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A New Year, Again
I am excited about the prospect of a new year and the hope of overcoming this pandemic. As a kid, I was always so excited about New
Year’s Eve. Staying up late, watching the ball drop, and eating junk food was an event I always anticipated with excitement. Now that I am
older, it holds less appeal. I think, in some way, we all experience this decrease in excitement over a coming new year. It is not that we no
longer see possibility, it is just that we have seen so many go by already. This letter is getting depressing fast. Let me explain:
Each year, time seems to move more quickly and we become more aware of how long term change in us and in the world is difficult to
accomplish. We set goals around this time of year and we call them resolutions. We seem to think giving them a fancy name might help us
accomplish something, but, if you are like me, our resolutions seldom see February. Change is hard. Even good change is hard. As we get
older, time seems to go faster and change seems even more difficult. Perhaps this is why New Year celebrations do not hold the same joy
for me as they once did.
I believe the problem is that the older we get, the more caught in our own will we become. We start to believe the culture’s message to us,
that we are the center of the universe. We start to believe that we are responsible for and capable of making the changes needed in our
lives and the world. We may even start believing that we understand the way things should be. In essence, we start believing that our
power is the ultimate power. When we discover our powerlessness, we give into hopelessness.
A friend of mine, Rev. Tommy Ward, once said to me that powerlessness does not have to equal hopelessness. I think he really nailed our
problem. We have started to believe that the hope of a New Year hinges on our power to change things. This was never God’s plan. Let me
repeat for you and for me so that this is clear: The universe does not depend upon, or revolve around us!
Instead, we have come to know the One for whom it does exist. We have come to know the One around whom it all revolves. The Good
News is that this Being loves us. This Being wants us involved even when we are part of the problem. This Being will not leave the universe
unperfected. This Being came and lived as we live. This Being experienced powerlessness and even death. This Being also said things will not
remain this way. I hope you understand that this Being is Jesus. Jesus does have a plan. Jesus is at work. Jesus does want to change us and
the world. However, this happens not through our power, but through His power. Our duty is to submit. Our duty is to set our will aside and
seek His will. Our duty is to let go of the lie of our power and seek His power.
So what does this mean in practical terms? It means that instead of setting our
resolutions we should be asking in prayer what it is that Jesus wants to change
in us. It means instead of devising our plans to change the world around us we
should be asking Jesus how we can be part of what He is already doing. Lastly
it means that instead of trying to save ourselves we ought to let the Savior do
the work He longs to do. This year when the ball drops my prayer will be,
“Come, Lord Jesus, come.” This year I pray for the strength to see my
powerlessness not as a weakness but as an opportunity to see the power of
God.
In closing, I am excited again about this New Year. I am excited because, while
I may feel powerless over war, hunger, disease, sin, and death, I know the One
who is power. I have hope and I pray that when times are hard and we feel
powerless in this coming year, we might remember Jesus and choose hope.
Following is a prayer form The United Methodist Church’s Book of Worship for

this time of year when we can renew our covenant with God. I hope you pray it in sincerity and find that God has been waiting all along.
O God, Searcher of all our hearts,
You have formed us as a people and claimed us for Your own.
As we come to acknowledge Your sovereignty and grace,
and to enter anew into covenant with You,
reveal any reluctance or falsehood within us.
Let Your Spirit impress Your truth on our inmost being,
and receive us in mercy, for the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Grace and Peace,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Stuff Gus the Church Bus for Room in the Inn
As of press time, Gus the Church Bus is getting ready to
transport the supplies you so generously donated to
Room In The Inn.
A communion prayer by Fr. Charles Strobel:
O God, we call You by many names and know You as
love eternal. Such love inspires us at Room In The Inn to
form a community that includes every man, woman, and
child — housed and unhoused. As givers and receivers,
we remain grateful for the sharing of this love that will guide us through our darkest days, renew our
commitment to each other, and bring us closer to You. Bless us today and in days to come with Your loving
presence. Amen.

Red Cross Blood Drive on January 14
Be the lifeline patients need — give blood. On Thursday, January 14, 1:15-7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will host a Red
Cross Blood Drive. Please make an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org using the sponsor code “Nolensville.”
Streamline your donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to
complete your pre-donation reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment.

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In November, they are collecting soup an crackers. Every month they are
collecting the following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and
pudding cups. Please hold on to them and bring them in when our building reopens, or drop them off at the front office. Thank you!

Facility Use by Small Group Ministries and Outside Groups
In an effort to lower the increasing prevalence of covid-19 in our community and in response to the recommendation of Bishop McAlilly ,
the Trustees have decided to suspend all in-person meetings in our facility until at least mid-January. The Trustees will reassess the situation
at their January 8 meeting. We are deeply sorry for the inconvenience and ask for your patience as we all attempt to care for each other.
We love being in relationship with you and hope that you will join us in helping to reduce the risk in our community.

The Emmaus Class Continues in Ministry
The Emmaus Sunday School Class may not be meeting in person, but they are still continuing in ministry. In December,
they packed ten large boxes (with some left over) for the Nolensville Food Pantry. Each of those boxes allowed a family
in need to have Christmas dinner and additional food for a week.

Kroger Community Rewards
Dear Nolensville First United Methodist Church,
The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the local neighborhoods
we call home. Our stores are on a mission not to be just part of but to help create a stronger community. We recognize that every
community has unique causes that need support. Thank you for being such an important organization in our community.
From September through November 2020, 21 households contributed $95.08 to Nolensville First UMC. If you would also like to have
Kroger give to the church every time you shop there, visit www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards and link your Kroger Card with Nolensville
First UMC (account number YY167).
~Community Rewards Staff

Suspension of In-Person Worship
In response to the recommendation of Bishop McAlilly, we will be suspending in-person worship through midJanuary, at which time we will reassess our local situation. We will continue virtual worship. This difficult decision
was made with the intent of doing our part to lessen the burden on health care workers in our communities and
to help lower the risk.

Advent Study Wrap-Up
Join us by Zoom to wrap up the Advent study of Faithful: Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph. This is a chance for all of
us to gather in one Zoom call and discuss how we saw God working through the Advent study and what you experienced
anew this Advent season by studying Joseph. Please join us on January 3 at 4pm, Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84347711389

Children’s Ministry News
Kids Advent Study
The children had a wonderful time studying Christmas through the eyes of
Joseph. Each Sunday for five weeks, they met via Zoom, played games,
read scripture, and talked about the courage of Joseph. We can remember that God is with us always,
through good times and hard times, just like He was with Joseph.
NFUMC Kids January Theme
The theme for the month is “Rules For Life: Play Well, Finish Strong.” Responsibility is showing that you can be trusted
with what is expected of you. This month we will examine our responsibility to Love God and Love Others. REMEMBER
THIS: “Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you can also be trusted with something very
large.” (Luke 16:10a, NIrV.) Follow along with us in the private Facebook group or contact Christina at
children@nolensvilleumc.org to be added to the email list.

Confirmation Class
From Pastor Jimmy: I am excited about starting a new Confirmation Class, open to sixth graders and above. It is a
time to learn about our faith, ask questions, and discern how to respond to God’s call on our lives in a small group
with the Pastor. The classes will start January 10 and run through May 16 on Sunday afternoons. That will give us
plenty of time to learn together and allow us to finish just in time to celebrate on Pentecost Sunday. We will set a
specific time based on the number of interested parties and the size of the group.
If you or your young person is interested in Confirmation Class this year, let Pastor Jimmy know at
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org.
We would love to have adult mentors for our confirmands. Being a mentor involves weekly check-in chats, praying for your confirmand, and
being an all around amazing supporter of a young person exploring their faith. If you are interested, let Pastor Jimmy know at
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org.

Youth News

Advent Study
We enjoyed diving deeper into the Christmas story through the eyes of Joseph together. This
study encouraged us to live a life of faith and loving others just as they are. A special thank you
to Zannie Martin who brought such insight to these virtual study sessions.

Youth Wednesday Night Zoom
Youth Wednesday Night Zoom Check-Ins will resume January 6 at 6:30pm. This is our midweek
virtual hang out time of devotional and games. Ms. Tonia sends out a Zoom link by text for each
meeting. Please text her at 615-295-8687 or email youth@nolensvilleumc.org if your youth is
not receiving these texts.

WNW21 is COMING!
Warm in Winter 2021 Retreat is happening February 12-14! It will look different this time. The Tennessee Conference
wants to have this retreat in the safest way possible which means the retreat is not at Opryland Gaylord Conference
Center but will be at individual churches. We are in the midst of planning how this will look for our church youth group.
Our vision is that it will be held at the church following safety protocols with a Zoom option for those who are not
comfortable being in person. There will be live, interactive virtual worship services, sacred spaces, games, small groups,
and other fun activities all centered around the theme of HOPE (Romans 15:13). Ms. Tonia needs to know who is
attending whether in person or by Zoom as well as their t-shirt size by FRIDAY, JANUARY 1. Please text her at 615-295-8687 or email
youth@nolensvilleumc.org to secure your youth’s spot as well as their t-shirt size. Volunteers are much needed to make this retreat a
success! Text or email Tonia if you are willing and able to help out so she can order you a t-shirt as well by FRIDAY, JANUARY 1.

1/2 Zach Martin; 1/4 Jason Holley; 1/6 Carrie Ozburn, Chris Clore, Erica Duty; 1/9 Alfred Eller; 1/11 Joyce Patton;
1/12 Joe Wisniewski, Drake Woodward; 1/13 Sandy Johnson, Dierdre Tompkins; 1/14 Charlie Phillips;
1/15 Erin Leach; 1/17 Mike Hagan; 1/18 Kenneth Moore; 1/19 Sullivan Tuck, Bobby Shelton; 1/20 Randy Matlock;
1/22 Sylvia Wilkerson, Sherry Paschall, Tim Smallwood, Caroline Clark; 1/23 Marcia Woodcock, Abby Hendricks;
1/24 Chris Campbell; 1/25 Alan Redman; 1/29 Tom Crawford, Jennifer Hendricks; 1/30 Sandy Green
1/15 Sharon & Bruce Bowater (33); 1/18 Lynette & Mark Jones (29); 1/26 Donna & Dave Burdge (64);
1/31 Peggy & Frank Wilson (68)

Board of Trustees Meets in January
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, January 12, at 7pm.

Finance Committee Meets in January
The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, January 26, at 7pm, by Zoom.

Financial Update
November Giving:

in 2020

in 2019

General (Operating)
$ 36,995.00
1837 Society
$ 18.37
Benevolence
$ 635.00
Dot Arnold Scholarship
Flowers
Jacob’s Ladder
$ 160.00
Memorial
$ 795.00
Missions
UMCOR

$ 37,644.45
$ 36.74
$ 65.00
$ 25.00
$ 185.00
$ 125.00
$ 25.00
$ 3,500.00
$ 100.00

2020 YTD Income & Expense, as of November 30:
General (Operating) Income
General (Operating) Expenses
Difference

$ 338,761.34
$ 312,128.45
$ 26,632.89
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1
Offices Closed

2

3
Virtual Worship
from Home
4pm Advent Study
Wrap-Up

4

5
12:30pm Staff
7pm SPPRC

6
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-In

7

8

9

10
Virtual Worship
from Home

11

12
12:30pm Staff
7pm Trustees

13
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-In

14
1:15pm Blood
Drive

15

16

17
Virtual Worship
from Home

18
Offices Closed

19
12:30pm Staff

20
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-In

21

22

23

24
Virtual Worship
from Home

25

26
12:30pm Staff
7pm Finance

27
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-In

28

29

30

31
Virtual Worship
from Home

