Ollie (that is a little jump for those unfamiliar). I can vividly remember skating
with the cool kids as they popped Ollies and I can vividly remember not being able to do it. I quit skateboarding pretty soon after not
mastering that trick.
This wild time we are all currently experiencing has left me pondering life perhaps too much. When my daughter’s skateboard arrived and
after she got to check it out, I decided to show her how it works. Let me tell you even on the carpet, I nearly fell from just trying to stand on
it. I felt very old as we all laughed. It is not lost on me that February also means that I will get a year older. I will be 44 this year. For some,
that seems like a child. For others, I seem pretty old. For me on that skateboard in our living room waving my hands like a madman, I felt
very old. That night after dinner and a birthday cake I spent some time reflecting.
Lent is coming and will be here on Ash Wednesday, which falls on February 17 this year. In the Church, Lent is a time of reflection and
preparation for Easter. We mark ourselves with ashes to remember our mortality and to begin reflecting and repenting in preparation for
celebrating the resurrection at Easter. Let me tell you that I definitely felt my mortality on my daughter’s skateboard! I also thought about
how I gave up so long ago.
Lent does not receive the fanfare of Advent, Christmas, and Easter, but it is vitally important. If we never reflect and honestly admit our
failures, we cannot grow. If we never confess our sin, we cannot be forgiven. If we never repent, we cannot really follow Jesus. Lent is not a
time to beat ourselves up, but a time to admit we are mortal, fallible sinners in need of redemption. The joy of Lent is the realization that
we are forgiven and capable of change because of the grace of God. We should do that every day, but Lent reminds us and allows us to
focus our efforts.
I have made two decisions for myself this year. First (just for fun), I have ordered a skateboard for my birthday. I am going to master my
Ollie and redeem myself for quitting. Secondly and much more importantly, I am going to spend time thinking about how I have sinned. I am
going to spend time thinking about who I need to forgive. I am going to spend time asking forgiveness from God and
others. I am not quitting this journey of following Jesus and I want to make my faith the priority all the time. My
hope and assurance is that in these practices of reflecting and repenting I will again encounter the living God
who is beckoning us all toward the Kingdom of God.
I want to invite you to join together with Christians all over the world and across time in making Lent a
meaningful time of growth. Let us face our mortality and our sin so that we can experience the
forgiveness and grace of God as we grow in our Lord’s likeness.
PS. If you see me around town on a skateboard, say a prayer and try not to laugh.
In the midst of a mini-midlife crisis and longing to grow in faith,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Gus the Church Bus Got Stuffed!
On Martin Luther King Jr Day, January 18, we successfully delivered supplies to Room In The Inn. We stuffed
Gus the Church Bus as full and as high as we could reach in the luggage compartment and had to load part of
the passenger compartment. It was truly an overwhelming experience to be able to deliver your gifts in the
name of Jesus. Our liaison from Room In The Inn, Amanda Jones Fernandez, shared that just days before they
were discussing how their reserves for food bags were running low and how the timing was perfect. God is good! Amanda is going to let us
know if we can do this again in the Spring.
Thank you for helping by donating, spreading the word, and praying that this work would be of benefit to others. I [Pastor Jimmy] am
honored to have been part of it. Each item I loaded into a box and unloaded at Room In The Inn reminded me of all the people who so
generously gave even during these difficult times. It filled me with hope and I hope this news does the same for you.
May God put our gifts to good work and may we continue to find ways to serve others in Jesus’ name.
PS. Gus the Church Bus did great!

Be the Lifeline Patients Need — Give Blood on February 11
In January, Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive. Fifty-nine pints of
blood were collected, and 177 potential number of lives saved. Thank you!
Due to the ongoing pandemic and a shortage of blood drives, the Trustees are
working with The Red Cross to host additional blood drives in our Fellowship Hall this
year. On Thursday, February 11, 1:15-7:15pm, we will host the next Red Cross Blood
Drive. Please make an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor
code “Nolensville.” Streamline your donation experience and save up to fifteen
minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your predonation reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment.

Art Helps Cancer Outreach
Art Helps Cancer wants you to know that — even in the middle of a pandemic — we are still offering help to
individuals and their families during cancer treatment and surgery.
Art Helps Cancer, Inc. partners with the community to assist families by alleviating day-to-day concerns so they
can focus on fighting cancer. They have been able to assist cancer patients and their families with meals, house
cleaning, and lawn care in order to allow them to focus on their fight. If you know of someone who would like this assistance, please
visit www.ArtHelpsCancer.org

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In February, they are collecting toothpaste and toothbrushes. Every month
they are collecting the following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups,
and pudding cups. Please hold on to them and bring them in when our building reopens, or drop them off at the front office. Thank you!

Suspension of In-Person Worship
In response to the recommendation of Bishop McAlilly, we will be suspending in-person worship through
mid-February, at which time we will reassess our local situation. This difficult decision was made with the intent
of doing our part to lessen the burden on health care workers in our communities and to help lower the risk.
Please join us for virtual worship at www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org.

Lent Study: The Walk
Nolensville First UMC is offering a church-wide Lent study on The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian
Life by Adam Hamilton. There will be coordinated children’s activities, youth studies, and podcasts. Pastor
Jimmy will be in the pavilion on Sundays, January 31, February 7, and February 14, 2-4pm to hand out the
books to each family. Youth versions of the The Walk will be available during these times, too.
We are also looking for individuals who would be willing to lead a group in discussing The Walk. Leader guides
are available. Perhaps you have your own group or people outside the church with whom you would like to
study the book. If you are interested please contact Mary Beth. We will send updated announcements as
groups form.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17, so don't miss this opportunity. We are excited to journey together through Lent and invite you
to be part of this walk!

Ash Wednesday
As we enter a season of Lent, a time of preparation for the glorious unfolding of Holy Week and Easter, join us for a
drive-by Imposition of Ashes and virtual Ash Wednesday worship on Wednesday, February 17.
Pastor Jimmy will be in the pavilion 6:30-8am and 4-6pm to offer a prayer and imposition of ashes in preparation for
the season of Lent. The virtual Ash Wednesday worship service will be available after 5pm on our Facebook page,
YouTube channel, and on our website, www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org. Swing by for some prayer and ashes as we
prepare to enter a time of reflection and repentance in preparation for Easter.

Children’s Ministry News
February Sunday School
NFUMC Kids will continue to meet via Zoom for Sunday School at 10am every Sunday in
February. On February 7 & 14, the theme will be “Superfans: Cheering Each Other On!” We learn that kindness is
showing others that they are valuable by how you treat them. Remember this: “You are God’s chosen people. You are
holy and dearly loved. So put on tender mercy and kindness as if they were your clothes. Don’t be proud. Be gentle
and patient.” (Colossians 3:12, NIrV) On February 21, we will begin the Adam Hamilton children’s Lent study on The Walk.
Be sure to join the NFUMC Kids Facebook group or contact Christina at children@nolensvilleumc.org to be added to
the children’s ministry e-mails.
Candygrams
God’s love is in the air! Send some extra love to your church family this month by having a Candygram delivered to
their home. For each $2 donation to Cedar Crest Camp Scholarships, a goody bag made by the children and youth
will be delivered to the recipient’s front porch on Sunday, February 14. Donations may be made via e-Giving on our
website (be sure to specify Cedar Crest Camp Scholarships as your fund) or by mailing in a check. After making your
donation, be sure to let Christina (children@nolensvilleumc.org), Tonia (youth@nolensvilleumc.org), or the front
office (voice 615-776-2815, text 615-475-8108) know where to deliver your Candygram! The deadline to request
Candygrams is Sunday, February 7.
Cedar Crest Camp
The Cedar Crest Camp 2021 summer schedule is now available and registration is open for this summer. Parents, if you
are interested in sending your children to camp this summer, you can find all the information on their website,
www.CedarCrestCamp.org. Stay tuned for more camp info coming soon.

Jacob’s Ladder Preschool News
We are excited to share a story about one of our Jacob’s Ladder former students who is using
her gifts to help others. Eden Hummel and her three siblings attended our preschool. Eden is a
9-year-old who is now a published author and illustrator! When she contracted covid-19, Eden
chose to write a book, The Kid Who Had COVID, about her experience so that other kids with covid-19 would know that
they are never alone. As one former staff member said “You all are partnering with God at Jacob’s Ladder and planting
seeds and look at this fruit that is being produced!” We are so blessed to be a part of the ministry of our church and
God's worldwide Church.

Youth News

Youth Wednesday Night Zoom
Wednesday Night Check-Ins are still meeting at 6:30 by Zoom. Recently, we channeled our creative side to make
an art piece out of cardboard that represents our individual perspective of faith which we shared on our Zoom
meeting. It is a nice mid-week opportunity to laugh, learn and pray with each other. Join us and see what it's all
about!

We always need adult volunteers for Wednesday Night Check-Ins. If you are interested in helping by giving an hour of your week to
encourage and be present for the youth of our church, please email (youth@nolensvilleumc.org) or text (615-295-8687) Tonia.

Youth Lent Study
Tonia will lead the youth in the Lent Study of The Walk. Pick up your youth copy from Pastor Jimmy in the pavilion on Sunday!

WNW21 is COMING!
The Warmth In Winter kit box has been ordered! We are eagerly awaiting this box so that the planning can begin for this dynamic
event. At this point, we have not pinpointed a definite date for the event, so be on the lookout for more information to come.

We Remember...

John Underwood - December 8, 2020
Eternal God, You have shared with us the life of John. Before he was ours, he was Yours. For all that John has
given us to make us what we are, for that of him which lives and grows within us, and for his life that in Your
love will never end, we give You thanks. Draw those who remain in this life closer to one another, make us
faithful to serve one another, and give us to know that peace and joy which is eternal life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

2/2 Madeline Tompkins; 2/3 Kathryn (Nichols) Kresse; 2/5 Jimmy Hendricks, Charlie Jarrell;
2/9 Farron Light, Mary Beth Moore; 2/14 Cindy McGarvey; 2/15 Diane Wisniewski;
2/18 Janice Barger, Barbara Jeffries; 2/19 Tonia Bush, Lisa Thompson; 2/27 Tom Baker, Matt Thompson;
2/28 Don Hoffmeister; 2/29 Cate Campbell, Mack Lassiter
2/2 Chris & David Clore (41)
And a special congratulations to Lisa & Wayne Dickey on their 30th wedding anniversary on February 2.

From the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee: Music Director Position Open
The Staff Pastor Parrish Relations Committee, the SPPRC, is actively seeking someone to fill the open position of Music Director at
Nolensville First UMC. As a committee, we have decided to post this position on several different sites and locations. However, we certainly
would like to hear from anyone in our “Church Neighborhood” who might be interested or know of anyone that may be interested in filling
this position. Many of the current staff members have come to us by word of mouth; someone in the congregation or in the community
mentioned the opportunity to them and they reached out to us. Honestly, we feel this is a wonderful way to develop our church staff, as we
feel God has led many great staff members to us. We would like to ask everyone in the church to prayerfully consider this position. If God is
tugging at your heart and you have a passion for music and would like to serve in this position, please reach out to any member of the
SPPRC. We understand this work is not for everyone, so we ask that you please look around “your neighborhood” and see if you know of
someone that may be interested; we never know when someone we encounter every day just might be interested in starting a new career
with us. As Matthew 7:7 reminds us, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”
Please be in prayer that God continues to bless our church and our music program, as we work towards finding the right person for this
important position. The SPPRC thanks you for your continued prayers. If you or someone you know has questions or would like a copy of the
job description, please feel free to contact us thru email at SPPRC@NolensvilleUMC.org or leave a message with the church office, 615-7762815 .
The Murrays plan to begin their new adventure the first of February and would cherish well wishes in the form of notes and cards. If you
would like to send a note to them, please address it to the church and we will collect and forward all of them on to the family. I hope you
join us in wishing Sandy, Reggie, and Preston much love and happiness in their endeavor.
Thank you for your help!
Kevin Gavin, Committee Chair
Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee

Church address:
Nolensville First United Methodist Church
PO Box 249
Nolensville TN 37135-0249

Board of Trustees Meets in February
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 9, at 7pm.

Church Council of Stewards Meets in February
The work of the Church Council of Stewards is to envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate Nolensville First UMC’s
ministry and mission. Please join us on Tuesday, February 23, at 7pm, by Zoom. Watch for details on how to join in your
email!

Financial Update
December Giving:

in 2020

in 2019

General (Operating)
$ 37,010.00
1837 Society
$ 18.37
Benevolence
$ 100.00
Dot Arnold Scholarship
$ 100.00
Flowers
Jacob’s Ladder
$ 240.00
Memorial
$ 1,875.00
Missions
$ 300.00
Food Pantry
$ 100.00
UMCOR
$ 100.00

$ 34,848.97
$ 36.74
$ 200.00
$ 1,880.00
$ 40.00
$ 200.00
$ 100.00
$3,112.00
$ 3,500.00
$ 50.00

2020 Income & Expense:
General (Operating) Income
General (Operating) Expenses
Difference

$ 383,165.42
$ 337,276.61
$ 45,888.81
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1

2
12:30pm Staff

3
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-In

4

5

6

7
Virtual Worship
10am Kids Virtual
Sunday School
11am
Confirmation
2pm Pick up Lent
Study

8

9
12:30pm Staff
7pm Trustees

10
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-In

11
1:15pm Red Cross
Blood Drive

12

13

14
Virtual Worship
10am Kids Virtual
Sunday School
11am
Confirmation
2pm Pick up Lent
Study

15

16
12:30pm Staff

17
6:30am Drive-By
Imposition of
Ashes
4pm Drive-By
Imposition of
Ashes
5pm Virtual
Worship
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-In

18

19

20

21
Virtual Worship
10am Kids Virtual
Sunday School
11am
Confirmation

22

23
12:30pm Staff
7pm Church
Council of
Stewards

24
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-In

25

26

27

28
Virtual Worship
10am Kids Virtual
Sunday School
11am
Confirmation

