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A Cozy Christmas
Advent is upon us and Christmas is coming. In years past, this has been a time of preparing and rushing about making sure we have
everything ready for Christmas. In the church during this time, I am always calling on us to take the time to reflect upon the true meaning of
this time of year. I try to remind us that we are to be preparing to receive Jesus again and celebrating the incarnation of our Lord. Also, like
everyone else, I am running like crazy to make sure I have presents bought, cards mailed, and parties RSVP’d. This year is different.
With all of the anxiety of 2020, I cannot imagine adding the anxiety of Christmas to that. Nor do I think that that is God’s intent for
Christmas. We have lots of wonderful traditions, but somewhere along the way I think we have lost touch with the meaning of those
traditions. We will not be able to worship in our usual way this year on Christmas Eve. We are planning something different and you will
hear about that in the weeks to come. Most of us will not be able to celebrate with families in the same way as we have in the past.
Preachers are keenly aware of when Christmas is coming. Most start long in advance thinking and praying about it. So I have had lots of time
to pray and, I will admit, to lament Christmas 2020. Then something occurred to me. We spend so much time preparing and trying our best
to make things perfect that we forget that things were far from perfect on that first Christmas.
Mary and Joseph were forced to travel to Bethlehem so that Joseph could be counted in a required census. Mary was pregnant. Can you
imagine having to tell your spouse, “I know we are having a baby and He is going to be the Messiah, but we have to travel for a census”? I
wish I could have been there for that conversation. So here are Mary and Joseph, who already carry the hope of the world on their
shoulders, living by faith, trusting each other and trusting God, and traveling while pregnant. I have always been amazed how God chose to
bring the Savior into the world as a helpless infant just as we were. He was born to two unlikely
parents. One was a young woman who became pregnant by the Holy Spirit before she was officially
married and the other was a simple carpenter who chose to honor God and his would-be wife by
accepting and protecting her from society’s scorn. Then after accepting on faith that what was
happening was of God, they are nearing the time of birth, which was a danger in and of itself, and now
they discover that there is no room for them to stay in town. So, basically, they bed down in the
stables. Jesus is born there. He was laid in a manger, a feeding trough, as a crib. He was wrapped in
scraps. Mom, dad, and baby are okay. A miracle has happened. The Savior has come. Shepherds come
on the advice of an angel to be witnesses. I cannot help but assume that this was not what Mary and
Joseph were planning or anticipating. And yet God was there. This had to have been the greatest night
of their lives. All that pressure and anxiety released for a while with the fulfillment of the promise.
Their faith has been rewarded and they must have just huddled there in grace together.
When I think about that night I cannot help but think how unorganized by human hands it all was. I cannot help but think that of all the
amazing Christmases I have experienced, none compare to that first one. Christmas is coming again and I think we are experiencing a little
of what Mary and Joseph experienced. We are uncertain. We are stressed. We are unprepared. And yet we are offered faith. We are offered
faith that again this year we can remember and celebrate the greatest gift ever given. We are offered faith that God, by the power of the
Holy Spirit will show up again in our midst. We are offered faith that our Lord, the same person as that little infant, will return to establish
God’s Kingdom on earth.

When I picture Mary and Joseph cuddling beside a manger with the long awaited baby Jesus finally before them I imagine they were cozy
and at peace. I love that word cozy. For me it describes those moments of real contentment and real peace together. We may not be able to
be together in our usual way this year, but we can be cozy. We can be content and at peace not because I say so, but because God says so.
God is with us. God is with, for, and loves every human being who has ever walked this earth. We may not be able to control every aspect of
Christmas this year, but instead God is calling us by faith to embrace the true meaning of Christmas and find hope, love, joy, and peace
again. So I wish you and yours a cozy Christmas this year. I wish you and yours the best Christmas we have ever experienced, not because
we got the planning right, but because the One with the real plan will make it right.
Wishing you an amazing Advent and a Merry Cozy Christmas,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Stuff Gus, the Church Bus, for Room in the Inn
The mission of Nolensville First UMC is to love God and neighbor where we live. Most winters, we love our
neighbors by working with Room In The Inn (RITI) and inviting homeless men to our church for an evening
consisting of a warm meal, worship, fellowship, and a safe place to sleep. However, due to covid restrictions,
we cannot host them this year. Instead, we will stock supplies at a facility that RITI has converted into a
shelter. We invite you to help ‘Stuff the Bus!’ by ordering items from RITI’s Amazon wish list (https://
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/23A4XV6AWYV1Q) and choosing the option to send them directly to Nolensville First UMC, 7316
Nolensville Rd, Nolensville TN 37135. We would love to see your faces, but we think Amazon delivery is the safest this year. We will have
regular updates letting everyone know how many supplies are gathering.

Facility Use by Small Group Ministries and Outside Groups
In an effort to lower the increasing prevalence of covid-19 in our community and in response to the recommendation of Bishop McAlilly in
November, the Trustees have decided to suspend all in-person meetings in our facility until at least January. The Trustees will reassess the
situation at their January 8 meeting. We are deeply sorry for the inconvenience and ask for your patience as we all attempt to care for each
other. We love being in relationship with you and hope that you will join us in helping to reduce the risk in our community.

Red Cross Blood Drive Results
In November, Nolensville First UMC hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive. There were 49
total donors, including four first time donors, 46 units of blood collected, and 138
potential number of lives saved. Thank you!

Boy Scout Troop 298
Troop 298 has continued to have weekly troop meetings at the church, outside and under the pavilion, while following
social distancing guidelines and wearing masks. For those scouts who were required to quarantine due to covid contact at
school, we also had a simultaneous Zoom meetings running during the outdoor meetings, so that remote Scouts were still
able to participate in the meeting. Last month, we had a service project that consisted of making thank you cards for our
local veterans. These were delivered to their houses, since the annual Veterans Day Breakfast and Parade had been
canceled. The Troop also sent some Scouts to teach the Cub Scouts about knife safety and help them earn their Whittling Chip. Other
activities that we did at our weekly meetings were to design our patrol flags, and we also had a Halloween Party complete with individually
wrapped snacks and a costume contest. We had a camp out at Skymont Reservation, which was the first time the troop had been at that
location. All in all, it was a busy month filled with lots of activities, learning, and fun!
~Grant Short, Troop Scribe

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In November, they are collecting tomato products and pasta. Every month
they are collecting the following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups,
and pudding cups. Please hold on to them and bring them in when our building reopens, or drop them off at the front office. Thank you!

Suspension of In-Person Worship
In response to the recommendation of Bishop McAlilly, we will be suspending in-person worship until January, at
which time we will reassess our local situation. We will continue virtual worship. This difficult decision was made
with the intent of doing our part to lessen the burden on health care workers in our communities and to help
lower the risk.
From Pastor Jimmy: I have enjoyed our small in-person worship services and I am so grateful for those who have worked so hard to make
them possible. I look forward to the day when we can all worship together in person again safely. For now we are going to continue to offer
virtual worship, and concentrate on serving our community, including stuffing the bus for RITI, and growing in our faith (see below).

Church-Wide Advent Study
It’s not too late! Join us for our church-wide Advent study of Adam Hamilton’s Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes
of Joseph. Small groups will meet by Zoom to discuss the book. If you do not have the book yet, contact Pastor
Jimmy at pastrojimmy@nolensvilleumc.org. Please contact the group leaders for Zoom links.






Sundays at 9:15am, led by Charlotte & Len Iseldyke
Sundays at 2pm, led by Susan Nichols
Sundays at 4pm, led by Mary Beth Hagan
Wednesdays at 6:30pm, led by Jeff Campbell
For youth (middle and high school), Sundays at 1pm, led by Tonia Bush

NFUMC Kids Advent Study
We are so excited for the children to join the church-wide Advent study of
Faithful. We will meet via Zoom at 10am every Sunday through December
27. Children will enjoy this creative study full of crafts, activities and
conversation about Christmas through the eyes of Joseph and should last about
30 minutes each week. The children will not need a book of their own, as we
will be covering the themes in a more age-appropriate manner.
For planning purposes, please let Christina know if your children are planning to join the study. The link to join the
meeting will be emailed and posted in the private Facebook on Sunday mornings. We will take a break from the
Orange Curriculum in December for the Advent study and pick back up in January.

Candlelight Christmas Eve
One of our favorite Nolensville First UMC Christmas Eve traditions is the singing of “Silent Night” by candlelight.
This year, we ask everyone to participate in a virtual candle lighting: please send a family or individual picture with
a lit candle. The pictures will be compiled and shown at the end of virtual worship on Christmas Eve — a Christmas
card from our church family! Please submit your photo to the front office (numc@nolensvilleumc.org) by Sunday,
December 20.
We also want to be sure you have candles for virtual Christmas Eve worship this year. On Sunday, December 20, Pastor Jimmy will be
handing out candles 2pm-5pm at the pavilion. Please come by and take some candles for your family and friends so that on Christmas Eve
as we sing “Silent Night” we can know that we are all remembering the light of the world together.

Confirmation Class
From Pastor Jimmy: I am excited to start praying about Confirmation Class, open to sixth graders and above. It is a
time to learn about our faith, ask questions, and discern how to respond to God’s call on our lives in a small group
with the Pastor. The classes will be from January 10 through May 16 on Sunday afternoons. That will give us plenty
of time to learn together and allow us to finish just in time to celebrate on Pentecost Sunday. We will set a
specific time based on the number of interested parties and the size of the group.
If you or your young person is interested in Confirmation Class this year, let Pastor Jimmy know at
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org.
We would love to have adult mentors for our confirmands. Being a mentor involves weekly check-in chats, praying for your confirmand, and
being an all around amazing supporter of a young person exploring their faith. If you are interested, let Pastor Jimmy know at
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org.

Lay Servant Ministry Courses
The Memphis and Tennessee Conferences have joined together to offer Basic and Advanced Lay Servant Training.
These courses will be offered via zoom and are available to our laity from both sides of the river! We are expanding
our class sizes in order to accommodate as many students as possible. To register, please contact the persons listed
in the course descriptions here. https://www.tnumc.org/lay-servant-training-courses-announced/

We Remember...

Pat Crawford - November 17, 2020
Eternal God, You have shared with us the life of Pat. Before she was ours, she was is Yours. For all that Pat has
given us to make us what we are, for that of her which lives and grows within us, and for her life that in Your
love will never end, we give You thanks. Draw those who remain in this life closer to one another, make us
faithful to serve one another, and give us to know that peace and joy which is eternal life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Congratulations!
On November 17, Genesis Wang was born to Shin & Bobby Wang, big sister Gabby, and big brothers Jonathan,
Jacob, Jeremy, and Joseph. Mother and baby are doing fine. God of all creation, we offer You grateful praise for
the gift of life. Hear the prayers for Genesis, Your servant, as we rejoice in Your gifts of life and love, family and
friends. Bless her with Your presence and surround her with Your love, that she may enjoy many happy years, all of them pleasing to You.
We ask through Christ our Savior. Amen.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Patsy & Larry Elliott on their 50th wedding anniversary on December 20! Lord our God,
bless Patsy and Larry. We thank You for their marriage, and for all the good they have done. As You blessed
the love of their youth, continue to bless their life together with gifts of peace and joy. We ask this through
our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

From the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee

Thank you, thank you, thank you! We asked for your help in showing our staff love and appreciation, and you guys did not disappoint, as we
received approximately 180 cards to be shared by our staff members! It is our hope that the personal notes and cards will bring many smiles
to their faces! We have all found ourselves in a “new norm” due to covid-19 restrictions, yet, thankfully, the staff at NFUMC continue to
determine innovating and exciting “new norms” for staying connected with us!
We would like to welcome Mr. Craig Taylor to the staff; he will be serving as the Audio-Visual Tech. Craig has been working with Reggie
Murray, learning the ropes to this especially important work. Craig was looking for a way to become more involved with activities at the
church, and luckily for us, he found his niche just when he was needed the most. God always provides what is needed at the right time!
Reggie is not going away, he still plans to be a vital part of the music at NFUMC as he continues to share his talent and passion for playing
his instruments and making beautiful music. His passion for playing music and his workload requires that he rearrange his schedule. We
would like to thank Reggie for his imaginative and professional efforts in creating the virtual services over the last eight months. Reggie,
your contributions are greatly appreciated!
Again, thank you for your help in showing our staff members how much you appreciate them. We do not have to wait until Appreciation
Time to tell them thank you; reach out to them anytime, they would love to hear from you! We are looking forward to working together for
our God, our church, and you in 2021.
~Kevin Gavin, Chairperson, NFUMC Staff Pastor Parrish Relations Committee

Thank You from the Staff!
To our Nolensville First congregation,
Thank you so very much for your support and encouragement during this difficult season. We
were all overwhelmed by your amazing acts of kindness. We have each enjoyed reading every
card and special message. It is an honor and a privilege to serve you all at this wonderful
neighborhood church.
We have been so very blessed and are anxiously awaiting a wonderful new year with you all!
Thankfully, your staff at Nolensville First United Methodist Church,

C hristina

December
12/1 Jackson Wilson, Grayson Smith; 12/4 Jon Anderson, Terri Anderson; 12/5 Katie Leach;
12/7 August Owsley; 12/9 Hank Leach; 12/10 Katie Martin; 12/10 Chloé Murphy; 12/13 William Phillips;
12/17 Joe Allen, Hazel Wilson; 12/19 William Edmondson, Porter Walker, Denise Gavin, Paul Duty;
12/24 David Belden; 12/25 Nick Mucci; 12/27 Sam Sharrar, Parker Hand, Elizabeth Hand;
12/28 Jeff Eubanks; 12/29 Kathy McGee; 12/30 Tom Howell, Rainey Maurer
12/3 Susan & Mike Nichols (32); 12/6 Debra & David Ryan (45); 12/9 Meredith & Andrew Church (14);
12/13 Madison (Tuck) & Nick Moore (1); 12/14 Jan & Jerry Jones (52); 12/15 Lesa & Tyson Smith (42);
12/17 Kathy Derby & Don Anderson (2); 12/28 Terri & Jon Anderson (54);
and special congratulations to Mary Beth & Mike Hagan on their 20th anniversary on December 16 and
to Nancy & Joe Allen on their 60th anniversary on December 27!

Board of Trustees Meets in December
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, December 8, at 7pm.

Finance Committee Meets in December
The Finance Committee will meet on Thursday, December 10, at 7pm, by Zoom.

Church Council of Stewards Meets in December
The work of the Church Council of Stewards is to envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate Nolensville First UMC’s
ministry and mission. Please join us on Tuesday, December 15, at 7pm, by Zoom. Watch for details on how to join in your
email!

Financial Update
October Giving:

in 2020

in 2019

General (Operating)
$ 25,764.00
1837 Society
Benevolence
$ 135.00
Camp Scholarships
$ 25.00
Children
$ 115.00
Dot Arnold Scholarship
Jacob’s Ladder
$ 175.00
Memorial
Missions
UMCOR
$ 100.00

$ 34,578.74
$ 36.74
$ 145.00

$ 25.00
$ 100.00
$ 25.00
$ 600.00
$ 100.00

Offices Closed
The church offices will be closed December 25-January 1 for Christmas.

2020 Income & Expense, as of October 30:
General (Operating) Income
General (Operating) Expenses
Difference

$ 301,780.34
$ 287,840.97
$ 13,939.37

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
12:30pm Staff Zoom

2
6:30pm Advent
Study Zoom
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-in

3

4

5

6
Virtual Worship at
Home
9:15am Advent
Study Zoom
1pm Youth Advent
Study Zoom
2pm Advent Study
Zoom
4pm Advent Study
Zoom

7

8
12:30pm Staff Zoom
7pm Trustees Zoom

9
6:30pm Advent
Study Zoom
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-in

10
7pm Finance Zoom

11

12

13
Virtual Worship at
Home
9:15am Advent
Study Zoom
1pm Youth Advent
Study Zoom
2pm Advent Study
Zoom
4pm Advent Study
Zoom

14

15
12:30pm Staff Zoom
7pm Church
Council of
Stewards - Zoom

16
6:30pm Advent
Study Zoom
6:30pm Youth
Zoom Check-in

17

18

19

20
Virtual Worship at
Home
9:15am Advent
Study Zoom (1)
1pm Youth Advent
Study Zoom
2pm Advent Study
Zoom

21

22
12:30pm Staff Zoom

23
6:30pm Advent
Study Zoom

24
Virtual Worship at
Home

25

26

28

29

30

31

2-5pm Candle
Pickup
4pm Advent Study
Zoom

27
Virtual Worship at
Home

